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try; with 2 an account « of the ſums” FO? d or acknowledged to ha d 
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pany, and under the government o Its ſervants. 
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By other papers in this volume, i It appears 2 public @ enquiry in 0 he 
whole of theſe proceedings took place in 1772. eChairman of the X.. 
Committee (General Burgoyne) fays, in. his report ort of the videnc ce, 

„That ſuch a ſcene of iniquity, rapine, and injuſtice — - ba un- | 
Heard-of cruclties — ſuch open violations of, every rule of morality, 
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ttade as" ftruftive, eitller from Bringing in toe great an eneresſe 12 | 


of tibney! whictt would” overturn the liberty of this Country; r 
from rh: 7 of. the i importations, Tea eſpecially, being deſtructive 
of the healths of the people of England. He alſo proteſted againſt 
| the terkitoriak acybilitions; as public "robberies, in the name ef the 
kingdom; 10 hey "abetting, in any ſort, this kind of tranfaRti6h; he 
ſhould Took d inte as an e he therefore 3 the: | 
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Houſe Would not t 


member of the echter (ir William Meredith). may give the 
'2 reader a'further view of this branch of our national condut. 
* By all that we read in tale or hiſtory, never did ſuch a ſyſtent” 
1225 exiſt as that, where miereantile avarice was the only Fin * 
« and fore the only means of carrying on a government: com- 
44 Pirifons of other” tyrannies give no idea of Engliſh” 3 4 5 
in Bengal: in Bengal the rich and poor fare alike; they who* 
«© have lands are difpoſfeſſed; if money, it is extorted ; if the 
4 © mechanic has a loom; bis manufacture is cut out; if he 
96 has grain, it is carried eff; if he is ſuſpected of having 
cc ſecret treaſure, he is put to the torture to diſcover it.“ And, 
eat ng of the country, he ſays — © How we came by this 
« territory, may God forgive ! but, believing there is a God above”: 
oy us, I believe alſo, that acquiſitions made by ſhedding the blood 
of innocent princes, and by weinging from an innocent. POP: 5 
* their ſubſtance, can never proſper.” Fl | 
"Tus whole of theſe proceedin 85 have alſo been ſummed ap! maſs 
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44: wake you conceive what,miſery this right; of A da ene, 


Kas producing. in a provincial goweramant.s wa ed only, Nan, 


z lect, chat our countrymen An fIg dis have, in;the ſpace of Gre f 
4. F£9r8, in virtue of this right. de ech ſlaßvef, and, driven. 


away more inhabitants from: Bengal. than; are t be found in all, 


: «our: American Colonies. Thbig is no, exaggerations, b alain, 
4 matter of . called er eren ſont ede Ns. 


«© Haſtings.” n an Yolgpsy odt4 led 5603 5. 
the, Lubjefs, of, this. oha have. | 


- Fo: theſe: ee of ahat 
done to the people of India, may be added, ug paſſages from opi- 


nions given on a queſtion between, the Eaſt India Company and one 
of its principal ſervants, as to the payment.of. a large yearly ſum 
out of a part of the territory acquired in India ::“ If it be 
 « conſidered, as I think it, mere uſurpation hy. the hand of force, 
4 participated with his auxiliary, it will fall under the ſame con- 
% fideration as the reſt of the Hundering and fraud committed by 
<< the Europeans there: this makes a hiſtory not very fit or decent 
4 to be diſcuſſed by a court of juſtice in a civilized country. 
Iam moſt clearly, of opinion, that, the claim has no foundation 
in the Mogul conſtitution — and that his Lordſhip's. pretenſions 
. are not to be ſupported by any principles of municipal law or na- 
4 tural juſtice,” 3. Theſe are the. ſentiments nts of Lord Thurlow.and., 
Lgnd Aſhburton, in m_ opinipns on the. caſe of the Eaſt India. 


Pr Company, and. the, thouſands claimed by. Lord Clive, x were. of 
courſe equally teceived and claimed, contrary to the principles of. 
natural juſtice. And, ſo long as the ſubjects of this country, form- 


ing tp. India Company, continue to. hape .the, ſanQion, of Fo 
: * 


ut of your q Enowedgę., on qyt. of. nu pen, dominions, ta; * 
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 Yohilion te che piineiphapor huriratifintice'#! es" penalties of which = 
are, a return of qual in urles tech ſweiety ofending igunft"ehoke 5 
prineiples : fer kk eemikey of ich che Hnery ef dnn ay | 
Hair appealed ts, as besring 0he uniform teſtimony; That 
Wade is al AG preductive f "llathities" to its durhörs: Mit 
they whos deceive others (hall be deceived themſelves; m_— 
ple of one nation, that ſpoil and plunder thoſe of another, ſhall 
in their turn be ſpoiled" and — ; and they that deſtroy 
others muſt theinſelves be deſtroyed,” eren git . Re- 
velation xiii. 1066. e wa, eee 
Fu conduct of this eortitry' — people of Africa an 
the next part of this volume. The papers e chi ſubject 
contain an account of tlie country; the manner in wich the 
inhabitants of it were living before” we went” da them; 
the means by which they are made ſlaves to the ſubjects of this 
country; the numbers brought away, and the number deſtroyed; 
By the papers referred to, it appears their country afforded them 
a plentiful ſupply of whatever their wants required; that in gene- 
ral they lived in peace among themſelves; that they are mide 
flaves to the ſubjects of this country by means of thoſe inducements 
that are offered to them to procure us Haves, and which the moſt- 
unworthy of them embrace, and fall upon their countrymen, their 
wives, and children, and take them by force in great numbers at 
once, or ſcize upon them wherever they are found unable to de- 
fend themſelves; the perſons of thoſe only being ſacred who unite 
in our deſigns, all the reſt of the inhabitants of that extenſive 
coaſt living in continual fear of being laid hold on and delivered 
into our hands, and ſent away into endleſs ſlavery; to which they 
ſhew their unwillingneſs by defending themſelves to the laſt degree: 
and in the deſperate battles they fi ght, to prevent their being made 
our ſlaves, great numbers art annually deſtroyed, of which there is no 


account. But it appears by the accounts of the numbers taken away 
| | | by 


— — 22 oe ad ng ws, 


„ ea 
Puy thedubjefs.of this kingdom, in different yergr cha Sn an erg 
3 there were more than ſeventy thouſand men,. women, and, childeea | 


forted away from their native country in 0 year during: the cur- 
rency of the trade, till it, was intertupted by the preſent Wars and 


duct, the total fumber carried away. from Africa, by the ſubjects 
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that about about one-third, part oß the number either die of grief, 
deſtroy them ſelves, periſh under the inconveniences they ſuffer on 

board of ſhip. or ſoon after they arrive in our colonies and. plan- 
tations; ſo that in fourteen years from 1760, from, which time 
the preſent age may be allowed to be anſwerable far , its-0wn,:c0n- 


of Great Britain, is more than fix hundred and fifty thouſand; per- 


ſons; and the number deſtroyed i is above three hundr ed-and twenty 


thouſand; beſides all that are killed i in defending themſelves from | 


being taken and ſold to us: and by ſome of the accounts given 
from thoſe that were on the coaſt of that country at the time, it 


appears that ſome thouſands were killed i in the battles: that were 
fought to furniſh a ſingle ſhip with her cargo of ſlaves. This 
ſeems to be the ſubſtance of what is ſaid in the papers on this ſub- 


> jet but the variety of miſery of which the whole is made up, 
is neither to be deſcribed or even conceived by any perſon that 


would fit down to conſider the various ſtages of diſtreſs which theſe 


people are made to paſs through by our means. 


Tua the principles of natural juſtice, and all that i is has * 
men to men, is violated and trampled under foot by this trade, 
need not be ſaid; and on the ſide of humanity the following autho- 


rities may have their weight : — The laws of England take no 
4 notice of negroes being different from other men there is no ſuch | 


« thing as a flave by the laws of England.” (Lord Chief Juſtice Holt.) 


% Whatever inconveniences may follow, I cannot ſay that it is 


4s allowed by the laws of England.” (Lord Chief Juſtice Mansfield.) 


It is repugnant to reaſon, and the principles of natural law, that 
| bh ſuch a ſtate ſhould ſubſiſt any where. (Sir William Blackſtone.*) 


0 Lord Raymond's Reports, 127 Mr. Lofts, 193 Commonitaries i i. 423. 1 3 
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A F cl erachte res country Fuleied all this | bunt), ar 
infliting it, how/fuflly" ſhould we think it was Uftiblithed by the 
Suprettie Governor of the world, That the pehple bf one count 
try, who! enflave-thofe"of another, ſhall themſelves! be *enflaved'; 

and that à nation, thus allowing innocent *dlo6d to be ſhed By "its 
Fabjetts, would be male « defokite e wilderneſs 2 Revelation xt, 16. 
Jad . 1% — 18) 20. at eee ct er 

Tas reſt' of theſe pages ©: dntith 4 ſhort w ef hat appears to 
Hive been the conduct of the Britiſh nation to other countries. to 
the Caribbees of St. Vincent's to the people of Cotſica, Turkey, 
and Poland, &cc. ! it is hoped. the change that has taken 1 


and 178 2—the whole of what we haye ſuffered," the Ange to 
which we ſtand expofed, and the load of expen encg chat has deen 
laid upon the labours of induſtry, will title any attempt 
which may ſhew in the leaſt degree the neceſſity of ſueh an enquiry 
into our national conduct, as may diſcover whether this change in 
our circumſtances may not have proceeded from ourſelves, and be 
the juſt and neceſſary reſult of our own conduct; and how far it 
may be due to the reſt of the world, and to our own ſafety, to re- 
verſe thoſe national ſentences which have been given within our 
own times, and which have had the effect of ſanctions to that con- 
duct of the ſubjets, which, within the laſt twenty years, has ren- 
dered miſerable and deſtroyed millions of mankind ; and which 
muſt lead a conſiderable part of the world to look forward with 
dread: to the time when they ſhall hear of our recovering that ſtate 
of peace, which, when laſt in our poſſeſſion, was made uſe of as the 
ſeaſon wherein to plunder, oppreſs, enſlave, and to ſpread war and 
ruin in diſtant countries, whoſe inhabitants never came to do us any 
injury; and who have never received from us any acknowledgment 
or reparation for the wrongs they have ſuffered at our hands - wrongs 


which, by the plaineſt rules of juſtice, demand the aboliſhing of 
EE __ the 


„% „ 
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-the very tan of thoſe trading ſocieties, 3 in whoſe names ſuch enor- 
mities have been practiſed in India and in Africa, and which, fo 
long, as they continue to exiſt in this nation, from the character 
they have obtained, cannot but place the Whole community, in the 
eſteem of a great part of the world, as in a ſtate, of avowed oppo- 
fition to all the rights of other nations, whenever we have the 
power to deprive them of their poſſeſſions or enſlave their per- 
ſons a conduct which, when paſſing with impunity in any 
country, or with the countenance of any ſtate, is as expreſſive of de- 
Hance of the power and juſtice of the Diving BxIxG, as rebellisn 

in ſubjects is of contempt to the government under which they 
live; nothing being more conſiſtent with reaſon, or more plainly 
declared in the revealed will of the common CREATOR of man- 
kind, than that he himſelf is offended whenever any of their juſt 
and natural rights are invaded. 


oth May, 1782. 
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A ſhort account of the Mogul empire, from before the invaſion of Kouli Khan, 
of the ſtate of Bengal at the beginning of our wars in India, in 1757. 
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Of the meaſures for depoſing Surajab Dowla.—The battle of Plaſſ, and the ad- © 
vancement of Meer Taffier to the government of Bengal, 
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Tue Reign of Meer J aller. | 
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Colonel Caillaud's account to the Committee, of the revolution in favour of Cofſim, 
in 1760. His letter to Governor Hotell, May 1 760. State of affairs oy Mr. 


Vanſittart's arrival, Auguſt 1760. State of affairs September 1760. Delibe- . 


rations thereon. Mr. Vanſittart's conſultation with Caſim, previous to the revo- 
lation in his favour. Mr. Hotel's converſation with Roydullub on what was 


intended. 


CHAP: VIII. Page 152 


in a letter from the Preſident and Colonel Caillaud, Oftober 1760, Papers and 
letters addreſſed to Meer Jaſſier, by Mr. Vanſittart, before the revolution. Mr. 


Allis and Mr. Summer's approbation of theſe proceedings; Mr. Verelſts and 


Mr. Smith's objettions. The reaſon. 4 the. reuolution, aſſigned by Mr. 
Vanſittart. . 77 
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Opinions on the revolution in favour of Calin Aly Xhan. His conduss; and: | 


tranſactions during bis reign. 
Mr. Ampatt's minute concerning the revolution. Letter againſt it to the Dire 


tors, March 1762, figned by Meſſrs. Ls Fs 8 wet re, Ellis, * and 


Verelſt. 


Their propoſal for ating in favour of the Shazadah, who had aſked 285 affiſftance 


to reſtore bim to the throne of his father, the laſt Mogul. 
Their reaſons for ſupporting a party in the Court of Calin, 45 4 balance of power 
againſt him. 
Colonel Caillaud's reaſons for approving of the revolution i in favour of Caſim, and 
His account of the terms of it. 
Mr. Summer's account of the ſame ranſaftion. Cnet E s account. * the 


approving of the revolution 1 7 63. 


rb revolution i in favour of Caſſim Aly Khan, in OBober 1960. An atount of it, | 


circumſtances relating to Ramnarrain, Governor of Patna. The Prebl letter, 
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Sir Ap Cuote's, account of the MANI ala relative to re bis 


opinion of the revolution, and tranſattion between him and the Nabob Caim. 
Lord Clive's account ef Raninarrain's affair. Coneral Carna®'s account of the ſame? 
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| Colonel Munro's account of the operations of the army, "IS he ſucceeded: Major? 
Carnuc in the command. The defeat of Shujah Dowia. The Mogul puts bimſelf 
under the protection of the Engliſh. The death of Meer Jaſſier; and "the ad- 
Be pots of his ſon Najum ul Dowla to the government. General Carnac ſuc- 


'ceeds Colonel Munro in the command of the army, in January 17 05. 
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8 CHAP. E 
Of the cuſtoms at manners of the inhabitants of Bike: ud f aa coun- 


try, the ſeat of the Engl, iſh franſattwons. 


H E country, the ſeat of the Engliſh tranſactions in the Eaſt Indies 
is in the empire of the Great Mogul, called India within the Ganges, 


a country of about 2000 miles in length, and 1500 in breadth. Cape 


Comorin, in latitude 6, is its ſouthern extremity; the Coaſt of Coromandel 
is its eaſtern ſhore, waſhed by the Bay of Bengal, into the upper or north _ 
of which the great river Ganges empties itſelf through ſeveral channels. 
one of theſe ſtands Calcutta, where the Engliſh have their principal Sy in 
Bengal, called Fort William. Bombay lies on the weſt ſide of this grea eat 
country, which is called the Malabar Coaſt. Madraſs and Fort St: David's, 
two other factories of our India Company, are on the eaſt or Coromandel fide. 
The city of Dehli is the vapital of Indoſtan, and contains the imperial 
palace. India beyond the Ganges; the Main Land, or the Mogul's Empire; 
and India within the as are the three great diviſions of this vaſt and 
10 | pPopulous 
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Empire, are incladed j in the name of Indoſtan, and | by ſome are o fall to con- 
tain more than an hundred. millions of inhabitants. oy 3 
TRE province of Bengal is eſteemed the ffore-houſe of the Faſt hate, 
and its fertility is ſaid to exceed that of Egypt after being overflowed by the 
Nile. Amidſt the plenty of its natural produce is rice, corn, and ſugar; its 
callicoes, ſilks, and ſaltpetre go all over the world. The country is inter- 


ſecded with canals to the Ganges; and for an hundred leagues on both ſides 


of that river the face of the country is full of cities, towns, villages, and 


caſtles. Such, ſays Mr. Scrafton, was the ſtate of this country before it it was 


ravaged by our late wars “. i 

Tux Mahometans, or Moors of Indoſtan, make but a ſmall proportion 
of the number of the inhabitants, by far the greateſt part are the Gentoos, 
the native Indians deſcended from the original inhabitants of this coun- 
try. The Bramins, who are the teachers of their religion, ſay, that 
Brumma, their law-giver, left them a book called the Videm, which con- 
tains all his doctrines. In this they are taught to believe in one Su- 
preme Being, in the immortality of the ſoul, and a future ſtate of rewards 
and puniſhments : but, from an opinion that ſenſible objects were neceſſary, 
theſe doctrines have been taught by allegory : hence they have images of 
God, according to the attribute they would expreſs; his power, by an 
image with hands and ſwords ; his wiſdom, by an elephant s head: But i in 
proceſs of time, the explanation being loſt, different images are worſhipped 
in different parts; and the firſt great, but ſimple truth of an Omnipotent 
Being is loſt in the abſurd worſhip of a multitude of images, which, at firſt, 
were only ſymbols to repreſent his various attributes. Their cuſtoms are a 
part of their religion, being ſanctified by the ſuppoſed divine character of 
their legiſlator, who, they believe, was a Being of ſo exalted a nature, as to 
be inferior only to Gop himſelf; of infinite knowledge, and all his words 
were truth. 

Tux natives of India are diſtinguiſhed by their diviſion into tribes; the 


principal of which are Bramins, Soldiers, Labourers, and Mechanics. Some 


few of the Bramins, who are verſed in their learned languages, ſoar above the 
an but the generality are as ignorant as the laity. Such who are not. 


2 Reflections on che Government of Indoſtan. 
engaged 
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engaged in worldly purſuits, are a moral, ſuperſtitious, innocent people, who = 
promote charity as much as they can to man and beaſt: but ſuch who engage 
in the world are generally the worſt of all the Gentoos ; for, petſuaded the 
waters of the Ganges will purify them from their ſins; and being exempted 
from the rigour of the courts of juſtice, under the Gentoo governments, 
they run into the greateſt exceſſes. The Soldiers are called Rajah-poots; per- 


ſons, deſcended from Rajahs: they are more fobuſt than the reſt, have a nice 


ſenſe of · honour, faithful to thoſe they engage to ſerve, have a great ſhare of 
courage, but as ſoon as their leader falls in battle, they run off the field with- 
out any ſtain to their reputation. The Labourers are the next in rank: this 
tribe includes all who cultivate the land. And the Mechanics, all who 
follow any trade, merchants, and bankers. Beſides theſe four-tribes there is 
another diviſion, called the Hallachoris, who may be ſaid to be the refuſe 
of all the reſt. Theſe are a ſet of poor unhappy wretches, deſtined to miſery 
from their birth: they perform all the meaneſt offices of life, and are held in 
ſuch abomination, that on the Malabar fide of India, if they chance to touch 
one of a ſuperior tribe, he draws his ſabre, and cuts him down on the ſpot 
without any check from the laws of the country. The different tribes are 
kept diſtin, and forbid to eat or drink out of the ſame veſſel, and every 
deviation ſubjects them to be rejected by their tribe, and renders them for 
ever polluted; and they are thenceforward obliged to herd with the Halla- 
chores, to be expoſed to the ſcorn and miſery theſe rejected people are 


doomed to before they are born, and, do what they can, ſuffer till they die. 


But, excepting this injuſtice, amidſt all their errors, they agree in thinking 
that there is o SUPREME GOD, AND THAT HE 1s BEST PLEASED BY CHARITY 
and Good Works. Their worſhip and ceremonies at the great temple of 
Jagernaut ſeem inſtituted to remind them of this; for there the Bramin, 
the Rajah, the Labourer, and Mechanic, all preſent their offerings, and 
eat and drink promiſcuouſly together, as if they would inſinuate, that 
all thoſe diſtinctions are of human invention; and that in the ſight of 
God all men are equal. The poor Hallachores are not ſuffered to come 
up to the temple among them. Surely their unconditional rejection is 
ſomething worſe than human invention! This diviſion into tribes has 
always occaſioned ſuch a diſunion among them, as has made them an eaſy 
prey to every invader; for no man thinks of defending himſelf, unleſs he is 
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of che Soldiers tribe: and hence' it is that the invaders, who, like Alexander, 


came in on the northern frontiers, inhabited moſtly by Rajah-poots, have 
always met 2 very brave reſiſtance, while thoſe who came in from the ſea, 
have met with very little. But it is the ſame diſtinctioꝑ alſo which has pits 
ſerved the manufactures among them, under all the revolutions and all the 
oppreſſions introduced by the Mahometans ; for while the ſon can follow no 


other trade than that of his Wee * manufactures can be loſt only by 


exterminating the people. 

Tum legiſlator has even a elbe different kinds of ford to the diFerent 
tribes. The Bramins touch nothing that has life; their food is milk, vege- 
tables, and fruit; and if you ſhew them through a microſcope the inſets on 
a leaf, inviſible to the naked eye, they ſay it is a deceit ; that the objects are 
in the glaſs, not in the leaf. Another circumſtance, that contributes 
to form their general character, is their marrying when infants; and yet 


no women are more to be admired for their conjugal fidelity, in which 


they are diſtinguiſhed beyond the reſt of their ſex, by that remarkable 
cuſtom of burning with their huſbands. Many authors aſcribe 'this to 


have been inſtituted to prevent their wives poiſoning them; but I am 


well perſuaded, they often ſubmit to it from a nice ſenſe of honour and con- 
jugal affection. Let it be conſidered, they are brought up together from their 
infancy, the woman has no opportunity of ever converſing with any other 
man; her affections are centered ſolely in this one object of her love; ſhe is 
firmly perſuaded that by being burnt with him, ſhe ſhall be happy with him 
in another world; that if ſhe neglects this laſt token of affection, he may take 
another wife, and ſhe be ſeparated from him for ever. No doubt they are 
likewiſe influenced by the diſgrace of ſurviving him; for they are then con- 
demned to a perpetual widowhood, and from miſtreſs of the family degraded 


to the ſtate of a menial ſervant. This affords but an unhappy proſpect, 


whereas their burning themſelves is thought to reflect great honour to the 
family; and there is no doubt but the dying huſband recommends it to her 
in his laſt moments. Thus their minds raiſed to the utmoſt pitch by this 
ſtrange commotion of love, grief, and honour, they go through the terrible 
trial with amazing fortitude. The practice is far from common, and only 
complied with by thoſe of illuſtrious families. Nor is it on this occaſion only 
that the Gentoos meet death with fortitude. The men are * ready 

to 
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governor of the province; but finding no redrefs, they all ſwallowed poiſon; 
and died at the door of his tent. Another inſtance of their fincere devotion: 
to their religious principles we had when the forces came from Madrafs, 
by the unexpeRed length of the paſſage, they were greatly reduced for pro- 
viſions, inſomuch that there was no rice left for the Gentoo ſeapoys, and no- 
thing to ſerve out to them but beef and por; but though ſome did ſubmit to 
this defilement, yet many preferred a languiſhing death by famine, to life pol - 
luted beyond recovery. The Mahometan governors often take advantage of 
this, when they want to extort money from them; and though they will bear 
the ſevereſt corporal puniſhment rather than diſcover their money, yet, when 
once their religious purity is threatened, they comply, if the ſum is in their 
power; if not, and the man is beloved by his tribe, they make a ſubſcription 


to raiſe the money. Fortitude on theſe occaſions is common to all of them, 
even thoſe who in other dangers appear of moſt daſtardly diſpoſitions. Such 


is the force of principle, that it has preſerved its efficacy through a ſeries of 
ages. And when we conſider the dreadful penalties annexed to any deviations 
from what their religion ordains, we ſhall ceaſe to wonder at the little change 

that appears gere the er compared with n earlieſt accounts we have 
of my” 

Turkx is no fora a general character of much a numerous chats 8 
over ſo vaſt a tract of country, extending from Cape Comorin, in the latitude 6, 
to Lahore in 30. The whole of it is divided into little principalities, many of 
which being tainted with the diſſolute manners of their conquerors, afford a va- 
riety of characters differing according to the climate, the tribes, and the govern- 
ment. But, in juſtice to the Gentoo cuſtoms, I muſt ſay, that before the late 
wars between the French and us in the Carnatic country, which is chiefly di- 
vided into little Indian Rajahſhips, human nature in no part of the world af- 


forded a finer ſcene of contemplation to a philoſophic mind : 1 70 thin 8 


nn calculated to promote agriculture and manufactures. 
Tux fruitfulneſs of theſe hot countries depending entirely on their being 


well watered, and the rainy ſeaſon being here of very ſhort duration, the 


preſervation of the water is a principal _ for m_— reaſon the high 


55 

ous purity of which words: . 

retnarkable inftaiice in ret Bramiins, who had their daughters forced from 
them by a Mahometan, beyond the reach of juſtice; They oomplained to the 
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mountains; and-theſe relbrroirs are, hiya by W for: the pub-. 


lic- benefit, every man paying for his portion of a drain. The roads are 


planted with rows of large trees, which add to the beauty of the country, and 


afford a pleaſing and refreſhing ſhade; and every two or three miles are ſtone 


buildings called Choultrys, for the conveniency of travellers, who always find 
Bramins attending to furniſh them with water. And ſo free is the country 
from robbers, that I doubt there having been an inſtance of one in the me- 
mory of man. The diamond-merchants, who generally paſs this country, have 
ſeldom even a weapon of defence, owing to that admirable regulation, which 
obliges the lord of that ſpot where the robbery is committed, to recover the 
effects or make good the value. At the extremity of every town or village 
are large groves of trees, where the weavers carry on their manufactures; 
e there is a handſome ſtone reſervoir, called a 
Tank. 

Ix the capital of every conſiderable diſtrict, is generally a large arg or 
pagoda ; ſome of them moſt ſtupendous buildings, all of ſtone ; the outſides, 
from top to bottom, adorned with little images, repreſenting the hiſtories of 
their gods. Theſe pagodas are generally built by the Rajahs, or rather by 
ſucceſſive generations of them, for ſome of them appear to be the work of 


ages. They conſiſt of ſeveral courts, which contain places for their idols, 


and apartments for their Bramins, of which there are ſome thouſands, who 


have generally the revenues of a wot of country Aligned: them for their 
ſupport. 

Taz Bramins, who in other reſpets have p the doctrine of, their 
founder, have however ſtrongly inculcated the virtue of charity, by teaching 
them how much it will contribute to their happy tranſmigration. It is 
the height of their ambition to have a temple or choultry called after their 
name, and reflects more honour to their children than if their n had left 


them immenſe wealth. 


Many of the Gentoo provinces yield 2 4 revenue, in proportion of 
extent of country, equal to our richeſt countries in Europe; and yet, 


| like us, they have no mines, but draw their wealth from the la- 


bour of their hands. Such was the Carnatic before it was ravaged by our 


late wars. I have been told, that the Senda of the northern provinces 
6 ſtill 
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« ance, and were af laſt convinced it was better to have them as a kind of tri- 
' butary allies than enemies, Ehbar Shah was the firſt who entered. into, 31 trea- W 
ty wich them ; his example was followed , by. ſucceeding emperors, and they BR b 
long, prayed an excellent barrier againſt the Afghauns and the northern Tar- _, 1 bh 
tars : but when the emperors degenerated into lewd monſters and tyrants, they | | 
farſook their alliance, and thenceforward the empire was expoſed to the. i inva= 2 
ſion of the Mharattas, the Perſians; and laſtiy of the Afghauns. RED? * 
Tux moſt extenſive Gentoo government is chat. of the Mharattas, who he | 2 
now almoſt overturned the whole empire. The military ſpirit that has pre-. 
vailed among them for the two laſt centuries, has utterly corrupted their man- be 
ners ; their manufactures are totally neglected ; commerce is baniſhed ; and 
the Raiabs have laid. waſte, their own country by their oppreſſion, almoſt aa 
much as that of their. enemies; while the generals of their army and their ſol- 
diery are grown; immenſely; rich by the plunder of more than half of the Mo- 
gul Empire. There are a number of Rajahſhips interſperſed throughout India, 
which, by the advantageous ſituation of the country, have either never been 
ſubdued, or are anly tributary to the Mahometans, preſerving their own reli- 
gion and laws; ſuch is the Rajahſhip of Tanjour, the Rajah of which repulſed 
the vetetans of France, commanded by Lieutenant-general Lally. 

We read in ancient authors, that the Brachmans, who, I incline to think, 
were a ſet of philoſophers, rather than the tribe of Bramins, excelled in aſtro- 
nomy, and were famed all over the world for their learning. It is very poſſi- 
ble they had juſt pretenſions to that character; but in all theſe eaſtern coun- 
tries, if any man poſſeſſes any ſecret of nature, he only conſiders how he ſhall 
make uſe of it to delude the ignorant multitude, and attract their veneration ; 
and therefore the key of the Arcana is truſted to very few. For example, 
that the Bramins: could foretell an eclipſe ; and yet aſk them the nature of 
it, and they tell you an abſurd ſtory of a dragon laying hold of the ſun; and 
they teach the people to run into the river, and make all the noiſe they can, 
which they- perſuade; them will frighten the dragon away. The Bramins are 
poſſeſſed of a liſt of eclipſes calculated for ſome thouſand years to come; 


but it is the ſyſtem of the Bramins, that the vulgar are to be governed only 
i by - 
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Spiktig advantage of their 


only 4 Plane or genius that preſides over every day, but over every hour, 
every minute, and very action; nor do they enter on any new undertaking: 
without conſulting! it, and it requires A concurrence of fortunate circumſtances 
to form a lucky minute. Some days are fit for going to the north, others to 


ſtain from all manner of buſineſs, and a clap of thunder at once breaks their 
reſolutions, let the almanac ſay what it will ſo that between the Mahometan 
and the Gentoo aſtrologers together, "one half of the year is taken up in un- 


lucky days. The head aſtrologer is ever-preſent at all their councils; "6 


new enterprize is begun without his being firſt conſulted ; and the 
ſhould march an army againſt the opinion of the aſtrologer, vould be ab much 
condemned as the Roman general who fought though the chicken would not 
feed. On the whole, the Gentoos, uninfluenced by the Mahometans, are a 
meek, ſu perſtitious, charitable people; a character formed by their temperance, 
cuſtoms, and religion. They are almoſt ſtrangers to many of thoſe 'paſſions 
that form the pleaſure and pain of our lives. Ambition is effectually re- 
ſtrained by their religion, which has, by inſurmountable ' barriers, confined 
every individual to a limited ſphere; and all thoſe follies ariſing from debauch- 
ery, are completely curbed by their abſtaining from all intoxicating liquors; 
but they are ſtrangers to that vigour of mind, and all the virtues which ani- 
mate our more active ſpirits. They prefer a lazy apathy, and frequently 
quote this ſaying from ſome favourite book: lt is better to fit than to walk, 


to lie down than to fir, to ſleep than to wake, and death is beſt of all,” Their 


temperance, and the enervating heat of the climate, ſtarve all the natural 
paſſions, and leave them only avarice, which preys moſt on the narroweſt 
minds. This bias to avarice is alſo prompted by the oppreſſion of the govern- 
ment; for power is ever jealous of the influence of riches. The Rajahs never 
let their ſubjects riſe above medioctity ; ; and the Mahometan governors look 
on the growing riches of a ſubject as a boy does on a bird's neſt : he eyes their 
progreſs with impatience, then comes with a ſpoiler's hand and takes the fruit 
of their labour. To counteract this, the Gentoos bury their money under 
. ground, often with ſuch ſecrecy as not to truſt even their own children with 


the 
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che exceſſes they run inte in judiciat aftrblogy, which they Edtry indeed tothe 
_ higheſt degree of folly. Their almanac," compoſed by che Bramingz "Ras nor 


the ſouth; ſome days are ſo entirely taken up by evil ſpirits, that they ab- 
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che wounds of it; and it is amazing what they will ſuffer Ait 2d be- 
tray it: when their tyrants have tried all manner of corporal puniſhments on 


them, they threaten to defile them; but even that often fails; for reſentment. 


prevailing over the love of life, they frequently rip up their bowels, or poiſon 
themſelves, and carry the ſecret to the grave: and the ſums loſt in this man- 
ner, in ſome meaſure accounts why the ſilver in India does not appear to 
increaſe, though there are ſuch quantifies continually coming into it and 


none going out of it. 


Tuner have but few chitdien; at eighteen their beauty is on the decline, | 
and at twenty-five they are ſtrongly marked with age: the men, indeed, wear 


ſomething better, though they alſo are on the decline after thirty. Thus the 
ſpring of life is but of ſhort duration, and the organs decay before the facul- 
ties of the mind can attain to any perfection. Is nature then deficient? Surely 
not, We always fee the organs of the body ſuited to the climate; nor do I 
know a ſtronger or more active race of people than the Mallays, who live 


moſtly within ſix degrees of the equinoctial: we muſt account for the ſhort- 
neſs of their lives in the early indulgence in pleaſures, their ſedentary way of 


life, and, in Bengal and the conquered provinces, in the dejected ſtate of 
their minds, oppreſſed with the 'tyranny of their conquerors. No wonder 
5 then, that with ſuch cuſtoms, ſuch bodies, and ſuch minds, * fall an eaſy 

Prey to e N | 
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or THE MOORS. 


- Py word Moars,i is uſed by us to a the Mahometans of all ſets _ 
countries who are ſettled in India. It is indeed neceſſary to have ſome general 
word; for whether Pytan, Perſian, or Tartar by birth, it matters not, the 
enervating ſoftneſs of the climate ſoon forms but one common character of 
them, the diſtinguiſhing qualities of which are perfidy and ſenſuality : but 


it will be, nevertheleſs, neceſſary to trace their progreſs to that character, and 


to diſtinguiſh the various nations from which Rog aol bedare: 811 are 
melted down into the common maſs. 
Tux Moors of India have the following origins. 15 
Tux Arabs, who came from the Perſian gulph, ſettled at Maſtulipatam; 
from thence made conqueſts of the open country up to Dehli, to which they 
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gave a race of kings, who were expelled by Tamerlane and his ſuecetfors3 
but they appear to have founded various colonies 11 ce parts, who wa 
fubſiſt, and are called Pytans. j He aten 

Tur Afghans, who came from Sl * m mountains that divide 
Perſia from Hindoſtan, are alſo called Pytans. The Mungul Tartars, who 
came from Bochara and Samarcand with Tamerlane, are commonly called 
Moguls. The fame name is alſo given to the Ouſbeg, Calmuc, and other 
tribes of Tartars, who are continually coming in, as a kind of adventurers; 
as well as the Perſians, who, fince the deſtruction of their own empire, ſeek 
a refuge at the courts of the Mogul and the Nabobs of the provinces. Theſe, 
withithe ſlaves they have brought up to their own religion, compoſe the whole 
body of Mahometans, whom we blend together, under the general denomi- 
nation of Moors; and who, though not in number the hundredth part of 
the natives, yet, by the diviſion of the Gentoos, keep them in ſubjection. 
The Moguls are in poſſeſſion of the throne of Dehli, and moſt of the mo 
pal governments and employments dependant thereon. 

Ir we would come at their true character, we muſt look for it in their 
education. Till the age of five or ſix, the boys of rank and family are left 
entirely to the women; and from the tenderneſs of their management they 
firſt acquire a delicacy of conſtitution : they are then provided with tutors, 
to teach them the Perſian and Arabic languages; and, at this early age, they 
are brought into company, where they are taught to behave with great gravity 
and circumſpection, to curb every motion of impatience, learn all the punc- 
tilious ceremonies of the eaſtern courts, to ſay their prayers in public, and 
every exterior of devotion; and ir is aſtoniſhing to ſee how well a boy of 
eight or nine years old will acquit himſelf in company. They are alſo 
taught to ride, and the uſe of arms; and are furniſhed with their ſhield 
and ſabre, and a little dagger at their waiſt, which is called à cuttarry, 
the principal uſe of which is to ſtab on occaſion. After the hours of 
ſchool and company are paſt, the parents an them e to baud __ ark "me 
diverſions. . 

Tus is the general education of all the _ and there are few exavpuions; 
the poor and middling ſort are only curbed by the ſhortneſs of their finances; 
for as ſoon as they acquire money, they tread in the ſteps of their ſuperiors. 


Nn and u Weine Fan fince 2 N homme oe the whole: —_ 
V. f . | 6 1 | { J NbSo5: 84 


* * — 


9 


0 TAE ProE or IV DIA. 1 ol 
| had they not ben continually ue with new recruits e original 


County. . 2 
Ti Pytans, as 1 aid We, are ſettled i in numerous he BURY" = the in- 


terior of India, and chiefly in the barren and mountainous parts, and appear 
to be the deſcendants of thoſe Arabs. who came from the Gulph of Perſia, 


«whoſe power vas broke by Tamerlane and his ſucceſſors ; but ſuch who had 


got poſſeſſion of any country difficult of acceſs, maintained themſelves there, 


and their/deſcendants are the beſt ſoldiers of the empire, but are deteſted by 


the Moguls, who look upon them to exceed themſelves in perfidiouſneſs and 
cruelty. They make a trade of hiring themſelves out; and, if they have an 
opportunity, make no ſcruple of dethroning the power which hires them. 
As to the Afghan Pytans, they ſeldom continue here, they only make incur- 
ſions for plunder, and return with their booty. The Ouſbeck Calmucs, and 


the various tribes of Tartars, who come to ſettle here, when they firſt arrive, 


are bold, hardy, martial people. They generally bring a good horſe with 
them, and are ſure to be taken into ſervice; for they are reckoned more faith - 
ful than other Mahometans. They begin as a ſimple cavalier, and are pre- 
ferred by degrees, till ſome of them come to great commands. At firſt they 
abhor the ſenſuality and effeminacy of their maſlers; but by degrees their 
native manners wear off, they adopt the luxury they deſpiſed, they marry the 
women of the country; and their children, or at the utmoſt their * 
children, have nothing remaining of their Tartar origin. 
Tux Perſians are but a ſmall number, and on account of the fairneſs of 
their-complexion, and their politeneſs, are favourably received at court, the 
great men being deſirous of marrying them to their daughters, that they 
may keep up the complexion of their family; for, degenerate as the Moors 
are; they are proud of their origin, and, as the Mogul Tartars are a fair- com- 
plexioned people, à man takes his rank in ſome meaſure from his colour. 
As to the ſlaves bred up to the Mahometan religion, they are much ſuch a 
race as the converts the Portugueſe make to their religion; they are deſtitute 
of all the commendable qualities of the e and N 12 8 the bad 
ones of the Mahometans. — 
 HoserTALiTY is almoſt en virtue 8 they can . - It ſeems 
to be a refuge from the oppreſſion of the government; and many of them 
ſcruple a breach of faith with any man they have entertained under their roof. 
But friendſhip is not a ſacred bond among them; it is ever in their moutha, 
C 2 but 
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more they laboured, the more they paid, the manufacturer, would work n 
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but ſeldom uſed unleſs to deceive. Their friendſhip, like their devotion, is all 


oſtentation; they will drink a dram in the intervals between each prayer, 


though all ſpirituous liquors are forbid by their laws: and they will ſtab while 
they embrace you ;. for which reaſon the great men never embrace. but- on the 
left, that the perſon they embrace may not come at their dagger. with their 
right hand. The Mahometans in other parts of the world are enthuſiaſts to 
their religion; but here the ſects of Oſman and Ali never diſagree but about 
the ſucceſſion to the government they live under. There are but few moſques, 
ſtill fewer prieſts, and the great men, though, by habit, vaſtly n in 
their private devotions, rarely go to the public moſques. 

Tux Moors may be divided into two characters; choſe who 0 at doe, 
and thoſe who are in poſſeſſion of it. 

Tux former are brave, active, vigilant, and enterprizing, RED. folk. 


ful to the party in which they engage; but once in poſſeſſion of power, they 


ſeem to. have ſought it only to abuſe it, by making it ſubſervient to their 
ſenſuality. They abandon themſelves to their pleaſures, and ſeem to be fat- 


"_ for a ſacrifice to ſome one that poſſeſſes thoſe ae ane have 


loſt. 
Till the invaſion of Nadir Shah, there was ſcarce a better 3 


government in the world. The manufactures, commerce, and agriculture 
flouriſhed; and none felt the hand of oppreſſion, but thoſe who were dan- 
gerous by their wealth or power: but when the: governors of the provinces 
found the weakneſs of the Mogul, and each ſet up for ſovereign in his own pro- 
vince, they invented new taxes, which the landholder was obliged to leyy on his 
tenants. The old ſtock of wealth for ſome time ſupported this; but when that 
failed, and the tenants were ſtill preſſed for more, they borrowed of uſurers 
at an exorbitant intereſt ; and the government ſtill continuing theſe demands, 


the lords of the land were obliged to do the ſame: but as all this while 


the value of the lands did not increaſe, the conſequence was, that, at laſt, 


5 unable to pay the intereſt of the mortgages, the rents were ſeized by rapacious 


uſurers. The government finding the revenues fall ſhorter every year, at laſt 
ſent collectors and farmers of the revenues into the provinces. Thus the lord 


of the land was diveſted of the power over his country, and the tenants ex- 


poſed to mercileſs plunderers; till the farmer and manufacturer, finding the 


more, the farmer cultivate no more than was neceſſary for the bare ſubſiſt 


- 


8 or eus Prorie or IS.. f 
of his family. Thus, this once flouriſhing and plentiful country "has in the - 


courſe of a few years been reduced to ſuch miſery, that many thouſands are 
continually periſhing through want. The crown-lands are ſtill worſe off; let 
out to the higheſt bidder, the farmer of them looks no farther than to make 
the moſt of his ſhort time; and the jaghire-lands alone remain unplundered. 


Hence that equal diſtribution of wealth, that makes the happineſs of a people, 


and ſpreads a face of chearfulneſs and plenty through all ranks, has now 


ceaſed ; and the riches of the country are ſettled partly in the hands of a few 
uſurers and greedy courtiers, and the reſt is carried out of the country by the 


foreign troops taken into pay to maintain the governors in their uſurpation. 
Theſe grievances have ariſen only ſince the invaſion of Nadir Shah, from the 


diſproportionate number of forces kept up by the revolred governors, whoſe 


neceſſities have led them into theſe oppreſſive meaſures ; and not from the na- 
ture of the government: for, till within theſe very few years, merchants were 
no where better protected, nor more at their eaſe, than under this government; 
nor is there a part of the world where arts and agriculture have been more 
cultivated, of which the vaſt plenty and variety of e a hs and rich 
merchants, were proofs ſufficient. 

UNHAPPILY for the Gentoos, themſelves are made the miniſters of oppreſſi on 


; over each other. The Moormen, haughty, lazy, and voluptuous, make them, 


of whom they have no jealoufy, the miniſters of their oppreſſion ; which fur- 
ther anſwers the end of dividing them, and prevents their uniting to fling off 


the yoke; and, by the ſtrange intoxication of power, they are found ſtill more 
cruel and rapacious than their foreign maſters ; and, what is more extraordi- 
nary, the Bramins ſtill exceed the reſt in every abuſe of power; and ſeem to 
think, if they bribe God, by beſtowing a part of their plunder on cows and 


Faquirs, their iniquities will be pardoned. Yet at the fame time, they ſerve 


their tyrants with fear and crembling. There is no further connexion between 


them than the uſe they are of to each other. The Gentoo, cool, deliberate, 


and indefatigable in application, is urged on by the proſpect of enriching 


himſelf, while his maſter finds means and leiſure to give himſelf up to his 


pleaſures. Thus all money affairs are in the hands of the Gentoos. Not only 
thoſe of the government, but every Moorman of rank, and every merchant, 


has his Gentoo agent, who keeps his accounts, and is the petty tyrant over his 
tyrant's ſlaves. Thus much for the management of the revenues. 

Wrrn refpe& to the executive part depending on power, the government 

: 2 
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—_ of the Moors borders ſo near on anarchy, it may be yandered how it keeps to- 
r gether. Here every man maintains as many armed men as the ſtate of his 
5 4 finances will admit ; and the degree of ſubmiſſion is proportioned to the means 
= ol reſiſtance; and the grand myſtery of their politics is to foment this diſ- 
| | ynion. Whenever any ſubject becomes formidable, either by his wealth gr 
15 | power, they prefer the ſilent execution of aſſaſſination to that of public juſ- 
tice, leſt a criminal publicly arraigned ſhould prove as a ſtandard of ſe- 
dition. f 
| LoyaiTy and patriotiſm, thoſe virtuous incentives to great 8 2 
ations, are here unknown ; and when they ceaſe to fear, they ceaſe to obey. 
| But to keep their fears and miſtruſts in perpetual agitation, whole legions of 
| ſpies. are entertained by the government: theſe are diſperſed all over the 
| country; and, inſinuating themſelves into the families of the great, if they 5 
| 8 : engage in any plot, are ſure to betray them; but oftener give falſe information 
| againſt the innocent for the ſake of reward. The perſon againſt whom they in- 
| 


We. form, ignorant whence. the information comes, in ſelf-preſervation informs 

; againſt his neareſt friends, Thus mutual good faith, the bond of ſociety, is 

broke; and treachery and ſuſpicion embitter every hour of their lives: but {till 

ſuch meaſures anſwer the end of the government, as far as the inſpection of 

the ſupreme power extends: in all theſe great unwieldy empires, they have no 

| check on the diſtant provinces; and a governor has no ſooner taken the oath 

| of allegiance, than he plots. how to break it with ſecurity, . In vain are all 

precautions, where there is no check but fear: whatever calls the emperor 

_ . | from the centre of his dominions, affords the opportunity of a revolt ; and this 

| is the ſource of all their revolutions. Money is here the eſſence of power; for 

| the ſoldiers know no other attachment than to their Pay: and the richeſt 

| | party becomes the ſtrongeſt, 

| ANOTHER principal cauſe of the frequent 3 in this country is thai 4 
_ - ſtrange error in the government of their armies. One would expect to ſec = 
= good ſenſe in their military eſtabliſhment at leaſt. Their whole force is di- | 

| "vided into great commands; and the pay is iſſued from the treaſury to the 

reſpective generals. Hence the ſoldiers regard only the man from whom they 

receive their. pay, and are intirely at-his devotion, except indeed the Empe- 

_ ror's or Subah's body guard, which he pays himſelf; and he only endeavours 

to keep a kind of balance of power among thoſe great, officers ; he does nat 


ſtudy to attach the whole to himſelf, but only a majority ; the reſt he awes 
with 
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wh bis power, and makes. them fight for fear : and what is lis: | 


nary, he s his troops greatly in arrear, from a miſtaken notion that they 


that if the invader offers fair, he wins over the general officers to him, and a 
revolution i is at once effected; or elſe they refuſe to take the field, till their 


arrears are paid; and perhaps the treaſury is too low to ſatisfy them, and y 0 1 


this delay the enemy have time to gather ſtrength; and finally, when the day 
of action comes, they draw their ſwords but faintly, having no great motive 


to inſpire them with courage; while the invaders are puſhed on by che 
| hope of reward and plunder. On the other ſide again, when the Emperors, or 


Subahs, have ſecured a majority of their general officers, and deſire to diſtniſs 
a part of their force, they abſolutely refuſe to pay what is juſtly due to then, 
and make them and their foldiers quit the country, or ere v follow HOW: 
with a body of troops, and cut them in pieces. 

An Engliſhman cannot but wonder to fee how lirele the ſabjets'i in MENT 


are affected by any revolution i in the government. It is not felt beyond the 


ſmall circle of the court. To the reſt it is a matter of the utmoſt indifference . 
whether their tyrant is a Perſian or a Tartar; for they feel all the eurſes of f 
power without any of the benefits, but that of being erempt En e 
which is alone a ſtate worſe than they endure. 

Tas laſt conquerors of India were the Tartats, under the conduct of Timer f 
Beg, a fierce and warlike people, who over-ran China and Perſia; bur their 
poſterity degenerated into a weak, effeminate race, incapable of maintaining 


the conqueſts acquired by the bravery of their anceſtor; ſo that in China the 


were ſoon expelled by the natives, till freſh itruptions of their uncorrupted 
countrymen again ſubdued them. The fame in Perfia, where the race of 
Tamerlane governed with great glory for ſome few reigris, till, enervated b by 


the contagious ſoftneſs of the” people they ſubdued, uy were unable 0 0 a Wo 


the invalions of the hardy mountaineers. 
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will be true to him from the fear of loſing their pay. The conſequence is, 
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State . the government of the Mogul Empire, and of MY) at the 53 = 
ginning of . the Engliſh wars in India. 4 


ROM the conqueſt of India by Tamerlane, about the year 1398, the 
a throne of the empire deſcended through a line of Mahometan princes 
to Aurengzebe; who, depoſing his father in 1666, maintained himſelf in the 
poſſeſſion of the throne till 1707, when he died. The revenues of the em- 
pire are ſaid to have been raiſed by this prince to the annual ſum of thirty- 
eight millions of pounds ſterling. The ſons of Aurengzebe contending for the 
dominions of their father, became ſubject to a combination of the great men 
of the empire, who raiſed and depoſed at their pleaſure a ſucceſſion of em- 
perors, till Mahomet Shah breaking the fetters of royalty, regained the au- 
thority of the crown, of which he was in poſſeſſion in the year 1738, when 
Thomas Kauli Khan, uſurper of the throne of Perſia, invaded the Mogul 
empire with an army of an hundred and ſixty thouſand men. About a third 
part of the number were ſervants and attendants on the army, the reſt were 
ſoldiers inured to the hardſhips and dangers of war; and they and their leader 
were animated with the hopes of plundering the richeſt country in the world. 
When the news of their approach arrived at Dehli, the imperial city, the 
Emperor was diſtracted with the divided counſels of his court. An old 
experienced general intreated his majeſty to allow him to pick fifty thouſand 
of his troops, with which he would give the invader ſufficient employment. 
to prevent his coming nearer the capital. But this advice was over- 
ruled, as being unworthy the dignity of the King; who in perſon took the 
field with an army of more than two hundred thouſand men, beſides a nu- 
merous train of attendants. Kouli Khan ſat himſelf down with a river in the 
front of his army. The King encamped on the plains of Karnal. His army 
was ſoon in diſorder for want of food, and the vigilance of the Perſian troops 
ſwept the ſurrounding country. Sa Abr Knax, one of the King's generals, 
ſeeing - his fellow-ſoldiers diſtreſſed for proviſions, and ready to be over- 


whelmed no leſs by their own numbers than the courage and activity of the 
1nvader, 
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invader, Nd led by the, jmpulſe pf his beart to the tent of the King; and, e 

| 3 the freedom of a ſoldier, told his maſter that there was no time to be 

1 | loſt in giring battle to.the Perfians ;, and, if the other generals refuſed to fol ER: 4 

lo him, he woyld commence the attack with his own diviſion of the army, 

defiring to die with his ſword in his hand, rather than fall ingloriouſly through -. oe 

Fe, the neceſſity of bunger into the power of the enemy. A party of the; rr. 

* Gans attempting to ſeize ſome of the baggage belonging to the King's army, ä 

| the battle began between a, ſmall number, but ſpecdily increaſed by ſupplies Z 

5 on boch ſides till it 8 general. The Indian army placed great de- . 

| pee on. their elephants ;- Shah Nadir (as. Kouli Khan is called). cauſed a 
number of camels to be ſent againſt them, bearing ſtages on which fires were 

burning : 500 t he terror | chis gave to the elephants made them fall back and dif= | = 

. order the whole army. Before night came on, ſeventeen thouſand Indiens 3 

were (lain, among whom were a great, number of perſons dear to his majeſty, 

* and of great conſequence to the ſtate. Not more chan one half of the King's 

army was brought to engage many fled wwards the, city ;, and the Perſians | 

EE pillaged at diſcretion, till they were interrupted by the night; in which the 

| Perſians , buried their dead, between two and three. thouſand in number. | 

About an equal number were wounded. A grand. conſultation was held in the | | 

Emperor's preſence during the night. Nizam al Muluck, his miniſter and „„ 

chief commander, related, in the moſt affecting manner, the deplorable ſtate | | 5 

do which the fortune of that day had reduced the court, and the danger to | 

f which the Emperor's perſon. was expoſed ;. his opinion therefore was to accom- 

modate matters with Suan Nabix. Many on whom the King had moſt de- 

pended, were either among the killed or wounded; and though the officer who 

gave this advice to his majeſty, was ſuſpected of treachery, in correſponding with | 

the invader, the aſcendency he had now acquired laid the King under, a 

neceſſity to. truſt to his advice. Full power was accordingly given him. by 

the Emperor to treat with the invader ; ; and the third day after the battle this 


miniſter and another Indian lord were introduced into the preſence of Syan ä 
Nadin; who faid to them—* I had intended to put your Emperor and. his oo 
cc troops to the ſword, but I will favour them; go tell him to come to me, ." 
« and we will make up our quarrel in a convenient. manner.” bt . ET 1 5M 
Manowzp Shan, the Gnzar Moour, who, but a "few days . was | = 
looked upon by mas 8 1 wiſdom and power ſomewhat morg ; e f 
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dan human; Whoſe titles declared him King of all tile Kings of the 
Farth, and Conqueror of the World, and who came from his Palace in all the | 
ſplendour of the eaſt, was now only allowed two hutidred hoffe to Attend him 
to the camp of Navi ; who placed him on a throne at his left-hafld, and, 
. after a few ſeritences of ceremony, ſaid ;—< You have without precaution 
4 put your all to the iſſue of one blow: I ſaw how you were entangled, and 
made you offers of accommodation; bit you; was 10 ll adviſed, or puffed 
« 1p with childiſh conceits, that you negle@ed che terms of my Fendſhip, 
e and abandoned your own intereſt. Now you fee to what ftreights you are 
reduced by the victorious arms of Perſia. However, I will not take your 
« empire from you; I only mean to indemnify myſelf for the expence of 
& this war, which muſt be paid: 1 WI leave you in poſſeſſioh of your domi- 
e nions.“: He did fo, after maſſicreing above one hundred thouſand of the 
inhabitants in plundering the capital of Detili, 3 at leaſt an hun- 
dred thouſand more in his way through the country. ruel invader re- re. 
turned to his on city of Kandahar, within the year 07 795 king with | 
more char feventy millions of pounds ſterling i in money and; je | 7 
I, HE cruelty of Thomas Kouli Khan is ſaid to have extort IP; a der- 
viſe this bold addreſs :—* If thou art a God, act as '1 God "if thou art a 
oy Prophet, conduct us in the way of ſalvation; if thou art a King, render 
* the people happy, and do not deſtroy them.” To which the invader re- 
plied I am no God, to act as, a God; nor 4 Prophet, to ſhew the way « of 
* ſalvation ; nor a King, to render the people happy : but 1 am he whom 
God fends to the nations which he has determined to viſit with his wrath.” 
Tus power and dignity of the Emperor were ſo reduced by this ſtroke, 
that he had nothing left him but the name of a king in many « of his provinces. 
The governors of them only kept up a ſhew of allegiance ; and retained in 
their hands the revenues they raiſed from the fubjects, to ſtrengthen them 
in their uſurpation. And, at the time the Engliſh military tranſactions firſt 
made a part of the hiſtory of the Mogul e the heir to the throne Was a 
ſtare priſoner to one of theſe governors. 
Tnar part of the dominions which has been the ſeat of cheEnglith 1 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa were in the year 1725 governed 
By S#ujab Caun, who for his fidelity to the King was inveſted with this go- 


. verumenr in his family. Wr and ah «hs he wrong by N over Ben- 
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be his eme two! Meguls, brithoth,” named Hadjes Hs = 
| - Cn, came to Bengal, powerfully recommended; by ſome. Ss REG . 


| 5 Orarahs at court, and were received imo his ſervice; the former as an officer. 1 
of the foot ſoldiers; who immediately attended his on perſon ; the other a 255 1 
: his Hookah; or pipe-bearer. Hadjee Hamet had in his younger days been ac ä - i 
| Mecca, which is implied by the title of Hadjee, given to all thoſe ho harr : | 
5 made that pilgrimage. This alone i is 4 great ecc 4 dation, in a country 8 . 
ſio far diſtant from a place, which, by the Kotany all Muflulmen ought to viſit ___ =, Fu 
once in their lives; and a reputation for ſariftity! is ie beſt. diſguiſe for an . 
ambitious man, among a people ſo full of enthufialm as are all the followers : 
p | of Mahomet : it gave him an eaſy introduction to the great, which he "well _ 
knew how to improve. He ſoon .diſcovered his maſter's ruling paſſion: to a : 


_ this he made his court, and ſaw himſelf in the road to gredtnels;s but was 
conſcious of a weakneſs which might prove an invincible obſtaele to his A : 
ſuits the want of that martial courage ſo indiſpenſably neceſſary in count, 
ihre no one is eſteemed but by his merit as a ſoldier, That, he khew, his hro- — 
| ther poſſeſſed in an eminent degree; he therefore determined to labour for his | - 
| advancement, reſigning to him the glory of command, and contenting him: 2 
ſelf with indulging an ardent thirſt after riches. Fame and dominion were | 
the darlings of his brother's more exalted ſoul. Thus, neceſſary to each other, 3 
they united choſe qualities which might have commanded ſucceſs in a much 5 = 
greater enterprize.”. Hadjce well knew; that here the .obje&-of our purſuit ä 
is itſelf criminal, crimes are the ſteps by which we muſt aſcend; no retreat, no =_ 
 -  - liſtening to the voice of nature; the paſſions themſelves muſt be ſubſervient, 
and conſtienee huſhed.  'Thus reſolyed, he is ſaid to have made a ſacrifice of 
his on daughter to his maſter. Admitted a favourite; he lifted his brother 1 
from one ſtep to another, till, in the year 1729, he obtained for him the | 
|  Nabobſhip'of Patna, where Allyvherde Caun ſoon made himſelf very powerful; ; N 
5 for, partly by policy, in ſetting the Rajahs of that warlike province at variance 
with each other, and partly by the fycceſs of his arms, he brought them to an | 
entire ſubmiiffion, makinggthem pay their tributes, and yet attaching them to , 14 
his '{ſcrvice; In the mel time, Hadjee, ag prime miniſter, had acquired Y 


: great riches both for himlclf and his maſter} but not chung to depend ca- x 0 
| ens cs pal ''_  tirely + 


—— 
- 


vernment of Bahar, independant of Bengal. This could not be ſo ſecretly | 


— 
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e on the frowns or ſmiles of another, and perhaps ſuſpecting jealouy 
_ * might be ſtruggling with affection in his maſter's boſom, he eyed*Patna 0 
ſecue retreat; and, by bribes among che great n men at Dekli, he privately, in 

1736, abtaincd a phirmaund, or royal grant, for his brother to hold the go- 


tranſacted, but enough tranſpired to excite the Jealouſy of the Soubah ; who 


| was probably meditaring revenge, when, in 1739, death ſurprized him. 


His only ſon, Suffraz Caun, ſueceeded him in his government, as well as in 
his defigns againſt the brothers; but when the means were conſidered; he 
ſaw the artful fabric they had raiſed had too firm a baſis for him to ſhake. 
Hadjee was in his hands j but he could not look on his brother's power with- 
out trembling. Awed by that, he determined to wait a more proper ſeaſon; 
and Allyvherde, checked by his brother's being in the Soubah's power, durſt 
not attempt any thing againſt him; ſo both determined to diſſemble. Ally. 
vherde filled His letters with proteſtations of loyalty and ſubmiſſion ; as the 
Soubah did his with aſſurances of the confidence he had i in him. As the 


courtiers and ſoldiers were moſtly enemies to the brothers, it is poſſible the 


Soubah might in time have executed his purpoſe 3 but, indulging himſelf in 
exceflive debauchery, even to that degree as to diſorder his faculties, he ſoon 
rendered himſelf odious to his people, and loſt the affections of thoſe who 


might have ſupported him. But nothing hurt him ſo much as a diſgrace he 
put on Jagutſeat, the greateſt banker, and perhaps the- richeſt ſubje& in the 
world. Hearing that his fon, Seat Martabrug, was married to a young lady 


of exquiſite beauty, he inſiſted on a ſight of her: all the father's remonſtrances 
were in vain; he perſiſted, and even ſent people to force her from his houſe; 
faw her, and ſent ber back, poſlibiy uninjured: but the very ſeeing her, in a 
country where women are kept concealed, was an injury never to be forgiven. 
The crafty Hadjee rejoiced in an event which ſeemed likely to add ſo powerful 
a family to their party : he immediately tendered his own and his brother's. 
ſervices, to revenge the diſhonour : which were readily embraced; and they 
brought over likewife one Allumchand, who had been a faithful ſervant to the 
father, and would have been ſo to the ſon, but had incurred his diſpleaſure, by 
repreſenting ' too freely the ill conſequences of his They had a con- 


ference; the iſſue of which was, that Allyvherde EE. march from Patna; 
6 to win as many of the general officers to their party 
as. 


* 


— 


9 
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a r 2 
t to ſend him to Patna.“ The berraed Set, ci 85 1 
dn inco che ſnare; and Fache received his diſmifion with Seat joy.” f 
ſoon joined his brother, and, by his artful eloquence, ſo gloſſt 
crime with the flattering expectations of future-greatneſs,” that | 
bern content with the authority he poſſefſed, was dazzled by 5 
Ae and Iaw not that he undertook the death of ths e „ 
Hadjee gave him no time to: relent: the reſplution was no ſooner formed 6 
than'-exevuted ;/ and, in December 17417 Allyyherde began his march, — 
writing to the Soubah, That he was oppreſſed with to find he Rad to „ 
many enemies at court, who, their miſrepreſentations, had perk 4 d 
to diſgrace. his wochen that he was coming t0 fling hinifelf at his feet, 

and prove himſelf his loyal ſervant.” The Soubah, rouzed from his deluſive | 
flumber, would have taken vigorous meaſures ; but the ſame traitors aſſured . 
him, he had nothing to apprehend from Caun, who tad only a 75 
few troops-with him; that if he would give them leave to aſſure Allyvherde, 

in his name, that he would reſtore his brother to favour, and that he was 5 
convinced of his fidelity, that would march no farther. The 

Soubah was again deceived; anf Alyvherde, by this delay of a few days, 

had time to gain the paſſes which divide gal from Bahar, where a few men | 

t have checked his progreſs. The Soubah upbraided his counſetlors - 

- with their treachery, who. pleaded, that themſelves were deceived; and he 

was now to put his life and government to the hazard of a battle. Their 

forces were nearly equal, each army con of about thirty thouſand men: 

but it was the. laſt day of his life that he was to | | | 
faithful to him. His chief reliance was on his artillery, little ſuſpeRing his 
_ maſter of the ordn ; who, after a fe diſcharges without ſhot, went over 
to the enemy, e ol followed by many others. Of all his commanders, - 034 
Miuſſet Cooley Caun, Goſes Caun, and Bauncer Ally Caun, alone remained | 3 
faithful to him. The two latter were killed. Muſſet Cooley ſought kis | i 
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In Kighe, Amd would have'perfiaded the Soybuh it d 12 — 
his elephaat- driver midertoa tr, him: ſufe to the city but he erieil. 
He ſcorned tþ give &nͤ to the rebels; and ruſhed with his guards into 
6 where, by his great efforts, he kept the event for 
dme time dubious, till, orerpowered hy numbers, he yielded to the ſuperior 
fortune ol his riyal; +. Muſiet Cooley Caun fled for Cuttack; of which he was 
governor ; while Allyvherde, joined by Sulfraz Caun's army, entered Muxada- | 
vad, March 30, 1742 und ſoon ſhewed'he wanted only a zuſt title ro make 
him worthy of this high ſtation. Contrary to the general praktice, he ſhed 
no blood aſter the action, contenting- himſelf with putting * 10h — 
children under gentle confinement." A enen Arn " £34; 11745 

His firſt act was to ſend ſor Hadjee, whom he: ad ke gh Blew, chat fi 
might have the: afliftance of his ſuperior judgment in maintaining what tis 
own bravery, directed by his brother's counſels; had? acquired: and, h | 
rewarded his patty with che poſts lately filled hy tiis adverſaries, diftributed 
part of his treaſure among them, an received che ſubmiſſion of the Rajahs, 
and all the great men, he took the field, with a ſelect body of Pattans added 
to his forces, under the command of Muſtapha Cam, a general of diſtin- 
guiſhed merit: then, appointing his broxher govemor in his abſence, he began 
his march againſt Muſſet Cooley Caun, ho was in Cuttack with the remains 
of Suffraz Caun's party. Aſter n ſhort and unſueceſsful reſiſtance, he 0 
with all his followess to Deeas ond. never mare diſturbed: the Soubah. 

Hz had but. a ſhort time to indulge himſelf in the eater 
being in quiet poſſeſſion of the three prowintes, 'when he was fuddenly 
2 with an invaſion of eighty thouſand Mharattas; who, entering over 

the Berbohim ine Wardainfontufe whether he could en ee time 
e it. n eu Tr * * . i Bf 1s 
ä may be neceſſary here te lr n the Mhargttas Ares and what their pre 
tenſions in Bengal. 3 9 11199. en 

Tas Rajah of Sirtarab,, 8 * the Soi Raja, a contidilen of 
Ne name of Schad put himſeif at the head of a confederacy of the 
| independant - Rajahs/4who-poſſefs7all che country called the promontory. of 
India, from Gaujam weſt to-Guzzerat : and Aurengzebe finding all his 
endegygurs to conquer them i in vain, and chat they harraſſed the Decan and 6 
other provinces bordering on their territory, was at laſt glad to make peace 
N * em on their on terms. Theſe were, the independant enjoyment-of 
the 


to 
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chout; and when there were any inteſtine diviſtions in the Mogul empire, ti 1 
MVzharattas fever failed to extend their boundaries till; gathering new ſtrength N 
a8 che Mogups declined, they enereaſed their demands to the chout of tlie „ 
whole empire, to which the weak Emperors were obliged to ſubinit. This „ 
year the Seu Najah ſent to dgmand the tout. The Emperor, brought to tbe ö 
laſt ſtate of imbecillity by the invaſion of Nadir Shah, and unable either to = 
reſiſt or comply, propoſed to them, among other expedients, to ſend a force Bo 
againſt Allyvherde Caun, to receive the revenues of the two laſt years,” ſen ES. 
his and his brother's head to cguft, and reinſtate the family of Sajah Cauni. & .-. 
The Nharattas gladly embrace a propoſal which: ſeemed ee them chu 8 == 
conqueſt; or at leaſt che plundeFof three rich prouinees. _— 
As their force conſiſts ſolely of light horſe, they made ſick rapid mitclins; | «i 
that their arrival was the firſt notice the Soubaly hatl of their intentions; and — 
he was chen unfortunately at the very extremity of his territories?! By ſoreet | 7 
marches he reached the province of Burdwan : but finding the enemy maſt'be 1 
up with kim ſhould he attempt to join his brother, he there intrenched im- 1 
ſelf, and was ſoen ſurrounded - by the Mharattas, who, though ſuperior in 2 
number, did not attempt to force him. Boſear Pundit, che Mharatta general, | 
now ſent a meſſenger to acquaint him with his demands; which were, the 
revenue due to the crown, the chouts of the two laſh» years, the treaſures of ; 5 
Soujah Caun and Sufftaz Caum ;; and that for the future the Sou Rajah/ ſhould — 
have 3 1 chout, in every diſtri& of the three pro- 
vinces, The intrepid Alyvhierde, exaſperated to hear ſuch haughty terms, | „ 
dem rden to fight his way through the enemy, and join his brother: | = 
He pur himſelf at the head of the Pattans; who, animated by his example, | 
and the promiſe of reward, charged with ſuch fury, thut they ſoon cut their 
way through the enemy, and gained the high road to the capital. They were 5 3 
followed by the- whole Mharatts army for three days together, till at laſt they = = 
reached the town of Cutwa, where happily. the river was fordable ;, and here _ 
his, ſituation, admitted of a little reſt: but when. he formed his forces. or 'Y 
paſſing, the rivers. he found them reduced-. to no more than three thouſand! I 
che reff of his army, conſiſting moſti of Bengal troops, the worſt 
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Joldiers i in the empire, had talen the opportunityi while the enemy was em- 
ployed {againſt the Pattans, of marching off towards Cuttack- The Soubah 
now ſaw, that the dangers paſt were fat ſhort of thoſe in pruſpect ;, hut, 


maſter of himſelf at all times, tie betrayed no. ſenſe of fear ; and he gaye, his 


orders with a chearfulneſa which was to his troops a certain omen of ſucceſs. 


Tuzxk was one paſs only by which che Mharattas could come to attack 


bim, before he gained che river: this he gave in charge to Muſtapha Caun, 
aſſiſted by Zaindee Hamet Caun, Hagjee's eldeſt ſon, and Meer Jaffier with 
> Pattans, with orders to maintain it till, the whole, army croſſed the 


The Mharattas, imagining the Soubah propoſed to continue at Cutwa 
yo Feine by his brother ſtood for ſome time aſtoniſhed at the deſperate at- 
tempt; but when they ſaw his army in the river, enraged to ſee. their prey 


eſcape out of their hands, they attacked the defile, with the beſt of their 
troops; but all the efforts were in xain againſt the brave Pattans, who obeyed c 
their orders with the loſs of half their number, and joined the Soubah with 
the reſt on the other ſide of the river ; and, in this memorable. affair, Meer 


Jaſßer is Laid to have killed ten Mharatzas with his own hand. Their valour 
was amply rewarded: by their generous maſter, who, hi mir at Muxa- 


davad, preſented Muſtapha Caun with ten lacks of rupees *,; and the reſt in 


proportion. The Soubah upbraided his brother in the ſeyereſt terms for his 


cowardice, in not coming to his aſſiſtance: ho pleaded, that, giving him 


over for loſt, he employed his time in fortifyiog the city; which the Soubah 


found ſufficiently ſtrong againſt an army which had no cannon- He had now 
ſtruck ſuch a texror into his enemies, and had ſo well eſtabliſhed his cha- 


racter as a ſoldier, that the Mharattas, not daring to attempt the city, con- 
tented themſelves with ravaging the country all round, till the approach of 


the rains obliged them to retire back into the en ee and Law an 
end to their operations. 
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Tus Soubah, on his acceſſion, 3 Jain: levies. of. WE in he. 


province of Bahar; ſo that in October, the rains being over, he again took 
the field at the head of fifty thouſand men. The Mharattas alſo increaſed 


ö _ ragt by the deſertion of Meer Hubbib e. the Soubah's party, 


. "The rapee is ry Sor firuck in the Mogul's wints, with « an lets rde of his name and 


ticles, che year of his reign, and the place at which it was ſtruck, ſt weighs from 7 dwts. 104 


gr. toy dwts. 11 gr. and the proportion of allay to fine filver is as 1 or 2 to 100. One hundred 


thouſand rupees make a lack, which is equal t 12,5001, ſterling ; one hundred lacks a crore; | 


one hundred erores an nd. 


* 


— 1 n Aa \ 1 — ., 


q > a + a n 4 i oy 1 8 4 , 12 — 4+ 1 4 4, 1 . Ie * 
bent af 3 n 22 mz, os * * "IX oY FIRES 9 * 9 2 
KO * Ni , 7 4 # 8 ; 4 © 3 "A, . . 
* of 1 N WF... P74 7 ! 
F . 77 Wh * e ry **. "$4 * 1 err 
it 28 3 * 1 Why ” pd * 
* 9 22 F * n 
go - FLY 4 * Poe 
- L * * = £7 * * N 25 
- * * * : * 
* 1 
we . 


Tu ssen Basen Aub or: ut. 


abide the reſentmient of an injuted _—_ * * eee wann 
country machs him very uſeful to them. „„ 
Vu Mhatattis, according to their be bade e e 
a general actiori, but endeanoured to bring the Soubah to terma: by har- 
raſſing his troops agd plunderitig his country. The Soubah ſent to offer 


peace j but the Mharattas, to their former terms, added that of the reſignation 


of luis government to Suffraz Caun's eldeſt ſon. Provoked at this, the ſubtle 
Hacdjee tempted his brother to try what treathery could effect. A conference 
wad. propoſed and accepted. A tent was pitched between both armies: and 
Boſchar Pundit, telying on the Soubah's oath on the Koran for his perſonal 
ſafety, advanced with thirteen of his general officers: The tent was double, 
and lined with armed men, mo on the. ſignal given, ruſhed on the unpre- 
pared Mharattas, and cut them to pieces in ſight of their own army, who 
breathed inſtant revenge; but the Soubhah advancing at the head of his troops, 

ſtruck terror into a multitude, without) commanders, and the Mharattas, by a 
ſpeedy flight, diſappointed him of his hopes of bringing them to a general 


FR 


PrP ORE cannon with him. Hie hadrhegn deputy. governor: of D 
but being called to the Soubgh's"court,: to atifwet to:ſome-ctimie- laid to his- 
charge; he rather choſe tojerbſt/himſelf with the enemies of his country, than 


engagement. The only revenge in their power was ravaging the country, 


which they did moſt effectually, burning the towns, and deſtroying the inha- 
bitants without regard to ſex or age. The Soubah purſued them ſo cloſely, 
that he at laſt drove them back over the Berbohim hills, having 0 may 
in different ſkirmiſhes,” and making a number of priſoners. _ 

The flattering proſpect was but as a ſudden calm, while the clouds he 
W to return with greater violence; ſor advice was now, 1744, brought 
of a freſh army of Mharattas entering by the way of Cuttack, under the com- 


mand of Ragojee; and of anothe her, by the way of Patna, commanded by Bala- 


jerow, general to the Sou Rajah; each of ſixty thouſand horſe. But, though 


independent of each other, they agreed to act in concert, and make an 0 | 


"1 


diviſion of all plunder and advantages that might be obtained. 
The Soubah, who was returning from Berbohim, apprehenſive of 3 


11 regained Cutwa by ſpeedy. marches, and proceeded to his capital 


with a mind full of anxiety at the mortification of being obliged to leave his 
country expoſed to mercileſs plunderers. He made ſuch additional works to 


Higley as the ſhort time would permit; and, e it under the charge of 


E Haqdhee, 
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Hachee, he ook che firhb again with kn army Waben | 
noops whoſe bodies were half exhauſted by fatigue; and their minds ſpiritlæſs 
through deſpondency. But behold = dawn of hope! He ſoon traced the 
denn, the two Mharatts generals; and, by the mediation 
of Sarſarow, a conference was conſented to by the Soubah and Balzzerow, at 
which a peace u concluded on the : following terms: The Soubah paid 
twenty-two-lacks for the chout vf the to laſt pears;' engaged to pay it regu/ 
larly for the fucure, and, it is ſaid, gave a lunge ſum s a preſent to the ge- 
neral himſelf; who, on his part, promiſed to vetire out of the country, and 
to aſſiſt in driving out the other Mhatatta army alſo. Balajerow did indeed 
retire himſelf, but left the Soubah to fight it out with his confederate; who, 
being no match for the Souba, divided us forces into ſmall bodies, and hid: 
waſte whatever- had been ſpared by tas pꝓredeceſſone, till . and 1 * 
0H. e . once more drove them out of the country. 

Tun next year they renewed the ſame ſcene z. but the an n 
10 cloſely, that he cleaved che country of them early in March 1745, Oriſſa 
and Cuttack only remaining in their hands v und now he promiſed himſelf 
ſome reſpite, at Jeaſt till the much of October. He this year appointed 
Zainder Hamer Caun Nabob of Patna ; who ſet out for that province with a 
confiderable body of troops, to prevent the incurſions of the province. 
About xhis time the Soubgh firſt conceived a jealouſy of the great reputation 
of his general Muſtapha Caun, who, by his bravery and unlimited prefuſion 
ro his „ hall made himſelf extremely beloved by them; 'erimes' fuſh- 
cient to render him obnoxious, under a government depending intirely on 


military power, and where there is no medium between ſupreme command 


and abject flyyvery. The generous open temper of the man conſidered, 1 


doubt much whether the 'Soubah's ſuſpicions were juſtly founded; but his. 


death was reſolved on; and it was determined to aſſuſſinate him the firſt time 
ke came to court. Muſtapha was too · much beloved to have it kept a ſecret 
from him. To be warned was ſufficient to be ſafe, His firſt thoughts. 


prompted him · to revenge which he was powerful enough to execute, but- 


tould not reſolve to ſpill the blqod of a man he once loved. He rather choſe 


xo quit the country with his Pattans, and was followed by Sumſeer Caun at 

die head of a conſiderable body more. They took their route towards Bahar, 

Wann paſs through hat province into their on country. _ 
6 alarmed at * a. deſection, and ſenſible no enemy rs 

L fo- 


ing the Mhzyatras, hy Srbat rewards: atziched de 
of che Pattaus to ce. The Fates, not. Abt any purfairg-h 
marched, dur ente 368, were: overtaken e . len ner 4: 
ed chens,. they inſtantly determined ©o fare. about and attack the Socha, 
whoſe: farqes, wege little ſaperior to their .awa. -The battle: began with. the 
moſt promiſing appearance of ſucceſs for the Pattans,. till Muſtana Can, 
borne away by the torrent of his paſion; .cadeavoured with. $00 great impe- 
tuoſity to penetrate that part where the Soubah uns, hut met with. 3: reliance 
bags brave, and received his death's wound" from an array lodged in his 
The Pattans, as if their general was their only ſource . life and 
x hog EDM fled: and ate earn e, Sa reached their 
own country. 75 2111381; 081 D HP 
Tun — Fan a | greater Fr pg T e vet r 
joy, forgetting the great ſervices they had received from the mfortunate 
Muſtapha, they: ſhamefully expoſed his remgins fo be ene, * 
nious manner through the ſtreets, of Pan, of 1 Oe a EE "in 
„Tux Mharattas, in this and the eine year r again e 
their incurſions. All the Soubah could do, was, to cover the country to 
the eaſt of the Ganges; north and weſt from Cuttack to Rajahmant, lay de- 
ſolate and uncultivated. Indeed they were not fo numerous; the country 
that had been ſo long expoſed to them, would no longer ſupport ſuch vaſt 
armies. But while his attention, was taken up by them, à greater, and 
more unexpected misfortune befel him. The fugitive Sumſeer Caun retutneũ, 
the beginning of this year, at the head of ſeven or eight thouſand Pattans, 
on a project concerted between him and Meer Hubbib, for the plunder af 
Patna. Of this Hadjee had fame intelligence, and haſtened to aſſüſt his ſon 
with his counſels. Sumſeer Caun arrived on the oppoſite fide of the Ganges, 
within à few hours march of the city, and wrote a letter to the Nabob of 
Patna, feigning contrition for what was paſt,” and deſiring his interceſſion 
with the Soubah to reſtore him to fawpur.  Hedjce adviſed him 146 ti the 
Lame ftratagena which had been {o ſucceſsful againſt Boſchas Nudlnit a hu. bis 
1on, whether from ſcruple ar fear, heſitated, and neterned for ani ar, that. he 
was not impowered to promiſe him pardon, but had wrote ts the court ia 


* n The orders ſoon arrived, which „n. follow his! father's In- 
E 2 81 3 


| 817K or THz Ob ERIC A 
The Sabah, at the ſame time, the better to deceidt dhe Pat- 


tuns, ihn 4h) Suffer Czun, that he gladly accepted hib ebvices,” aid | 


Prefled hi his march 80 Muxadavad. This propoſal Sutiſeer Caun mide ine of 
to croſi the river, giving out he intended to march on to Bengal. Both. 
parties defired a conference with the ſame treacherous views. It was ſettled 
they ſhould meet on a plain before the city, where a tent was pitched, under 
which Hadjee had contrived to * a ad which was to * frech is ſoorr as 
| Zaindee Hamet Caun retired. h - ene 

- SUMSEER came at the time el Abende by a ** band; each 
party endeavoured” to conceal their deſigns, by moſt exaggerated aſſurances 
of mutual friendſhip. On Zaindee Hamer's riſing to take his leave, Sumſeer 
Caun and his' followers drew, their ſabres, and cut 'down the Nabob and 
thoſe that attempted to defend him. In this confuſion the mine was neg- 
lected, and the Pattans advanced and entered the city with the fugitives, 
where they took old Hadjee priſoner as he was attempting to eſcape in diſ- 
guiſe. No. ſtratagem, no wily art could avail. After ſuffering every indig- 
nity which wariton- cruelty could ſuggeſt,” he was "ſeverely ſcourged, and 
mounted on an aſs, with his legs tied under the belly, and thus was led thee 
ſame tour he himſelf had appointed for Muſtapha Caun. Freſh törtures were 
then inflicted on him; and more were in reſerve, till one of his guards, 
pitying his great age and ſufferings, ! N72 a doſe of mon” which 
wor a period to his miſerable life. == 
Tuus Hadjee Hamet deſervedly met the ſame doom m Biuhſelf kad Tiens 


debe too, and gave the world an inſtüunce more of the eee of 
wickedneſs with happineſs. 


.* ALLYVHERDE Caun was for ride in debfbisbie * chis Abele. In 


his brother he loſt the faithful pilot, who had ficceſsfully ſteered the veſſet, 
in which their common fortunes were | embarked,” through all the ſtorms and 


dangers of uſurped authority; and in Zaindee Hamet, the prop and ſtaff of 


his declining years, to whom he had given one of his daughters in marriage, 

and whom he had deſtined for his ſucceſſor in the ſoubahſhip, of which his 
great merit rendered him every way worthy.” But frefh dangers ſoon rouſed 
kim from his lethargy. Agreeable to the plan concerted between Sumſeer 


Caun and Meer Hubbib, the Mharattas now entered the country by the Ber- 


bohim paſs, while Sumſeer Caun advanced with his Pattans towards the 
Nun ha had already taken the RR to revenge his brother's death. 
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ful in reſources, ſuggeſted to him an expedient, which-extricated. him from 
the (greareſt danger he was ever yet expoſed to. The Pattans,, he knew, 
ſfought from principle of revenge for the death of Muſtapha, and from an 


vho ſtoodſ him the hardeſt ſtruggle he had ever yet been engaged in, but which 


their generalþi and uhreſtrained by military. laws, inſtead of attacking the 
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1 Moon bun de eee 4% 
His firſt ſtep was to endeaoů by forced march to prevent their jun@ion. 7-5", 


The three: hrmiei; thus aparching towards each other, met at Bogglepore, as 


at on 'cormmohreentes} which-they: all reached at che lame time: but with 
hiv circumſtance; dit the:Soubahofaund himſelf, beyyeen their armies, /both 
now ready to attack him. In this dilemma, his ſuperior genius, ever fruit - 


attachment for their, ſurviving maſter ; but the Mharattas for plunder only: 
leaving therefore his camp ſtanding, he advanced briſkly towards the Pattans, 


ended in- eir , total. rout by The, death of their commander Sumſeer. Thie 
ſtratagem had its utmoſt effect. The. Mharattas, regardleſs of the views of 


Soubabꝰ s rear, fell to plundering his camp: regardieſs of all the eæxhortations of 


their officers. The Sbubah, after the Pattans were once broken, inſtead of 


purſuing them, found the Mharattas plundering; his camp i in the utmoſt con- 
fuſton. Thus, inrapable of making any ſtand, they were totally routed with 


very little loſs to the Soubah, who, thus revenged for the lofs of 5; faithful 


8 and beloved nephew, returned to the capital. 
The Mharattas nevericeiſet their incurſions, but kept bim almoſt « con- 


tinvaltyth ther field and-the little reſpite he had, was fully taken up in con- | 


trĩving means to raiſe money, to ſupport-the immenſe expences he was at in 
maintaining forces againſt them, to which he obliged: every body to contri- 
bute : nor did the European ſettlements eſcape, but, in 1747, were obliged 
to pay their quota; he obſerving alxays this policy; not to demand it of SE 4 

them all at the ſame zime, as e jadged 4heir Aon only could make = 


them formidable. 11 210. wort x n yi . i $# 721 "BE 7 47 nary © 2100 oN 


At laſt, in 17 50, à fim troaty was ſettled with the Sou Rajab,: by W 
55 province of Cuttack was given up to him, and the chout Was ſettled at 
twelve licks per annum, Gace which they have never moleſted theſe provinces. 
The only alarm he ever met with aſter this, was the march of Monſur Ally , 
Caun, Viſie of the empire, into the, province of Bahar. I am not well ac- 
quainted with the motives of his coming: but he proceeded as far as Patna ; 
and it is probable, if be had continued his march to Bengal, the Soubah's 
troops,” awed with the: pomp of royal authority, and indged inſrrior in every 
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tons crete, ch inkrigeles bufty ing on againſt im * git hliged him to re · 
tai; "Ally vHicide Chun tate Ria a breſent . and ahe Vibno in 
tetuln; coftftrmed him in Bis foubah hp, 'od cbmüitien of his remitting yearly: 
00 gurt Hftyst yo lacks of rupets, in which hd wa afterwards very punſtual. 
1 have feen this brave ufurper ſtruggling through difficulties uhiah no · 
hing but the utmoſt conſtancy and intrepidity could fuimount> Let us now 
Bow him through the more pleaſing ſdehes of domeſtit ſliſe and public tran- 
quillity. Min great age, being now in his ſwvengy- third yeur; the low fidte of 
his treafury, ad the diſtreſſed condition of the provinces, which had been 
expoſtd to che Mharattas, and lay uncultivuted, and the minufattures: loſt, 
al required the reſt of peace; whith henbeforwatt it wasthis whale arttcation-ro 
preſerve. f rehtioned before, he Hint ho ſons of his n he therefors 
treated as fuch the iffur df Hacher / vie were Nowagis Mahmud Caun; mar- 
tied to his eideſt datighiter, Sid Hamet, and three! foris of ' Zaindee Hamet. 
The eldeſt of Laindee Hamers ſons; Hamed Mirza Mahmud, a lad of ſeven- 
tern years: of age, he adopted Hindelfy\and'took ivito his family: the youngeſt; 
hartietl Metzee Mutidee j"but--the- ſecond, calleth Fatect Cooley'Caun, was 
adopted 'by Nowagie Mahmud Caen. .Nowagis;/ thokldeſt of Hadjce's 
children, he made Nabob of Dacea, with che whole tevenue of chat rich pros 
Vince tb tnikirſtain his court; Sid Hamer was inalie Nabob of Purhunea, with the 
enjoyrhetit of irs revenues ; and Mirza Mahmrd was made nominal Nabob of 
Patna. "Bit the 61d man well knew rat no Muffuhnan was to be truſted with 
the power anritted to that nabobſhip imd therefore ſent one Joninam, a Gen» 
o, 'as deptity governor, always vdfervicg to viſit that provinceonce a year 
Himfelf.'* And Having thus truſted the diſtant provinces to thoſe he thought © 
nue rund tonflde in, he, in 1761, diſbanded the greateſt part of his forces, 
relying on his reputation in arms, to keep his neighbours in awe...) 4 
Ontil the year 1 52, it was irmagined* he intended: Nowagis Mahmud Caun 
{ot un fucceffor; but whether lit thought” his HitroW! penius unequal to the 
taſtt of government, or Wis more phiticoldrty Bianed by his great AHfectidn to 
a Makimivd, tie this year allothiteid che latter in che gowernehe, declared 
bt ret, ee ul em Gare wo title of _— al. Do. 
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dn dot bad. amaſſed grab gichss;: and, though 2 wes inate ang big: 

Self, had for bis price Win Aer ops Hoflein Cooley Caun, an able 4 
and much;eſtcemed by dh amy 3. and the other neghem poſſeſſed Sf rich 
province, well Errod hy ive and mountains, and daily inereaſing his forces; 
and compares, with. cheſe the uupromiſing qualities of Sh Dla, who way 
continually; jrnaefrd in debauchery; drinking to the jpemaſt. exgeſa, chuſing 
his cmpanions from the drags. of the pepple, am giving every indication, of 
a vicious and corrupt mind; moſt people, I ſay, little ĩmagined the ſuegeſſiog 
would ever fall to; him. But, in 1764, the balange ſeemed to incline to 
him ; for the Soubalt determined in his favour; andy. apprehenſive-Nowagis- 
mighs.proye soo powenfal: for him, thought, it expedient, $0. deprive. him. of 
his chief ſupport; in Hoſſtin Cosiey Cauni but as his nephem was geputy gr 
vernor of Dacea, they. heggan with ckim, Jeſt Hoſſein Cooley Gaun ſnouldd ſuſ- 
5 pect their intestions, etir e 60 Naca,. and ſet vp; for himſelf. Tha οννννEẽ 

of this affair was deft taSuryth Dowh, who, choſe for his inſtrument ogg Ag 
Saddoe,: whoſe athar was Hor of Chictigong, but xefided at, Pagra- Lhe 
ſony, an xxtravagatic debauched youth, Mus. then wader confinement at Nowar 
eis Mabmud-Caun's palace, being leſt there as hoſtage till he paid a large 
2 due far the xevenves of his goverament. Surajah Dowls aſſiſted him in- 

his eſcape, ; He Janded at Dacca the firſt pf December 1755, and engaged his 
lather in the antstprize, Beluded probably by the promiſe of ah Powle to 
make hit geverner of Haecs. The father and ſon, with twelve. of, their; de 
pendants, ſurprised the gavernar ſin the dead of night, and, after; ſame little 
| reſiſtance, in which the father was wounded, they cut,.off his head and ꝓro- 
claimed it, to. be done by the order of, Surajah Dowla: but the next day, 
an order arriving fram(, Nowegis: Mahmud Caun, 40 ſeize Aga Saddog- 

che een men Ae ace migen ente their. forces, and My E 


batt their opponents, pt: made N eſcape ; ; fo. che Scher n the 
zeſt of their party, were killed. This news reaching the capital, dhe. different 
parties were immediately in arms; but the old Soubah aſſuring is nephew 
| that Aga Saddoe had made this attempt entirely lin revengs ſor his cpnfingr 
ment, che weak, timid Nowagis: was appeaſed, and the gonſequence was, that 
Surajah Dowla; a few;days after, murdered Hoſſein · Coalæy Caun · in the ſtrters 
of Muxadavad. This puſillanimous conguct of Nowagis, made wnnαã t 
Aus 24 88 of the ſame fate. The old * now gave evident 


ſigns 


#, 


* 
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; end, Men's 'wiſhes and indikiatibiis 4015 pt 00 FY 
| Sutajah-Dowla ily deute OR ele dies; 
and role reliance” was had on'the*vniofi' of the twe Protherd. But provi- 
dence, fot its own wiſk ends, favoùted this youth with-rapid ſucces, Nowagls 
and Sid Hamet both died à natural death, within a month of each other; 
aid Allyvherde followed hem, April tis Lech ry 56, firſt giving Sufajah 
Dowla the keys of kis treaſure,” and declaring hip deſire that he ſhould ſuc- 
ceed him. 1 have before mentioned Surajah Dowla,' as giving to hard-drink- 
ing; but Allyvherde, in his laſt illaeſs, foreſeeing the ill conſequences of 
his exceſſes, obliged him to ſwear on the Koran, never more to touch any 
intoxicating liquor; which he ever after ſtrictly obſerved: But the ren 
he had already committed, had diſordered bis Faculties to that degree, t 

he had ever after à diſturbed imagination $-ſomerimes- frantio with — — 
and cruel to thoſe about him ; then/againearefſing them on equally: frivolous 
grounds; and all his words and actions betrayed. a violent and uneven temper. 
Judges of human nature will be apt to prognoſticate his ſudden fall from 
ſuch ſymptoms ; yet he came to the. ſoubahſhip with the moſt fla 
proſpect. He had an army formed by his predeceſſor, a. full tteaſury, and no 
competitors but the ſon of Sid Hamet, in arms in Purhunea, and an infant 
named Moradda Dowla, ſon to his brother, who had been adopted by 
Nowagis Mahmud Caun, and was now ſupported by his widow, with'a 
party which at firſt appeared formidable; but the attruction of à full treaſury 
Joon won that party over, and the e . n nne. with Vit 
N into his own palace. I. 

Taz late Soubah had frequently obſerved; FN the - Futopeans were likely 
| to conquer the whole country, and adviſedthis grandſon to keep a watchful 
eye over them: He uſed to compare the Eurepeans t. to a Hive of bees, of 

, whoſe honey you might a the ee” but if Jo Ae ow art ey 
would ſting you to death. 40 
Ar days before his death, he aid to his . p My life has been a 
life of war and ſtratagem: For what have 1 fought, for what” have: my 
eouncils tended, but to ſecure you, my ſon, a quiet ſucceſſion to my \ſuba- 
dary?” My fears for you have for many days robbed mie of ſleep. 1 Perce) ved 
who had power to give you trouble after J am gone hence. Hoſſein Cooley 
. dy his NOOR wer rand ge "and. Wefion to Shaw Amet 
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_ Jong, 00 his houſe, I feared would obſtruct your government. His 


power is no more. Monichund Dewan, who might have been your- . 


dangerous enemy, I have taken into favour. Keep in view the power the 


European nations have in the country. This fear I would alſo have freed you 
from, if God had lengthened my days. —The work, my ſon, muſt now be yours :- 


Their wars and politics in the Telinga country ſhould keep you waking : On 


pretence of private conteſts between their Kings, they have ſeized and divided 


the country of the King, and the goods of his people, between them : Think 
not to weaken them all together. The power of the Engliſh is great; they 


have lately conquered Angria, and poſſeſſed themſelves of his country; 


reduce them firſt ; the others will give you little trouble, when you have 
reduced them. Suffer them not, my ora ; 0; have 3 or ſoldiers z if 
you do, the country is not yours.” 


Ma. Forth, who was then at the Nabob's court, are the MAT 


account of what paſſed before his death : 


« ABovuT fifteen days before the old Nabob died, I tein obliged to attend 


every morning to ſee him, his ſon came in, and with a face full of reſentment 
and anger, addreſſed himſelf to the old man: Father, I am well informed 
the Engliſh are going to aſſiſt the Begum. The old man aſked me directly 


if this was true? I anſwered, That this muſt be a malicious report, of ſome 


who were not our friends, and done on purpoſe to prejudice the Company; 
that the Company were merchants, and not ſoldiers; and that in all the 
troubles that had happened in the country, ſince we had a ſettlement in it, if 
he pleaſed to enquire, he would find, we had not joined any party, or 
interfered in any thing but our trade; and that the Company had been nigh 


a hundred years in this country, in which time they never once had a diſpute 


with the government on that head. How many foldiers, ſays he, have you in 
your fort or factory (Coffimbuzar) ? - Anſwer, The uſual number, about forty, 
gentlemen included. Have you never more? Anſwer, No, only when the 
Morrattors were in the country; but as ſoon as they were gone, the ſoldiers 
were returned to Calcutta. Do you know, aſked he, if the Dutch and French 
have any come up ?—Anſwer, I cannot tell. Where are your ſhips of war? 
—Anfwer,” At Bombay.—Will they come here ?—Not that I know of; there 
is no occaſion for them. Had you not ſome here three' months ago iLAnfwer, 
Yes, there comes one or two yearly, for to carry proviſions for the ret of the 


OP TN is the reaſon 1 you have theſe ſhips of war in hel ks of late? 


F ; Anfwer, 
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Anſwer, To protet the Company's trade, and for fear of a war with France, 
Is there war now between you and the French ?—Anfwer, No, not at preſent, 
but we are afraid it will be ſoon. He then turged about to his grandſon, 
and told him he did not believe a word of the report he had heard; upon 
which Surajah Dowla anſwered, He could prove it. The old man deſired. 
I wotild ſend our Vaqueel to him directly; which having accordingly done; 
when he returned, I aſked the Vaqueel what the old man faid to him, which 
was almoſt word for word what paſſed with me. Surajah Dowla ordered the 
Vaqueel to attend his Durbar daily, which was accordingly done.” 

Such were the thoughts. of Allyvherde Caun of the Engliſh, before he 
reſigned his government and his life to. Surajah Dowla, his ſucceſſor. . Here 
we may find the motives from which the war againſt the Engliſh took its riſe 
in the mind of the young Nabob. Allyvherde Caun, the ſucceſsful uſurper 
of the provinces. of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, grown old in. the art. of 
Eaſtern government, lays him down to die; and, looking upon the heir of 
his fortunes, ſays to him, {{ My ſon, the power of the Engliſh is great; reduce 
them firſt ; when that is done, the other European nations will give you little 
trouble. Suffer them not to have factories or ſoldiers; if you do, the country. 
is. not yours. I would have freed you from this taſk, if God had lengthened. 
out my days, >The work, my ſon, muſt now be yours. Reduce the Engliſh 
firſt; if I read their deſigns aright, your, dominions will be moſt. in danger. 
from them. They have lately conquered Angria, and poſſeſſed themſelves of his 
country and his riches. They mean to do the ſame thing to you: they make not. 
war among us for juſtice, but for money. It is their object; all the Europeans 
come here to enrich themſelves; and, on pretence of private conteſts between 
their Kings, they have ſeized the country of the King, and divided the goods. 
of his people between them. Love of dominion, and gold, hath laid faſt. 
hold of the ſouls of the Chriſtians, and their actions have proclaimed, over. 
all the Eaſt, how little they regard the expreſs precepts they have re- 
ceived from Gop. They believe not that. life and immortality. which is 
brought to light by their revelation, They. a& in defiance of the good. 
principles they would pretend to believe. My ſon, reduce the Engliſh, 
to the condi tion of ſlaves, and ſuffer them not to have. factories or ſoldiers; 
if you 2 the country will be theirs, not your's.. They who, we ſee, are: 
every, « * uſing all their policy, and their power, againſt what they them 


ſelves Mx. is the law of the Moſt High, are only to-be. reſtrained. by force,” 
2 Advice. 


apprehenſion of an approaching French war. 


and cheir agents, in which they were privileged by a royal grant. 


„„ Ww Eb An o B „55 


- Advid like this} from from Allyvherde Caun,  recorimended' by his great repu- 
tation, and coming with the affection of a father, to Sursjah Dowla, . 
e e hls motives I OR TO 
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CHAP. III 
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Th war between Surgjab Dow, Nals if Bingo, and the Bnglih. 


N May 1757, Surajah Dowla was in full march againſt the Nabob of 
Purhunea, when ſuddenly, he returned to the city, and publicly de- 
clared his intention to extirpate the Engliſh; and without further delay 
he encamped his whole army oppoſite to the Engliſh factory at Coſſim- 
buzar, and ſummoned Mr. Watts to ſurrender the place to him, at 


the ſame time ſending him a beetle as a token of friendſhip, and 


aſſurance of perſonal ſafety. Mr. Watts having only five-and-twenty 


Europeans in garriſon, and being ſenſible that if he reſiſted, he expoſed all 


the Engliſh effects in the Soubah's dominions to be immediately ſeized; that at 
the utmoſt he could not hold out above a day or two; and finally, ignorant of 
the cauſe of the Soubah's diſpleaſure, obeyed the ſummons. But, contrary to 
promiſe, the Soubah immediately made him priſoner, and preſented him the 
following articles to ſign: 

I. Tuar we ſhould demoliſh all our new fortifications. 

IT. Grve no protection to his ſubjects. 

III. Make good all that the government had ſuffered by the abuſe of the 


duſtucks *. 
Tu firſt article alluded to ſome additional works Fake. on, on : the 


Tux ſecond was to deprive us of the power of protecting our merchants 


'& 
4 


2 Meaning the privilege hw us to grant paſſes Hee from nen, to the 
Company's s trade. Hl > 
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Tux third was racher an opening to extort a large ſum of money from FRY 
Company; for it is almoſt . but chere mull be forme abuſe in a 
privilege of that kind. y 
' Tazsz Mr. Watts Banc, 400 was thity ne wy give up the factory to 
him, the gates of which he ordered to be ſealed, and then marched on to 
Calcutta. Theſe articles were no more heard of, and he ſeemed bent on our 
deſtruction: and, that none might preſume to divert him from this reſolution, 
he exacted an@ath from Jagutſeat, who had always ated as mediator between 
the government and the Europeans, not to interfere, or offer any argument to 
make him alter his mind. After this, no one dared to plead for the unfor- 
tunate Engliſh ; and the Soubah, ſurrounded by a thouſand greedy minions 
and hungry officers, all eager for the plunder of ſo rich a place, heard nothing 
but the moſt ſervile applauſes of his reſolution. Thus the avenues. to juſtice 
and mercy were ſhut up, and all our ſubmiſſive offers ineffectual. I ſhall -. 
not dwell on. all the circumſtances of the ſiege, which was ſuch as might 
naturally be expected from a. garriſon conſiſting almoſt entirely of citizens, 
with a few ſoldiers, commanded by officers who had never ſeen an action, and 
a fort, that looked more like merchants warehouſes, than a place of defence. 
June | I gth, the enemy had made ſuch progreſs, that a general retreat was de- 
rmined « on for the next day ; but whether or not the Governor thought himſelf 
kom more immediate object of the Soubah's fury, and therefore his danger 
greater than the reſt, inſtead of waiting the appointed time, or giving proper 
orders to the garriſon, he went out at the River- gate, and got on board the 
firſt ſhip. he could come to. All that were near, and ſaw the Governor going 
off, concluded the retreat was general, and ruſhed out with him. T hey 
ſeized the boats that were at the water- ſide, and puſhed as faſt as they could 
for the ſhips, where, once on board, they ſtood down the river. T hoſe who 
remained in the garriſon made a virtue of neceſſity, and ſtill endeavoured to 
defend themſelves ; but from this time all was deſpair, bravery, and confuſion; 
and the next evening, their ammunition being almoſt expended, and farther 
defence or a retreat impracticable, they hung out a flag of truce, which the 
enemy taking for a ſurrender, they immediately ſcaled the walls, killing only 
ſuch as made oppoſition. On the Soubah's entering the fort himſelf, he 
ordered the Engliſh into confinement. They were ſtanding all together near 
the Black-hole priſon, which appearing to the enemy a ſecure place, they 
were ſorced into it. The Soubah gave up the town to be plundered, reſerving 
| | I | to 
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to Himſelf the effects zn the fort. The next morning | twenty ume only 
teimained alive, out of one hundred and forty- fix that bad been forced ines © et 
the priſon the night before. e 
MX. Holwell, one of the furyivorsy Fives the following aecount of that very 
affecting event: 
* hy narratives made public you will only know; that ft one hundred and 
forty-fix priforters, one hundred and twenty-three were ſmothered in the 
Black-hole prifon, in the night of the' 20th of June, 17 56. Few furvived, 
capable of giving any detail of the manner in which it happened; and of 
theſe, I — none have attempted it: For my own part, I have often 
fat down with a reſolution, and as often relinquiſhed the melancholy tafk, not 
only from the difturbance and affliction it raiſed afreſh in my remembrance, 
but from the conſideration of the impoſſibility of finding language capable 
of raiſing aft adequate idea of the horrors of the ſcene I effayed to draw. 
But as I believe the annals of the world cannot produce an incident like i it, 
in any degree or proportion to all the diſmal circumſtances attending it, and 
as my own health of body and peace of mind are once again,' in great 
meaſure, recovered from 'the injuries they ſuffered from that fatal night, T 
cannot allow it to be buried in oblivion; though ſtill conſcious that, however 
high the colouring my retentive memory. may ſupply, it will fall 3 
ſhort of the horrors accompanying this ſcene. 
« BRETORE I conduct you into the Black- hole, it is neceſſary you ſhould 
be acquainted with a few introductory circumſtances. The Soubah and his 
troops were in poſſeſſion of the fort before ſix in the evening. I had in all, 
three interviews with him ; the laſt in Durbar, before ſeven, when he repeated 
his aſſurances to me, on the word of a ſoldier, that no harm ſhould come to 
us ; and indeed I believe his orders were only general, that we ſhould for that 
night be ſecured, and that what followed was the reſult of revenge and reſent- 
ment in the breaſts of the lower Jemmautdaars, to whoſe cuſtody we were deli- 
vered, for the number of their order killed during the ſiege. Be this as it may, as 
ſoon as it was dark, we were all, without diſtinction, directed by the guard 
over us, to collect ourſelves into one body, and fit down quietly under the 
arched verander or piazza, to the weſt of the Black-hole priſon, and the 
barracks to the left of the court of guard; and juſt over- againſt the windows 
of the Governor's eaſterly apartments. Beſides the guard over us, another 
was placed at the foot of the ſtairs, at the ſouth end of this verander, leading 


vp 


matches. 
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pp to the ſouth-caft baſtion, to prevent any. of us eſcaping that Ways. On FR | 


parade were. alſo drawn up. about four or. five. hundred gun men with Ae 


1 Ar this time the factory was in games to the right 3 1 to the 
fight the armory and laboratory ; to the left the carpenter's yard, though at 


this time we imagined it was the Cotta-warchouſes. Various were our conjec- 


tures on this appearance ; the fire advanced with rapidity on both ſides ;. and 
it was the prevailing opinion, that they intended ſuffocating us between 
the two fires : and this notion was confirmed by the appearance, about half 


an hour paſt ſeven, of ſome officers and people with lighted torches in their 


hands, who went into all the aparments under the eaſterly curtain to the right 
of us, to which we apprehended they were ſetting fire, to expedite. their 
ſcheme of burning us. On this we preſently came to a reſolution of ruſhing 


on the guard, ſeizing their ſcymitars, and attacking the troops upon the parade, 


rather than be thus tamely roaſted to death. But to be ſatisfied of their 
intentions, I advanced, at the requeſt of Meſſrs. Baillie, Jenks, and Revely, 
to ſee if they were really fetting fire to the apartments, and found the con- 
trary ; for in fact, as it appeared afterwards, they were only ſearching for a 
place to confine. us in; the laſt they examined being the barracks of the court 
of guard behind us. _ | 
„ HRE I muſt detain you a ; little, to do honour to the memory 5 a man, 


to whom I had in many inſtances been a friend, and who, on this occaſion, 


demonſtrated his ſenſibility of it. in a degree worthy of a much higher rank. 
His name was Leech, the Company's ſmith, as well as clerk of the pariſh; 
this man had made his eſcape when the Moors entered the fort, and returned 
juſt as it was dark, to tell me he had provided a boat, and would enfure my 
eſcape, if I would follow him through a paſſage few were acquainted with, 
and by which he had then entered. (This might. eaſily have been accom- 
pliſhed, as the guard put over us took but very flight notice of us.) 1 
thanked him in the beſt terms I was able; but told him it was a ſtep I could 
not prevail on myſelf to take, as I ſhould thereby very ill repay the attach- 
ment the gentlemen, and the garriſon had ſnewn to me, and that. I was re- 
ſolved to ſhare their fate, be it what it would; but preſſed him to ſecure 
his on eſcape without loſs of .time ; .to -which he. 8 replied, tat 


ce he was e to ſhare — and wound not leave me.“ 
n | cc To 


” 
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To myſelf and the world T mould ſurely kave food bxruſad in embiacing | 1: 
this overture above. mentioned, could I have conceived” what immediately 9 8 5 
followed, | We now obſerved part of the guard drawn up on the parade ad- 


Vance to us with the officers who fad been viewing the rooms. They ordered 


us all to riſe, and go into the barracks to the left: of the court of guard: 
the barracks, have a large voeden platform for the ſoldiers to ſſeep on, and are 
open to the weſt by arches and a ſmall parapet - wall, correſponding to the 


arches of the verander without. In we went moſt readily, and were pleaſing — Y f 


ourſelves with the proſpect of paſſing a comfortable night on the platform; : | 
little dreaming of, the infernal apartments in reſerve for us. For we were 
no ſooner all within the barracks, than the guard advanced to the inner 

arches and parapet-wall ; and, with theit muſkets prefented,' ordered us to | 
go into the: room: at the ſouthermoſt end of the barracks, commonly called 5 
the Black- hole priſon ; whilſt others from the court of guard. with clubs 

and drawn ſcymitars; preſſed upon thoſe of us next to them; This ſtroke . 

was-10 ſudden,” fo unexpected, and the throng : and preſſure ſo great upon. us. 

next the door of the Black-hole priſon, there was no reſiſting i it; but, like 

one agitated wave impelling another, we were obliged to give way and 

enter, the reſt followed like a torrent; few amongſt us, the ſoldiers ex- 

cepted, having the leaſt idea / of the dimenſions or nature of a place we had 

never ſeen; for if we had, we ſhould at all events have ruſhed upon the 

guard, and been, as the leſſer evil, by our own choice, cut to pieces. 

E Amonosr the firſt that entered, were myſelf, Meſſ. Baillie; Jenks, Cooke, 

T. Coles, Enſign Scot, Revely, Law, and Buchanan. Igot poſſefſion of the 

window neareſt the door, and toole Meſſ. Coles and Scot into the win 

dow with me, they being both wounded (the firſt, 1 believe, mortally) the 

reſt of the above. mentioned e were cloſe round me: it Was now - 

about eight clock... 8 

« FfrounxE to yourſelf the ſituation of an uke and r a 

exhauſted by continual fatiguerand action, thus crammed together in a cube 
of about eighteen ſeet, in ar:oloſe ſulery night, in Bengal, ſnut up to the - 
caſtward and ſouthward (the only quarters from whenee air could reach us) 4 
by dead walls, and by a- wall ant; door to dhe north open only to the 1 
weſtward by two windows, ſtrongly barred with mw from 1 Fe Per” 

_ 000m ſcarce: any the leaſt creo freſh air. 
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ſubject too much, to be alarmed at the E N 


ings he wa A Mitnaſs to and: prefied- him toi endeavburi co get ub ſeparared;” 
f half in one plage and half in another E and chat he. ſhould in, the morning 
regius 3. thouſgad auge en bor ihis aft of tendgrack. - Hepromiſtd hd would 


An Wuar: mult-cnfte; ippeared ta me in liyely and dreadful: colours,” the 
ioſtan 1 caſt my eyes round, and faw che ſize and ſituation of the room. 


Many unſucceſsful attempts. were made to force the door; for, having no- 


thing but dur hands to work vie the Apo wee all en- 
deavours wers vain and fruitleſs. 03. ere 267 0:8 on Fon 

„ Ornsnavmo every one giving way to. $14 kt of paſſions, which 1 1 
— muſt be fatal to them, 1 requeſted ſilence might be preſerved whilſt 
1 ſpoke; to them; and, in the moſt pathetic and moving terms which oc- 


| curred, 1 begged and intreated, that, as they had paid a ready obedience 
to me in the day, they would now, for theit own ſakes, and the ſakes of 


thoſe who were dear to them, and were intereſted in the preſervation of 
their lives, regard the advice I had to give them. I aſſured them, the re- 
turn of the day would give us ait and liberty urged to them, that the only 


chance we had left for. ſuſtaining this misfortune, and ſurviving the night, 


bs the preſerving a calm mind and quiet. reſignation to our fate; intreat- 
g them to curb, as much as poſſible, every agitation: of mind and body, 


SOT] giving a looſe to their paſſions. could ts; no , but 


that of haſtening their deſtruction + - loan d. 
—.. — tes 
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minutes for refleQion ! though even this pauſe. was, not a little diſturbed by 


| groans. of che many wounded, and more particularly df my 


 rwo companions in the, window, Death, attended with the moſt erucl/train 


of  circyraſtances, I plainly perceived, muſt prove our inevitable deftiny. I 


had ſeen... this in too many ſhapes, and accuſtomed myſelf to think on the 
e Oey 
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for my, wretched. e than e 


daar n near me, p< ſeemed to carry 9 e for! us in his counte- 


5 ö 


 nange ; and: indeed he was, the only one, of the many in his ſtation, who 


diſcoyered the leaſt traem of humanity: I called him tome, and, in the 
moſt perſuaſye tenms was capable, urged him to comimiſerate the ſuffer- 


N Is god W hut nin . toturnsd, (and vold me it 
i uy Was 
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a impoſſible. 1 . 1 had been deficient i in my offer, and. pro- 
miſed him two thouſand. |, He.. withdrew a. ſecond time, but returned ſoon, 


and (with I believe much. real pity and concern) told me, it was not R 
ticable; that it could not be done but by the Soubah's orders, who Fas. 


geeping; and that.no gne dare awake him. OT l FRO Rr” nf 1 


„ Doane. this interval, though their . were less violent, their u un- 1 


eaſineſs increaſed. We had been but few minutes confined, before every 
one fell into a perſpiration ſo profuſe, you, can form, no, idea, of it. This, 
conſequently, brought on a raging thirſt, which till increaſed, i in propor- 
tion as the body was drained of its moiſture. _ 2 

„ BxroRe. nine o'clock, every man's thirſt grew intolerable, and reſpiration 
difficult. Our ſituation was much more wretched than that of ſo many mi- 
ſerable animals in an exhauſted receiver; no circulation of freſh air ſufficient - 
to continue liſe, nor yet enough, diveſted of i its vivifying erde to put a. 
ſpeedy. ee Milt, he d nagt! 4a vg 3301 wa 
My, thirſt grew now inſupportable, and difficulty of breathing much 
creaſed; and 1 had not remained in this ſituation, I believe, ten — 
when I was. ſeized with a pain in my breaſt, and palpitation of my heart, 
both to the moſt exquilite degree. Theſe rouſed and obliged me to get up 
again; but ſtill the pain, palpitation, thirſt, and difficulty of breathing, in⸗ 


creaſed. I retained my ſenſes notwithſtanding, and had, the grief to. ſee 
death not ſo near me as 1 hoped; but could no longer bear the pains I fuf- 
fered without attempting a relief, which I knew freſh air would and could 
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me; and, by an « effort of double the frengch I ever before poſſeſſed, gained the 
third; rank at it; with one hand ſeized a bar, and by that means gained 2 . 

: ſecond, though I chink there "oF ah eat, ſix or ſeven ranks between! me 5 

the window. 1 5 

* Ix a ſew moments my pain, palpitariqn.a = difficulty of breathing, ceaſed; ; 

but my thirſt, continued intolerable, I called aloud for © Water for God's 


only give me. 1 inſtantly determined to. puſh for the window. oppoſite to | 


7 ſake.” I 1 been concluded dead, but as ſoon as they heard me amongſt | 


them, they had. ftill the r reſpeft. and, tenderneſs for me, to cry out, “ Give 

% him. water, give him x water ;” nor would one of them at the window at- 

tempt to touch | it until 1 had drank.” But from the water I found 1 no relief ; 1 

my thirſt, 1 was rather increaſed by it; ſo 1 determined to drink no more, but 

PR wait the, went; 3. an and kept my mouth. moiſt from time W by | 
eke . Perſpiration out of my ſhirt-llecyes, N ee the 
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they fen, Ie heavy rain, from iny head and face: you'edn gre ry ud 
how unhappy 1 was if any of them eſcaped my mouth.” | 
No Briſtol water could be more foft or Fan 4 than har aol from : 
perſpiration. e 
Br half an hour paſt deven, thy bwek vicar banker of thoſe livieg 
were in an 'outrigeons delirium, and tlie others quite ungovernable, few 
retaining any calmneſs, but the ranks next the windows. By what I had 
felt myſelf, 1 was fully ſenſible what thoſe within ſuffered ; but had only 
pity to beftow upon them, not then thinking how ſoon 1 ſhould kd myſelf be- 
come a greater object of it. 
_ © <"Paxy aft now found, that water, inftead ef rg. richer heightened 
their uneaſineſſes; and © Air, Air,” was the general cry. Every infult that 
could be deviſed againſt the guard, all the opprobrious names and abuſe 
that the Soubah, Monichchund, &c. could be loaded with, were uſed to pro- 
voke the guard to fire upon us, every man that could, rufhing tumultuouſſy 
towards the windows, with eager hopes of meeting the firſt ſhot. Then a ge- 
neral prayer to Heaven, to hiften the approach of the flames to the right 
and leſt of us, and put a period to our miſery. But theſe failing, they 
whoſe ſtrengrh and ſpirits were quite exhauſted, laid themfelves down and 
expired quietly upon their fellows: others, who hatd'yer ſome ſtrength and 
vigour left, mate 'a' laft effort for the windows, and feveral ſucceeded by 
Teaping and ſcrambling over the backs and heads of thoſe in the firſt ranks ; 
and got hold of the bars, from which there was no removing them. Many 
to the right and left funk with the violent preſſure, and were ſoon ſuffo- 
cated ; for now a ſteam aroſe from the livitg and the dead, which affected 
us, in all its circumſtances, as if we were forcibly held with our heads 
over a bowl full of ſtrong volatile ſpirit of hartſhorn, nor could 
the effluvia of the one be diſtinguiſhed from the other; and frequently, 
when I was forced, by the toad upon my head and ſhoulders,” to hold my 
face down, I was obliged, near as T was to the "window, En to raiſe 
i again, to eſcape ſuffocation, oY 

"Warn 1 had bore this conflict above an hour, with a brit Fila 
rellections, and ſeeing. no glimpſe of hope on which to found a proſpect of 
relief, my ſpirits, reſolution, and-eyery ſentiment of religion gave Way: * 
found I was unable much longer to ſupport this trial, and could not bear 
the dreadful thoughts of retiring into the innert part of the ptiſon, where 1 
fad before ſuffered * much. Some Infernal ſpirit, taking the advantage of 

this 
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1 . to my remembrance my having. a Goal claſp nenkuiſe 


in m pocket; with which I determined inſtantly to open my arteries, and 
finiſh a ſyſtem no longer to be borne. 1 had got it out, when Heaven inter- 


poſed, and reſtored me to freſh ſpirits and reſolution, with an abhorrence of 
the act of cowardice. I Ray going to commit. I exerted a-new my 
ſtrength. and fortitude ;. but the repeated trials and efforts I made to diſlodge 


the inſufferable incumbrances upon me, at laſt quite exhauſted me, and to- 


| wards two o'clock, finding I muſt quit the window, or fink where I was, I 
reſolved the former, having bore . more for Th than the beſt. of. 


it is worth. $3 x 
„ In. the. rapk cloſe baking me was an officer of one of the ſhips, whoſe 


name was, Carey, who had behayed with much bravery during the ſiege, (his 
wife, a fine woman, though country: born, would not quit him, but ac- 


companied him into the priſon. and was one who ſurvived.) This poor 


wretch had been long raving for water and air; 1 told him I was, deter- 
mined to give up life, and recommended his gaining my ſituation. On my 


Ky: who ſat: on my ſhoulder, ſupplanted him. 4 
e Poox. Carey expreſſed his thankfulneſs, and faid, he would give up life 


too; but it was with the utmoſt labour we forced our way from the win- 


dow, (ſeveral in the inner ranks appearing to me dead ſtanding), He laid 


himſelf down to die; and his death, I believe, was very ſudden, 2 he Was 


a ſhort, full, ſanguine man: his ſtrength was great, and, I. imagine, had 


he not retired with me, I ſhould never have been able to have forced : my 


3 
«I Was at FO IK ſenſible of ng pans and little uneaſinefs: I can give 
you no better idea of my ſituation, than by repeating my ſimile of the bowl 
of ſpirit; of hartſhorn. I found a ſtupor coming on apace, and laid myſelf 
down by that gallant old man, the reverend Mr. Jervas Bellamy, who lay 
dead with his ſon, the lieutenant, hand in hand, near the ſouthermoſt wall of 
the priſon. 


„ Wan I had lain there came little time, 1 ſtill had reflection enoygh 00 


ſuffer | ſome uneaſineſs, in the thought that 1 ſhould be trampled upon, w 

dead, as] myſelf had done on others. With ſome difficylty I raiſed myſelf, and 
gained the platform 4 ſecond time, where I preſently loſt all ſenſations the Laft 
trace of ſenſibility t that I have been able to re collect after my lyir down, was 
nes being uneaſy about my A mah Ppt ta threw om me. Gn 


40 ele 


quitting, | he made a fruitleſs attempt. to get my place; but the Dutch ſer⸗ 
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. I 85 own eſcape from abſolute death, the hand of Helv eas man- 
feltty exerted'? the manner take as follows: When the day broke, and che 
. bound that no intreaties could prevail to get the dür opened; it 
cufred'ro one of them (I think to M. Secretary Cooke) to take a Jearch 
for me, in hopes I' might have influence enough to gain a releaſe from this 
ſeene of miſery. Accordingly Meſſrs. 'Lufhington and Walcot undertook the 
ſearch, and by my ſhirt diſcovered me under the dead upon the platform. They 
took me from thence; and, imagining I had fome Rr an oy dne me 
toward the window T had firſt poſſemon o ß. 

Ar this juncture the Soubah, who had received an account of the Wedel 
death had made amongſt us, ſent one of his Jemmautdaars to enquire if the 
Chief ſurvived. They ſhewed me to him; told him I had appearance of life 
remaining, and believed I might recover if the door was opened very ſoon. 
This anſwer being retutned to the Soubah, an order came immediztely for 
our releaſe, it being then near fix in the morning. PT 

Tux freſh air at the window ſoon brought me to life; 455 A (few inifdices 
aſter the departure of the Jemmautdaar, I was reſtored to my ſight and ſenſes. 
But oh! Sir, what words ſhall I adopt; to tell you the whole that my 1 foul 
offered at reviewing the dreadful deſtruction round me? 1 will not attempt 
it; and, indeed, tears (a tribute I believe I ſhall ever pay to the remembrance. 
of this ſeen, and to the memory of thoſe brave and valuable men) ftop my pen. 
i 1 1 Bzino' brought into his preſence, he ſoon obſerved the wretched plight- 
164 8 in, aud ordered a large folio volume, which lay on a heap «< of plunder, 
to * brought for me to fit on. I endeavoured two or three times to ſpeak, 
ke my tongue was 1 and without motion. He ordered me water. As 
ſoon as got 7 4. ech, I began to recount the diſmal cataſtrophe of my 

ſerable C mpani ons ; but he ſtopt me ſhort, with telling me, he was well 

form 1 85 15 treaſure 1 toon or ſecreted i in the drake Wer that I was 
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7 1 or that if any ſuch ee had been done, it was 1 1 5 my 


5 89 1 reminded him Wa repeated affurarices'to me the day before 15 
refumed the t e ſub ject of treaſure,” and alt 1 conld ay Teemied to Zain 


| 1 15 credit Ut with Fug 5 ordered Priſoner under Mhir Madden, general of 


] | Youlhold 1755 PS, 10 With three gentlemen ſelected r6 be my compa- 

1 " 5 ſame, day (ink of June) to the camp, and oon loaded with 
after end TO W we arrived at Wur- 

adabad, 
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r Dok our refidence here, we experienced every act of humanity Ak 1 
friendſhip from Monſ. Law and Mynheer Vernet, the French and Dutcc k 
Chiefs of Coſſimbuzar, who left no means uneſſayed to procure our releaſe, eee. 
Our proviſions were regularly ſent us from the Dutch Tankſal in Coriemabad; _ TE” 
and we were daily viſited by Meſits. Roſs and Ekſtone, the Chief and ſeond 3 
there; and, indeed, received ſuch inſtances of commiſeration and alfeRtion | 


from Mynheer Roſs, as will ever claim my moſt grateful remembrance. - | £77 9 Br 
« TRR whole body of Armenian merchants too, were moſt kind and friendly” . 5 | 
to us; particularly Aga Manual Satoor. We were not a little indebted to the 7 1 


obliging good-natured behaviour of Meſſrs. Haſtings and Chambers, who - 
gave 'us as much of their company as they could. They had obtained their | Fo: 
liberty by the French and Dutch Chiefs becoming bail for their mans of — ns 
This ſecurity was often tendered for us, but without effect. 455 2 
«© THE 11th of July the Soubah arrived, and with him Bundoo Sings - 
to whoſe houſe we were removed that afternoon, in a hackery; for I was 
not able to put my foot to the ground. Here we were confirmed in a 
report which had before reached us, that the Soubah, on his return to | 0 
Houghly, made enquiry for us when he releaſed Meſſrs. Watts and Collet, og 
&c. with intention to releafe us alfo; and, that he had expreſſed ſome reſent- 8 | 
ment at Mhir Muddon, for having ſo haſtily ſent us up to Muxadabad UE OE 
This proyed a very pleaſing piece of intelligence to us, and gave us e e i « En 
hope the iſſue would be more fayourable to us than we expected. | 5 
„ Taoven we were here lodged in an open Bungulo only, yet we bound 1 
ourſelves relieved from the crowd of people which had ſtifled us at the ſtable, 4 
and once more breathed the freſi air. We were treated with much kindneſs and . 
reſpec̃t by Bundoo Sing, who generally paſſed ſome time or Oe: hh the 
day \ with us, and gave us hopes of being ſoon releaſed. 1 6: . "Mm 
"0 T HE 15th we were conducted in a hackery to the Kelle, in order to . . 1 
an n audience of the Soubah, and know our fate. We were kept above an hour 1 $7: "8 
in 'the ſun, oppoſite the gate: whilſt here, we ſaw ſeveral of his miniſters | 9 4 
brought out diſgraced, in the cuſtody of Sootapurdars, and diſmiſſed from TI 
their employs, who; but a few minutes before, we e had 2 8 enter the 1 751 e 
y in the utmoſt pomp and magnificence. i 
| « * received notice we could have no admittance to the Soubah's pro. 1 


S * 
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ſpent another night in our miſerable lodging. Near five the next morning 


Nene that day. We were returned to our former place of confinement, and 


I was waked with the notice, that the Soubah would preſently»#paſs by 


to his palace at Mooteejeel. We rouſed, and deſired the guard would 


keep the view clear for us. When the Soubah came in ſight, we made him the 
uſual ſalaam; and when he came abreaſt of us, he ordered his litter to 
ſtop, and us to be called to him. We advanced; and I addreſſed him in a 
ſhork ſpeech, ſerting forth our ſufferings, and petitioned for our liberty, The 


vretched ſpectacle we made muſt, I think, have made an impreſſion n a breaſt 


the moſt brutal; and, if he was capable of pity or contrition, his heart felt it 
then. JI think it appeared, in ſpite of him, in his countenance. He gave 
me no reply, but ordered a Sootapurdar and Chabdaar immediately to ſee our 


irons cut off, and to conduct us wherever we choſe to go, and to take care we 


received no trouble nor inſult; and having repeated this order diſtinctly, di- 
rected his retinue to go on. As ſoon as our legs were free, we took boat, and 
proceeded to the Tankſal, e we were received and entertained with real 
Joy and 3 


Is October, 17575 ho Nabob marched 3 his relation, the Nabob of 
Purhunea. When the two armies drew near each other, the young Nabob 
was falſely informed, that Surajah Dowla was advanced on an eminence to 
reconnoitre, Animated at the approach of his rival, and hoping at once to 


put an end to the war, he haſtened to meet him, at the head of a fey troops, 
that chanced to be advanced beyond the reſt: of his army; but, inſtead. of 


5 5 Dowla, it proved to be Meer Jaffier and Dus Mahumud Caun, who 
were very advantageouſly poſted. Still ignorant of his miſtake, he ruſhed 
firs with great bravery, crying out, © It is the Soubah I ſeck.” Meer 


Jaffier, deſirous to fave his life, went ſo far as to call out to him, that the 
Soubah was not there; but when he ſtill preſt on, unwilling, by giving way, 


to expoſe himſelf to the Soubah's reſentment, he was neceſſitated, in ſelf- 
defence, to make 'a vigorous reſiſtance, and in the conflict the Nabob 


received his death from a muſket-ball. By this victory, Surajah Dowla 


arrived at the greateſt height of power a Soubah of Bengal could attain to. 


le was in the prime of his youth; confirmed from Dehli ; the provinces 
ſubdued; no rival left; a vaſt army in his pay; and a full treaſury. Fluſhed 
with his grandeur, he governed with all the inſalence of unbridled e 


5 N- and beloved by none. 
Tux remains of our unfortunate colony were nowlayingor on board ofa Gabe 
3 „ | leſs 
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b at Fults, the bb in the country, about wenth m, 
below Calcutta, and deſtitute of the common neceſſaries of life: but, by the aſſiſt. 


ance of the French and Dutch, to whoſe humanity they were much indebted 
on this occaſion, and partly by the aſſiſtance. of the natives, who, both from 
intereſt and attachment, privately ſupplied them with all Kinds of proviſions, F 
they ſupported-the horror of their ſituation till Auguſt, when they received: a. 


reinforcement of two hundred and forty men from Fort St. George, undeg the 
command of Major Kilpatrick, with money and warlike ſtores. But their 
greateſt miſery was yet to come; for now the ſickly ſeaſon came on, and, what 
with bad air, bad weather, confinement on board ſhips, and want of proper 


many of the inhabitants. They continued in this ſituation till the arrival of 
Admiral Watſon, in the month of December, with the King's ſquadron, con- 


fiſting of the Kent, Saliſbury, and Tyger, with two frigates, and two. India- | 
men, having on board fix hundred Europeans, and a thouſand Seapoys, under 


the command of Lieutenant Colonel Robert Clive, followed by the Cumber- 


land and another Indiaman, with one hundred Europeans, and four hundred 


Seapoys, but which were not yet arrived; a force that could give little 
hopes of ſucceſs, but from the great qualities of the gentlemen that commanded 
it. Admiral Watſon was an officer of great bravery, diſintereſtedneſa, and 
public ſpirit ; Colonel Clive was a gentleman, who had already eminently 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the war on-the coaſt of Coromandel; where, by a long 
train of  ſuccefles, againſt conſtant ſuperior numbers of the French, he 
had reſtored the Engliſh affairs, at a time when they were thought deſpe- 


againſt Angria; and was en on as the propere n to e 
their affairs in Bengal. 

Ir may appear matter of vonder * the Soubah 1 us to continue 
ſo quietly at Fulta, till we were become formidable to him; which I can only 
account for from his mean opinion of us, as he had been frequently heard to 
ſay, he did not imagine there were ten thouſand men in all Frenghiſtan, mean- 


ing Europe, and had no idea of our attempting to return hy force, but ſup- 


poſed that we ſtaid at Fulta, only till the ſeaſon would permit our going out of 
the riyer. And, indeed, it is poſſible, that, now his anger was ſubſided, he might 
ſee the folly he had commited, and might wiſh our return on his on terms; 


which were, to live under his government, without laws or fortifications of 


our own, and to carry on our trade like the Armenians and his own ſubjects. 
| | Whatever 


_ refreſhments, ſuch a mortality enſued, as fwept off almoſt all the military, and 


rate: he had lately commanded the land forces on the ſucceſsful, expedition 
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l ee en it was happy for us, and gave us time to prepare | 


every thing to afliſt the ſquadron in going up the, river; and accordingly, 
December 27, 1756, the troops were embarked; and the fleet ſtood. up; on 


the twenty-ninth they were re-landed,-for the attack of Budje Boodjee, a 


place of ſuch ſtrength, that, had they underſtood the art of defence, might | 
| have coſt us much trouble. After a moſt fatiguing march, from five in the 
evening till ſeven next morning, we came in fight of the place, while,” at the 
| ſame time, the fleet was got abreaſt, and began to fire. Colonel Cliye ordered 
the grenadiers, volunteers, and all the Seapoys, to go as near as they could, 


under cover, and be ready for an aſſault as ſoon as a breach ſhould be made, 


-whilft the reſt of the army halted in a hollow on the plain, in order to inter- 


cept'the garriſon, if they attempted to retreat. While we were in this ſitua- 


tion, and ignorant of any other enemy than thoſe in the place, we were alarmed 


at the ſight of ſome horſe in our rear; and before we had time to get out of 


this unlucky ſituation, we found ourſelves almoſt ſurrounded by the enemy, 


who had got poſſeſſion of the eminences, and began to fire on us. Such a ſudden 


ſurpriſe might have endangered our little army, had not the Colonel acted 
with great preſence of mind. He immediately detached platoons wherever the 


enemy appeared moſt formidable ; but they, preſumptuous from their triumph 


over us at Calcutta, ſtood with great boldneſs, and killed and wounded eight 


men of the firſt platoon that advanced; but now we brought a field-piece” to 
bear upon them; which kept them at a greater diſtance; and the detachment 
that had been made for the aſſault of the fort, being returned on hearing the 
firing, and having joined us, we marched into the open plain, and diſcovered 


our enemy to be Monichchund, the Soubah's Governor of Calcutta, who was 
come to throw himſelf into the place, at the head of three thouſand horſe and 


foot; but being ſtunned with the firing of the King's ſhips, he thought his 
aſſiſtance would be fruitleſs, and was returning, n he came ie cleBg 
upon us, and attacked us with great bravery. - 

In this ſkirmiſh' we had twenty-one 3 killed ind USD: EY 3 
ſeveral Seapoys. Monichchund received a ſhot through his turban, loſt his 
ſecond in command, and about fifty of his men, and was. ſo' intimidated, by 
the reception he met with, that, without making any ſtay at Calcutta, he 
haſtened away to his maſter, to aſſure him, that theſe were not the ſame kind 

of Engliſhmen he had before met with, The ſhips ſoon ſilenced the fort; and, 
OY our little N was not ſufficient 1 0 furround tho WY hy: garriſon 

27 N 2 * 213 $2: . 20 - retreated, 


is 


fort, and in an achacent camp. They ftood the aſſuult, which was very bloody 
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juſt at the eloſe of the evening very near, and receiving no fire, they gave a huzza, 
when ſuddenly the whole army, without waiting for orders or officers, ruſhed 
forward over the bridge, which the enemy had neglected to break down, and 
entered at the breach made by the ſhips; and in this confuſion Captain Dougal 


Campbell, prefiing forcrard to reſtrain the. men, was, by miſtake, killed by 


our on people, to rhe great concern. of the whole army, as he was a. brave 


HT ny and a worthy, generous man. 


ſoon as our ſhips cameabreaſt of it, firing only the guns that were ready loaded, 
which did ſome execution on the Tyger; and then Mr. Watſon landed the 
King's troops, and took poſſeſſion of the fort. The inhabitants, in the joy of 
returning to their ſettlements, ſeerned co forget they were returned to empty 
* and untverfal 
Tus conduct of political affairs e bow veſted in a ſelect committee and 
the Colonel; the Admiral being pleaſed to declare, they were the beſt judges 
of the Company's intereſt, and that he was ready to execute whatever they 
thought moſt conducive to it. The Committee left the are. e - 
the Soubah to the Colonel, whom we are henceforward to confider as chief 
| Hegociator of all affairs with the government. FFF 

Ax expedition was ſent againſt Houghly, under the eondugt of Major 
Kilpatrick, with the King's troops, volunteers, grenadiers, and two con- 
panies of ſexpoys, fupported by the Bridgewater, and manned boats of the 
ſquadron. The enemy were very numerous, having fix thouſand men in the 


to them, with little loſs on our ſite. The fort and city were plundered, 
and as many of the 1 cent houſes deſtroyed, as the ſhort time would 
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Tut account given of us by the Houghiy fugitives and Monichehund, had 


made ſuch an impreſſion on him, that he wovld'gladly have conſented. to out 
return on our former footing ; but it hurt his pride, to think of having ſatis- 
faction forced from him by merchants: however, he continued his march, 
determined to fight, or negociate, as opportunity gave him advantage. The 
probability of a war with France, which would require our whole force on the 


— 


* 


Colonel propoſed to defer the aſſault till day break; bur ſome ſeamen e 


JaNANT 2, 1757; the troops te<embarked, and January 3, at day-broak, i 
were again landed in ſight of Calcutta, which the enemy abandoned altnoſt as 
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_ coaſt of Coromandel, the uncertainty of an action, eſpecially if the French ſhould 
join him; but, above all, a great part of our force not being yet arrived, 
inclined us to wiſh for honourable peace. At all events, every day gained 
was an advantage; we were deſtitute of draught and earriage oxen, and 
many other things abſolutely neceſſary, before we could take the field. A 
camp was formed on a plain about two miles to the northward of Calcutta, 
which Was made as ſtrong as the ſituation and time would permit; and the 
Soubah advancing, the troops ſent to Houghly rejoined us, and our Whole 
force now amounted to four hundred battalion, one hundred and twenty 
train, and one thouſand four hundred dee _ the en was not 
yet arrived. 4 

CoLonEL Clive, * on "his Gr 1 had tate the Soubah, FC * Rig, 3 
i Watſon, commander of the King's invincible ſhips; and himſelf, a ſol; 
dier, whoſe conqueſts in Decan might have reached his ears; were come to 
revenge the injuries he had done the Engliſh Company; that it would better 
become him to ſhew his love of juſtice, by making them ample ſacialatFign. 
for all their loſſes, than expoſe his country to be the ſeat of war.“ Such a 
haughty ſtile aſtoniſhed him; he would not deign to anſwer it, but per- 
mitted Jagutſeat, and others of the great men, who had letters addreſſed 
to them to the ſame purpoſe, to anſwer them, and directed them to ſound 
our diſpoſitions and expectations; and Jagutſeat's agent in camp wrote, by 
his orders, to deſire the Colonel would ſend a perſon, in whom he could 
confide, to treat with him; whoſe coming he ſhould wait at a place called 
Nabob Gunge, twenty miles from our camp; but the very ſame day his 
van appeared, paſſing our army, as as if on their way to Calcutta. This had 
ſo much the appearance of an intended inſult or deceit, that the Colonel 
marched out, at the head of four hundred Europeans, and one thouſand. ſea- 
poys, with two field- pieces; and toward the cloſe of the evening, a can- 
nonading enſued; but the enemy was, ſo adyantagecuſiy poſted, that the 
effect was trifling on either ſide, and night approaching, the Colonel re- 
turned to camp. The Soubah, pretending to be ignorant of what had paſſed, 
ſent a meſſenger. to conduct to him whoeyer the Colonel ſhould think fit to 
ſend; Meſſ. Walſh and Scrafton were appointed; and in the mean time, under 
cover. of this negociation, the Soubah himſelf, with his whole army, paſſed 
in 'Gght,of us, and; encamped between our army and the town; which he 
7 dankt 4 maſter- piece of. policy, on a falſe e notion, chat Cal- 
8 cutta; 
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cutta, thus dephived of relief, muſt fall into his hands, ke 
be then at his mercy. The two gentlemen were much ſurprized to find, that 
the Sbubah, inſtead of waiting at the place appointed, was already with his 43 
army in the ſuburbs of Calcutta. February 4, 1757, at ſeven in the even- 
ing, the Soubah gave them audience in Omichund's garden, where he af-. 
feected to appear in great ſtate, attended by the beſt-looking men amongſt; | 
his officers, hoping to intimidate them hy ſo warlike an aſſembly. After 
the firſt compliments, they were deſired to retire, and acquaint his miniſters 
with their propoſals. Prior to any accommodation, they inſiſted on the 
Soubah's returning to the place from which he firſt offered to treat; but 
finding the miniſter ſhuffled with them, they deſired a private conference 
with the Soubah: but he judging from his own. treacherous diſpoſition, - "was; 
ſo firmly -perſuaded that they had private arms about them, and wanted to 
aſſaſſinate him, that he could by no means be brought to truſt himſelf alone 7 
with them; ſo that, finding the Soubah only intended to amuſe them, they 
pretended to be ſatisfied, and deſired to depart. The Soubah diſmiſſed, 
them, telling them he expected their return in the morning, with full powers 
to finiſh every thing; and deſired, before they quitted the camp, they would : 
go to the tent of Jagutſeat's agent, who had ſomething to communicate to 
them that would be very agreeable to the Colonel. 2 
Tue Soubah had given orders to detain them there, and 3 to 9 
ſault the fort the next day; but ſuſpecting his deſign, they put out their 
lights, puſhed forward, and ſoon gained the camp. On reporting their * 
baſſy to the Colonel, he determined to attack the enemy at day-break; 
reſolution that may appear raſh to many, for the Soubah's army con ited 
of at leaſt eighteen thouſand horſe, and ſixty thouſand foot, with forty pieces 
of heavy cannon ; but the Colonel conſidered only the neceſſity of the at- 
tempt, and not the danger; for all our black camp followers had diſappeared 
at the approach of -the.Soubah's army, and we muſt very . ſoon have been 
diſtreſſed: for proviſions. To our force, which I have already mentioned, 
was added fix hundred ſailors from the ſquadron : and the plan of operations 
was, to nail up the cannon, and puſh at the head quarters. February 5, 
we marched at about three in the morning, and our project ſo far ſucceeded, 
that we came upon them unexpectedly ; but, when the day appeared, there 
came on ſo thick a fog, that it was impoſſible to diſcover any object at ten 
yards diſtance; and this was the Soubah's preſervation; for the fog clear. 
H * ing 
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ing up for a few minutes, between ſeven and eight, we found: ourſelves, at « 
great diftance from the head quarters, and expoſed to the enemy's artillery, | 
which did great execution amongſt us. The country too was full of holes: 
and ditches, which the enemy had lined with muſquetry, which did us ſome. 
miſchief ; but from this immenſe army we had no regular attack, except from a 
large body of Perſian horſe, who received a general volley from the whole 
battalion, which obliged them to face about with the loſs'of near half their 
number. Ko tor ng eee, „beer ans addr md the 
Colonel ordered the march towards Calcutta” 

Tax enemy now preſſed on our rear, and took tes oF aus pee 
one of which had the carriage broke by the badneſs of the roads, and we 
had ſome men picked off from behind cover. Ar eleven o'clock we reached 
the fort, and found our whole loſs of killed and wounded was about an 
hundred and twenty foldiers and failors, and an hundred feapoys ; a conſiderable 
diminution of our ſmall force ? But the enemy ſuffered much more, having lo& 
fe or ſeven hundred men, killed and wounded, with two general officers, beſides 
a vaſt number of oxen, camels, horſes and elephants : our army marched out 
again in the evening to their former camp, the route being within a mile of the 
- Soubah's head quarters, though covered with a wood; but the morning's 
alarm had ſtruck ſuch a terror into them, that, far from: attacking us, they 
were ready for confuſed flight, with which we were not at that time ac- 
quainted. The greateſt advantage we reaped from this action, was in the 
effect it had upon the Soubah, who was not only intimidated by the bold 
neſs of the attempt, but ſtruck with his own imprudence, in having ex. 
poſed himſelf to be attacked at ſuch a diſadvantage. Te add to his uneaſi- 
| neſs, he thought he diſcovered fome appearance of diſaffection in ſome of 
bis principal officers, particularly in Meer Jaffier, whoſe. conduct in this 
affair had been very myſterious. The Soubah's army paſſed that night under 
arms, in continual apprehenſion of being attacked; and early in the morn- 
| ing he ſent a meſſenger to enquire the cauſe of our behaviour, and to re- 


new the treaty ; and, under cover of this negociation, he thought himfelf 
very happy in quitting the neighbourhood' of Calcutta, and e encamping on 
2 plain within fight of our army. Had he continued there but one day 
longer, the Colonel intended to have had a battery on Dum, Dumma bridge, 
which would have commanded the lake, and put his army entirely at our 
mercy. . But now, ir n (Four own: loſs, and * the effect 
it 
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it had on the enemy, Fit « gladly cee 
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ARTICLES ie. ty bis Badem Surgjab . ande 
eie . "Rengab Babar, and Oriſe, Gated February 9, 1787. an, 


Wiler rights and privileges the King has granted the Englif i com 
pany in their Phirmaunds, and Huſbulhookums, ſhall be acknowledg- 
at and ſtand good: whatever villages have been given to the Company by the 
Phirmaunds, notwithſtanding they have been with- held by former Soubahs, 
ſhall be given up to them; nor ſhall the Zemindars oppoſe their taking pr 
ſeſñon of thoſe villages —— Agreed to. 

II. Alx goods paſſing. and repaſſing through the country,. by land or by 
. with Engliſh duſtucks, ſhall be exempted from any tax, fee, or im- 


poſition, of the Gantwattas, Choqueedars, Zemindars, or r others.——Agreed | 


10. 
II. A the Company's. faltories fined! by the Soubal ſhalt be returned : 


all the money, goods, and effects, belonging to the Company, their ſervants 
and tenants, which have been ſeized and taken by the Soubah, ſhalt be re- 
ſtored ;. and what has been plundered by the people, made good by the 


payment of ſuch a ſum of money, as his juſtice ſhall think eee 


I will reſtore only what has been accounted for i in the government books. 
IV. Tay, Company ſball be allowed to fortify Calcutta, i in ſuch manner ag 
they ſhall think proper, without hindrance or obſtruction. Agreed to. 
V. Ann to coin ficcas, both of gold and ſilver, of equal fineneſs with thoſe 
of Muxadavad, which ſhall paſs current through the provinces——Agreed 
$0. 
Fran, followed the Soubah's ſeal ; = having ſworn to fulfl the fame, 
Meer Jaffier and Roydullub, two of his general officers, under-ligned it as 
Taz Soubah then } 3: the ulual preſent to . Governor, Admiral, and 
Colonel, conſiſting each of an elephant dreſs, and head- jewel; which were 
received by the Governor and Colonel, as repreſentatives of the Company. 
Mr. Watſon, as repreſentative of the King, refuſed to accept the preſent ; 
but received the Soubah's officers who brought it in a very polite; manner 
on board the Kent, and diſplayed to them his lower tier of . 
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toleeiving \ any Salt liking to his new "friends, marched” with all hafte'to 

the capital, happily for his ſubjects, ſomewhat humbled by his late — 
Mr. Watts being well verſed in the country language, and in their politics 
aud Cuſtoms, accompanied the Soubah, to attend the fulfilling of the treaty. 

Tus Afghvans, mountaineers who poſſeſs Candahar and the mountains 
that divide Perſia from Hindoſtan, encouraged by the ſucceſs of former in- 
vaders, entered the country with fo, powerful an army, commanded by an 
old officer of che Shah's, named Abdalla Caun, that the court of. Dehli, 
Unable to reſiſt, ſubmitted to the conqueror ; and news now came, that he 

intended a viſit to the eaſtern provinces. This alarmed the Soubah, who 
acquainted the Colonel with it, and dropped ſome hints of wanting his 
aſſiſtance. T he Colonel on the firſt advices, croſſed the Ganges, which was 
equally convenient either to march to Chandernagore, or to the Soubah. 

Mx. Watts found, that the French had, by the prevailing power of cor- 
ruption, won over to their intereſt ſeveral courtiers, who were moſt in the 
Soubah's confidence; and had certain information, that the Soubah had 
wrote to Monſ. Buſſey, who commanded a large army in the Decan, that 
he might be aſſured he would never fulfil the treaty, but would infallibly 
join the French, and fall on us, whenever our ſquadron and forces left the 
river; that the only way to prevent it, was, to attack the French, while he - 
was influenced by his fears of the Afghuans. Mr. Watts's judgment will 
hereafter : appear to be well founded, as the Soubah had already ſent a large 
body of troops to aſſiſt the French; had returned the two lacks of rupees 
taken from them the year before; 0 had entered into ſome private nego- 
ciation with the French governor, wherein he promiſed him the government 
of Houghly, a mint, and other advantages. His eſpouſing their cauſe ſo 
warmly, made us ſtill cautious of provoking him too far; but Mr. Watts 
made ſo artful an uſe of his fears of the Afghuans, obſerving to him that we 
could never think of leaving our ſettlement to be attacked by the F rench, 
in caſe he required our aſſiſtance againſt them, that, partly by ſuch argu- 
ments, and, taught by the French the power of money at the Soubah's court, 
partly by a handſome preſent of money to his firft mand] he POIs > 
the e letter from him to Mr. Watſon: : | 
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2 o R agreeable letter, Aloe bes FOR ts mine, which- vou 


tell me has diſpelled your anxiety; that you had hitherto forbore attack: 
ing the French, out of regard to me ; that you had prepared reaſonable articles; 
223 ; Þþ 5 


2 ſent Ur em nt Hi Fe chem; chat i Stats 
if any future commander ſhould diſapprove: them, they had not power 46, 


over-rule him; that therefore peace had not taken place, wich gther dife 
_ agreeable circumſtances: I have received, and I have well conſidered it. If 
it be true, that one Frenchman does not approve, and abide by a treaty 


entered into by another, no confidence is to be placed in them. The rea: 


ſon of my forbidding war in my country is, I look on the French as m 
own ſubje&s, becauſe they have; in this affair, implored imy protection for 
which reaſon I wrote to you to make peace with them, or elſe I had neither 


pleaded for them, nor protected them; but you ate a, generous. and wiſe 


man, and well know, if an enemy comes to you with a clear heart, to im- 
plore your mercy, his life ſhould be granted to him; that is, if you think 
him pure of heart; but, if you mant his is finrcerityy: Aer A5cahDINg: ro THY 
TIME AND . ere RI RN pants ener 0 5 eds eee de 
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'T His 401 N mey be 4 well: qndertioed;: as a 7 Sas, to our bra 
the French, though it certainly was never meant as ſuch; for he had not 
only his colours flying, and a body of men at Chandernagore, but had ten 
thouſand men marching towards us, under the command of Roydullub; who 
were advanced as far as Placis, near thirty miles from the capital; another 


of four or five thouſand ſtill nearer, under the command of Monichchund: : 


but another well-applied bribe to Nuncomar, the governor of Houghly, re- 
moved all obſtacles. for it perſuaded him to withdraw the troops under his 


command from Chandernagore, and to write the Soubah, „That as the | 
French were by no means able to reſiſt the Engliſh,” he had therefore or- 2 


dered his troops to Houghly, leſt his victorious colours ſhould. be in- 
volved in their diſgrace. This the Soubah approved of, and wrote to Roy- 
dullub and Monichchund to proceed no farther. Thus; floating between his 
fears and wiſhes,” he ſhamefully abandoned thoſe whom he was bound, both 


for his honour and intereſt, to ſupport; and now, no farther obſtacle remain- 


ing, Colonel Clive, who was advanced almoſt to the limits af Chanderna⸗ 


gore, as if on his way to join the Soubah, immediately began the ſiege. 


Tux fort was a regular ſquare, mounting twelve twenty-four pounders on 
each baſtion, with ſeveral cannon mounted en varbetts; a fine ravelin Fig 
fore the gate to the river- ſide; the ditch imperſect; no glaeis; and but 
ä eſplanade of about two hundred and fiſty yards * and had, of ſoldiers, ag 
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abiPdiher Evropcens; near fix' Hundred men in garriſons beſides three hun- 
Hred*govid Teapoys. It was inveſted on the '1gth of March; the 24th the 


moſtly employed in erecting two batteries, which were then ready. On che 
25d, Mr. Watſon, joined by Nr. Pocock, (who, on his ſhip's arrival at Bal- 
lefore, hearing what was going forward, to partake of the glory of the action, 

came up in a light boat, and hoiſted his flag on board the Tyger) paſſed 


the ſhips the French had funk, owing to their neglect, in-finking them ſo 
_ wide as to leave a paiſage between them; and at dee ze eg arne 


mips came a- breaſt of the fort, and the land batteries were dpened. 0 

Fon two hours it was as bloody an engagement as any during e wee 
war. The Kent lay expoſed to à terrible fire from the flank of the inland 
baſtion, by the tide falling, and preventkig her coming to her proper ſta- 
tion. In this attack, Captain Speke, the Admiral's captain, whoſe wiſe 
counſels and enterpriſing ſpirit contributed much to the great ſucceſs 
of the little Tquadron in India, had part of his leg carried awhy by 
the fame ball that unfortunately killed his fon. Mr. Perrault, firſt lieute- 
nant, and feveral other officers, were killed. The Tyger alſo ſuffered very 
conſiderably in men and officers, and Mr. Pocock himſelf received a light 


wound. But the French, having ſeveral guns diſmounted, their parapet al- 


moſt demoliſhed by the fire of the ſhips 3 their whole curtain enfiled by the 


fire of dur muſquetry from the tops of the houſes of the town; and a breach 


nearly made; capitulated, and had favourable terms granted them. The 
army ſuffered but very little, but the ſquadron had above an hundred and 
forty killed and wounded. The goods found in the warchouſes were fold for 
the benefit of the army and navy, and produced about ten lacks of rupees. | 
Tus ſquadron returned to Calcutta, but the army encamped at the back 
of Chandernagore. Surajah Dowla was in great agitation: of mind during 
the ſiege, ſometimes threatening Mr. Watts, and ſometimes caroſſing him, 
 Tonformable to the news of the day; but, when the fatal event of the ſurrender 
of the place was communicated to him by a letter from the Colonel, wherein 
he afcribed lis ſuceeſſes to the favour of Heaven and his excellency's au- 
Pices, under which his arms 'had been 10. fortunate; he affected to conceal 
His chagrin in outward demonſtration of joy, and wrote the Colonel the 
mot pompous congratulations upon che occaſion. To complete his con- 
folton, he nom -received the news of the Aighoans return to their o coun» 
17111 Fey | | | | try, 


| Frendlfibarilotied their outworks ;' and from chat time to the 22d, were 
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| . carried away almdöſt as grent a treaſure. as Shah Nadir; 
of Mob. Buſley's being obliged 'to' recur to quier Tame troubles char ha bre, 
| out in che Deran; ſorthat looking on us as his only enemies,” asd Knie of - 
the French ita ug, he deterinined to protect che m 


„ eee. chem; which was about; n kondred men, colletedrogerher tßxĩ5˙) 
3 Dan of Non. Laws, and to difſemble hire. 
vadron' ind forces to the Coult,” gave biͥmm _ © 


1 b a to 3 us Rt ak extirpate us For ever. But, — = 3 
e e ee indicated, that be had views of 6 ©. 
feryice from this body of French, Mr. Watſon wrote | Fr 2 -. -—- 


12 1 continued to protest the King's enemies, he would 5 1 
eduntry, that all the waters of the s ſhould not 2 ] 


bd 


timidated, he obliged the French to quit che provinee, and to 8 Pan B 
where he kept them in reſerve againſt a"long-withed moment, when the re- e mY « 


e r 880 8 6e cn nb — 


_ lieve, could be RE; 5b aw J to pre- ä 
e vent it, he dammed up the mouth ef che Colttibitar Boer. To increaſe 7 i 

- hisapptchenſions,; our army ſtill continued in in camp near He 2 | 

|  circumftances; together with the mereiffeation of fefunding the 
| Calcutta, and the repeated demands of the French, would fornetimes mae ET | —" 


his anger buyſt out from under che veil of ation, ih which he en- - =# 

deavbured to cover it. In one of theſe | k | "MF 

with us, and ordered Meer Jaffier, with a large body b ero0ph, 66 join thoſe _ _ | 3 
| at Placis, Promiſing him à reward of ten lacks of rupees the day he m. . 


turned vierious;" and ſent for Mr. Laus to come down itrmtdiately 
1 | Patna; for that he was determined to fall on us; und turned our Vacqueel | 
___ 6bt of che Dacber; But theſe fits of valour were'bf Thorr duration,” hi fta 
—— agaityprieviled'yichemmarch of the was-counterniatideJ; the Vacque— | 
_  honowe®witha Gels; Mr Watts creed, and bis revenge okbrede i 
ir might Blaze forth with more fe he had now given doch Rrong _— 


- 


inaieations of his reſolution never to forgive zus, that Colonel Clive, ne- | 2 


. 


ceeared by-theſe repeated provfs of tue Soubati's perfilious incentive; te. 2 
commended to Mr. Watts the * of A pitry to join us, in 3 42 
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mould come to extremes, which: many circumſtances - ne 
The Soubah, by the ſeverity and capriciouſneſs of his temper; had made 
himſelf. many ſecret. enemies, both in his court and army: Fhe old miniſters 
of his predeceſſors were obliged to give way to new favourites, choſen from 
the dregs of the people, and there was hardly one of them but had, in his 
ſtarts of paſſion, been threatened with death; while mutual miſtruſt pre- 
vented. their taking any meaſures for their preſervation. At laſt one of them; 
1 named Coda Yar. Caun. Laitte, thinking there was; more confidence to be 
placed in us than in his own; countrymen,, ſent a meſſage to Mr. Watts, that 
he had ſomething of great importance to communicate to him, and 3 
to ſee him. Mr. Watts was too cloſely watched by the Soubah's ſpies to 
venture himſelf, but ſent one Omichund to him, who was an agent under 
E- him. To him he opened his. mind. freely, acquainting him with his own 
=. danger; aſſured him the Soubah was firmly bent on extirpating us, and made 
a tender of his ſervices; Omichund confirmed him in his fears of the Sou - 
bah, and gave him hopes his propoſals would be accepted. A few days af- 
ter, Mr. Watts was agreeably ſurpriſed to receive propoſals of the like na- 
ture. from Meer Jaffier,. a general of. the firſt rank, and nearly related. to the 
a . Soubah, by his marriage with Allyvherde Caun's ſiſter. L have before men: 
6 tioned, that this gentleman's myſterious conduct in the laſt battle, where he 
_ kept himſelf at a diſtance, , waiting to ſee what iſſue the affair was. likely to 
* | have, had made the Soubah ſuſpicious of bm 8 as well as of ae n 
his cloſe connection with him. 

Tux uneven temper. of the Soubah. Wake never ſong retain-its Afouiſe 
for though he affected an exaggerated friendſhip for thoſe he intended to de 
ſtroy, yet his real ſentiments would now and then eſcape him; and he had 
been frequently heard to ſay,” he would have the heads of them both. This 

had been told them, and ſufficiently warned them . ta provide fox their ſafety ; 
. that Meer Jaffier and Roydullub, both judged the Engliſh protection 
- would. be a port of fafety to them. They ſent a man privately to Mr. Watts, 
| tio let him know how. they ſtood affected, and to aſſure him, that Surajah . 
| ' - Dowla was determined never to forgive the Engliſh” the diſgrace of his late 
1 . defeat, and waited only a proper opportunity to fall on them again, and 
concluded with a hint that many of; the principal officers of the. army, whoſe 
: lives were in continual jeopatdy; from the cruel and capricious temper of the 


* * determined en, that if the Sag, would ſupport 
Meer- 
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| Meer Jitter in his 5100 on the Soubakſhip, he ould readily m any. con- b. 
ceſſions that might” be deemed neceſſary, to indemniſß the. Engliſh, for cke 
* 
_ offs they had ſuſtained, and to render their trade advantageous to them. 
5 a 
Theſe propoſals were received with great ſatisfaction; ;-and Mr. Watts 40. | 
4 
quainted the Colonel, and the gentlemen below, with it, who immediately | 
: : 


impowered him to treat, and ſettle the plan of operations with Meer Jaffier. - 
Mr. Watts had an interview with Meer Jaffier, who repreſented to him, that! r 
thing could be done Fhile the Nabob's army was in the field, as it ſeparated him 1 


from the heads of his party; and hindered him from concerting proper mea- f 
ſures with him. It was agreed, therefore, to lull the Soubah into a firm perſuaſion 1 
of our peaceable i intentions, and to try, by diſſimulation, to remove this ob- 0 
ſtacle. For this purpoſe; the Colonel ordered the army into quarters, and i © - 5" 
wrote the Soubah, © That while the armies continued in the field, theit en 


mies would be endeavouring to interrupt that perfect harmony and friendſhip 
which ſubſiſted between them; that he had therefore put his army into quar-' 5 3 
ters ; and, though he had no reaſon to doubt his Excellency” s ſtrict adherence 85 5 2 
to, and full compliance with all the articles of the treaty, yet, neyertheleſz, 
he wiſhed he would diſappoint'thoſe hopes their mutual enemies entertained, | 
by withdrawing his- army from Placis, and that he would haſten te payment 1 
of the money, and other articles of the treaty.” _ _- 
Tux Soubah was glad to be freed from the uneaſineſs our army cave him, | 
by being in the field, thanked the Colonel for this proof of his friendſhip, =: 
and promiſed to put his troops into quarters: but theſe words were too in- 
conſonant to his ſchemes, to be followed by actions; for he fill continued | 
his army encamped, and prolonged, to the utmoſt, the execution of the treaty. 5 
By the happy uſe of an unexpected event, this obſtacle was ee aud the 5 
Soubah beeame the dupe of his own projects. Wy > 
Tut Mharattas, hearing of the troubles i in Bengal, and inkl it a [WY 
opportunity to annex ſo rich a province to their already too eren empire, 
wrote to the Governor of Calcutta the Ong, letter: 05 £ 5 


* 
. 


— 


Bae ae Ad FRY to Rin: Rajah, Side to Rajah: Sis ſow l, 
'- #lydrahad, to Roger Drake, Governor of Calcutta, 
cc, I HAVE/a long time wiſhed for a meeting with you, which the great diſ- . 
tanee has prevented. Every thing proſpers with me; and it is my with that . | $0 

7 ſurely on 20 70 wich b wn; and happineſs. "TOR even have been 
„ Me 12 4 £41 "OR F203 h. related 
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bo E Tur War rens, aaa n 
related do de by Regal 
trend, ſend me your propoſals, fuch as vou imagine may, be fog che beſtz 
and, wich the Divine afſtance, Sumſcer. Caun. Bhadre, and Ragaa; Babe, 


to Bajorgy, ſhal] enter Bengal with a hundred and twenty thouſand houſe; © 


„ having wrote to Meu Caun to proceed ta you, whenever y, ſhall: 


write, to him to that effeR.. Whatever merchandise and riches you have loſt in 


Bengel, che double of its value Mall be reſtorcd; by me- O0 gt. on any 
account, make peace with, the Nababt In a few days my forces Hall enter 
Bengal, and the trade of the proyince ſhall. be entirely yours. Govinroy will 
relate o you further particulars; to him communicate what force-you have. 


not remain in Bengal: your. cd en n out / hy ſra, mine dye * 


212 


"Fas perſon mentioned in che letter had 2 price ebe enen with, Colonel; 


Che, | wherein be confirmed the contents. The Colonel's fir reflection vgs, 


har] the 


1241 


| might poſſibly, be an invention of the Soubah to ſound. his intentions 


when. ſuddenly, with: that. quickneſs of thought, by which hes was: diſtin- 


guithed on all emergencies, he determined to turn. the ſtratagem on the! bead 
of the inventor, by ſending the letter to the Sonbah himſelf . which if ſuſ- 
picions were juſt, would deceive. the Soubab into a; firm, perſuaſion. that we 
had na jealouſy, of bis defigns.; or, if the letter was real, would awe him by 


the fear of ſo. powerful an alliance. Mr. Scrafton vas accordingly. diſpatched * 


with theſe propoſals, acompanied by a letter from the Colonel; in which he - 


wrote him, That, notwithſtanding he had put the army into quarters, and 


given eyery proof his Excellency could require of his firm intentions to pre- 
ſerve the peace, he was not yet ſo happy as to gain his Excellency's confidences.. 
who ſtill kept a large army encamped at Placis, which ſeemed to hung like 

an impending ſtorm over our heads; kept the provinces alarmed, and prevented 
the merchants from reſorting to Calcutta. That he had but one proof more 


to give him of his ſincerity, which the bearer would acquaint him with. If. 


that would not. fufnce, he me TREE himfvlf bor ever baniſhed from. Rs 
confidence and friendſhip.” I n 

Tus Soubah, who hat been informed by bus if ihe uche d 
the Colonel and the Mharatta agent, and of his letter being ee 
impatient. to know the contents. Mi. Watts. introduced; Mr, Seraſtom to ha 


Soubah, and * found him accompanied 20 Naraafing, the head ſpy, Mo- 
2 


den there are other forces ſhall be ready at your call, if you have nnd 


need of, and due. regard ſhall be id to, your) directions, The French ſhrall! 


je, n to Janoagee-- Make yourſelf eaſy, and he y 7 D's 
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Colonels ez which was enforced by every 
efſed forme doubt of the Coltenet's fihcerity, JJ 1 
e 00 'convietion, when the Mibiaratta's letter was, „ 4) 54 
t, de broke forth into loud acc Ne | >, 0 
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ae Then 
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determined With reſpect to the thitt 


mide in rhe teſt 6f tho'tredty; 
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old Be 
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the head of his patty; cohcladed the tolls | „ 
Prontii Jig us 45 fon the armies drew- gear each other. . We, 8 9 


promiſed, by 
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*'See the firit article of the treaty, page 33. 
1 Tbeſe words were written in his own hand; at the beginning of the treaty, and wereu 


Exned by him. 
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| Mb TEA enemies of the; Engliſh rr . enfin, 
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or Europeans. 51 0 4 (497117 * an Tt 3 (3 AF 145 Tas 1533 #4 4 1 lie. 102 
III, Ars the effects and factories belonging to the French in the province = 


Bengal, the paradiſe of ; Nations, and Bahar, and Oriſſa, ſhall remain in the poſſeſſion | 


of, the Engliſh, nor will lever allow. them any more to ſettle in the three provinces. 
IV. Is conſideration of the loſſes which the Engliſh Company have ſuſtained 


by the capture and. plunder of Calcutta by, the Nabob,, and the charges occa- 


Goned by maintenance of the forces, 1 will give them one crore of rupees. - 

V. Fox the effects plundered from the e 8 at Calcurta, I 
agree to give fifty Jacks of rupees... ; 
VI. Fox the effects plundered from the dh Moors, and other . 


bitants of Calcutta, twenty lacks of rupees ſhall be given, 11 
VII. Fon the effects plundered from the Armenian ee Calcusts; 
1 will give the ſum of ſeven lacks. of rupees. . act te Wo Di 1 
Tus diſtribution of the ſums allotted to the Engliſh, . Moor, and. 
hes inhabitants of Calcutta, ſhall be left to. Admiral Watſon, Colonel Clive, 
Roger Drake, William Watts, James Kilpatrick, and Richard Macher yg 


Eſquires, to be diſpoſed « of by them, to whom they think proper bh 7 41 


III. Wirum the ditch which fyrrounds, the. borders of, Hors. are 2 


to the Engliſh Company fix hundred, yards Tide the ditch. et Sen 
Ix. ALL the land lying ſouth of Calcutta, as far #8 Culpea, Wi n 0 


he? Zemindary of the Engliſh Company ;,and, alf th the officers, of thoſe | parts, 


hall be under their juriſdiction. The reyenues to > be paid by the. Seeed | 
in the ſame manner with other Zemindars. 0 


| r 


X. Waenzvex I demand the aſſiſtanee of che Engliſh, 1 will be. at, ch 
charge of the maintenance of their troops. 


XI. I wiLL not OT new hag ane near the river Ganges, below 
Houghly. £4 | 3" 4% vals 17. Gr) 74 4 1 . 


XII. As . as 1 am eſtabliſhed ; in the 88 Ei. the aforeſaid.fums' 


Wan 1 faithfully page.” . * Fa r and mit Mane ey * 
Dao the fifteenth, of the, month Mare, n 17575 in e 
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"+4 +++, Fourth, year of the preſent reign. rains 1 x 
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T ams Was a ſeparate reaty, Kipulating the payment ry wed lacks is . | 
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-+ Obn affairs were now-drawingeo/a'crifis, when an 5 


Company's buſineſs, by turning their Vacqueel diſgracefully from his pre- 


. of ten thouſand rupees per month, to Monſ. Laws, and many other circum- 
ſtances, were not only ſo many deviations from the treaty,” but evidently - | 
| ſhewed his-Excellency's. intention to fall upon-the:Engliſh; as ſoon as the abt 


treaty was infringed, in his proffering only a fifth-part'of the ſum paid into 


and reminded the Sou 
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knt' Nke to have blaſtecł all our hope Whether any thing of be 46:27 ee .. M «+ 
witch Meer Jaſſier had reached the Soubah's ears, or whether he hach befſere 


projected his deſtruction, and thought this the propereſt opportunity, while e 3 N 4 
ve ſeemed ſo quiet, ĩs uncertain; but Meer Jaffier thought himſelf in ſuch dan gy = J 


ger, that he would no longer venture to go to court, and on his diſobedience - 
of the Soubah's ſummons, his death was reſolved * upon. The 1 was 
pointed: againſt his houſe, and the troops ordered: to ſurround it. Meet Jaf+ ö E A 
fier acquainted: the Colonel with his fituation, and wrote Mineathat d. — 
thing could extricate him from the danger he was in, but che news of his „ 
march. The die was caſt; and on the 13th of June the whOle army miarched - 77 


forward, and the Colonel wrote the Soubah, the very day of his march, 


to the following purport:· That, from his great reputation for juſtice, and 
faithful obſervance of his word, he had been induced to make peace with .. 


him, and to paſs over the loſs of many crores of rupees; ſuſtained” by "the - „ 


Engliſb--in the capture of Calcutta, and to reſt content with ufratever v 


he, in his juſtice and generoſity, ſhould reſtore to them; that his Excel- 


lency had not thought fit to ſet any value on the friendſhip of the ä 
Engliſh, but had, in every thing, diſcouraged, as much as poſſible,” the 25 4 


ſence, : refuſing; free paſſage to the Engliſh through the country, intercepting - 2 1 I 
their trade, and ſearching their factory at Coſſimbuzar for ammunition and 1 
warlike ſtores, on pretence of their intending an attempt on his life, in the 


time of profound peace; threatening them with inſtant rupture, if they did not 5 . 's | ö 
ſubmit to the ſearch; that theſe were. but trifles, compared to his open and -* 
avowed protection of the King's enemies, of which his letters to Monſ. Buſſey, 8 


wrote but a few days after his entering into a ſolemn treaty with us, inviting | — 
him to his country, was a flagrant proof; that his protection, and allowance 3 


ſence of their troops might expoſe them-to it; that the main artiele 'of the 7 


the treaſury, for the plunder of Calcutta, and yet demanding a diſcharge for the „ | 
whole. The Colonel complained bitterly. of ſo many inſults put upon him 
* how different his own conduct was, when called upon „ 


1 9 


n Tur Wan meownrn e n, | 
0/affilk againſt the Pattans, He ſolemnly declared, his intentions wett to 


body of troops, which ſelf-defence would have taught him to make uſe of for 


have ſought for him to the laſt drop of his blood: hut ſeeing; his Excellency 
had choſen his friends from among his enemies, and had, in every reſpect, 
deviated from his engagemonts, he had determined, with the apptobation of 
all ho were charged with the Company s affairs, to proceed immediately to 


Coſſimbonar, and ſubmit their diſputes to the arbitration of Meer Jaffier, 


Roydullub, Jagutſeat, and others of his great men. That if it! ſhould be 


found, chat he, the Colonel, had deviated from the treaty; he then ſwore to 


give up all further olaims; but that, if it appeated-his Excellency had broke 
it, he ſhould then demand ſatisfaction for all - the loſſes ſuſtained by the 


Engliſh, and all the charges of their army and navy; and concluded with 


relling him, chat the rains being fo near and it requiring en dene 40 | 

receive abfwer, he had found it neceſſary td wait upon him immediately“ 
Arralis between the Soubah and Meer Jaffier were now at a criſis. _ Some 

of the few Who were faithful to the Soubah, aſſured him it was at Meer 


Jaſſier inſtigation that we marched up, and adviſed him to fall on him imme- 
diately ; but others, of Meer Jaffier's party, who were in his confidence, per- 


ſuaded him to make up the breach for the preſent, and defer his defigns to 


ſome more favourable occaſion. If the Soubah erred before in abandoning 


the French, he doubly erred now, in admitting a ſuſpitious friend, and ont 
whoſe death he was ſtill determined on, to continue in the charge of a great 


his own preſervation. He was ſenſible of his weakneſs; -but, inſtead of having | 


reſolution to rife above it, and terminating his fears at once, by the attack of 
Meer Jaffier, he endeavoured to deceive him, by the thin diſguiſe of grace and 


Pardan, confirmed by oaths. The Koran was introduced, the accuſtomed 


pledge of their ſalſehood j the Soubah ſwore he would neuer attempt his life; 
Meer Jaffier, that he would be his faithful foldier, and fighit ſor him to the 
laſt drop of his blood. They parted with ſinites on their countenunces, and 
treachery in their hearts, each happy in the thought of over- reaching the 
other and no ve were the grund object of their attention. The Soubah 
immediately took the field, with about twenty thouſand: horſe, and fifty thou 
ſand foot, and fiſty pieces of heavy cannon; whilſt our army, conſiſting 
of a thouſand Europeans, and two thoufind Seapoys, with ſix field- pieces, 
and a ſmall detachment of ſailors from tlie ſquadron, were advanced, partly 


6 water, as as far as the tom af Ci,” Three days 


2 | were 
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ere © paſte 46d: N moſt uneaſy: ſaſpence, waiting — 
the iſſue of the diſpute between the Soubah, and our Ally Meer Jaffier. In 
this doubtful interval the majority of our officers were againſt croſſing! the 
river, and every thing bore the face of diſappointment ;. but, on the twenty= 
ſecond of June, the Colonel received a letter from Meer Jaffier, which deter- 
mined him to hazard a battle; and he; paſſed the river at five in the evening. 
The Soubah was now within twenty miles of us; but, far ſrom being puffed: 
up with the ſuperiority: of his numbers, he betrayed his anxiety at the ap- 
proaching moment, when his life and government were to be expoſed to the 
iſſue of a battle. Miſtruſt of his own army, and the dread of am enemy, who- 
had before defeated him, made him preſage the worſt; and a trifling circum- 
ſtance, which he took for an ill omen, confirmed him 2 fears: I is inden 
the effect alone which can excuſe my mentioning it. A Qt ff 
As he was ſitting in his tent, the evening before we: ba n in 
bis mind the doubtful iſſue, his attendants imperceptibly left him, one by 
one, till he was alone hen a fellow entered, unpercewed by the Soubah, 
and carried off the gold top of the hookah he was ſmoakingꝭ and cut off ſome; 
of the broad - cloth of his tent. It ſhocked his ſoul to think, that he, whoſe: 
frowns were death but in the morning, ſhould now be ſo little feared- He 
called for his eee and eried, with 8 N « "ny TOP ip me 
dead., 5 
Howzyra, with an e Gp, ir [ faited 5 ki pan hs 
| felt, he ordered the diſpoſition of his army, and began his march before day- 
break. Ours, after a moſt fatiguing march, from five in the evening, till. 
one in the morning, which was abſolutely neceſſary, in order to be poſſeſſed: 
of Placis town and grove before the enemy could reach it, balted in the grove 
till day- break; when the Soubah's army appeared marching from their forti-- 
fied camp before- mentioned; and what with the number of elephants, all co- 
vered with ſcarlet cloth embroidery, their horſe, with their drawn ſwords:gliſten- 
ing in the ſun, their heavy cannon, drawn by vaſt: trains; of oxen, and. their 
ſtandards flying, they made a grand and formidable appearance. And; 
their diſpoſition, as well as the regular manner in which they formed, 
ſeemed to ſpeak greater {kill in war than we expected from them. But What 
avails pomp and parade, when * Heart 1 18 not fired hes ane to its ne 
op love to its country 2 855 | | , 2M F Ke 
8 Kk Boy 2 hh £703: 1 n na 


- 2 , 5 
4 N 


s Tas Was en 80 M DO ee 


Ar fi ia the miomiing June 23, the enemy wn aue ted Mc . 4 7 
F /berwegd every” body" of four Sr vs that. 
uad A pd of theivarcitiety; In this order they Tontimurd wattfhg;' a4 
if they intended to furroumd us, as fur as the river would permie; bee as oi _ 
as their rear was got out of the camp, they hatred; and a body of aber fifty 
Preneh advanoed in front of the roſt, cheir officer” calling out,” in Vainy- for 
wwe ol the Soubah's troops to follow Him: for ſuck way the mir of each 
other; that no conimander dared to venture on fingly for fear ſorfie' ther 
commander, ſuſpected of attachment to us, ſhould fall en im: Theſe advanced; 
under cover af an eminenee, to within about five hundred paces of us, and then 
began a general cannonading. Out little army was at firſt drawn up without 
the bank uchleh furrounded the grovey but we foort fount well a ſhower of 
balls pouring upon us from thsir fiſty pieces of cannon; mol” of Which were 
thirty-two and. twenty-four pounders; that we retired under cover of the bank, 
leaving two field pieces without, whilft the other four kept playing elteugk 


the breachts in the bank.” In this pofiute-both artges remathet# tilt abott 


twelve, when a hene ſhower of rain falling, the enemy's horſe adVamed, as 
if they meant to take advantage of ic; but 2 they found ou Hetil pres 
kept firing, notwithſtanding the rain, it checked their ardeur. The fain 
ceaſing, the cannonading continued till about four in the afternoon; when they 
began to retire to their old camp, their artillery marching in firſt, And now 
we” tobi notice of a large body on our left, moving in ſuch” a manner, as to 
mako io doubuful whether their aim vs to poſſeſs chemſtves of the village on 
our lefu, or whether they were friends, and wanted to join vs; However, as 
no ſignal had been agreed on, owing: to the miſcarriage'of. a meſſenget, Wh 
had baen diſpatclied to us:in the mornings by Meer Jaſter, we kept theirs at 4 
diſtance: by our fiel pieces. When all their: artillery! was got -withitt the? 
camp, Major Kilpatrick moved forward with about two handred? whites and 
three hundred ſeapoys,” and  paſitifect himſelf of the eminenee; where the 
Preuch had. been, till: they retired with tlie reſt; On this otion, tlie enemy 
ſdenied inclinecbꝭ ta. conie out again on the plain; but Colonel Clive ordering 
all our fire to: be ditected againſt tlieir onen and drivers; after ſeveral attempts 
they were obliged wo gie over, and: ſeveral large bodies of horſs began to 
- advance on us, andꝭ take poſſuſſion of an adjacent eminenes; but we preſentiy 
obſeryed their elephants unruly, and great confuſion amongſt them. The 


Cotone! conceiving this * moment on which che ſucceſs of the day de- 
5 pended, 
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the achranced hoody and the whote army to mardi award. The ener 

; toad their gntubd:/at-the eminence long enough to receive. a general volley; 

wien they faced about wich groat precipitation ; nnd ſome of their ammuni- 

tion blowing u juſt as Colonel Clive was marching up to cheir camp, ir put 

them into fich confuſion as made. them incapable; of refiſtance; and rhe 

E rout became general. Their camp, baggage; and dannen, all fell into Gr 

| hands, and .we-coritinued the purſuiDall.nightd Thus was this deciſive victory 

obtained, with the: trifling loſs of abour ſeventy: m and wounded” ein 

our fide, and about five: or ſiꝭe hundred on the enen s. i Bolt b 

On great cauſe af our ſucceſs was, that in the very: beyinning: of the ae 

tion. we hat the good fortune: to kill Meer Modun; one of the Sdubal's 

| beft: and moſſ faithful dfficers;; which ſruck-ſuctva- terror into hit, that he 

ſent for Meer Jaffier, threw his turbaw at hii feet, and told kim, with a moſt 

dejectod count ,⁰⁰ẽ * That it was he that muſt protect char turban“ | 5 

Whether this moved Meer - Jafer's: compaſſion, or his pollties wete to fue _- 

appearayces: with doch parties, is uneertuin; „ bur he did net offer to jbin us, 1 LY 1 

andy. wrote che Colonel 4 note, adviſing him to puſn forward for that the __ 

winds: Loney half wort: E er he ſtoot! ores during the TL, * 

5 wiath e . e ORC ANIVCHA. 3 | Wo 

| 2. taken fie potion of rhe Soubeb' ou,” gr me _ _— 2 

left the field at four in the evening, on an elephant, and made ſuell Hate — 

f chat hie was himſelf one of the firſt that carried the news of his defeat to the 1 
capital, which he reached that night,” Meer JaMer's' trobps retired! lowly | 

and - regularly; from tho field of action, marching wide of theteſt of the Sou- 


bah's army, and halted a few miles from us. In the morning the Colorie 

ſent Omar Beg, a Moormanj and Mr. Serafton, to- Mrct Jafffef. As fobn 

as he ſaw the meſſengers, he advanced · forward, with His fon, to meet them; 
but was fur from teſtifying that joy whithi might Rave Wed expected: Pri. : -* 
| bably, bred: up in che treacherous eourt of Allyvherde Caun, he Harbowured 


ſome ſuſpicion that the Colonel might reſent his conduct, in not joining him . 5 
eonformably to his promiſes; for after wards; when the gu 
receive him as hevpafſed} hearted,” as if he thought it was 4 
him; nor did his countenanee brighten up, till the Colonef erfBraced kim, — "4, 
and faluted him Soubah of eke three: provinces , adviſing” kim th Haſfeiy to RI. 
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A ieapictl; to prevent its being plundered, and to ais che de of Se- 1 
bah, in which he would ſupport him with all His force as Won as pſñible. | 
We continued: aur joyful march towards che city, and had the pleaſute to 
ſee. the marks of our victory alt through our route, che plains being 


covered with cannon, trains of oxen, broken carriages, wounded horſes, and, 


among the reſt, an elephant found dead, ſixteen miles won the AS of bartle, 


Vith two fix-pound hot lodged in his body. od Tet 


Leer us now follow Surajah Dowla.. On his wl was ciey, he afſem-' 
bled all his great. officers, to conſult them on this unfortunate event: ſome 
adviſed him to deliver himſelf up to the Colonel, againſt whom he had no 


hope of ſucceſs, having been twice defeated by him. This, which was the 


moſt; prudent advice, his ſhallow judgment miſtook for treachery, Others 
adviſed. him | to qpen his treaſury to his army, and endeavour,” by great 


rewards, to ſpirit them up to make another effort. He ſeemed to approve 


ef this, immediately ordered three months pay to his army, and diſmiſſed his 
NN with aſſurances of his heading his troops again in the morning. 

„When left by himſelf, he ſuffesed all the pangs of adverſity. His 
Kate imaginatians repreſented every ane that approached him as a traitor, 
that wanted to deliver him up. He abandoned (himſelf to his fears, 


and, knowing not whom to truſt, he diſguiſed himſelf in a mean dreſs, 


and ſtole out of a window in the dead of night, with. no attendants but 


faithful ſervant. 


Bron Meer Jaffier could — * — PER had ; lacks 


| Enhanbeir coalnament, and :carried aff jewels to! an .immele walue ; while. 


the ſoldiery had broke into the treaſury, and carried away great ſums. of 
gold. All was anarchy and confuſion; the frightened inhabitants ſtood in 


| dreadful ſuſpence e, expecting nothing but | maſſacre and deſolation from a 


victorious army; till the arrival of Mr. Watts and Mr. Walſh, ſent forward 
by the Colanel, and a proclamation iſſued. out, that Meer Jaffier was ** 
pointed Soubah by Colonel Clive, turned their fears to aſtoniſument. 
. Tris,.. with the news of the halt of our army on the 25th and 26th, re- 
Gaored tranquillity to the city. Meer Jaffier, whether conſcious how little 
he had contributed to our ſucceſs, or that a Muſſulman could. not conceive 


| ſuch moderation, when we. had the whole in our power, ſtill doubted the 
| reality of his exaltation, and it was with great difficulty that Meſſts. Nan 


MP Walſh could prevail on him to act as Soubah. 
On 
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i 70 the Colonel entered the city, with two „ Ef” 
and five hundred ſeapoys, and took up his quarters at a palace near the Su- 


bah's. Upon the Colanel's arrival, Jagutſeat, and ſeveral of the great men, 
anxious for their fate, ſent their ſubmiſſion, with offers of large preſents, 
which the Colonel refuſed, aſſuring them he deſired nothing but their afliſt- 
ance in ſettling the government. T he next day Meer Jaffier viſited che Co- 
Jonel, and accompanied wy in 8 Pop to Jagutſeat's hues: where ae 5 
fettled all money affairs. 1 

On the agth the Colonel went to. the Soubah's mis an, ja ebend 
of all the Rajahs and great men of the court, led him to his throne, and, 
in compliance with the cuſtom of the country, made his ſubmiſſion to him 
as Soubah, by preſenting him with a few pieces of gold, in which he was 
followed by all the great men preſent. From this time Meer Jaſfier aſſumed 
the title of Mahabet Jung, and acted as Soubah of the three provinces. 

Tas firſt fruit of our ſucceſs, was the receipt of near a million edling,. 
which- the Soubah paid us on the 3d of July, and was laden on board two 
hundred boats, part of the fleet that attended us in our march up, eſcorted. 
by a detachment from the army. As ſoon as they entered the great river, 
they were joined by the boats of the ſquadron, and all together formed a 
fleet of three hundred boats, with muſic playing, drums beating, and co- 
lours flying, and exhibited to the French and Dutch, by whoſe ſettlements. 
they paſſed, a ſcene far different from what they had beheld the year before, 
when the Nabob's fleet and army paſſed them, with the capers Fa * 
all the wealth and plunder of Calcutta. 6 

Wk we were thus happy in our ſucceſs, Surajah Dowla was travelling 
in diſguiſe, like a miſerable fugitive, towards Patna, where he hoped once- 
more to appear in arms; but being diſcovered by the Governor of Rajamaul, 
Meer Jaffier's brother, he was ſurrounded ; and advice of it reaching the 
Soubah, he ſent his ſon to take him priſoner, and bring him to the City, 
where he arrived on the 4th of July at night, unknown to the Colonel, and 
was privately put to death by the order of Meer Jaffier, ho came in the 
morning to apologize for having taken ſuch 4 ſtep without conſulting him. 
This account is given by Mr. Scrafton ; but the letters which paſſed between 
Admiral Watſon and Surajah Dowla, and the account given by Lord pa 
giving further light | into the conduct on both ſides, they are added. | 
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HE. King my maſter 9 name is Wesel among the Aided of 
the world) ſent me to theſt parts with a great fleet, to protect the Faſt 


„ I 


Iddia Company's trade, righes, and priviteges. The advantages reſulting 4 


to the Mogul's dominions from the extenſive commerce carried on by my 
maſter's ſubjects, are too apparent to need enumerating : how great was my 
ſarprize, therefore, to hear yo had marched againſt che ſaid Company's 
factories, 'with a large army; and forcibly expelled their ſervants, ſeized and 
— plundered their effects, amounting to a large ſum of moneys and killed 
great numbers of the King my maſter's ſuhjects? 


IA come down to Bengal to re-eſtabliſh the ſaid Company's ſervants i in, 


their former factories and houſes, and hope to find” you willing to reſtore 


them their ancient rights and immunities. As you muſt be ſenſible of the be- E 
nefit of having the "Engliſh ſettled in your country, I doubt not you will 


conſent to make them a reaſonable ſatisfaction for the loſſes and injuries they 


bave ſuffered,” and by that means put a an amicable 7 the traubles, and 


ſecute the friendſhip of my King, who is A NE? cy? and de chights to 
act in equity. What can I ſay more? N 85 | 


From on board his Britannick Majeſty's ip © _—__ 
Kent, at Fulta, the 27th Dec. /.. 
cee Denler Letter ta Admiral l. 
+ | Jan. 23. 17.97% 


yo write me, W King your maſipe ſeat you into India to pro- 
tect the Company's ſettlements, trade, rights, and privileges: the in- 
* Rant, 1 received; this letter I ſent you: an anſwer; but it appears to me thar 
wy reply never. reached you, for which reaſon I write again. I muſt inform 
you, that Roger. Drake, the Company's chief in Bengal, acted contrary to 
the orders J ſent him, and encroached upon my authority ; he gave protec- 


42 ba "= 8 tion 


a 1 


Tut Way, een laue Do e 
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len eb che King's wiſtets wie amd terre xo, from the | 

the Durbar, which practice I did forbid, but to no purpoſe, On this: * 
evuse I 2s determümm to puniſn him ; And Wturdingly exprſlec fim my 
coommy'! det x wur ny inclindfonto have given the Engliſir Company = 
won! 86" have chi on thtir trade as firrherly;} hat imother chief beth 
ent Rxrer fer the jade therbfore of theſe provineds; alid- the inhabitants; I 
ſehd yo& Mis Rte; und if you are indlined} t fe-Eſtablifh ONS 
only appoint a chief, and you may depend upon my -glfin8uwpercy to their 
eofanerte upen- dhe fane thritis as hetetofore: enjoyed, 1 e e __— . 
chegicxes HRC Kerehanes und fans my orders, 


5 Ten ſlave of . Kiffg wy 1 


| Mighty oondꝗtueror, che Tings of richieg Shak Kol 
Khan, th the mot valtzRE amen "waters; 111 bg 
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Admru manoms Hiſtver. 

25 Dated ' 27th ef Jan. 17 08 5 

Ven letter of the 230 of this month I thiv day 
n the greateſt plaſure, as it inſdbrfns me your hatt written to ine bꝭ⸗ 
fore; a circumſtance I a glad to b aMifed of under your Hand, as che not ah- 
ſwering my letrer woald have beet fic? an affronr as I cootd not hkve put 
aper omotire; thut incufving the anger of the King my haste, 
Fo telt meim your lerter, chat die red df your etpelling che Engiiſtr 
ou of theſe cHeries ' wit; tE bud BEAAVIOAN of Mr Pralte, dhe Compaliy's 
chief in Bengak Bot bendes tft Prifdev and Nuers of ſtatehg not feemq 
with thel Hf eyes; nor heuting with® their Gi Garg}: © oftth MiſinfOrmed) 
and the'truth kept fon? Heh by the aff of crafty an wich mew; War 
it becoming che juſtide of *Pritice't6 print alf for ont malt fake ? Or to 
ian d yd mf inndeent peöpie as HP nd Way öffended, but Hh 
ing on the falttr of tile roy Phittfitund; protedion aud ſecurity 
Both to theit*proptit5* and lives, ififttäd' oF oppreffd and minfder, which: 
they untiappily” food? Are thelt a&idns beeothing the juice of 2 Pritice? 
— wil IO they me Thef'cai ow cem ve Bre cauſed by wicket 
nteck thing to yo tfröl gh mllce, or for their 


— own 


* 
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(Tur War BETWEEN SURAJAN "oY 


(own private ends for great Princes delight in aft of juſtice and i ens 


r 


Ir therefore. you are * of eneriding; i eee eee 


"ws of juſtice, ſhew your abhorrence of theſe proceedings, by. puniſhing 
thoſe evil counſellors who adviſed them; cauſe ſatisfaction to be made to the 
Company, and to all others who haye been deprived of their property, and 
by theſe acts turn off the eden O Treore,! TO: . hope 
TR of your ſubjefts. 

Is you have any cauſe of ods: a Mr. Drake, as it is but jut 


| ie maſter alone ſhould have a power over his ſervant, ſend your complaints 


to the Company, and I will anſwer for it they will give you ſatisfaction. 
.  ALTHoven I am a ſoldier as well as you, I had rather receive ſatisfaction 


| from your own inclination to do juſtice, than be obliged to force it from you 


by the diffreſs of your. innocent e 


_ 


The Nobo Reph. 


v OU have taken and plundered Houghley, and made war upon my ſub- 
jects: theſe are not actions becoming merchants ! I have, therefore, left 
Muxadabad, and am arrived near Houghley ; I am likewiſe croſſing the river 
with my army, part of which is advanced towards your camp. Nevertheleſs, 
if you have a mind to have the Company's buſineſs ſettled upon its ancient 


| footing, and to give a currency to their trade; ſend. a perſon. of conſequence 


to me, who can make your demands, and treat with me upon · this affair. I 
ſhall nat ſcruple to grant a Perwannah for the reſtitution of all the Company's 
factories, and permit them ta trade in my country upon the ſame terms as 
formerly. If the Engliſh who are ſettled in thoſe, provinces will. behave like 
merchants, obey my orders, and give me no offence, you may depend upon 


it I will take their loſs into conſideration, and adjuſt matters to their ſatis- 
| Lou know how difficult it is to prevent ſoldiers from plundering. in. 


war 3; n if you will, on. your, parts, relinquiſh. ſomething of the da- 
you have ſuſtained by being pillaged by my army, I vill endeavour 
to give you ſatisfaction even in that particular, in order to gain your friendſhip, , 
and preſerve a good underſtanding for the future with your nation. You are 
a *Cliriſtian,. and know how. much . it is to accommodate a.diſpute,,, 
than 
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ehan to keep it alive; bot if you are determined to ſacrifice the intereſt of 


your Company, and the good of private merchants, to your inclinations for 
war, it is no fault of mine: to Pera the fatal conſequence of fuch a ruin- 


— 

ous war, I write this letter. % OE ET COTE 
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"6 Colonel's iner 3 wich the agreaten of. the govet- 

nor and council ſigned and ſealed. He deſires me to get the articles of 
"0 treaty now. made, ratified by my great men and principal - officers... I 
have complied with his requeſt : it will be proper, likewiſe, for you and-the 
Colonel, on one part, and myſelf on the other, to execute an agreement that 
hoſtilities between us ſhall ceaſe; that the Engliſh will always remain my 
friends and allies ; and that they will aſſiſt me againſt my enemies: for this 
purpoſe I ſend a perſon of diſtinftion and confidence, who will ſpeak at large 
the ſentiments of my heart; and I hope you will inform him of | ybur diſpo- 
ſition towards me. The articles which were ſent to me, I have returned, ſigned 
by myſelf, the King's Duan, my own Duan,. and the Bukhſhi of my army: 
I ſhould be glad if you would confirm this treaty by a paper under your hand 
and ſeal, as the Colonel has done. I have, in the moſt ſolemn manner, called 
God and the prophets to witneſs, that I have made peace with the Engliſh. 


As long as I have life, I ſhall eſteem your enemies as enemies to me, and 


will aſſiſt you to the utmoſt of my power whenever you require it. Do you 
likewiſe, and the Colonel, and the chiefs of the Engliſh factory, ſwear, in 
the preſence of the Almighty God, to obſerve and perform your part of the 


treaty, and to eſteem my enemies as your own, and always be ready to give : 


me your aſſiſtance againſt them: and, though you may not come yourſelf, 1 


fatter myſelf, you will fend the aid J ſhall- Or OR es | 


TH 


witneſs between us in this treaty. 
«© Gop and his prophets are witneſſes, that 1 eres in Genes li 


terms of the treaty I have now made with the Engliſh Company, and that 
I will on all occaſions ſhew them my favour, relying” on your faith to ob. 


ſerve nn. your part of the ee 133 
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5 h ce Ny put an nd to the boſtilities i in my country and dominions; I con- 

3 a | ſented and agreed to the treaty of peace with the Engliſh, that trade 


| and commerce might be carried on as formerly; to which treaty you have 
* agreed, and a firm accommodation between us is ſettled and eſtabliſhed : you 
have ſent me an agreement under your own. hand and ſeal, not to diſturb 
the tranquillity of my country but it now appears that you have a deſign 
to beſiege the French factory near Houghley, and to commence hoſtilities 
againſt that nation. This is contrary to all rule and cuſtom, that you ſnould 
bring your animoſities and differences into my country; for it has never been 
known, ſince the days of Timur, that the Europeans made war upon one 
another within the King's dominions. If you are determined to beſiege the 
French factories, I ſhall be neceſſitated, in honour and duty to my King, to 
aſſiſt them with my troops. You ſeem inclined to break the treaty ſo lately 
concluded between us; formerly the Mharattas infeſted theſe dominions, 
and for many years harraſſed the country with war, but when the diſpute 
was accommodated, and a treaty. of peace with that people concluded, they 
never broke it, nor will they ever deviate from the terms of the faid treaty. 
8 It is a wrong and wicked practice, to break through and pay no regard to 
| treaties made in the moſt ſolemn manner: you are certainly bound to abide 
by your part of the treaty ſtrictly, and never to attempt, or be the occaſion 
_ + of any troubles or diſturbances in- future, within the provinces under my ju- 
=_— = - riſdiction. I will, on my part, obſerve moſt purely what I have mo 
| _— and canſented to. 

4 L. maintain and ons © on. my part, the treaty of peace I have 
anda ak Engliſh, which, with the permiſſion. of God, I hope will 
continue for ever: you may have heard, that for feven. years we had con- 
ſtant wars with the Mharattas; but when a treaty of peace was concluded 
with them, they ſtrictly obſerved: the terms, and never deviated from them. 

I is but juſt and reaſonable, that your nation ſhould: pay regard to the late 4* 
treaty, and commit no hoſtilities in my country, nor diſturb its tranquillity 1 
with any differences that may ſu bliſt between you and other European 
Damen.“ 
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te Voun 1 7 = I was honoured. with this "morning 8 and ob- 
ſerve that you diſapprove of our committing hoſtilities, againſt the 
French ſettled in theſe Provinces, | Had I imagined it would have given you 


any umbrage, 1 ſhould neyer have entertained the leaſt thoughts: of diſturb- 


ing the tranquillity of your country, by acting againſt that nation within the 


Ganges; and am now ready to deſiſt from attacking their factory, or com- 


mitting other hoſtilities againſt them in- theſe provinces, . if they will con- 
ſent and agree to a ſolid treaty of neutrality ; and if you, as Soubahdar of 
Bengal, will, under your hand, guarantee this treaty, and promiſe to pro- 
tect the Engliſh from any attempts made by that nation againſt our ſettle- 
ments during my abſence. I am, perſuaded you have heard of no people i in 
the world who pay. a. ſtricter regard to their word, and to the faith of trea- 
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r. un de Aan fn the llowing Reply, dared the ata Februaty, 4757. 


ties, than the Engliſh ; and I do ſincerely aſſure you, that 1 will inviolehly * 


preſerve the peace we have concluded with you; and 1 dare anſwer for the 
Colonel and the Company” J Teprelenttives! that they will not attempt to 
infringe any part of it. Yo en, es i ah ny 

_ © T mavs ratified the late treaty between you and the Eagliſh, with iy hand 
and ſeal: and I now repeat my aſſurances, made in the preſence « of God, and 
of Jeſus Chriſt, that I maintain and preſerve inviolably my part of the 
ſaid treaty, not doubting of your ſincerity i in performing ſuch articles as you 
have conſented to. I likewiſe promiſe, that I will not diſturb the tran- 
quillity of your country, by committing any hoſtilities againſt, the French, 
provided , will be anſwerable for their, . of a  ftrict neutrality 
with us.” 
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Tur French, by the prevailing power of Sticiide; had gained . ſome of 


the courtiers, and they ſo influenced the Nabob, that, without waiting for 
the above anſwer to his letter of the I gth, « on the 20th bo ent another letter 
F 0 o the Admiral. 9 e le 
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HE letter I wrote'to you beben 11 imagine you bees em Por 


which I have been informed, by the French Vackeel, that five or ſix 
additional ſhips of war have arrived in the river, and that more are ex pected, 
He * likewiſe, that youlWﬀ#ſign commencing * againſt me 
Leo | and 
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and my ſubjects again, as as ſoon as the rains are over. This is not acting = 


_ agreeable to the charaRer of a true ſoldler, and a man of honour, who: ne- 


ver violate their words, If you are ſincere in the treaty concluded with me, 
ſend your ſhips. of war out of the river, and abide. ſtedfaſtly by your agree- 
ment; I will not fail in the obſervance of the treaty on my part, Is it be- 


coming or honeſt to begin a war, after concluding the peace ſo lately and 


ſolemnly? The Mharattas | are bound by no golpel, yet they are ſtrict ob- 
ſervers of treaties: it will, therefore, be matter of great aſtoniſhment, and 
hard to be believed, if you, Who are enlightened with the goſpel, ſhould 
not remain firm, and preſerve the treaty you _ ratified in the TORY of 
God and Jeſus Chriſt,” 7 


To this the Admiral replied, 11 Letter Albee the 2 geh of February, x 1757. 


& YouR letter of the 20th inſtant, I received two days ago; but being 
Ijuſt in the height of my diſpatches for England, I was not able to 
anſwer i it till now, I know not how. to expreſs to you my aſtoniſhment, at 
finding myſelf taxed with having, à deſign to break the peace, on ſo light a 
oundation as a baſe fellow's having dared to tell you fo, without any one 


action of mine being produced to ſupport ſo extravagant and impudent an 


accuſation, which has not. the leaſt ſhadow of probability to render it cre- 
dible. . You tell me, It is unworthy the character of a ſoldier, and a man 


of honour, to violate their words!“ In what ſingle inſtance; fince my. being 


here, have 1 acted ſo unworthily as to make you think me capable of vio- 
lating mine: ? yourſelf can anſwer for me, © In none.” My dealing with you 
hath al always been full of that frankneſs and ſincerity, for which my country- 
men are remarkable throughout the known world. From you, Sir, I ex- 
pect juſtice on that baſe man, who has dared falſely to accuſe me, and to 
impoſe upon you. In the mean time, I have complained to the French of 
their Vackeel's behaviour; who have promiſed me to write to you their 
knowledge of the falſity of his accuſation, You may reſt aſſured, that I 


will always religiouſly obſerve the peace; and I beg you to believe, that 
people who raiſe reports to. the cantrary, can only do it to create Jones, ih. 


© which they hope will break the lend they are en to ſee Wer us.“ 


 Norwithtanding the. Nabab had by this time ſent a body of troops to 


* ee he ſent che * leber to the Admiral: 8 
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ec Tur letter yo. de me übt dhe French affair; 1 ks ed 


and peruſed : you may depend upon it, that I neither have, nor will, aſ- 
aa-the French, If they begin any troubles,” or commit any hoſtilities in 
my territories, I will oppoſe them with my whole force, and puniſh them very 


ſeverely. I was informed you deſigned to attack-Chandernagore, which made 5 


me write to you what I thought was reaſonable and juſt, upon that head. The 
forces I ſent down were to guard and protect the King's ſubjects, and not to 
aſſiſt the French. If the purport of my letter has been the occaſion of your 
deſiſting from the attack of Chandernagore, it gives me great ſatisfaction. 
I have written to the French, likewiſe, what I thought was proper, in order 

to make them apply for a neutrality: 1 ſuppoſe they will act conformably. 
L will ſend a'perſon of oonſideration to bring me the treaty you may con- 
clude with them, and will order it to be regiſtered in my books. Aſſure 
yourſelf” that I have no other deſign or inclination, than to live upon terms 
of good "underſtanding and friendſhip with the Engliſh. By the grace of 
God, I never intend to do any thing that you will not eſteem juſt; this rely 


upon, and do not expect a failure. Do you likewiſe remain fixed to your 


treaty and word, and give no credit to the reports of peqple of no confide- 
ration or figure: if you have any thing to write about, pleaſe to addreſs me, 
and no body elſe ; I will always fend you a fair and unreſerved anſwer. © 


% Tas van of the King of Dehli's army is advancing towards the pro- 


vinces; upon this intelligence I deſign marching towards Patna to meet them. 
If at this critical juncture you will be my friend, and ſend me aſſiſtance, I 
will pay your forces a lack of 8 monthly, while they remain vieh me. 
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40 1 n moment received ate ial gives me e the greateſt ſc atiafadtion. 


Town I had a ſuſpicion, from your ſo eaſy crediting French reports, that you 


entertained a partiality for that nation; to the prejudice of mine: your letter has 


re moved 


. 2 
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removed all my doubts, ſo that henceforward I ſhall rely with confidence on your 
friendſhip, and every day ſtudy to give you the ſtrongeſt proofs of mine. 
Tux ready obedience I paid to your deſire, in not attacking the 
French, will, I perſuade myſelf, convince you that nothing but the oe 
neceſſity could make me again apply to you on that ſubject. 1 
you will give your moſt; ſerious attention to what I am going to ER — 
Immediately on the receipt of one of your paſt letters, I not only gave over 
all thoughts of attacking the French, but invited them to enter into a treaty 
of neutrality, and to ſend people here to ſettle the terms; but judge what 
muſt have been my ſurprize, when, after they were in ſome manner ſettled, 
the French deputies owned that they had no power to ſeeure to us 
the obſervance of the treaty, in caſe any commander of ;theirs ſhould come 
with a greater power after my departure ! Tou are too reaſonable not to ſee, 
that it is impoſſible for me to conclude a treaty with a people who have no 
power to do it, and which, beſides, while it ties my hands, leaves thoſe of my 
enemies at liberty to do me what miſchief they can. - They have alſo for a long 
time reported, that Monſieur Buſſy is coming here with a great army, Is it to 
attack you? Is it to attack us? Lou are going to Patna you aſł the aſſiſtance of 
our forces. Can we. with the leaſt degree of prudence march with you, and leave 
our enemies behind us? You will be then too far off to ſupport us, and we ſhall 
be unable to defend ourſelves. Think what can be done in this ſituation- I 
ſee but one way. Net us take Chandernagore, and ſecure ourſelves againſt 
any apprehenſions rom that quarter, and then we will aſſiſt you with every 
man in our power, and go with you even to Dehli, if you will. Have we 
ſworn reciprocally, that the friends and the enemies of the one ſhould be 
regarded as ſuch, by the other? and will not God, the avenger of perjury; 
puniſh us, if we do not fulfil our oaths? What en I ſay more? Let me 
ręqueſt the favour of your ſpeedy anſwer. 130 il 2 nl ity Ig iro 
« You tell me the van of the King of Dehli's army e eee theſe 
provinces, and that you are going towards Patna to meet them; in conſequence 
of which, you aſk me to be your friend, and give you aſſiſtance. Have we not 
already ſworn a friendſhip? Put it but into my power to aſſiſt you, by yielding to 
my requeſt, and you ſhall find I will ſupport you to the utmoſt of my ability. 
Believe me, and moſt aſſuredly you will not be deceived. If you doubt me,, 
look back into all my dealings towards you, and judge from them. I 
eſteem You now to ww. ſuch 2 Mien to Wy gation, that I funk it would. be 
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juſtice. to your good inclination. towards me, to keep a gceurrence 8 

| from. your. knowledge: therefore I take this earlieſt opportunity to tell you, 

the troops which ſhould have come here with me, are now arrived in the 

; river, a circumſtance that will be en u e to $a rages rigs if 15225 will * e 
| an of makitig 1 18 | det | | * 2 


A few by after this, the Admirals Givourie ſentiments of the Nabob- 1 i 
were entitely changed; He was ebnVinced that he Had enterecd into a priwate 1 

negociation wich the French, and was determined to ſupport them, even co HR 

with his whole force, while every article of his treaty with us remained un LE 

fulfilled, * 3 'He, therefore, on 1 the th nas of March, 97 9 che following letter: a 
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Anſwered your letter of the 20th of laſt month Gin AM, paſt; I ſuppoſe : 1 

„IC have, ere now, receĩved it, and are thereby fully convinced 1 2} 
falſchood of the French Vackeel's informations, of my intention to break the | 

ce. | 8 
"— Ir you till 1 want farther proofs of the ſincerity with which I made it, nc be 
the deſire I have to preſerve it, you will find them in my patience; which has 
not only ſuffered your pact of the treaty to be thus long unexecuted, but has. 
even borne with your aſſiſting my enemies the French with men and money, 
contrary to your faith, pledged to me in. the mot ſolemn manner, © That my; 
enemies ſhould. be your's.” 
“ Is it thus that ſoldiers and men of honour never violate their word? | 

But it is time now to ſpeak plain: if you are really deſirous of preſerving your „ 
country in peace, and your ſubjects from miſery and ruin, in ten days from: | 
the date of this, fulfil your part of the treaty in every article, that I may not | . 
have the leaſt cauſe of complaint; otherwiſe, remember, you muſt anſwer for 
the conſequences; and, as T have always acted the open, unreſerved part, in 
all my dealings with you, I now acquaint you, that the remainder of tlie 
troops; which ſhould have been here long ſince, and which, I hear, the Co- 
lonel told you he expected, will be at Calcutta in a few days; that in a few- 
days more I ſhall diſpatch a veſſel for more ſhips and more troops and that ; 
I will kindle. ſuch : a flame in your country, as all the water in the Ganges 
ſhall | 
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have concluded, but have been obliged to defer the execution of the articles, 
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reply. I am fixed and determined to abide by the terms of the treaty we 


on account of the Hooly, during which holidays my Banians and Miniſters do 
not attend the Durbar. As ſoon as that is over, I will ſtrictly comply with 
every thing I have ſigned. You are ſenſible there is no avoiding this delay, 
and I flatter myſelf it will not be thought much of. It is not my cuſtom to 


evade that which I have made with the Engliſh. I rely on your friendſhip 
and bravery, in giving me the aſſiſtance I aſked, againſt the van of the Pytan 
army, who are advancing this way ; and that you will oblige me with a com- 
pliance to the requeſt I made in my laſt letter. What ſhall I fay more? 
I beg you will be ſenſible of my ſincerity. I promiſe you, in the moſt 


faithful manner, that I will never break or _— my cal of the ey I | 


„ 


have made with your nation.“ 


Incloſed i in \ this letter came a ſmall Aer with theſe lines : 


6 THIS you may be fare of, that if any perſon | or perſons. at- 
tempt to quarrel with you, or become your enemies, 1 have ſworn 


before God that I will aſſiſt you. I have never given the French a ſingle 
cowry ; and what forces of mine are at Houghley, were ſent to Nundcomar, 


the Fougedar f of that place. The French will never dare to quarrel with 


you; and I perſuade myſelf that you will not, contrary to ancient cuſtom, 


commit any hoſtilities within the Ganges, or in the provinces of which I am 


Soubahdar.” 


0 G the King of Delli. 
+ Governor and chief magiſtrate of the diſtrict. 
The 


ee eee Belo 
kind as to conſider the purport of what. I wrote “, and fend me a ſpeedy . 


break any treaty I make, therefore be ſatisfied that I will not endeayour ta 
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t 'anfiver'e my letter Theve 0 'reabivaa ; wherein you write, {3 
bos Was! eur ſuſpiciohs' are at an end; and that, on the receipt of my 
12 forbore axtacſting Chalidernagote,” and ſent for their people to 
ale peace,” and wrote out the teftns of agreement ; bot when they were 
about ſigning then; they declared, / that if they ſigned the articles, and any e 
other commander ſhould arrive , they-<ould” not be anſwerable for his ad- 
hering; and that on this'gecbufit there was no N You' alſo write mn tt 
other particulars, of hie I am well acquainted. It is true, if it is the eſs © " 
tom of the French, that if one man makes an Arent; another will not : - 
comply with is,” har ſecurity is there?! My'forbidding ar upon „„  - = 
was bebauſetthe'Frer neh ware"riy "te nts; and upon this affair deſired my pro- 7 
region. 100m thb H rote to y to imake peace; and no intentions Had T of 1 
alſiſting lor fatouting them. You have underſtanding and generoſity; if yo¹fjHẽj _— 
enemy with-an upright heart chirns your protection, you will give him his E 
life, but chen you muſt be well ſatisfied of the innocence of his intentions; if | _ 
not, whatever you think right, chat do f. I am firm to my agreement, and 5 _ 
lookrupon your chemies/as my ; which I mall never r ſerve from. "Day _ 
nome l, e PN SAT >, 00 273 35. een den ae Rr | 
. i 15 10 _— 34 BF 13-4 ri a en”. GoTo ow 1 98 
Key w phage | m__ Lk. ; AT 
pb ANDERNAGORE | TAKEN FROM THE FRENCH... 
| 5 SES „ 
OLONEL. Clive, the et end of ben Jef his 9 near Calcutta, E 
and croſſed the Ganges, which was £qually convenient either to com- — 
mence hoſtilities againſt the French, or to join the Nabob againſt . che Pytan 
forces; but the intentions both of the Nabob and the French being very manifeſt, | „ 
on the 8th of March he turned his face towards Chandernagore, and on the | __ 
13th he inveſted it. On the r4th the enemy ſallied out; in which affair nn - 
+1 was this paragraph that 3 we Admiral and Colonel to proceed i in their attack PETER 
of Chandernagore. | 
- From Mr, Watts“ tranſlstiom 13 . = ac may pf! 25 9.44 
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ery. if they could reach our ſhips, but they fell ert. 


fs Tua Was. IRVMEEN. Ana fam Diva. 
Captain Coote greatly ſignalized himſelf, and ſoon after made chem retreat; 
on this they quitted their guter Vork, and became maſters of the town, 
and the batteries in and about it, with very little loſs; and the enemy, by this | 
means, were ſhut up within theit fort. 

As ſoon as every thing mas. in reafine6s. on board the feet, and the trips | 
cleared, of their ſuperfluous ſtores: they, moved. up che river with the flood- | 
tides.¶ To the great mortification of the French (who. had dattered themſelves 
chat it would be impracticable for us to bring up our largeſt ſhips, on che aßth 
the Kent, Tyger, and Saliſbury appeared in ficht of the fort, and then, turning 
the point of Chaadernagore reach, anchemd the xgth off the Pruſſian octagon, 
ſrom hence we had a full view of the ton and fortifications: A ſoon: as 
we came to an anchor, the French threw, a ſhell, e e * to 


. ——— chis place bad. mmerojably hive xe 
on ſo openly, chat it was irapolible they ſhquld be keps a. ſecret fromthe French. 
wha hadi therefore made ie of every poſſible method to fruſtrate dur deg, 
Juſt above the fort of Chandernagore, there was a large bank of fand, whith 
made the paſſage very narrow : to block up this channel, they had'fnk dhe 
Mit loaded with ballaſt; the maſts of which, however, appeared above 
vater. Three other large ſhips lay at anchor above the ſont: cheſe, it was 
eic were prepared as five-thips, to be ſent down: with the tide, to bum out 
ſquadron in the middle of the night. The Admiral thereſdhe refobred to be 
beforehand with them, and gave orders, that all the boats of the ſhips ſhould 
go up, as ſoon as the night came on, and Endeavour to cut their cables. 
This was accordingly done, and they. all drove upon the ſands. It afterwards. 
appeared, chat the crews belonging to thoſe ſhips had been taken out to rein- 
force the garriſon, _ 5 
Tur attack of the fort would probatly | have taken place the heit Winch 
had the tides in the river been at all favourable for that purpoſe; but, unfor- 
tunitely ſor us, they ſerved either too early in the morning, or too late in the 
afternoon. This trcuniftance obliged the Admiral to poſtpone the attack for 
two er three days.” In the mean time he fent Lieutenant Key with a flag of 
trace to the Governor, dermnditng a ſurrender of the place; which he policely, 
but abſolutely refuſed to. give up. Mr. Key having obſerved, as he paſſed 
between the vefſels' maſts, which were ſunk i in the channel of the river, that 


their hulls were not deep under water, Mr. John Delamotte, a brave and 
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e 402 KA ard Kun Anthem Want 89 
aber offices wn was: maſter on bpard-the Ailinival's flip, was 8 
| day: ſent to: found: thainy and, not wibſtandin g all Ah efforts. of tlie nem oͥ 
interrapt him, | by: n- inbeffant firing of-alividtannong the! browght bunt k 

_ agreeable: nows, thav there was. roorh for our ſhips to paſs with faſtvy between 1 

chem but beſides the obſtruction which we expotted to meet with fro theſe 

ſunltoni veſicle; the French had taken care to erect to batteries of heavy 
eanndn, to render this narrow paſs: ſtill. more difficult and dangerous 

One of theſe was conſtructed in the form of a half. mom and lay on 

the very brink of the river, within niuſker-Mot: of the ſunken vellels; the 
other was a faſcine battery on the glacis of the fort, and was intended to rake. 
our:ſhips foro and aſt. e en baſtion could Ee al 
to fire down the river. rr; 97 die eisen h T64 

Dux diſpoſition 1 5 ſhe cranks! Pg fort was as: follows: The er 

ebe pine che north-eaſt baſtion - the Kent againſt te curtain 
betweew the baſtions oppoſite the gate; and the Saliſbury againſt the ſouth 
eaſt baſtion. Before we began-the-attack, it was judged abſolutely neeeſſury 
that Colonek Clive ſhould erect a battery on the fide of the river, to fire on 
the ſouth fate of the enemy's ſouth-eaſt baſtion; any in cafe of an obRinate 
roſiſtance, that we might breach that baſtioſ hy à eroſt fire from the ſhips, 
and fromm this intended battery. Preparations were accordirigly madb for ci 
putpoſeʒ but before they could be carried into execution; che army were 
obliged to make themſelves maſters of the half · moon battery; which they did 
. greut gallantry, driving ttie enemyis troops before them into the fort. 

Alu things being ready, on the 22d the Admirab appeared extremely ant 
xious to begin the attack; but the flood tide in the afternoon va ſo very 
late, the ſniꝑs could not poſſibly be placed in their proper ſtattons wHile tfiere 
was ſufficient: day light to direct our fie; the enemy, therefore, wonld' Have | 
had a great advantage over us ; for though the nights were too dark-for us to 
diſtinguiſh the embraſures of tfieir fortiſteations, yet they" could plainly fee "i 
the hulls of our ſhips; which would have lain ſo near the fort; hit a ſhocking : 2 
carnage muſt have been made amongſt their crews. That another day; how. 1 
ever, might not be loſt, tlie Admiral, the ſume evening ordered lights to be 
placed on. tho maſts of the veſſels tllat had been ſunk, - with blindꝭ towards the 5 
fort, that vr might ſee how-to paſs d_Eirgers thei a Urtle before ay nba _ 
without being difcovered by the enemy. 


At length, the morning of the 23d of March, the ſhips Gardeg under cal; ' .. = 

the Golanel s. battery, which had been finiſhed behind 4 dead will began 7 

2 N NM 2 "OM | „ 

' | 
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quickly followed her; but before ſne could reach her proper ſtatibn, the tide 


. Tur Wan zepwrnnt don ani Pow: a 
fring upon the ſoutkseaſt baſtion, The Tyger, with Admiral Pocock's flag 5 


flying, took the lend tand about fix: o clock in the morning got very well into 


her ſtation againſt the horch · caſt baſtiod: the Kent, with Admiral Watſon's flag, 


of ebb made down the river, which occaſioned her anchor to drag; ſo 
that before ſhe brought up, ſhe had fallen abreaſt of the ſouth-eaſt baſtion, 
the place where the Saliſbury ſnould ltave been, and, from her mainmaſt aft, ſhe 


vas expoſed to the flank guns of the ſouth-weſt baſtion alſo. This accident of 


the Kent's anchor not holding faſt, and her driving down into the Saliſbury's 
ſation, threw this laſt ſhip out of action, to the great mortification of the 
Captain, officers, and crew ; | for: ſhe never had it in her power to fire a gun, 
unleſs it was now and then, when ſhe could ſheer on the tide. The French, 
during the whole time of the Kent and Tyger's approach towards the fort, 
kept up a terrible cannonade upon them, without any reſiſtance on their 
parts; but as ſoon as the ſhips came properly to an anchor, they. W it 
with ſuch fury, as aſtoniſhed their adverſaries. Y 

Colonel Clive's troops at the ſame time got into thoſe ole which — 
1 the fort, and from thence greatly annoyed the enemy with their muſ- 
T. The fire now became general on both ſides, and was kept up with 
extraordinary ſpirit. The flank guns of the ſouth-weſt baſtion galled the 
Kent very much; and, the Admiral's aid - de · camps being all wounded, Mr. 
Watſbn, went down himſelf to Lieutenant William Brereten, who commanded 
the lower. deck battery, and ordered him particularly to direct his fire againſt 
thoſe guns; and they were accordingly ſoon afterwards ſilenced. At eight in 
the morning ſeveral of the enemy's ſhot ſtruck the Kent at the ſame time; one 


Vntered near the fore · maſt, and ſet fire to two or three thirty- two pound 


cartridges of gunpowder, as the NOS: held them i in their 2 EP RL to charge 


the guns. 
Buy the exploſion, = KL RSS _ ther jooſe PE took fre” between 
decks, and the whole ſhip was ſo filled with ſmoke; that the men in their 


confuſion cried aut, ſhe was on fire in the gunner's ſtore-room ; imagining, 


| From the ſhock. they felt from. the balls, that a ſhell had actually fallen into 


her., This ngtion ſtruck a panic into the greateſt part of the crew, and 70 
or 80. jumped out of the port-hales into the boats. that were along · ſide the 


hip. The French preſently ſaw this confuſion. an board the. Kent, and, re- 
_ folving to take the advantage, kept up as hot a fire as poſſible upon her dur- 


ing the whole time. Lieutenant Brereton, however, with the aſſiſtance of 


of; b TAE Beli 


Hehe Siber ire Sep Wg Ele the BHT de + "OR 
pPeorts, he begged the ſeamen to come in again, upbraiding them for deſerting T 
1 their quarters: but finding chis had no effect upon them, he thought the A 

more certain method of ſucceeding would be to ſtrike them With a 
ſhame, and therefore loudly exclaimed, * Are you Britons, are you Eng *. 

liſhmen, and fly from danger? for ſhame; for ſhame !” This reproach had the 74 

| deſired effect; to a man, they immediately returned into the uy" RP to 

their quafters, and renewed a ſpirited fire on the enemy. „„ 

„ © above dees hren Ger chi campiatretiien; of cb e, Ws pee 1 

of the north and ſouth baſtions were almoſt beaten down; the guns were 3 708 I 

moſtly diſmounted 3 and we could plainly ſee from the main- top of the Kent, _— 
that the ruins from the parapet had entirely blocked up thoſe few guns which 1 
otherwiſe might have been fit for ſervice. We could eaſily diſcern C 
there had been à great ſlaughter among the enemy; who, finding that our W 

: fire againſt them rather increaſed, hung out the white flag: whereupon a 2 
ceſſation of hoſtilities took place, and the Admiral ſent Lieutenant Brereton __ 
(the only commiſſion officer on board the Kent that was not killed or wound- | - 
ed) and Captain Coote, of the King's regiment, with a flag of truce to 1 
the fort; who ſoon returned, accompanied by the French governor's ſon, with __ 
articles of capitulation: which being ſettled by the- Admiral and Colonel | 1 
, oy ſoon after ne eee che Z dee 5 5 i "tee 45 
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+ © Continuation of the Core Mets betwern Admiral Wain, and 
' | 1 Se Dawla. : 
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5 1 | N 5 Auniral Watſen to the Nabob. Ta 5 4p? : 5 1 3 
. 5 DT” aps. | Ee 

EE: | HAVE the Boson of ſeveral of your ſetters; which I would have paid 2 
due attention to, and anſwered immediately, had not the ſervice I came | „ 

here upon engaged all my time. 1 hope you will accept this as a reaſonable $4.90 
_ excuſe for my long ſilence. I have now the pleaſure to acquaint you, that en . 3 
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ths 58 06 bi m after two houm fighting, v, by-ahe bleſing of God, 
and. the happy-i#fluence. of your fortune and friendſhip,: ſubdued and took 
poſſeion of the French farts making,ous enemies .priſanezs; excagtus ſmall - 
number, ee aloe thr iq" haue ſent a ſem armed 
men to; ſeize. them; and I perſuade myſelf you will not be diſpleaſed at this 
ſtep, ſince I have . eee n en eg 
„ have often decem th ee eee of Ariel A 
hering to the; troaty made between ves; and, as: we have ſworn neciprocally, 
chat the enemies, of  cjthen ſhould, be eſteemed the enemins af both, . hope, 
by your fayour,. the enemies. N have n ee will bedalunaredinto my 
vant een Tit Gaines. abc affect amr ot . 
The moment I received your leer, complaining-of Mr- Drake's: haring 
addrofied himſelf to Mogichehund, in a mannen diſpleaſing to- you, II wrote. to 
Mr. Dralte, and deſired he would malte an apology to you, for the expret- 
ſions he had made uſe, of tu Monichchund: which he has done, and, I hope 
you are fatisfied there wick: AS _"_ FORT ee cauſe 1 
ſuch: complaint for. the ſuture. 0 gin 
I obſerve by your letter af the es Sad. 5 a 
neceſſity of ſending: youn brother, Rajah: Roy Dullubſam Bahader, into the 
 Burdwan country, to collect. the revenues, which, Monichehnnd- excuſed: himſelf 
from paying : as you have given me your word, that this is the purpoſe of 
his march, it is riot in the power of any artful, deſigning perſon to make me 
believe the contrary; and, as it will be eyermore my firſt principle to promote 
and eſtabliſh the friendſhip made between us, F ſhall be very cautious how I 
give credit to any idle ſtories, tending to break the unity, which 1 hope will 
endure for ever between you and the Engliſn. I am ſenfible. our nation has 
many enemies at your court; but, as yo ᷣare 4 wiſe and prudent Prince, I 
hope you vill in time diſcover all the wickedneſs of thoſe, who, by aſſerting 
for poſitive truths what have appeared to be notorious falſhoods, have at- 
tempted to injure us in your opinion. As I know your ears have been filled 
with evil; of us, and you will be ſubje&t to hear the ſtories of ſuch 
deceivers, a perſon in whom J. confide will be ſent to you: receive, what he may. 
_ ſays as my rien: 4 be an. vou mall nat eee What can 1 
ſax mom? | 
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N A Ty erf e 
Tm letter not * the delired effect, and being too well _ 2 
that the Nabob had hoſtile intentions in His breaſt ; for, inſtead of delivering 
up, he correſponded with and protected dur French enemies ; the Admiral 

manta: en letter to Rn, OO _ * 2 of March, 17 7. . 
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«T4 HAVE 8 FE RUN you 4 3 of 3 * 
making all the French our priſoners, except ſome fugitives. who fled 

up the rivers after whom, I told you, I had ſent ſome armed men in boats. 
| I am ſorry 1 ſhould be under the neceſſity of ſending you another letter ; but 
having received information that you. have not as yet performed your agree · 
ment, I muſt take leave to acquaint you, that, from the repeated promiſes you 
haye made, of keeping your word in every reſpect, I now expet y will act 
conformably to ch you have taken before God and your prophet, and 
comply immediat 7 with all the articles of the treaty. Deliver alſo the can 
non to Mr. Watts, which you now have belonging to the Company, and ftrily 
keep to the cath we haye both ſworn, of living in friendſhip, and eftecming 
each other's enemies our own ; and deliver up into my hands all the French in 
your dominions, with their effects. This will be keeping your oath, and 
behavitg like a Prince whoſe purſuit is juſtice, and whoſe utmoſt glory, as 2 
ſoldier, 4s-preſervidg his word inviolable, Depend upon it, if there are any 
about you bold enough to adviſe you to act contrary to theſe juſt demands, 
they are your enemies, and want to ſee your country involved in a ruinous 
war; which nothing but your breach of promiſe, ef faith, and of honour, 
ſhall ever prevail on me to engage in. Nothing will give the more fatisfac- 
| laſt beteten you and the Engliſh. Since I began this letter, I um inſerned 
_ the fugitive French have offered to enter into your ſervice. | If you #ecept 
this offer, I fhall conclude that you intend te favour the French, and deſire 
to live na longer in friend{hip with me, eſpecially as you have declined the 
ee ne n. afepr Arongiy Wicket them.” cally, | 


rar Adil, bet able 0 obtain any anſwor to this ent another leer. 
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Kew, if Chandernagore 27 47 e 17 57. 

1 HAVE been informed that you expreſs ſome uneaſineſs at our Ih hips 
remaining at this ſettlement, and our army being encamped near Houghley. 

I find that our enemies have taken the advantage of your uneaſineſs, and en- 
3 . deavoured to perſuade you our troops propoſe marching up in a hoſtile man- 
© LR ner againſt you to Muxadabad. It is amazing to me, that any one ſhould 

| dare to impoſe ſo groſsly. on your underſtanding, without trembling at the 
_—_ conſequence; ſhould his arcs be diſcovered.” And ir alſo ſurprizes fn, that 
„ vou ſhduld hearken to ſuch idle ſtories. Lou, as a ſoldier, muſt know, that 
n while I have etiemies yet in your dominions, it would bengery impolitic in 

me not to purſue them. Yer, if you will deliver up my enemies, and their 

effects, to me, my ſhips and troops ſhall immediately return to Calcutta : and 
then; and not before, "ſhall I be convinced of your fincerity and reſolution in 
my - ee oath- you have taken, of regarding wy roi as your own.” 42 
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: Tus day than the farwatding of the. FF Fes Admiral: Sheen dle fol 
| ring nentke en PR dated the 20d of dared, 17 . t e 
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ame Tur une rungen Ton N 043 U. 
nan ttt init; 
ec W HAT I have a * fer my 3 to, I will ami n Maintain, 
pens," nor in any reſpett deviate therefrom. All Mr. Watts's demands, and 
$3 5 e he has repreſented to me, I have complied with, and what remains 
= ſhall be given up by the 15th of this moon. This Mr. Watts muſt have writ- 
ten to you, with all the particulars ; but, notwithſtanding all this, it appears 
. to me, from many inftances, that you ſeek to obliterate your agreement with 
_ 6 me. The country within the territories of Houghley, Ingeley, Burdwan, and 
ay Nuddea, has been ravaged by your troops, For what cauſe is this? Add 
to this, that Govendram Metre wrote to Nundcomar, by the ſon of Bamden 
Goſe, requiring him to deliver Colligant, as belonging to the diſtricts of 
Calcutta, into his the ſaid Metre's poſſeſſion. What is the meaning of this? 
I am ſure this has been done without your knowledge. In confidence of your - 
engagement, I made peace; with the view of procuring the welfare of the 


| country, 


— 
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1 prevent the ruinous;cenſequ 

men r 
2 Tous endeavours. ſhould. be, daily. Py 83 n the 
friendſhip which has taken; root berwixt us, and to that end, put a ſtop to the 
influence of this miſchief · maker, and di nice the aforeſaid Metre, in 
ſuch a manner, that he may not dare 0 Gay. theſe things, nor N wp 
ſuch falſe proceedings for the future. By the will of God, the agreement 
mall never be infringed upon my part. I have ſpoken to Mr. Watts fully.on 
this ſubje&; the particulars of which you will have in his letter.. 
© Ns. 1 have. juſt learned that the French are bringing a large force from 
the Decean, to make war againſt you ; for this reaſon I write to. you, that if 
you ſtand in need of any forces of the government for your ſupport, you. will 
immediately acquaint me, and they hols be * to 9 von whenever you 


foal ren me for them.” EL | 
"X66 ap fre We an e We 
wy; ts cbm, reps & 
| e . ot 6: "4 
. - 5 4 * 19 3 13 #4 £ g 
7 F ' * i | -_ - £2 . . 
A 31$* "hes $4 1 5 ; 8 $I SIE - Mx... 2 * | > A 
F . 5 ' 1 
. y T3 53 15 TO a 
| The Admiral to | the Natob. $2 £29 
* [ | e - — #3 g - , | : 2 — 2 N 
113 1 55-357" 


| Dated Calcutta, 3 4 of 7 pril 1757. þ 2 


« PH H E Aer you did me the honour to write the 22d of laſt month, did 
not come to my hands till this day. As the ſubje& of it required an 
anſwer as ſoon as poſſible, I make no doubt but you have been ſurpriſed, at not 
having found any thing in my three laſt letters relating thereto. But this in- 
forms you of the true reaſon, and I hope will ſatisfy you of my readineſs always : 
to acknowledge the receipt of your favours. The aſſurances you continue to give 
me, of firmly maintaining the agreement between us, makes me hope you will 
liſten to all the juſt demands in my laſt letters; as the delivering up my ene- 
mies into my hands, with all their effects, and complying with all the articles 
of the treaty: the latter part, you promiſe me, ſhall be done the 1 5th of this 
moon, which will be to-morrow, when I hope Mr. Watts will be able to 
write, and aſſure me you have fulfilled your promiſe. You tell me, that not- 
withſtanding the order you have given for every thing being complied with, 


and fixing the day for its being done, yet it appeary to. you, from many. in- 
N ſtances, - 


5 


> 4 


es which, wh befall * 


. 
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made, are founded on falſe repreſentations, fate u by NMI chAud, no 
wc Hine fror ry in che reveel ofthe Ural vο tx yon A Have 
Veen pmARged S de Eßglim. e ban pH ee? Wan ce Enrich 
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the darch weh 'thth march From BaikebWhrto Chandermagore, 
along the ſRöfe; Aid nice tn coueſt ef the French, lex umd men d 
ene after forte fogirio6s's Bete Way, ee bben ordered buck 
ning ſince, ant are returned. 5 (5940) 7 

t Oy kin upon r Bit ehecden, 1 ee Why then 
vin yöu Ttkrken to thofe who ſerk every [oppottanity do deeeive 5, and 
mike you believe ſdch thingy, as fte in cher Hätüfe impemblie? Hor how 


could che tertitttĩies uf Hbughly, Ingely, Burd wan, and Nuddea, e ravaged 


by our troops, when the troops have been no fartſief chan I have fred yeuP 
I am afraid the perſon who dares attempt the impoſing. on you ſo grols a 
falſhood as this, has reaſon to think you may eaſily be perfuaded intb a belief 
of any thing, that would ſerve as a pretence for your diipleaſure againſt the 
Engliſh ; otherwiſe, I think, no one would preſume to fill your ears with ſuch 
falſe and idle ſtories, What you tell me relating to Govendzam Metre, you 
do me great Juſtice i in believing, he has acted in the manner he did, without 
my knowledge. Tou may de affbred I will take pains to enquire. into every 


eircurnſtance of that matter, and will fee Thar ſtrict Juſtice wum! to $ bog and 


give Metre a ſevere rebuke for his late betiaviour. 

© «© Nxz» I give you any farther uffurances of my Hmgcncable reſolution 
ſtrictiy to tegard our treaty, and every moment to improve the friendſhip 
growing vp between us? I hope not; 1 *would wihingly believe, you now 
know me ſufficiently to place à confidende in whar Tay, without having any 
doubts of being deceived Whith you may depend upon you never Thall by 
me: deceit is deteſtable in he heart begeht end mach 700 00 a A 
practice for the true ſoldtter do ftoop t. 17815 W 1 

 « 'Gtvs me leave to render you 4hy! hats" far: your: jinolliyeites 55 
terning the French from the Deecan, and your readineſs in offering me 
affiſtance, if I ſhould have octaſion. Should the French leave the Deecan, 
und ".come into this country with fuch a number as to make the junction 
| * our. forces heceſſary, I then will do . the Honour. to "write: to you 


On 


— 


„ dee, $44 Bi 416% ou Ak 
o that baſingls. +. Is..ha mean tien ic 29w, 4 wiſh to. preſems, 
pee in jour gountry., deliver u- mR eie into my; hands, and by thats © __ 
means they will be leſt able d appeaſe we, if, ſuch a: fange hovls Aff. 
This with convince MN af the ſingerit of Yu offer. It 18, now. ig Jun | _— 
b i ſarile; everlaſting: peace. in your cOunkrN.s. ang: if, u ſuffer, the, 1 'F 4 
appereupity-t9 Lips; it man naver offer again} Yau, ſſe that Cod, by who \ 
power all humaa everis dre determined, has. given me. the victarꝝ over. nay 
enemies, He ſecth the, juſtneſs, of gay, cauſes! and therefore fighterh for we. 
Haſitate then ad, longer about the things L have, written, to you, hut opgnly; | 1 
full dhe coach vou, made before, God: and your prophet, of making. my 1 
enemies your Ohm 1 and let us eycrapry; became one people... Then we 3 
| hall Fer atopy tranquillity will feuriſh.; for our enemies, being nee „„ A 
mented in unity, will not venture to ring war into the country. - 2 0 
Amr en what 1 have written and be: aſſured, nothing is fo much 
my deſire, as to ſee peace and concord perfectly ſettled throughout the-whole 


kingdom and, to give you the ſtrongoſt proofs.of my lincezity, I have ordered 
the King's . down to Calcutta, as I heard fuch A ON W be ber 0 


ee e. can I more?” 
Tan Nabob ent the following . : 


Up- ; ne 


e Ne to the e dated 24 1 Arc, 1767. — 5 
1 o R letters, at ſeveral N 1 bave e vick the news of your 
health, which has given. me great pleaſure, The purport of them I 
| have duly underſtood; and for your ſatisfactign, and, in obſeryance of the 
_ agreement between us, to look upon each others enemies as qur ow, I have | ; 8 
expelled, Mr; Law, with all his adherents, from my country, agd haye given 15 
ſtri& orders to all my Naibs and Fqugedars, not ta permit them to remain 
in any part of my dominions. I am ready, upon all occaſions, to grant you 
my aſſiſtance. If the French ever enter the province with a,great . 
force, with a deſign of making yar upon Ps, Gand and his prophets are be 55 
rween us, that whenever you write tg me, L will he your ally, and join yq1 5 
with all. my force. Reſt ſatisfied. in this point, and be aſſured, of my ref 7; 


ang remain. inviolably by the promiſes which J have made in my . 5 1 
N 2 2 
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and in the treaty concluded betwirt us. With regard to the French * 
tories and merchandize, I muſt acquaint your Excellency, that I have been 
informed, the French Company are indebted to the natives, and have ſeveral 
lacks belonging to my ſubjedts in their hands; ſhould I comply with your 
demands in delivering up the effects, how can I anſwer it to the creditors: 
of the French. Your Excellency is my well-wiſher and my friend weigh 
all this affair, and return me your anſwer, that I may act accordingly. 1 
4 « T rave written before, and now repeat, that if che Engliſn Company want 
eſtabliſh their trade, do not write me what is not conformable to our 
agreement, by the inſtigation of ſelf-intereſted and deſigning men, who want 
to break the peace between us. If you are not diſpoſed to come to a rup- 
ture with me, you have my. agreement under we nd and Wein 1 0 ben 
write, look upon that, and write aceordingly. 


« Ms. Watts will inform you oy” of all particulars: What mal 1 write 
more ? 


= IF Lace deſire to maintain the peace, write nothing contrary to: the rreaty.” 


This letter, and daily: inſtances of the Nabob's herds and hoſtile. i inten- 
tions, engaged the Admiral to addreſs the Nabob more n in a letter dated 
2 19, 1757. PLE 


AM honoured with your letter of the 14th of this month, acquainting 
me with your having received, at ſeveral times, the letters I lately wrote 
Your forbearance, and not writing to me, hath not the roms of of 
1 friendſhip, you would perſuade me you have for my countrymen ;' 
with regard to myſelf, I muſt take the liberty to ſay, I was more 2 
intitled to a ſpeedy anſwer to my letters, from my high rank and ſtation; and 
1 cannot help looking upon your neglect in this reſpect, but as # flight of- 
fered to the King, my maſter, who ſent me into India to protect his guts, 
and demand Juſtice whereſoever they were oppreſſed, l 
„ | ons8RVE in your letter the following particulars, viz. © that for my ſa- 
ti action, and according to our mutual agreement to look upon each other's 
Les 5 our own, you have expelled Manſieur Law, and his adherents, 
from your domitiions, and given ſtrict orders, &c.“ My brother, Mr. Watts, 
Who is entruſted with all the Company's concerns, always writes me the par- 
' ticulars of your intended favours na us; but I have never found that 


518 
what 
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b writes. is put in execution, neither do I find that hy you wrote. 
me in your letter, dated the aad of March, is yet complied with. You. 
therein aſſured me: that you would, fulfil all the articles you had agreed. to, 
by the x gth of that moon. Have you ever yet complied with them all? No. 


How then can I place any confidence in what you write, when your actions 


are not correſpondent with your promiſes? Or how can I reconcile your tell- 
ing me in ſo ſacred a manner, you will be my ally, and aſſiſt me with your 
forces againſt the French, when you have given a Perwannah to Mr. Law, 
and his people, to go towards Patna, in order to eſcape me, and tell me it is. 


for my ſatisfaction, and in obſervance of the mutual agreement, you have 


taken this meaſure? Is this an act of friendſhip ? Or is it in this manner I 
am to underſtand you will aſſiſt me? Or am I. to draw a concluſion from what 


you write, or from what you do? You are too wiſe not to know, when a man 


tells you one thing, and does the direct contrary, which you ought to believe. 
Why then do you endeavour to perſuade me you will be my friend, when at 
the ſame time you give my enemies your protection, furniſh them with am- 


munition, and ſuffer them to go out of your dominions with three pieces of 


cannon? Their effects I eſteem a trifling circumſtance, and as far as they 
will contribute to do juſtice to your people, who are creditors to the French 
Company, I have no objection to your ſeizing them for their uſe; for money 
is what I deſpiſe, and ISIS riches to ION is what I did not come 
here fObd 7 wins 

„ Bur I have already. told; $85 1 now genen it again, that while a 
: Frenchman remains in this kingdom; I will never ceaſe purſuing him; but 

if they will deliver themſelves up, they ſhall find me merciful: and I am con- 

fident thoſe who have already fallen into my. hands, will do me the juſtice 
to ſay, they have been treated with a much ener rl than is uſual 
by the general cuſtom, of war. 

8, I you will reflect upon the oath you bare taken, you cannot but join 
with me in what follows :—As ſoon as Coſſimbuzar i is properly garriſoned, to 
which place our troops will ſpeedily begin their march, I defire you will 
grant a duſtuck for the paſſage, of two. thouſand of our ſoldiers by land to. 
Patna. You, may be aſſured they will do no violence, nor commit the leaſt 
injury to the natives; the only deſign of ſending them is to ſeize the French, 
and reſtore tranquillity and perfect peace in your kingdom, which can never 


be truly eſtabliſned in theſe dominions, while a war continues between us 
| | and 


* 4 1 
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and them. H you ate 8 of any injury” ariſing to you fubjudts 
from the march of our troops to Pitha, ſend ſome of your troſty hircans 20- 
90 with them, with orderb 65/2bquiline! 5e, Nom kiste te Ahe, Wich their 
tranſactions; anck Uare after you Wa ee mungen pe to-whar 
Fnow write you. © e OF neee x. 

Ius rEAD of ending Mr. Watts ub der duet 0 dba; you nor deliver 
up all that belonged to the Company #I'wilt not write you what is not on- 
formable to our agreement, and whictt you ſuppoſe was by the inſtigation 
of ſelf. intereſted and deſigning men: 1 mut take the 1iberty to y, P never 
yet have written a ſyllable contrary to our agreement, and- the oath and pro- 
miſe 1 have made; and be aſſured it is not in the power of any artful or de 
ſigning men to make me write- any thing inconſiſtent with my honour) 'F 
alk nothing more than your folfiling' the avticles of your agreement; and 
abiding by the oath you have taken; this have ſtrongly urged yeu ta do, 
becauſe you have been very flow in the execution, and this furely I Rave a 


right to demand, fo long as you neglect to perform it. If it is difagreeable 
to you to hear theſe things, put it out of my power ever to afle again by 
your immediate compliance: and as you have” deſired me, when I write; e 
look upon our agreement, and take-that for my guide, let me requeſt you 
to compare my letters with my agreements, and with what you have pro- 
miſed; and when you find me differ from that, or aſfe any thing contrary” to 
it, then tax me therewith ; point out to me expreſsly, wherein I have de- 
viated from this rule, and yo mall find mo ready to confeſs it as an error; but 
till chen you muſt excuſe me from infiſting on your having charged m6 
wrongfully, and which, upon an examination of my letters, I males no doube 
will appear to you too oh to\be_contradifted; 25 
Lr me again repeat to you, I have no other views than er poder 
The gathering together of riches is what I deſpiſe; and 1 call on God, whd 
ſees and knows the ſpring of all our actions, and to- whom you and I muſt 
one day anſwer, to witneſs to the truth of what I now write; therefore, if 
you would have me believe that you wiſh peace as much as J do, no longer 
let it be the ſubject of our correſpondence” for me to' aſk for the fulfilment 
of the treaty, and you to promiſe and not perform it; but immediately ful- 
fil all your engagements : thus let peace flouriſh, and ſpread throughout all 
your country, and make your people nappy in the de nN of their 


6 | trade, 
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os this hint ths — tech) on the part of the Admiral; 
che date Thergof, to the month of June, the Nabob continued 


opportutiity of extirpating us. Foſfile preparations were now made on 
each fide ; and on the 1 13th of June, things drew nęar to a criſis, whey the 
Nabob tent the followitg and bislaft letter to the Advairal. OE LEY * 
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i N | 1 1 * and the cement made between us, 
"ch 4; 8 | 1 ing to MI. atts, except a very ſmall 
5 eg Monichchund's affair: notwithſtanding all 

is, M | Watts, an a te ;the council of the factory at Colfimbuzar, 
upder Ne 7 5 to dale the air in their gardens, fled away in the 
night. This ig. an evident mark of. deceit, and of an intention to break the 
tryaty ;. 1 am Honvinced i ic could . not have happened without your know- 
ledge, nor without your advice.” I all along expected ſomething of this 
Kind, and for that reason! old. not recall my forces from Fg expett- 


ing ſame treach 


„„ L PRASSE God that the breath of he treaty ; not been on my part: 


God and his prophet have. be been witneſſes to the contract made between us, 
| and whoever f firſt, deviates. from it, will 8 2 themſelves the pawl; 
ment. due to, their 10955 Fee | | i 
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Tus letters ar are taken Fm a publication on India affairs by Mr. Ives, 


| who was with iral Watſon at the time; to whom the reader is alſo 


indebted for he following information, extracted from 1 Þ. mpg an's 
tines, „ 
| rt 24 1 #;3 510 e 
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Of the 3 for depofing Surajab Nele en bati of Plaſſy, ad 


8 


the advancement Li Meer Tafeer to the gevernment of Bengal. N 


; WURA J AH DOWLA, after = raking Cotes. had behaved with fuch | 
| inſolence and cruelty towards his own ſubjects, that ſeveral conſiderable 
perſons of his court entered into a confederacy to depoſe him. He had diſ- 
played the ſeverity of his temper in ſo many inſtances, as to ſtrike an uni- 
9 verſal terror; and from the fickleneſs of his "difpofitiory* none near him, and 
in his power, could think himſelf fafe.. Meer Jaffier Ali Khan, a man of © 
great power and influence (and, who had. married the ſiſter of Surajah's pre- 
deceſſor and grandfather, Aliverde Caun) condudted the Jeſign « of depriving 
| the Nabob of that power he ſo greatly abuſed ;. he vas ſeconded In it by 
. Roydullub, general of horſe, and by Jugget-ſcet, baker to the Nabob, and 
eſteemed the richeſt merchant in all India. Theſe three leading f men ſoon 
communicated their deſigns to Mr. Watts, the Engliſh reſident at the Dur- 
bar, or Nabob's court, and he to Colonel Clive and the ſecret Committee at 
Calcutta. The chiefs. there did not heſitate long about coming into the 
ſcheme. Great. dexterity, as well as ſecrecy, being neceſſary in extcuting \ 
the plan for a revolution, the whole management thereof was left to Colo- 
nel Clive and to Mr. Watts. To avoid ſuſpicion, it. Was 'neceffary that Mr. 
5 Watts ſhould not be obſerved to have frequent intercourſe with Jaffier ; he 
. therefore entruſted one Omichund, a Gentoo merchant, with the ſecret, ki 
| through him carried on his correſpondence with Meer Jaffier, | Omichund 
was a man of deep cunning and inſatiable avarice; "and after the plot was 
a ſo far advanced, that a treaty was juſt on ſigning with Meer Jaffier, Omi- 
| chund demanded a quarter part of all the Nabob's treaſure, which was ſup- 
4 \ poſed to amount to 64 crore, or 80 millions Rerling. | His final terms were 
| 30 lack of rupees for himſelf, by a ſpecial article in the t treaty ; ; and he made' 
no ſcruple to aſſure Mr. Watts, that if his demand was not complied with, 
he would inſtantly inform the Nabob of our ſchemes, when every Engliſh- 
: man within his reach would certainly. be put to the ſevereſt death. In this 


dilemma, Mr. Watts applied to Meer Jaffier, who was determined not to 
| | accede 


% 
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| N „ if any means of obviating them oould be deviſed. 5 


Mr. Watts then wrote to the ſelect Committee, who ſeeing the'fate of all 
depended upon teroporizing' with Omichund, and being at the ſame time 
unwilling-to ſubmit; eo hir terms, contrived that two treaties ſhould be ſent 
up to Meer Jaffier, who was to be let into the ſecret. One treaty, the real 
one, to be abided by ; the other fiftitious, but with no other difference than 
that it contained (the 30 lack ſor Omichund. The real treaty was executed 
privately with Meer Jaffier; the fictitious treaty was executed alſo by him 
| In the preſence of Omichund, who was thereupon perfectly ſatisfied. It may 
be neceſſary here alſo to obſerve, that this fictitious treaty was ſigned by 
Colonel Clive and all the ſelect Committee ; Admiral Watſon did not chuſe 
to ſign it, becauſe he had ſigned the real treaty. A ſtrict principle of de- 
licacy, which with him was ſuperior to any point of policy, operated too 
ſtrongly on his mind to permit him to join even in a deception of this na- 
ture: however, while he manifeſted no diſpleaſure againſt the actors, all 
claſſes of people, from their knowledge of Omichund's avarice an trea- 

_ chery,- applauded the artifice by which he was outwitted., —{ _ 
On the t ath of June advice was received from Meer Jaffier and the other 
confederates, that all was in readineſs with them: the die was caſt, and on 
the 13th of June the whole army marched forwards ;* and the Colonel wrote 
to the Soubah, the very day of his march, to the following purport : That 
from his great reputation for juſtice, and faithful obſervance of his word, he 
had been induced to make peace with him, and to paſs over the loſs of many 
crores of rupees, ſuſtained by the Engliſn in the capture of Calcutta ; and 
to reſt content with whatever he in his juſtice and generoſity ſhould reſtore 
to them: that his Excellency had not thought fit to ſet any value on the 
friendſhip of the Engliſh, but had in every thing diſcouraged as much as 
poſſible the Company's buſineſs, by turning their Vacqueel diſgracefully from 
his preſence, and refuſing free paſſage to the 'Englith through his country, 
intercepting their trade, and ſearching their factory at Coſſimbuzar, for am- 
mutieion and warlike ſtores, on pretence of their intending an attempt on 
his life, in the time of profound peace; threatefing them with war if they 
did not ſubmit to the ſearch. That theſe were but trifles, however, com- 
pered to his open and avowed protection of the King's enemies, of which 
his letters to Monſ. Buſſy, wrote dut a few days after his entering into 
a e _ with us, inviting ' him to his country, was -a flagrant 
O proof: 
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proof: that his protection, and en of ten thouſand rupees per N to 


Monſ. Law, and many other circumſtances, were not only {6 many devia- 


tions from the treaty, but evidently ſhewed his Excellency's intention to fall 


upon the Engliſh, as ſoon as the abſence of their troops and fleet might 
expoſe them to it: that the main article of the treaty was infringed, in his 


proffering only a fifth part of the ſum paid into the treaſury for the plunder 


of Calcutta, and yet demanding a diſcharge for the whole. The Colonel 


complained bitterly of ſo many inſults put upon him, and reminded; the 


Soubahdar how different his own conduct was, when pe. me to afſiſt : 


him againſt the Pytans. 
He ſolemnly declared, that his intentions were, to hare Sagte to the laſt 


drop of his blood; but, ſeeing his Excellency. had choſen his friends from 


among his enemies, and had in every reſpect deviated from his engagements, 
he had determined, with the approbation of all who were charged with the 


Company s affairs, to proceed immediately to Coſſimbuzar, and ſubmit their 
diſputes to the arbitration of Meer Jaffier, Roydullub, Jugget-ſeet, and 
others of his great men; that if it ſhould be found that he, the Colonel, 
had deviated from the treaty, he then ſwore to give up all farther, claims ; 
but that, if it appeared his Excellency had broken it, he ſhould demand ſa- 
tisfaction for all the loſſes ſuſtained by the Engliſh, and all the charges of 
their army and navy; and concluded with telling him, © That the rains be- 
ing near, and as it would require many days to receive an anſwer, he had 
found it neceſſary to wait upon him immediately.“ 

Oun army conſiſted of ſeyen hundred and fifty mi 0 including one e hun- 


dred topaſſes,) about one hundred and fifty of the train (including fifty ſailors, 


with ſeven midſhipmen, under the command of Lieutenant Hayter,) two thou- 
ſand one hundred ſeapoys, (in all three thouſand one hundred men) eight pieces 
of cannon, ſix pounders, and one haubitzer. The Europeans and artillery were 
embarked in boats, and the ſeapoys marched on to the northward through 
Houghley. The Bridgewater alſo failed up the river as far as Houghley, to 


keep that place in awe, and to preſerve a communication between the Colonel 
and the ſquadron. The Admiral's arſt Lieutenant, Mr. John Clerke, with a 


detachment of one hundred and fifty ſeamen, garriſoned Chandernagore, and 


the ſhips effectually ſecured Calcutta from any kind of inſult, while a few rep. 


were appointed i to guard the F rench priſoners. 
1 previous meaſures being taken, the army marched 3 Myxa- 


4 | dabad. 
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ae On the 14th if June,” Mr. Watts and other gentlemen, af thirty 


© foldiers who had made their. eſcape from Coſſimbuzar, arrived at the army ; 
and on the 18th Major Coote (ately. promoted from the rank of aptain) 
was ſent forward with a detachment of two hundred Europeans, five hun- 
dred ſeapoys, one field- piece, and A baubitzer, to reduce Cutwah, a fort be- 
longing to the Nabob, ſituated on the bank of Coſſimbuzar river, about 
half a mile in eircumference. As he was reconnoitring the place, one of the 
ſoldiers of the party ſuddenly grew delirious; and while in the agonies of 


death made ſo great a noiſe, as to diſcover to the enemy where they were; on 


vrhich they began a briſk firing, and obliged the Major, for the preſent, to 
alter his poſition ; but he preſently afterwards made a lodgement on a large 
baſtion, and the next day, after ſome oppoſition, the enemy abandoned the 
fort, and left fourteen pieces of cannon of different calibres, and a large 
2 of grain and ammunition. x 

Warn the army was within two days march of Muxadabad, Colonel Clive 
reteived ſome diſagreeable advices from Meer Jaffier, which he immediately 
laid before a council of war, ſummoned upon the occaſion, the majority of 
whoſe members were of the Colonel's opinion, that he ought not to advance 


any farther : he therefore halted where he was, and ſent an expreſs. to Cal- 


cutta, deſiring freſn orders. However, the ſame evening Colonel Clive re- 
ceived a ſecond meſſage from Meer Jaffier, aſſuring him of his due perform- 
ance of the articles mentioned in the treaty, but informing him that he was 


ſo ſurrounded with ſpies, as to be obliged to a& with the greateſt caution. 


This intelligence ſoon determined the Colonel to puſh on; and that very 
night, without waiting for any inſtructions from Calcutta, he gave orders 
for the army to hold themſelves in readineſs to march the next morning ; 
when, leaving a ſubaltern officer with all the fick at Cutwah, he broke up 
his camp, and marched towards the enemy, through water almoſt to the ſol- 
diers middles, the rainy ſeaſon being now ſet in. At ſix o'clock-in the 
morning the army croſſed a river, and marched about two miles farther, to 
a grove, where they halted till evening; about four the next morning, the 
whole army reached Plaſſey-grove, after a very fatiguing march, and through 
a whole night's rain. Advice having been brought to the Colonel, on his 
arrival at the grove, that the Nabob's vanguard, conſiſting of ſix thouſand 
men, was within three miles of our army, he ordered an advance guard of 
two hundred Europeans, and three hundred ſeapoys, with two pieces of can- 
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non, to poſt themſelves at Plaſſey-houſe ;. and ſeveral gvards. Ph anden at 
proper diſtances from each other, round the grove. 8 
Ar e of the ad, the Nabob's army was r! matching out 
of theifines towards the grove, which we were in poſſeſſion of: their inten- 
tion ſeemed to be to ſurround us. The Colonel hereupon formed his army; 
the Europeans he filed off in four diviſions ; the firſt he put under the com- 
mand of Major Kilpatrick; the ſecond under Major Grant; the third under 
Major Coote ; and. the fourth under. Captain Gaupp: the ſeapoys were formed 
on the tight and left. Plaſſey-grove is. ſurrounded by a bank; our army's 
left flank was covered ba. Plaſſey-houſe, and the river and the . flank, by 
the grove. 

Trax enemy's army kept ch amd ours. in. a columns, ſup⸗ 
ported by a large train of artillery, conſiſting of fifty - three pieces of can - 
non, chiefly of eighteen, twenty-four, and thirty-two pounders. Their ma- 
nceuyres, upon this occaſion, differed materially from thoſe they. had been 
accuſtomed. to; for, inſtead of poſting their artillery all together, as was their 
uſual practice, they diſpoſed them between the diviſions of their troops, and 
had not above two or three pieces of cannon on a ſpot ; fo that an attack 
upon any. one part of their artillery could not have been deciſive. In this 
order they continued marching as far as the river would permit; but as ſoon 
as their rear was out of the camp, failing in their plan to ſurround us, they 
halted; and a body of about fifty French, advancing in front of a large de- 
tachment of their army, commanded by Meer Modun, one of their princi- 
pal generals, with four pieces of cannon, lodged themſelves within the banks. 
of a tank (or pond of water) diſtant from us about ſix e yards, and 
began a briſk cannonade. 2 

Ovx little army was at firſt drawn up without the bank which ſurrounded 
the grove, but ſoon found ſuch a ſhower of balls pouring upon them from 
the enemy's cannon, that the Colonel thought proper they ſhould retire un- 
der cover of the bank, leaving two field- pieces without, while the other 
four were kept playing through the breaches, in the bank. Our left wing 
was ſtill covered by Plaſſey-houſe, which Was about fifty yards diſtant, and 
cloſe to the river- ſide. : 

- In this ſituation both armies remained cl about twelve o'clock, when a. 
heavy ſhower of rain falling, the enemy's horſe advanced, as if to take ad- 
N of it; but when they found Al our field-pieces continued firing, 

notwithſtanding | 
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a6hwidiftundias the tdin; their Ardeur was checked. The raiti'ceafine;: 
oannonading continued till about three in the afternoon, when tley retireti 
without confuſion to their old camp, their artillery marching firſt. And now 
a large corps on the left of our troops was ſeen moving, in ſuch a manne - 
as to make it doubtful Whether their aim was to poſſeſs themſelves of the 
village to the left, agalntk us, or whether they were friends, and wanted te to 
Join our army, but they proved aſrerwards to be friends under Meer Jaffier's 
command however, as no ſignal had been agreed on (owing to the miſcar- 
riage of a meſſenger, which he had diſpatched to the Colonel in the morning} 
: they were kept at a diftance by our field-pieces. After this retreat of 
the enemy, Colonel Clive, leaving orders with Major Kilpatrick to ſend him 
notice if the Nabob ſhould: make any new motions, went into Plaſſey-houſe 
to put on dry cloaths, and- conſider whether, notwithſtanding the fatigue l 
which his troops had . ode; he ſhould mg the bay ads camp, | 
or defer it till high. | 
DvxrinG this interval, on was brought to the Colonet, that a de- 
tachment of our army, with ſome field- pieces, was marching towards the be- 
fore- mentioned tank and eminence, at about the diſtance of ſix bukdid yards, 
which had been poſſeſſed by the French, but who abandoned it when the army. | 
of Surajah Dowla retired to their camp. Colonel Clive expreſſed his ſurprize _ 
that fuch a ſtep ſhould have.been taken without his orders, and immediately 
haſtened after the detachment, which he reached nearly at the ſame time it 
arrived at the tank. He now found that this detachment was commanded by 
Major Kilpatrick; whom he at firſt ordered under arreſt, but way pacified by 
| the Major's making him an apology. 
Tux Colonel then ordered Major Kilpatrick back to os grove, and took | 
the command of the detachment himſelf, reſolving, ſince fuch a ſtep had been "i 
taken, not to make any retreat, but rather to bring on a ſecond action, and Za 
make it deciſive. He therefore ordered a reinforcement from the main body 
in the grove; upon which Major Coote, with his detachment, joined the 
Colonel. The Colonel then ſent the King's grenadiers, and a grenadier com- 
pany of ſeapoys, to lodge themſelves behind a bank that was cloſe upon the 
enemy's lines; from whence they kept à continual fire with their ſmall arms, j 
as did the detachment at the tank, with four pieces of cannon. © 
Ix the mean time the enemy's infantry and cavalry: puſhed out towards our 2 
/ KG little bodies of troops, and endeavoured to bring their heavy artillery 
moor” fs b 10 
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49 bear;.but; they met 'with, ſo warm a p tj and/loft'ſo many dnughit- 
1. and / drivers, that they failed in their attempt. When the inſantry and 
cavalry had faced our troops, for ſome timę, and ftogd a very ſmart cannonad- 
ing, in which they loſt a great number of men and horſes, it was obſerved 
they were in ſome, confuſion, and that their., elephants, grew very unruly. 
The Colonel. took immediate advantage of this critical moment, and. ſent or- 
ders to Major Coote to attack a large body of horſe and foot upon ariſing 
ground, at about the diſtance. of 150 yards, and ordered another officer at the 
ſame time to ſtorm the angle of the camp. Both theſe attempts ſucceeded ; 
the enemy made but a faint reſiſtance; Major Coote marched into their lines, 
and a general route enſued.” P The aſſailants purſued. till it was dark, and then 
halted at Doudpore, a place about ſix miles diſtance from the field of battle, 
where they were joined by the reſt of the army from Plaſſey-grove, under Major 
Kil patrick, who, at the commencement of the route, received orders from 
the Colonel to march. The Nabob's army was computed to conſiſt of twenty 
thouſand horſe, and forty thouſand foot. Our loſs; was very inconſiderable ; 
but he had about five hundred men killed, among. whom, was Meer Modun, 
whoſe. death was the occaſion of the confuſion juſt mentioned. Their fifty- 
three pieces of cannon, of eighteen, twenty-four, and ee Popncers, 
fell into our hands, with their camp, baggage, and elephants, „„ 
© Wears our army was purſuing, a large body of horſe was obſerved on our 
right; J after firing a few ſhot. at them, a meſſenger arrived with a letter from 
Meer Jaffier to the Colonel, acquainting him, that the corps was under his 
command, and requeſting an interview that night or the next morning. Ac- 
cordingly the next day he had an interview with the Colonel; when, after 
congratulating him, on his victory, he declared himſelf ready to perform the 
articles between them. The Colonel ſaluted him as Soubah of Bengal, Ba- 
har, and Oriſſa, and adviſed him to advance immediately to Muxadabad, 
after Surajah Dowla, promiſing that he would follow to ſupport him with his 
whole force, 1. 25 Dowla reached his Wueen which Was 7 miles 
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his fears, he diſguiſed himſelf in the habit of a Fi aquier, and, with one or two 
attendants, attempted to make his eſcape. Meer Jaffier immediately entered 
the palace, where all was anarchy and confuſion ; ; but preſently Meſſrs. Watts 
and Walſh arrived from the e to 991 the e, and aſſure 
them 
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them of protection: and on the ah th of June, >Galadiel Elivk a his public 
entry into Muxadabad. Meer Jaffier v iſited the Oolenal the nt day; and 
the 29th Colonel Clive went to the palace, and! in the preſence ofthe Rsjahs 
and grandees of the Court, he ſolemnlyc handed him to the Muſnud, or carpet, 
and throne of ſtate, where he was unanimouſly ſaluted Soubah, or Nabob, 
and received the fubmiſſion of all preſent. The remaining part of the month 
was ſpent in ſertling many important matters conſequent to ſuch PUBS 
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Ox the 26th of july the 1 Nabob ſent preſe ents, after the cut 1 
country, and of the Eaſt in general, to the Admiral, conſiſting of : an 8 | 
two fine horſes, a rich Mooriſh dreſs of gold, with turbans and ſaſhes; and a 
roſe and plume compoſed of diamonds, rubies, ſapphires, and emeralds, Admi- 
ral Pocock was alſo complimented, with a. preſent'of the ſame kind. Admiral 
_ Watſon, received the Ambaſſadors, on this ogcaſion, with marks of great 
reſpect; he made preſents of fine cloth and velvet to each in return; dreſſed 
his ſhips, diſplaying as many flags, of different nations, as could be diſpoſed 
of on the yards, maſts, and rigging of the ſhips, ſalut em with his can- 
non, and wrote che following 8 congratulatory letter tai c Nabob 1 
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Atniral Ghartes. . ls, Commander of the fleet 7 to, the 2 puiſſens 
King of Great - Britain, irręſiſiblis in battle, to the Nabob Shujab Al Muluk 
Haſſam ee Meer Mabomed . Faffier | Ali Khan Babadar Nababut 


. 


= 


= Mues LATEIBR BEG, WES you hen cy me the Ar et to Aue 
to me, has delivered me your letter, and other marks of friendſhip, 
ik which you have been pleaſed to favour me. He has alſo ſatisfied my 
deſire, in giving me an ample account of your health and proſperity. But 
what pleaſes me beyond expreſſion, is, to hear that all men rejoice in them; 
- and, while they acknowledge you are worthy; of them, pray for their continu- 
ance. This is a ſatisfaction your predeceſſor never knew; and which, while 
it gives the moſt ſublime pleaſure to a mind generous like ene, n 
Narpneß to yourſelf, and a quiet ſucceſſion to your ſon. 
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«How much I and all un countrymen wiſh it, ean only be knomn by the 
benefits you have! confotved on us; the extent of which can alone be mea- 


464 


che-furter eee. and bur honour!” | 
dA TO 32 din Vi 
Ber iSd if thi ra Tee B Ein i b up bab the be 


of public enquiry, the information given by Lord Clive, of what ' paſſed 
from the time "of his going with Admiral Watſon to Tetike Calcutta, to 


che placing Meer Jaffier 11 in i the 3 is as follows : ; 
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vn for a revolution, Ge. n e the e Ching "Elſe" of 
Commons i in 1772. DO | | 1 
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HE Right Re REY Lord Clive, being defived to relate ia he knew 

of the tranſaction of the above period, ſaid, That when he returned to 
England in 1755, the firſt time, the Court of Directors ſolicited him to go 
out again. They obtained for him his Majeſty's commiſſion of Lieutenant 
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Colonel, and appointed him Deputy Governor of Fort St. David, and to 


ſucceed to che government of Madraſs. But before he went to his government, 
they wiſhed him to undertake an expedition of great importance, provided 
Colonel Scott (who had been ſtrongly recommended by the Duke of Cumber- 
band) did not chruſe to undertake the expedition himſelf Ahe intent bf the 
expedition was, to join the Mharattas at Bombay, and, in conjunction with 


out three companies of che King's attillery, and thiee or four hundred of the 
King's troops. That uchen he- arrived at Bombay, in che beginning of the 
year 1756, there was à truce between che two tations,” and Colonel Seott was 
dead.— Ie found there Admiral Warſon and Sir George Poceck, with his 
ſquadron. At was thbught"adviſcable that- theſe troops {Hould not 
and that there was a fair opportunity of taking 'Ghereah, a ſtrong fort poſ- 


ſeſſed by an Eaſtern Prince (Angria) and who, upon all occaſions, very much 
2 diſtreſſed 


futed by dur gentrofity;; and our gratirade. t e | 


them, to attack the French in the Soubah of the Decan; for which he carried 


He idle, | 


149 


YL . 


diſtreſſed he e That he commanded re on: chat expo: 


7 AND run Ex „ : n9p 


dition, and Mr. Watſam commanded by fea... The enterprize ſuccended, and the 
prize-money amounted to an hundred and fiſry thouſand pounds. That although 


he commanded the land forces, by virmue of his rank ha ſhared only an a Cap 
of a man of war. Admiral Watſon thought his caſe ſo hard, that he very gene · | 
roully offered to make his ſhare equal to Sir George Pocack's,, He thought him- 
ſelf as much obliged to him for che offer, as if ke had accepted ity but he declined 

the offer. That after that, he went to his deputy government at Fort Saint 
David, about April 1756 that in Auguſt 1756 he was called/from thence 80 
Madraſs, on the news of the capture of Calcutta, It was long debated: by 
the council what force ſhould be ſent to retake-Calcutta, and who ſhould eo 

mand it. It was decided in his favour, and the with of every officer,. cha h 
- honld go upon that expedition. In the beginning of October che tigeps 
were ready, and there were. received on board. Admiral Watſon's: ſquadron, 

and other tranſports, about ſeven hundred Europeans belonging to the Com- 
pany, and twelve hundred ſeapoys: there was likewiſe a detachment of 4wo 
hundred and fifty of Abercron's regiment, to ſerve as marines. That they 
embarked about the 35th of October; and after they had been ſome. time at 
fea, a council was held on board Admiral Wazſon's hip, to ſettle che diſtri- 
bution of prize-money, and it was propoſed it ſhould be ſettled upon the 
ſame plan it was at Ghereah. That he objected to it, becauſe he thought it 

bore too hard upon the military, and would not conſent to a diviſion of prize» 
money, upon any other diviſion than of two equal parts, that one half ſhould: 
go to the military, and the other to the navy. This was agrerd to; and they 
arrived at Ballaſore-road early in December; and it was agreed that the ſqua - 
dron ſhould go up the river to Calcutta: and he looks upon that attempe to 
be as daring and meritorious. an attempt as ever was made in his Majeſty's 
ſea-ſervice, That when the ſquadron came within a few miles of Calcutta, he 


deſired Admiral Watſon would give orders for landing the Company's troops x 


accordingly they were landed ; and at the ſame time the ſhips went by water, the, 
troops went by land. The garriſon of Calcutta, upon the approach of the 


ſhips, and of the land forces, abandoned the fort, after a few ſhot fired by the, 
ſquadron, and a few returned by the fort. That when he entered the fort ax 
the head of the Company's troops, Captain Coote preſented him a-comriifhon, 
from Admiral Watſon, appointing him the Governor of the fort. That he: 
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King's ſervice Governor of the fort, and told Captain Coote, if he dibobeyed 
his orders, he would put him under arreſt. Captain Coote obeyed, and de- 
fired leave to acquaint Admiral Watſon with theſe particulars ; upon which 
Admiral Watſon ſent Captain'Speke to him, to know by what authority he 
took upon himſelf the command of that fort; he anſwered, by the authority 
of his Majeſty's commiſſion as Lieutenant Colonel, and being commander i in 
chief af the land forces. Captain Speke went on board with that meſſage: he 
returned, 'and brought for anſwer; that if he did not abandon the fort, he 
ſhould be fired out. In anſwer, he ſaid he could not anſwer for the conſe- 
quences, but that he would not abandon the fort; upon which Captain La- 
tham was ſent; and when the matter was talked over coolly, it was ſoon ſet- 
fled, for he told Captain Speke and Captain Latham repeatedly, that if Ad- 
mural Watſon would come and command himſelf, he had no manner of objec. 
tion. That Admiral Watſon did come on ſhore : he delivered the keys of 
the garriſon 1 into his hands, and he delivered them to the Governor and Coun- 
eil of Calcutta. His Lordſhip further ſaid, That he was ſent from Madraſs 
with a power independent of the Governor gy Council of Calcutta; he com- 
manded in Bengal as the King's officer and the Company's both; the King's 
troops, when on ſhore, were under him: he was commander in chief of the 
Company's forces in Bengal, by a commiſſion from the Governor and Coun- 
cil of Madraſs, on his ſetting out on that expedition. The Governor and 
Council of Madraſs looked on the government of Bengal as annihilated: they 
thought, if he had not the independent command, the Governor and Couneil 
of Bengal would retain the troops, which they thought neceſſary ſhould re- 
turn to Madraſs. He took the command as a military officer : the Governor 
and Council of Calcutta put their troops under his orders. = 

Tuar when he came to examine into the ſtate of the fort, he found it was 
not defenſible; it had no ditch; the baſtions did not deſerve the name of baf- 
tions; the fort was furrounded by houſes, within forty yards of the walls, which 
gommanded the fortifications. That he ſuggeſted to the Governor and Council 
the neceſſity of deſtroying them, and making a ditch round the fort, without 
delay. That he was convinced that a defenſive war would prove deſtructive. 
He deſired Admiral Watſon would land the King's troops, to reinforce thoſe 
of the Company. Great part of the forces that went out from Madraſs, upon 
this expedition, were not arrived. The Admiral landed the King's forces, 
emboating to tuo hundred and fifty men; and thoſe, added to the Com- 
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1 wigde Ft ſeven hundred Europeans, and REA * ſeapoys. - 
That with theſe troops they took the field ar about four miles from Calcutta, 
and encamped in a ſtrong ſituation, and-entrenched themſelves, in expectation 
of Surajah Dowla and his army, who were upon their march to Calcutta. 
Surajah Dowla in a few days arrived; paſſed within about half a mile of their 
camp; and encamped his army at the back of Calcutta, At the ſame time. 
that he was marching to this ground, he made offers of treaty, and intimated 
to him by letters, that he wiſhed to conclude a peace with the Eaſt India 
Company. He encamped, about ſix o clock in the evening at the back of 
Calcutta. By this time, the terror of his march had frightened away all the: 
natives, and his Lordſhip ſaw, if ſomething was not done, the ſquadron and 
land forces would ſoon be ſtarved out of the country. That he ſent Mr.” 
Walſh and Mr. Scrafton to the Nabob, about ſeven that evening they returned 
about eleven, and affured him, they thought the Nabob was not ſincere i in 
his intentions for peace, and that he meant treachery. - That he went imme= 
diately on board Admiral Watſon's ſhip, and repreſented to him the neceſſity 
of attacking the Nabob without delay; and deſired the afliflance of four or 
five hundred failors to carry the ammunition; which he aſſented to. The ſai- 
lors were landed about one o'clock in the morning: about two the troops 
were under arms, and about four they marched to the attack of the Nabeb's 
camp. It was his intentions to have ſeized his cannon, and attacked his head-- 
quarters; but when day- light appeared, there roſe ſo thick a fog, that it 
impoſſible for the army to ſee three yards before them, which continued till 
we had marched through the whole army. He cannot aſcertain the loſs the 
enemy ſuffered, but it was reported very conſiderable: our loſs amounted to 
about an hundred and fifty killed and wounded, That they continued their 
march to the fort, where the troops were allowed an hour to reſt, and ordered back 
to camp. In the evening Surajah Dowla and his army got to about eight or ten 
miles from them; he ſent a letter to him and Admiral Watſon, that he deſired 
to treat with them; upon which it was agreed to receive his propoſals without 
delay; and a treaty was concluded, which is upon the Company's records. 
The reaſon that it was not more advantageous than it was, was that they had 
juſt received advice of a war with France, and the French had within the gar- 
riſon of Chandernagore almoſt as many Europeans as they had in the field; 
and if they had joined Surajah Dowla before the concluſion of the peace, they 
muſt have been undone ; for there wanted only ſome intel. agent perſon to adviſe 
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hits not to fight at all; and they ould have been ruined: © While this wendy” 
was carrying on, the French fert # depuration to propoſe à neutrality; it be- 
ing long debated whether a neutrality ſhould be accepted of, Surajah Dowls- 
forbid the Engliſh fo attack the French, and declared, if they did, he would 
become their enemy. That he had no doubt but he would become their enemy 
the firſt opportunity that offered; and that he meant, by their aſſiſtance, to 
- efive chem out ef Bengal. He ſupplied them with money publicly, and ſent 
ffteen hundred men to be ready to give them their affiſtance. During this 
time, a reinforcement of troops was received from Bombay; and it was taken 
into confideration by the Committee, whether they ſhould undertake: the at - 
rack of Chandernagore, at the rifk of diſpleaſing the Nabob, and having his 
army to encounter, That the members of this Committee were Mr. Drake, 
: — Hithſelf, Majot Kilpatrick, and Mr. Becher. Mr. Becher gave his opinion for 
. 4 neutrality, Major Kilpatrick for a neutrality, his Lordſhip gave his opinion 
for the attack of the place; Mr. Drake gave an opinion that nobody could 
make any thing of. Major Kilpatrick then afked him, Whether he thought 
the forces and ſquadron could attack Chandernagore and the Nabob- s army at 
the fame time? He faid, he thought they could; upon which Major Kilpa- 
"4 | trick defired to withdraw his opinion, and to be of his Lordſhipꝰs. They 
N voted Mr. Drake's no opinion at all; and Major Kilpatrick and he being the 
| majority, a letter was wrote to Admiral Watſon, defiring him to co-operate 
in the attack on Chandernagore. The land forces marched firſt, and beſet the 
place, made themſelves maſters of the outworks, and erefted_ two batteries, 
one about an hundred and twenty yards from the walls, of fix 32 pounders, —_ - 
another of three 32 pounders, about an hundred and fifty yards from the walls. 
By this time the ſquadron came up the river. That they furmounted difficul- 
ties, which he believed no other ſhips could have done; and it is impoſſible 
Hf him to do the officers of the ſquadron juſtice upon that occaſion. The 
place ſurrendered to them, and it was in a great meaſure taken by them; but 
His Lordſhip does believe that the place would have been taken by the army, 
E the ſquadron had not come up: it muſt have fallen into their hands, but 
not ſo ſbon. Arid he muſt ſay, that hie thinks, if the land forces and ſeapoys 
could have been landed in Calcutta, every event which has happened, would. 
have happened without the affiſtance of the flert. That after Chandernagore 
- was reſolved to be attacked, he repeatedly ſaid · to the Committee, as well as. 
e others; ee go further: that having 
| eſtabliſhed 
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endeayour by force to drive- them out again. That they had numberlefs 
proofs-of his intenrĩon z and hie Lordſhip ſaid, he: did ſugguſt wb Adinirat> 
Watfon and Sir George Pocock, as well as to the Commitiee, the neceflity: = 
of a revolution · Mr. Watſon and the ;gtntiemen of the Committee agreed 
upon the neceflity of it; and the management af chat revolution was, with- 
conſent of the Committee, left ta Mr. Watts: and him. Mr. Watts Was re 
ſident at Muxadabad: he correfponded with him in cypher, and his Losd 
ſhip ſent the intelligence to the Governor and Committee ; and Mr. Wärſen 
was abways conſulted, but declined being 4 member of chat Commixte. 
Great diſfatisfaction ariſing among Surajah Dowla's troops, a favourable oppor- 
tunity offered, and Meer Jaffier was pitched: upon to be the perſon to place 
in the room of Surajak Dowta.. In confequence'of which a treaty was formed, 
which, amongſt others, conſiſted of the following articles: That one million: 
two hundred thouſand pounds ſhould be given to the Company; fix hundred: 
thouſand pounds to-the European ſufferers ; {iy hundred thouſand pounds to- 
the navy and army; about two hundred and fifty thouſand to che natives of 
the country; and about one hundred thouſand to the Armenians, When this: 
was ſettled, his Lordſhip remembets that Mr. Becher ſuggeſted te the Commit- 
tee, that he thought that Committee, who managed che great machine of go- 
vernment, was intitled to ſome conſideration, as well as the navy and army. 


In conſequenee of which, Mr. Watts was wrote to upon the ſubject; but what 


that conſideration was, he never knew till after the battle of Plaſſey; and! 
when he was informed of it by Mr. Watts, he thought i it too much, and pro- 


poſed that the Council ſhould have a ſhare in it: the ſums received. were, he 


believed, as Mr. Becher had ſtated. Upon this being known, Mr. Watſon: 


applied, that he was intitled to a ſhare in that money. He agreed in opinion 
with the gentlemen, when this application was made, that Mr. Watſon Was. 
not one of the Committee; but at the ſame time did ee to his ſervices, 
and propoſed to the gentlemen, to contribute as much as would make his. 
ſhare equal to the Governor's and his own. About three or four conſented! 
to it, but the reſt would not. His Lordſhip obſerved, that at that time 
there were no covenants. exiſting; the Company's ſeryants were at liberty to 


receive preſents; they always had received preſents; and his idea of preſents 
is as follows: When preſents are received as the price of ſervices to the nation, 


to the Company, and to that Prince who beſtowed thoſe preſents; when they 


% 
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rere not exacted from him by compulſion; whenikie is in u fate of indeper- _ 
dence, and can do wich his money what he pleaſes; and when they are not re- 
"ceived to the diſadvantage of the Company; he holds preſents; ſo received not 
diſhonourable. But when they are received from a dependent Prince; when 
they are received for no ſervices whatever ; and when they are received: not. 
voluntarily, he holds the receipt of ſuch preſents diſhonourable. He never 


made the leaſt ſecret of the preſents he had received, he acquainted the Court 


of Directors with it ; and they, who are his maſters, and were the only en 
who had a right to obje& to his receiving thoſe preſents, approved of it. 
Every thing being agreed on between Meer Jaffier and the ſecret Cornmit- 
tee, we marched the army to meet the Nabob, whom we entirely defeated. 
His death followed ſoon after, and Meer Jaffier was, in 4 few days, in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the government, and of a revenue of three millions and a half ſter- 
ling per annum. The one half of the ſecret Committee being then preſent at 
the capital, and a report made by the Nabob's miniſters of the ſtate of the 
trealury, it was ſettled, that half the ſum ſtipulated by treaty ſhould: be paid 
in three months, and the other half in three years, all conditionally, that we 
ſupport him in the government. The Nabob then, agreeable to the known | 
and uſual cuſtom of Eaſtern Princes, made preſents, both to thoſe of his own- 
court, and ſuch of the Engliſh, who by their rank and abilities had been in- 
ſtrumental in the happy ſucceſs of ſo hazardous an enterprize, ſuitable to the 
rank and dignity of a great Prince.—T was one amongſt the many who be- 
nefited by his four. I never ſought to conceal it; but declared publicly in 
my letters to the ſecret Committee of the India Directors, that the Nabob's- 
generoſity had made my fortune eaſy, and that the Company's welfare was 
now. my only motive for ſtaying in India. The Company had acquired a 
million and a half ſterling, and a revenue of near an hundred thouſand pounds 
per annum, from the ſucceſs of their forces under my command, when ample 
reſtoration had been made to thoſe whoſe fortunes ſuffered by the calamity of 
Calcutta. It is well known to every gentleman in Bengal, that the honour 
of my. country, and the intereſt of the Company, were the principles that 
governed all my actions; and that, had I only taken the advantageous op- 
portunities that preſented themſelves, by my being commander in chief, and 
at the head of a victorious army; and what by the cuſtom of that country I 
was intitled to, the jaghire itſelf, great as it is, would have been an Ow 
' ſcarce worth my conſideration. | 
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of London, with this difference, that there are individuals in the firſt, pol 


fſeeſling inſinitely greater property than any in. the laſt city: theſe, as well as 


other men of property, made me the greateſt offers. (which nevertheleſs are 
uſual upon ſuch occaſions, and what they expected would have been required) 


7 and had I accepted theſe offers, I might have been in poſſeſſion of millions, 


which the preſent court of Directors could not have diſpoſſeſſed me of; but, 


and the advantage of the Company, to all pecuniary conſiderations, I refuſed 
all offers that were made me, not only then ere 
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ORD CLIVE informed che, mnie, that 1 Mr. Watts had 
4 nearly accompliſhed the means of carrying that revolution into execu- 
tion, he acquainted him by letter, that a,freſh difficulty, had ſtarted ; that 


Omichund had inſiſted upon three per cent. on all the Nabob's treaſures, and 


thirty lacks in money, and threatened, if he did not comply with that de- 


mand, he would immediately acquaint. Surajah Dowla with what was going 


on, and Mr. Watts ſhould be put to death.— That when he received this 


advice, he thought art and policy warrantable in defeating the purpoſes of 


ſuch a villain, and that his Lordſhip himſelf formed che plan of the fictitious 
treaty, to which the Committee conſented: it was ſent. to Admiral Watſon, 
who objected to the ſigning of it; but, to the beſt of his remembrance, gave 


the gentleman who carried it. (Mr. Luſhington) leave to ſign his name upon 


it That his Lordſhip never made any ſecret of it; he thinks it warrant- 
able in ſuch a caſe, and would do it, again a hundred times * he had no i in- 
tereſted motive in doing it, and did it with a deſign of diſappointing the 


expectations of a rapacious man; — That Omichund was employed only: as. 
an agent to Mr. Watts, as having moſt knowledge of Surajah Dowla's court, 
and had commiſſion to deal with three or four more of the court; and did 
not believe that Omichund Was ene known to. Meer N but h ̃ 
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preferring the reputation of the Engliſh nation, the intereſt of the Nabob. 
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Wut the ariny mercbed Meer Jae te 'protniſea- der en his fo 


ep ſaw no appearance of force to join them dur received: aer uh Meer 
Jamer, informing him, chat the Nabob had fuſpected his deſigns, and made 
aim ſwear on the Koran, that he would not act againſt him'; and therefore 
de could not give mat protriiſed affſtäte; but chat when they met Surchah 
Dowla in the field, he would then act: at the fame time Omichund received 
two or thiee letters from the Nabob's camp, thut the affair was diſcovered, 
and that Meer Jaffier and che Nabob were one: that his Lordſhip was much 
puzzled, for he thought it extremely hazardous to paſs a river which is only 
fordable in one place, march one hundred and fifty mites" up che country, 
and riſk a battle, when, if a defeat enſued, not one man would have returned 
to tell it. In this ſituation he called a council of war; and the queſtion he 
put Was, Whether they ſhould crofs the river and attack Surajah Dowla with 
their own forces alone, or wait for further' intelligenoe? Eyery member gave 
* inion againſt the attack, till they had received further intelligence, 
Sek tains Coote and Grant. His Lordſhip obſerved, this wal tlie only 
012 of Jr that ever he held, ind, if he had abided by chat council, it 
would haye been the ruin of the' Faſt India Company. After about twenty- 
four hours mature confideration, his Lordſhip ſaid, he took upon himſelf to 
break through the opinion of the couneil, ant ordered the army to erbſs the 
river ; and what ke did upon that occafton, he did without receiving advice. 
from any one. I 199 18 41 —. 185 01 1750} rich 14 TOW 
Loxp Cuive' further faid, that Mr. Watts tal two or e nete em 
ployed in the negociation of the revolution; and the correſpondence was 
carried on enrirely betwtefn Rimſelf and Mr. Watts; chat he did not know 
exactly the amount of the treaſure” of 'Surajah Dowla, but believed about 
chree or four milſions; that the final terms of the agreement betwern Meer 
Jaffier and Mr. Watts, were not agreed on till a few days before the march 
of the army; that Mr. Lofſhington'# was the kia who n n Wat- 
fon' s name, by his Lordſhip's order. its 
Jouu Wasn, Eſq;; being here called by the Committee to give an ac- 
count of What he knew of the ficticious treaty, faid, that he and Mr. Luſh- 
ington went together to Calcutta with the treaty, wieh a letter from Colonel 
Clive; and that his idea had always been; that Admiral Watſon refuſeil to 


ben the fictitious treaty, but permitted Mr. Luſhington to do it for him: 
9 that 
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at the fictitious treaty was wrote on red paper; and he nb | 
chund was very earneſt in his enquiry after that N paper, ex the | 
Nabob was put upon the Muſnud, _ _ | 
 Loxp Crivs further. acquainted the PT AGES that all che letters in cy . 
pher, which paſſed between Mr. Watts and himſelf, are not entered in the 
country correſpondence, or any where elſe; that he had got ſome of the let- 
ters; but did not know whether he had the letter wherein mention is made 
of Omichund's demand of five per cent. on the treaſures, and thirty lack ; 
that the fictitious treaty, to the beſt of his remembrance, ſtated thirty lack, 
and five per cent. upon the treaſures; it might be fifty lack for aught he 
knows. That, he believes the letter relating to the donation to the army 
and navy, is entered or mentioned in one of his letters; he did not re- 
collect what he paid to the heirs of Admiral Watſon; that he wrote to the 
ſecret Committee in England, ſtating the donations to the navy and 2 5 
but not the donations to the Committee. He wrote a private letter to 
Paine, then chairman, in which he mentioned the donations to the Com- 
mittee; that he mentioned in his general letter, that the Nabob's. bounty 
had made his fortune eaſy ; he knew of no ſtipulation by Mr. Watts, for 
fifty lack, or any other ſum, beſides the donation to the army and navy and 
ſelect Committee; if there was any ſuch I it was without his conſent or | 
knowledge. 
In regard to the fate of Surgjah Dowla, his Lordſhip ſaid, he had been. 
informed that he fled, and took ſhelter in a fackier's houſe, whoſe noſe and 
cars he had cut off upon a former occaſion : that there was a brother of Meer 
Jaffer s at Rajamaul (a ſmall diſtance from the place where he took refuge) | 
that this fackier ſent immediately notice to him, that he had Surajah Dowla | 
in his houſe, and he ſhould keep him till he could ſeize him; that the Na- 
bob's brother immediately ſet out with a few attendants, and ſeized him, and 
| that he was brought from thence to the city, and immediately put to 
by Murham, Meer Jaffier's ſon; it is ſaid without the father's. knowledge ; 
that his Lordſhip knew nothing. of it till the next day, when the Nabob 
made him acquainted with it, and apologiſed for his conduct, by ſaying that 
he had raiſed a mutiny among his troops; and this was all his Lordſhip knew : 
of the matter. 
Lonp CLaivz farther aid, in regard to the fdicious treaty, chat he did 
not recollect whether Mr. | Luſhington brought it back with Mr. Watſon's 


114 Tur Wat beT WIEN Sen Aut Dowr 4 


| pame to it; ; to the beſt of his remembrance, Mr. Luſhington told him, that | 
Admiral Watſon gave him leave to fign his name to the fictitious treaty: he 
did not recolle& whether Mr. Watſon's ſeal was put to it, but believes that 
VMI. Watſon” s name and a ſeal wefe put to both the treaties before they were 
diſpatched | to Mr. Watts; he is not certain whether Mr. Luſhington ſigned 
in his preſence at Calcutta, or the French gardens. Roydullub did not re- 
ceive five per cent. on all the money paid, but on ſome of it; particularly 
not on that which was paid to the army and _ —Roydullub was one 
of the Nabob's generals. EX 
His Lordſhip being aſked, What might be the particular value, i in money 

* jewels, received by him and ſuch other gentlemen as he may recollect? ſaid, 
He received about ſixteen lack of rupees clear, after deducting commiſiion: 
and all other articles; that he received no jewels, but all in money; that he 
| Velleved Mr. Watts might receive all together about eight lack; Mr. Walſh: 
about five ; there were three or four more, but could not recolle& the ſums ; 
that he thinks Mr. Scrafton had two lack, but is not certain. Theſe dona- 
tions were given excluſive. of the ſums ſtipulated for the gentlemen of the · 
Committee, Council, army, and navy. — That the ſhare he received as com- 
mander in chief, amounted to about two lack; Major Kilpatrick, he be- 
"Heved, had about three or four lack, exclüſive of the ſums ſtipulated for 
the army and Committee; Mr. Luſhington had peeing very tilting, * 
fifty thouſand rupees; Captain Grant had one lack. 

s "Hrs 18 Lordſhip alſo ſaid, that theſe preſents were "not paid down at 
| the. time, but 167 inſtallments; and his Lordſhip bei ing aſked by what 
tallments the preſents, above thoſe ſtipulated for the army, navy, Coun- 
eil, and Committee, were paid 4: he ſaid, That he knew of no agreement, 
but "they, were paid half down, and half in about fifteen" months, to 
© beſt of his remembrance.—And N further N  Whkitier, 


1 
2 


s, 


18 


by 55 e only "ſixteen ; ; that lands to the amount of leren wuntkel ; 
thouſand pounds a year were mortgaged for payment of the remainder of the 
Th ſtipulated by treaty ; the mortgage, he believed, was made abdut 

ember 27! 57, or the. January following ; ;. that Sir George Pocock applied 


0 the Governor and Council by letter, to deſire that they would 1 to 
1 the 


was the only perſon of that Council who objected to that requeſt being _ 


LY 


elephant, which he reached that night, thirty miles from the field of battle, 
hat the troops purſued the routed army about nine miles, .tc to 0 he 5 


the nayy their remaining half of the fifty lack. given. 5 5 nd ar 
deſiring that che Governor and Council would make woch a BAS ion as they 


= 
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thought reaſonable for the riſk of advancing the money.;—that ſome 
letters paſſed upon the occaſion ; and, to the beſt of his rernembragce, 


plied with; and then, after it had been complied with, he made the ſame 


I 


195 


requeſt, in favour of the army, and not before; that the 1 mogey edu; 
to the beſt of his remembrance, was five lack, the remaining ty wenty had 


was paid down by the Company for the navy and army. 


Lon Crivx went on to relate, that on the 22d of J une 1757, To in | the even. 
ing, the army croſſed the river, and marched all night, amigdl | inceſſant, rain 


until they reached Plaſſey-grove ; and early i in the morning the army « of; Su- 


rajah Dowla attacked them in that ſituation. The battle being attended with 0 

little bloodſhed, aroſe from two cauſes ; Firſt, The army was ſheltered by ſo 

high a bank that the heavy artillery. of the enemy could no + nga do them 
h 


much miſchief. The other was, that Surgjah Dowla 


t confidence 


in his army, nor his army any confidence in him, and erefore they, 
did not do their duty.,—His Lordſhip aid, that after the army Was 


routed, Surgjah Dowla, for the ſake of expedition, fled to the. city upon, an 


called Doudpaur ; and in the evening. Meer Jaffer ſent him word, . 
and many more of the great officers, and a very conſiderable part of 


army, were in expectation of his orders,—that he ſent Meſſrs. Watts and 


1 RA . 


t 


Scrafton to wait upon him; and he came to the next morning, accom- 


his agreement to join them, and ſaid, his fate was in his hand. Th at 
aſſured Meer Jaffier that the ,Engliſh would moſt religiouſly perform th 


Panied by his ſon, made many apalogies to n for the 'on-performance of 


1 9 0 | 


treaty, and adviſed him to purſue Surdjan Howls without delay, and he 3910 , 
follow with the Engliſh army; 3 that when. Surajah Dowla artiyed at the city, 


his palace was full of treaſure; but with all that treaſure, be could not p 


wr 


chaſe the confidence. of his amy; he vg employed in Jayiſhing con ſiderable | 
ſums among his troops, to engage them to another battle; about tyglye at 
night the fatal news was, brought him of Meer Jaffier's arrival at the city, 
cloſely followed by the Engliſh army; he then in deſpair gave up; all for Jol, 


e pe, out of one of the 
Q 2 


lace-windows, with only two, or 
_ three 


116 Tur War BETWEEN SURAJAH Do 
: three attendants ; ” Hat the Engliſh army having encamped within about fix 


miles of Muxadabad, his Lordſhip ſent Meſſrs. Watts and Walſh to con- 
gratulate Meer Jaffier upon his fucceſs, and to know the time when he ſhould 


entered the city with two hundred Europeans, and five hundred ſeapoys;— 
that the inhabitants, who were. ſpectators upon that occaſion, muſt have 
amounted to ſome hundred thouſands ; and if they had had an inclination to 
have deſtroyed the Europeans, they might have done it with ſticks and ſtones. 
On that day, continued his Lordſhip, being under no kind of reſtraint, but 
that of my own conſcience, I might have become too rich for a ſubject; but 
I had fixed upon that period to accompliſh all my views whatever, and from 
that period to this hour, which is a ſpace of fifteen years, 1 have not ba- 
nefited myſelf, directly or indirectly, the valve of one ſhilling, the jaghire 
excepted ; I have been placed in great and eminent ſtations, furrounded with 
| temptations ; the civil and military power were united in me; a circum- 
ſtance which has never happened to any other man before that time, or fince: 
che Committee will therefore judge, whether I have deen moderate or im- 
moderate in the purſuit of riches. 
Lon CLivz went on to relate, that a ſew days ker his arrival at the City, 
; Meer Jaffier was placed on the Muſnud, and proclaimed Nabob of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Oriſſa, and a day was fixed upon to confider the ſtate of the Na- 
bob's treaſures, and to ſee how far he could comply with the treaty imme- 
diately: and after that ſtate was known, this matter was left to be decided 
by the Seats, two men of immenſe' wealth, and great influence; and it was 
agreed that half ſhould be paid down, and the other half in three years 
that at this meeting was Omichund, and when the real treaty came to be 
read, the indignation and reſentment expreſſed in that man's countenance, 
beats all deſcription. He faid, © This cannot be the treaty, it was a red 
rreaty that I faw.” That his Lordfhip replied, © Yes, Omichund, but this 
is a white treaty.” That this important buſineſs being accompliſhed, he re- 
turned to Calcutta with the army. 
Tux great authority of Allyvherde Caun- s government had fo long 
eſtabliſhed” itſelf in the minds of his ſubjects, and all that authority be- 
ing veſted in the perſon of Surajah Dowla, that a revolution fo ſudden and 
| e filled every one with terror and aſtoniſhment, which was kept 
up by the march of a conſiderable detachment, under the command of Cap- 
tain 


enter the city; in conſequence of which, the day was fixed upon, and he 


— 
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tain Coote, in purſuit of Mon, Laws, who merebed hoes Fats 6% Wd | 
of an hundred French, the only remains of that nation in all the three pro- 
vinces, to the- affiſtance of the late Soubah, and were within a few hours 
march of him when he was taken priſoner but they returned on Captain 
Coote's approach, who followed them till they had paſſed the boundaries of 
the Soubah's dominions. The Nabob of Patna was one Ramnaran, a Gentoo, 
faithfully attached to his late maſter, who, ſuppoſing Meer Jaffier would 
not confirm him in his government, was meditating a junction with the 
Soubah of Oude, the ſon of the late Viſir, whoſe territories border on thoſe 
of Patna. There was ſuch evident proof of this, that Colonel Clive ad- 
viſed Meer Jaffier to diſplace him, which was approved, accepted, and the 
order ſent. 
Bur before this 'memorable revolution is 1 with, a * particular as. 
to the manner of Surajah Dowla's death, which came to o light ſome months 
after, may be added. 
Sun AJA DowLa was taken on the 30 of july, after having wandered 
about, from the time he made his eſcape. from his palace, forſaken and al- 
moſt naked, and was brought back to his capital in the night. Meer Jaffier 
immediately held a council of his moſt intimate friends about the diſpoſal 
of him; all agreed it would be dangerous to grant him his life, and that he 
ſhould immediately be put to death, leſt the Engliſh commander's clemency 
ſhould plead for his preſervation. Surajah Dowla received the dreadful ſen- 
tence trembling ; he wept bitterly, and pleaded hard for life on any terms 
but when he found all entreaty in vain, he deſired only a delay of a few mo- 
ments to waſh and ſay his prayers. His. mercileſs executioners flung a pot 
of water over him, and diſpatched him with their ſwords.—He ſhewed no 
mercy, and he had no mercy. He poſſeſſed the unjuſtly- acquired do- 
minions of his grandfather fifteen months and a few days; and it was in the 
twenty-fifth year of his age when he fell under the unrelenting order given 
to his ag 
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10 ſooner was | Meer Jaſker PPE to the Soubakihip; 1 than he —— 
to feel his own ſtrength, and to look on us rather as rivals than 
allies 3 and his firſt thoughts were, how to check our power, and evade 
the execution of the treaty. In vain did Colonel Clive repreſent 'to'him, 
that, inſtead of draining his treaſury for keeping ſuch an immenſe army 
on foot, he had better diſmiſs one half of them, and rely on the Engliſh, 
who were his natural allies, bound to him by mutual intereſt, and every tic 
that could enforce our inviolable attachment. He formed his plan quite 


differently, and. ſeemed to think himſelf ſufficiently powerful to diſpute the re- 
mainder of the treaty; and to this he bent all his future politics: the natural conſe- 


quence of which was, (ſays Mr. Scrafton) that we were neceſſitated to ſtrengthen 


ourſelves, by forming a party in his own court to be a continual check upon 
him; a matter by no means difficult, i in a country where loyalty and gratitude 
are virtues almoſt unknown. Roydullub was cloſely connected with © Meer 


Jaffier, and a fellow conſpirator of equal rank. He thought the Soubah had 
not rewarded him according to his merit, and the Soubah thought him too 


craving. The Colonel entered into ſtriẽt engagements with this man, to 


protect him as far as life and honour, provided he attempted nothing againſt 


the Soubah's perſon or government ; and he promiſed” to uſe all the power 
and intereſt his poſts gave him, to oblige the Soubah to the fai chful « execution 


of the articles of the treaty. The cloſe connection which appeared between us, 


widened the breach between them, till mutual miſtruſt increaſed ' ro that 
pitch, that. each began to ſtrengthen, his party. Roydullub endeavoured to 


gain the officers of the army to him ; and the Soubah diſmiffed from his 


general of a large body of horſe and foot, and his brother and relations oc- 
cupied the moſt beneficial places at court. Theſe made him powerful ; but 
it was the Engliſh protection that made him formidable to his maſter, But 


the ſeaſon now approached for taking the field; and in October 1757, the | 


Soubah fixed his ſtandard to the north, with great expectations of rendering 


himſelf as powerful and arbitrary as his old maſter Allyvherde, whoſe ex- 


ample 


| court all thoſe who had ſhewed tos great an attachment to a miniſter he had 
made too powerful; for he was firſt treaſurer, paymaſter of the troops, and 


15 | Tax Rein or Mrn Jarrixzx. ED 3 zx ß 
ample he endeavoured to imitate in his government. He had projected the e 2 
deſtruction of Roydullub and his party; to cruſh the rebellion broke — RR 
Purhunea, where the late Governor refuſed to on his authority; by force 
or ſtratagem, to get the Nabob of Patna into his power, and give that pro- 
vince to his brother; and, finally, he propoſed to awe the Engliſh i into the 
relinquiſhing the remainder of the money due to them, and the other articles : 
_ ſtipulated by the treaty. This project opened with the death of Mirza Mun- | | £20 
det, Surajah Dowla's brother, a weak helpleſs youth, whom his ſpies; and | ._ 
_ paraſites had inſinuated to him Roydullub intended to ſet up for Soubah. | | EE 
The ſame jealouſy induced him to ſend the widow of Allyvherde into con- 5 
finement at Dacca; and a ſtrict watch was kept oyer an infant ſon left by "= 
Fazel Cooley Caun, the fon of Zaindẽ Hamet, whom Nowagis Mahumud | 
Caun adopted, and who died Dag etl before, leavin g this Py, child, 
called Morada Dowla. | 
'Txzsz ſteps ſo alarmed Roydullub, t= ter ombirice of Nee he 5 
abſented himſelf from court, and declined taking the field with the Soubah. | . 
This was the firſt obſtacle the Soubah met with; and now he began to ap- | x 
prehend, that, ſhotild he march from his capital, it was poſſible the Colonel _— 
might join with Roydullub, and attack his ſon, whom he left governor in 
his abſence. « He long hefitated what part to act with the Colonel hut at | 
laſt determined writing to him, to deſire. him to march up with his troops, | 
hoping either to awe him by the parade of his numerous forces, or win him 
by profitable offers to abandon Roydullub. The Colonel, ſenſible how eaſy 
it was to check him in his flight, let him go on in his airy ideas, contenting 
himſelf with giving frequent hints, that he ſaw what he was aiming at; but 
always aſſured him he would find, in the end, his true intereſt was to pre- 
ſerve the friendſhip of the Engliſh, by 'a ſtrift- adherence to the treaty; for 
chat it was them, and them only, that were able to ſupport him: but now 
that he ſaw the Soubah's jealouſy was incutable, he determined to check him : 
effectually. Force alone could not effect this; for the exceſſes introduced „ 
by the prize money, and the unwholſomneſs of the climate, had reduced our ; 
fine army to about four hundred and fifty Europeans, ang. wwe dred 
wee policy was therefore deemed neceſſat . 
Wir this ſmall force Colonel Clive took the field in 3 9 was 
joined by Roydullob, i whoſe ſickneſs. vaniſhed at the approach of our army. 


The Colonel had an interview with the Soubah, and blamed him for his un | | 3 I 
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faithful conduct; ; reminded him of the agreement entered into at Ja- 
gutſcat's houſe, declating himſelf Roydullub's protector; and demanded | 
ſecurity. for the payment of the remainder of the treaty- money. The 
Soubah now felt his chains, and found, that the more he ſtruggled, the 
cloſer they ſat. After many vain attempts, by threats and careſſes, to 
ſhake the Colonel's conſtancy, he at laſt, with a very ill grace, made 
over to the Company the revenues of the three provinces of Burdwan, 
Nuddea, and Houghley, for the remainder of the treaty- money; and then 
the two armies marched forward. The Colonel entertained the Soubah with 
a review of his little army, to which he came in great ſtate, in a car drawn 
by two elephants, accompanied by two of his children and ſeveral of his 
courtiers. The troops went through all their firings and evolutions with 
great briſkneſs and regularity ; and the Soubah ſeemed loſt in amazement at 
the quickneſs and uniformity of their motions ; but nothing ſtruck him ſo 
much as the quick firing of the field pieces, which, he ſaid, exceeded every 
thing he could poſſibly have imagined ; and he was altogether ſo well pleaſed 
with his entertainment, that he ordered ten thouſand rupees to be diſtributed 
among them, for which the ſoldiers returned him their thanks, by three 
Engliſh huzzas. This review had a very good effect, by pointing out to the 
Soubah, how irreſiſtible ſuch a cloſe compact body of infantry, where every 
man is ſure of being aſſiſted by his neighbour, is to the looſe irregular at- 
tacks of a confuſed multitude, where no man has any reliance but on the 
ſtrength of his arm 
IRA, ſays Mr. Scrafton, the Soubah difcourkag of this review 8 
his courtiers; and, after expreſſing his admiration, ſaid, © Theſe people are 
« not to be fought with at a diſtance ; but if we were to ruſh 'on them with 
1 our ſabres, we ſhould bear them down.” On the approach of our united 
forces, the rebels of Purhunea diſperſed, and the Soubah made his brother- 
in-law, Coſſim Hoſſein Caun, Nabob of that province, and then marched 
towards Patna, hoping by force or ſtratagem to get Ramnaran into his power, 
and make his brother Nabob of that province; but neither ſcheme ſucceeded. 
Rammaran had taken the field with a very [conſiderable army, and could not 
be prevailed on to truſt himſelf in the Soubah's power, till he was aſſured 
of the Coloner's protection. The Soubah was very averſe to this, but ſoon 
found, that Roydullub had won over the greateſt part of his officers, who 
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were more likely to eſpouſe-Ramiarad'scanſe that/Yis own; He at Aalen. 
ſented to the Colonel's mediatibn; which ber gladly" Framed, from the mb 


tive that it would be a c check on the 1 73 to have tlie Nabob I 


of Patna devoted to n 1401 W ue 1 Dun MH A. ” 
H therefore; at the Soubai's eg, rote tas! that be might y 


dome with: ſafety. The Colonel's reputation forthe Fiel le obſervaner of 


his word' was ſuch; that Ramnaran irfitnediately left his army, and came Witk 
a few followers' to the Engliſh camp. He chen went, adcompanisd by Mr. 
Watts, to pay his ſubmiſſion to the Soubah, who eee him With a 


: conſtrained ' graciouſneſs, and his army rere the reſt in their route to 


- 


Colonel carrying away the glory of the campaign, while himſelf appeared only 
as his general. And now enſued a ſcene of plots and conſpiracies,” wherein 
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Tur Soubah, who burnt with defire to FA: (himſelf from out yoke, fo 


firmed a project, from which he hoped ſome relief. He ordered Coja Had: 
det, a general who commanded ſixteen thouſand men, to make à forced 


march, and enter the city: defore our army, which had always been the van 
of the whole. This officer was much ſuſpected of an attachment to Roy 
duttub} and therefore the Soubah aimed at embroiling him in 4 ſkirmiſh with 


us, indifferent /h had the advantage, where he wanted to be rid of both: 


He accordingly gave him orders, that when he entered the city, he ſhould 
ſhut the gates, and permit no troops to enter the city without farther orders. 
Coja Haddeẽ, not perceiving the ſnare;' paſſed our army in proper order for 
action. When tlie Colonel came near-the city, he ſent word to Coja Haddes, 


chat the Soubah had laid this ſnare to deſtroy him, and adviſed him not to 
oppoſe him, as he was determined to enter. Coja Haddet immediately re- 


tired, and ſent the Soubah a meſſage, that he preſumed his orders could not 
regard his friend Sabut Jung “, whom he had let paſs.” The Colonel marched 
through the city, and encamped on the oppoſite fide. The Soubah followed 
with ſullen lo wneſs, mortified at his diſappointment, and enraged to fee the 


the ſeveral actors diſplayed the arts of be ang SOTO ith! all the 
refined ſubtlety of eaſtern politicians. „ 

I Have already mentioned, the Soubabrs s views cis campaign were, to 
break the * of the ne make his brother Nabob of err oblige 
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| the baun of tht rebellion rayince to ſubmit to him 
the. different parties en ee, ee, at = 
 _ RAMNARAN and Roydullub ſoon found they 1 were tending a 3 
xe, which was the deſtruRian.of a maſter they thought they could never truſt. 
Coja Hadder, Comm Ally Caun, and moſt. of the general officers, were of their 
party, and entered into a written: agreement to ſupport each other. They 
frequently ſounded Colonel Clive, and; endeavoured, hy every artifice and 
{tratageng,_ to ſer him at open variance with the Soubahz while their party at 
court ated the ſame part with. the: Sowbah, by continually inſauating to m, 
that the Colonel was won over by Roydullub and Ramnaran, and would ger - 
 tainly attempt his fe. While the Soubah's mind vas thus agitared by fuſ- 
picions of all parties, an accident happened, that almaſt brought every body 
to lay aſide che maſk, and act in their.real charafters, Colonel Clive kept 
his head - quarters at the Engliſh, factory, che army being encamped to the 
veſtward of Patna; the Nabob's camp vas 4p the eaſtward, but a vaſt number 
nene Were in he S 86 we un Raman, ond with the Colonel 
waz 2 guard of two hundred ſeapoys, Neat the factury was quancered: a body 
of Ragngran's horſe, and both uſed the ſame marker. A dipvte aneſe be- 
tween, them, which from words. came to blawk, and. ſome of che Colonel 
{apoys. were wounded. They came tp complain, and the Colonel permitted 
ther 10 g and. take their own revenge. They immediately ſallied outs and 
attacked the horſemen, whom they ſoon rovied, am ane er ewe of Dem wem 
killed. The alarm ſpread inftanily throughout the citys all parties ware in ann 
{pigs were running backwards, and forwards: over the city; overs. ane making 
_ 3. different. report, according to the ſeam er wiſhes of their maſles, The Sen- 
bah, who had bis head-quarzers- in a palace on che caſſern ſide of the cieys 
unmediately ſuſpected Colonel. Cline, Ramnaran, and Roydulluby were forme 
ing a defign to. attack him, Fall of this theught, hejnflanty put his manic, 
Papers, and jewelge, on clenhancs; ſent a party to Fae his retywat, and put 
all his tyoops. under ann. ad Ramnaran were: ale: undes arma, 
and it was a miracle the city was s not fired. and. plunderck, - But as the riſ of 
this diſorder was entighy accidental, ſo-apbady was. prepared to: take any d- 
vantage of its and, by: the intescuurſe of- meſſengers, tlie tammit fibfided, 
and every one ſheltered himſelf under the cloak of diſſimulation; firſt reflet- 
ing; whocker: * the firkt fear of the alarm tliat night 
4 | Wi have 
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Colonel Clive; and che d ndet df tho horſe, whoſe people frail begun the 
abe the Engliſh ſeapey s. was ordered out of the city. TheSoudah 
| z but the Eolonel was too ſteady t be ted 
* "x any of them: his honor, und the public intereſt, ſtrongly attached 
bio to thi Somshu though; at che fame time, it was dur intereſt to xediice 
his power to pruper hauts, which: nothing . could more effoctually reſtraing 
chan ſeppotting Ramnaran'in the: Nabobſhip of Patna, and Raydulleb in the 
_ miniſtry z and juſt ſu far he entered into theit views. The Rajahs refuſed! to 
pay cheir ſubmiſſians but through the mediatidn of the Colonel, which the 


Soubab was. too havghty.to' Sc, . ant the cloſe cumnection between Ram- 


naran and Roydhflob; hoth fupporttd by. us, prevented the reſt. Thus the 
Soubah, equally: and imiſtruſtecl of all, had the mortificatiou to 
| fee all his prejects vaniſh. The only ſatisſactiom be had, was the receiving his 
confirmation from Dehli, on the ame tbmis a Allyvherde; Caun: which were, 
the payment of fifty- two lacks per aunum wich the uſual preſents of clephants, 
cloch, & Theo at the fim time received che dignity of an Onirah 
— mraper Uliwlk: Nuffeera Dowla, Sabut Jung 
git 8 not arrive till ſome time 


nagar” eee char all his endear oui] to win the Colonel were 
in vam, he'endeagquret to; outſtay him; hoping/his.prefence would be required 
in Calcutta, ani that he would ber obliged to abandon hii friends to him: 
but even that proving: ineffeftual, he; at laſt, aſter a ſtay. bf four months, at 
an immenſe expence, was obliged to conſirm Rimmirar in the Nabobſhip of 
Fatna, Roytulldb in the miniſtry, and to return to luis capital, totally diſup- 
ated im alb his: views; whilft the Colonel not only got the provinces mort. 
gaged to the Company for the remainder uf the treaty,” but obtained: alſo” the 
furni of ſalt-pietreè, ich was before farmed out to one of the natives, on con- 
dition of their paying tie Soubah furty thouſandꝭ rupers per annum and fillet 
the ptovitoe with :admiratioh of his wiſe conduct, ant ſteady adherence to all. 
whoſe initetuſt he: eſpouſed. 'Dhe: Coloner arrived: 2 Muradavad the iſi of 
Juhe, 1768, where lie was met by Major Foriit, hon the geiitiemen of 
Calcutts had periyaced co unter into e e e A ll to him he 
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| lefrithe.colmupd-of the army, and proceeded himſelf to — he- 
was ceceiveilwithjevery demonſtration: of the ſineereſt o [nol 
Anna Warson' died in Auguſt, 2757, lamented by the fleet and ſettle- 


of Coromandel, commanded by Monf. d' Ache, with three thouſand Europeans 
on board; under the command of Lieutenant Genendl er 


newed a r regars; for _ Conn 


, Py = 
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* - 1 . - 
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ment; ever to be revered for his generous. and e e eee The 


conunand of the fleet devolved on Mr. Pococck 19513 10 vas (Hs 


95 Hrrnzxro we had met with à continued ſeries of ſucceſs, r now 
ſeemed for a:while-ſuſpended, by the arrival of the French fleet on the coaſt 


of diſtinction; a force which ſeemed: to threaten the deſtruction of all our 
ſettlements in India. Mr. Pocock, though much inferior in force, ſought 
the firſt opportunity to engage them, vhile yet verycſem of their men were 


landed The engagement was very bloody to the French: night fauoured 


their eſcape, and they got ſafe into Pondieherry, with the loſs of one ſixty : ſour 
gun ſhip, and upwards of five hundred men killed and n as En 
by an intercepted letter from the French ,, ͤ 26; » 
Tnis did not prevent the loſs:of Fort St. David's: Ae mne n 
of receiving ſuccours from England. The Directors, by the ſame letters that 
adviſed us of this force ſailing from France, gave their Governors abroad to 
underſtand, that they left them to the protection of Providence; for that the 
breaking out of the war with France rendered it impracticable to ſend out any 
conſiderable forces this year. At chis criſis the Directors appointed ſour Go- 
vernors of Bengal, to gouetn each four months, and left Colonel Clive en: 


tirely out of the Iiſt. The gentlemen named to this temporary honour, with 


great diſintereſtedneſs declined it, and joined with the whole ſettlement, in re- 
queſting Colonel Clive to take the government on himſelf. The Colonel, om 
the 23d of June, 1458, the anniverſary of the victory of Placis, 5 7 
the government, to the great jo of every one ola 2 boy 
Tux arrival of the French ſquadron, and che loſs of Fort St. David's, bad 


an inſtant effect om our inſlurnet in the country... The Colonel conſidering, 


that if the Soubah could be prevaited on to pay him a viſit in Calcutta, it 
would deceive our enemies ſinto a firm perſuaſion, that there ſubſiſted a per- 
ſect amity between us, ſent Mr., Watts to him with the ihvitation, which he 
readily. accepted. The Saubah, however jealous of the Eoglith power, ever 
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5 — of Harmony was ere 
as it was our alliihce alone which made him formidable” to his neighbors; 


but, obſerving%how' much we courted bis friendiip, he thought he might 
now execute his deſigns againſt Roydullub. He left the eity under charge of 


his ſon,” firſt diſmiſſing his miniſter from all his employments; and, to all 
appearante, left an order with his ſon to put him to death; for no ſooner was 


nit father out of his ſight, than he prepared to attack im: but, ds our re- 
putation and influence in the country entirely depended on our protectibg him 


in his life and honour, Mr. Scrafton, then reſident at the Nabob's court, 
marched a eompany of men to his aſſiſtance, and took him undler his protec= 


tion. The Soubah, who was very little advanced on his way, was alarmed 


at this, and ſeemed determined to return; but Mr. Watts had addreſs enough 
not only to perſuade him to continue his journey, but to let Roydullub come 
down to Calcutta. The Soubah was glad he had carried his point ſo far as 
to have diſmiſſed him from his poſt, without our reſenting it; and the Colo- 
nel was pleaſed to have kept his word, which extended no farther than the 


tained, had very great preſents made oy recurned weld ee Do 


Tuts viſit had the deſired effect: the French! as oth as the Soudat's ene- 
mies, conjectured, if they attempted any thing againſt Bengal, they ſhoutd 
find our united forces againſt them. The French were now ſo powerful on 
the coaſt of Coromandel, having at leaſt four thouſand Europeans and ſix 
Thouſand ſeapoys, that we began to fear for Madraſs. The French had alſo 
an army in the Decan, from which country they drew a conſiderable reve- 
aue. The Colonel, apprehenſive they might add that army to their other 
forces, reſolved, againſt the unanimous opinion of his council, to ſend a great 
part of our force into that country, with a view to make a diverſion that 


purpoſe Major Forde embarked. with ſour hundred and twenty Europeans, 
and one thouſand four hundred ſeapoys, with a ſuitable train of artil- 
lery, and amply provided with ſtores of all kinds, and landed at Vizaga- 
patam, che ae, 0 of , b Nee p ma our aſſiſtance dec e the 
e 0 

Tun departure of to! great « part I gk: made hr 


aan in his conduct. * 1 cut off two * his general officers, 
Coja 
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protection of his life and honour. The Soubah'was moſt magnificeatly.enter- 


| ral, andileft Roydullub in Calcutta. 5 07 i 


might call off part of the French force from the coaſt of Coromandel. For that 


0 k 
* 
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 Coja:Hadjee and Coſim Ally. Cayn, - whe. were of Roydullub'e penn The 
ſonmer be ordered out of che country and in his paſſage though the-paſh of 
Sicklegvuily, he ordered the mountaineers- and governor. of R%, to full 
on him; the other his ſos; aſſaſſinated at an entertainment. And now he ſent 
a forged letter, to prove, that Roydullub was concerned with chem in a con- 
ſpiracy to murder him: but the forgery was evidently proved, and the Cale- 
nel perſevered in protecting him. The Soubah ſeemed! inclined to reſent this 
protection, and hinted, that he eee, eee ae | 
reſtoted to him ; hut the news of Colonel Forde's ſacceſs checked him for the 
preſent. | That officer, with his ſmall army, defeated the French army corn - 
manded by the Marquis de Conſlans, conſiſting of five hundsed Europeans 
and -fix . adams mr 
wards Maſulipatam, the French capitaFof Golconda. | Ihe on ino 200 
Zur nom a gew ſcene opened. The Mogul's dn tad eſcaped: from tlie 
hands of the. Vizit, who kept the Emperor himſelf and all his family as a kind = 
of ſtate-priſoners, and appeared in arms on the frontiers of the. provinee; of 
Behar. The Soubah had lately given ſuch proofs of his indlination.: $0 avoid 
all farther connections with ua, that he apprehended the Colonel would not 
be very ready to aſſiſt him ; and declined, as long 28 poſſible, acquainting 
him with che threatened invaſion: but now the enigency of his affairs demamled 
be ſnould exert hindelf,, Having kept eighty thouſand; men at leaſt in his pay, 
he had quite exhauſted his treaſury, and vaſt arrears were ſtill due to them: 
far from aſſiſting hin, they even threatened: his liſe, if he did not imme- 
diately comply with their demands: all he could do- was to ſatiaſy a part of 
them, who tock the field under his ſon's command, and might be about four 
thouſand horſe, and as many foct. In the mean time the Mogubs fon had 
croſſed the Carvmnaſſar, which is the boundary of Bahar, where he was joined 
by the Soubah of Qude's brother and ſome of the Boujepore Rajahs and was on 
fult march towards Patra. at the head of forty thouſand men, with:-MonC. Laws, 
and his little party of a hundred French and two hundred ſeapoys. Ramnaran 
thought this was the opportunity for him to throw off his obedienee to Meer 
Jaffier, and ſeemed determined to declare for the Prince. Thus every thing 
looked as if the Soubah would loſe his life and government, without a ſword 
being drawn in his behalf. In this diſtreſs he at laſt applied to Colonel Clive. 
Th Company's affairs were now in almoſt as critical à ſituation ab the Sou- 
bah's. The ſiege of Madraſs was actually begun, and we had ſent thither 
6 part 
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pet of the forces "that" came opt in this year's tipping; 
be was but three hundred infinery, one hundred train, and two thouſknd 


the Colonel heſirared not a möment, but immediately began his match to 
- Muxadavad, where he arrived on the 2oth of March, 1759. He reproached 
the Souban ſeverely for his conduct, particularly for the manner in Which 
he had deftroyed his two general officers, which had quite alienated the affec- 
tions of his army from him, and for his behaviour to The Engliſh ; but. aſſured 
bim, He might rely on his utmoſt endeavours to extricate him from the diffi-- | 
culties he was involved in, and that himſelf and all his army would fight for him 
to the laſt man. The Colonel immediately continued his march; and the Sou- 


10 Foe whole. | 


© We be Gaſs, ' molt of whom had never ſeen an action · "Nevertheleſs, 55 


bah promiſed to follow in a few days. All parties had theit eyes fixed on the 5 


Tolonel. The Prince or Sha Zaddah invited him preſſingly to join him, offering 
him a fhare in the government, and any advantages he pleaſed to aſk on be- 
half of the Company ; and, - himſelf che Colonel might be brought 
over to kim, he would not bring Law's party with him, but left- them at Be- 
Bares, left fr hould diſgult the Colonel. The Nabob of Patng, not hearing 
of the Colonet's march, had entered into a treaty with the Sha Zaddah, by which 
he ptomiſed'to declare for him, on condition that the Sha Zaddah confirmed 
him in his Nabobſhip, and that his army ſhould not enter the city: this was 
agreed to, and Ramnaran came out of the city, paid his ſubmiſſion to the 
Sha Zaddah, and made him a preſent of a conſiderable ſum of money. The 
Sha Zaddah's army paſſed the city, and encamped towards Bengal ; and a day 
or two after he ſent to Ramnaran for ſome more money and the city cannon. 
The meſſengers affected the haughty airs of conquerors, to which Ramnaran 
was not inclirted to ſubmit, as he had now heard of the Colonel's march, and 
indeed had received a Eiter from him to this purport, That as it was by tis : 
' mediation he had been confirmed in his government, he looked c on himſelf a as Te- | 
 fponſible to the Soubah for his fidelity; that if he offered to ſwerve from his - 
duty, he ſhould feet his utmoſt refentment; that he was marching towards 
him with all expedition, and flattered himſelf, that the fame. Providence ? 
which had bleſſed him with victory on ſo many occaſions, would not now for- 
 filee him.” fntimidared by this letter, and full of the hopes of a ſpeedy relief, 
he turned the Prince's meſfengers out of the city, and ſhut the gates againſt 
him. The Sha Zaddah, ſurprized and enraged at this ſudden change, imme- 
biete began the ſiege. The Colonels approach made all parties act with 


vigour 


2 


* 
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vigour. , The Prince made fſeyeral aſſaults, and was, very. near carrying th 
place, when the appearance; of : our army, which had marched. four _ hundre 
miles i in three · and · twenty days, obliged wy to raiſe the ſiege ; 0 Which his 


army, which had been brought together only by. the hopes. of. plunder, dit. 


perſed, leaving him only the Soubah of Oude's brother, and a few horſe, who 

made the beſt of their way out of the Province. Thus was the Soubah once 
more indebted, to us for his life and government, both which muſt. have ine 
vitably fallen, but for this vigorous « effort: for ſo little able was he to ſupport 
himſelf, that, far from joining us, his troops furrounded him, and refuſed to 


march, till they had all their arrears, and two months pay advanced them, 


And even the few forges that marched with his ſon, made a dead halt when 

they drew near the enemy, and would not advance a ſtep without their ar- 
rears, ſo that had the enemy ſtood, the Colonel muſt. have borne the whole = 
brunt of the action with his little army. But fuch was the reputation of our 


arms, that though they had repeated and certain intelligence of the ſmall 


number of our forces, they thought i it folly, to offer to contend with us. Nor 
is .this, aſtoniſhing, to thoſe WhO know what ſtrong fataliſts theſe Eaſtern 
People are, who look on fighting againſt a fortunate man, as contending with 
Gov bhimſelf. When you tell them of a ſucceſsful commander, they never 
aſcribe his ſucceſſes to any human virtue, but lift up their eyes, and ſay, 
A happy fate attends him.“ They think, in ſome N with chat king 


of old, who ſaid, 64 The Lond reigneth. of 


Ox: the 1oth of April, 1759, the Colonel atared Patna | in amt 175 


received the thanks and congratulations of all ranks of perſons there. But to 
Meer Jaffier this news was as the gift of life to a condemned man: his troops 


that had ſurrounded him, and ſeemed to rejoice in his adverſity, were now as 


ſetvile as they had been inſolent before; ; but they ſoon felt his reſentment, by 
the diſmiſſion of the greateſt part of them from his ſervice, convinced at laſt 


that he might rely on the Engliſh. During the march, the Colonel had the 
pleaſure | to hear of Monſ. Lr 8 retreat from Madraſs, after a ſiege of 

ſixty-ſeven days. 3 
Tuts good news was 3 8 = that o the feel of the 13 
under Major Forde. That officer, after ſtruggling through many difficulties, in 
a long march through an enemy's country, and in want of money, at laſt 
appeared before Maſulipatam, with his little army, now reduced to three 
hundred and fifty Europeans, and one thouſand two hundred ſeapoys. He 
: found 


, 


regulars, a hundred citizens and other Europeans, and fix thouſand diſci- 
plined ſeapoys, - At the fame. time, the Soubah of the Decan was marching 


to. the relief of it, at the head of an immenſe army of his own, 1 BUT | 


of two hundred Frenchragn ; and before. he had made any progreſs in the 
ſiege, the. Soubah was advanced ſo near, that Major Forde, finding he could 


not retreat without riſking his whole array, deſperately reſolved to aſſault the ; 


place, though there was no way of approaching it, but through a moraſs 
cons deep. Under all theſe diſadvantages: the attempted. it, and was. ſucceſs- 
t 


hough with the loſs of -a fourth, part of his little army. The Marquis, 


an; five hundred and twenty-two e were taken priſoners 4 and: the 


add more to. the Major's ſucceſſes, two Yrs after 9 place Was. 35 LAY there 
appeared two French-ſhips in the road, „ with four hundred and fifty men on 
board, for the relief of the place, who ſeeing Engliſh.” colours. flying, thought 

fit to fail away; and the ſeaſon not permitting their return to > Pondicherry, they 
landed at Ganjam, where they were furrounded by the country Rajahs, ho ſo 
reduced them by famine and ſkirmiſhing, that very few eſcaped to Pondicherry ; 


ſo that this expedition all together coſt the French a thoufand Europeans. 


| AEolondl Clive, at the Soubah's requeſt, now marched to puniſh thoſe Rajahs 
who had joined the Sha"Zadda, or Prince. "Theſe Rajahs | are ſo powerful, by 
the nature of their country, "that they had never been thoroughly ſubdued, and 
had always been formidable to the Nabobs of Patna. . When the Colonel drew 


near their counter, Fo, of them. came and made their ſubmiſſiop, and were 


* p 


obliged to pay; the Soubah all. the reyenues due from them for ſeveral years 


paſt. The third, who had. been more guilty, kept doof, and the Colonel 
followed him amidſt his rocks and mountains, expoſed to the moſt terrible 
heats that ever Europeans underwent; but he was preſſed ſo cloſe, a at laſt 


he was obliged to ſubmit, under very ſevere terms. 5 


* * 


Tux unfortunate Prince, whoſe, amiable character deſerved a bexrer fate, 
ſoon perceived the Colonel was the, only. obſtacle to his ſucceſs ; and, having 
found, he was not to be allured by the flattering proſperity that for ſome time 
attended him, endeavoured now to make an impreſſion on him by his misfor- 
tunes. He repreſented to the Colonel, in a very pathetic letter, the peculiar 


ee of his fate; . That, * born to a crown, the perſeryrign 
a cc 


. 
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ound it/a city fortified.afier che European 3 a. wo- 
raſs,, and defended. by the Marquis de Conflans, with four hyndred-and fifry 


_ | Ws. 3 Tur Arie oy "Mark Jabel 3 15 
_ = « of the Viet hid left Ninn not s/Tpt to ref on, har Abd by Sete 
= „ unt Meer Jaifier's Heor government; that all he aimed at! was an 
43 EEE "army to make head againft the Vizir; and that, if it pleaſed God to favour | 
- - < his cauſe, the Colonel might command any advantages for the Company 
3 5 or himſelf,” This the Colonel communicated to the Soubah's ſon and 
=”. Namnaran, who both agreed it wouſd be dangerous to have a prince of the 
blood in any of the ptovinces ; that he would prove a conſtant ſource of plots 

and confpiracies igainſt the Soubah; would draw on him the reſentment of 
the Vizir; and finally involve the country in troubles. The Colonel there- 
fore ſent back the me with a reſpectful letter, and a preſent of five 
hundred gold mohurs (abo one thouſand pounds ſterling). His behaviour 
1 | | fo charmed the Prince, that he ſent him word, he would force himſelf under 
A 1 dis protection, and dare him to deliver him up; but the Colonel was neceſſi- 
It 26558 -'- - tated to anfwer, that he acted under the Soubah's orders, and would therefore 
dy no means adviſe him to put himſelf i in his power.” T he 1 Ende 


KH was obliged to ſeck ſome other reſuge. e 25 
5 Kerr theſe wecelles, Colonel Siure refigned the command of the army to 
=_  - Colonel Ciilland, * | | Bn 
us | 8. ; WY . 117 * gh N 5 ; i 
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The len, given 39 Colonel Coillaud 1 the Committee of the a. 2 Common 
| „ 4s given in the Repart to the Houſe, ee 
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your: Committee called upon Colonel Cailladd to give an account- * 
what he knew of the tranſactions preceding the revolution in 1760; 
and he informed the Committee, That he was called to Bengal i in November 
1759, to take the command of the troops in the room of Lord Clive, who 
Intended to return to Europe early the next ſeaſon ; that he arrived two days 
after the affair of the Dutch; and, upon his enquiring into the ſtate of 
affairs in that country at that time, was informed, that the Prince was again 
preparing to enter the province "of Bahar with a large army, and joined 
by ſeveral Zemindars of that province, who had not taken part with him 
the year before. That the 5 of Purhunea had taken the field on the 
eaſtern bank of the Ganges, about half way between Patna and Muxadabad; 
and his morives for ſo doing were thought to be an inclination of joining 


the Prince, if a favourable oppofracib offered. Lord Clive judged it there 
15 ſore 
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fore 8 that he ſhould march. with a decachment 19 Muxadabad. Be 
ſet out from Calcutta; in December, wich three hu undr red Epropeans, fifty fifty * 
tillery, f. pieces ef .cannpn, and 2 bartalion of ſeapoys, convifiog of tet. 


a, thouſand men, and arrived at Muxadabad about the 75 ol December; ; 
and that on the 6th of January, Lord Clive and Colonel Forde joined bim. „ "=" 
That Lord Clive. then introduced him to the, Noh (ee Jaffier) and re. *' - Rl 
commended him to his frigndſhip., On the 14th. of January, Lord Clive and, © 
Colonel Forde ſet out upon their return; and on the 18th. : e began his march REED 5 . 
to Patna, joined by. the N abob's ſon, at. the head of a large number of coun- - 5 | | 
try forces. There were a great many difficulties in ſetting out the expedition; —___— 
the low ſtate of the Nabob's treaſury obliged him to borrow money as he "4 4 
could get, it, from the bankers, by mortgaging xauntries for it, That % 
the goth of January he reached a place, oppoſite to which the Nabob of Purhu- EE 1 
nea was encamped. He had not declared his intentions openly, but ſaid he was 
ready and willing to obey Meer Jaffier's orders i in every thing, to pay all the | - nM 
revenues that were due, and to prove himſelf a faithful, ſubject and ſervant. _ | - 
It was neceſſary to get more than theſe general affurances from him; © ES = 
at the head. of a large body of troops, and, as the affairs of Fatna were then Mp | 

83 it was dangerous to leave ſuch a force i in his rear, withour knowing = 

whether he could truſt them. T hat he endeavoured to ſettle matters between = _ J 
him and, Meer Jaffier, who. would accept of no mediation but the Co- i | = 
lonel's, and would not ſee the young Nabob, but took. his ſecutity, and pro- | _ L 
miſed, if he faithfully diſcharged all the Wet the old N. abob had on him | 
for revenues due, that he would endeavour to get Meer Jaffier's conſent that 
he ſhould remain in his command. That this kept him ſeven, days; and at 
this time the Prince was drawing near Patna z the Soubah of that, province | 
(Ramnaran) had a conſiderable army under his command, beſides a b attalion of | A 
. our ſeapoys, that was left in garriſon, at Patna: by Lord Clive. damnaran _ 
marched out of the city with theſe forces. Colonel Caillaud repeatedly wrote to . 
him, and preſſed him not to come to an action, but to wait his arrival, However, 
he choſe to follow his ownadvice; he engaged the Prince; ; two of, his. principal wap 
officers deſerted him during the action; he was totally defeated, and. 0 | 
wounded. Four hundred of our ſeapoys marched to his aſbance, When he 

vas ſurrounded by the enemy, faved him, and were cut to pieces themſelves, | ; 
with chree European Steen er eee op gentleman a volunteer. py. 
GEO EHF * AY a 8 2 js 7 Dai of ;; 40013 ; ih 11:88 . | 
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That the remainder of che Vattalton ecited is retreat into Titus Shack the 
Prince. immedistely inveſted. That he received” news of this the 11th of 
February, 1760, and f marched with all the  Expedition"in his power, obliged 
him, on the 1 5th, to raiſe the ſiege 'of Patna; and on the'22d the two 
armies met and engaged, That the young, Nabob (Meer Jaffier's ſon) fol- 
lowed quite a contraty diſpoſition to the one: he wilhed him to take, but that 
he ſaved him in imthinent dalget, and the enemy was totally routed. That 
the inſtant the engagement was over, the young Nabob retired to his tent, 
on account of the wounds he had received. That the witneſs requeſted him 
to give him ever ſo ſmall à body of horſe, and with his Europeans and ſea- 
poys, fatigued as they were, he would do the beſt to purſue the enemy, and clear 
the county of chein; that le was denk tö all bis entreaties; and, with the hand- 
ful of troops he was at the head of, 'fatigued'1 with the forced marches he had 
ade to raiſe the ſiege, put it quite out of his power to purſue the Prince; 
ſides, out of the ſix pieces of cannon which he had in the field, four broke 
down during the engagement; and fone time was neceſſary to put thoſe car- 
flages in wei T at length he perſuaded the Nabob to leave the city of 
Patna, on the 2th of February; *and on the 2d of March he received advice, 
that the Printe was in full march for the province of Bengal. That 
he had the advantage of a "day's march of our army, with an army com- 
poſed almoſt entirely of cavalry, unincumbered with baggage. That on the 
7th he got within ten miles of him: he marched off in the night, and took 
his way acroſs the mountains, to enter the province of Bengal in another part; 
a a road through which no army before had ever marched, but through which, 

however, the Colonel followed him; and on the 4th of April joined the old 
Nabob, Who was in the field. T Hat on the 6th, with their united armies, 
they got fs near the Prince, that he propoſed to the Nabob to give him a 
body of cavalry, and ſome ſpare horſes to aſſiſt him, and he would attack the 
Prince in his camp that night. This he would not comply with. The next 
day he came up, however, with the rear of their army, a river only dividing 
them : chat he ERA. JF, repeated e to the Rae to Raw bh Ke . 


CL HE % Eat 


come up with his infailtry'; but this he would not colt: to, and he” ene 
my marched off unmoleſted; ; and in two days after took the ſame road into 
the province of Bahar. That, afraid for the' ſafety of Patna, which he knew was 


deſtitute of ure, he detached n Lyons, with two hundred Europeans, 
a bat- 


4 


N Tur Asia r Mern J 8 
a Pete of feapoys: and two pieces of cannon, to march with all the 3 


tion he poſſibly could for the relief of Patna, if the Prince ſhould. beſiege, it. 


He came in time to ſave. the city, on which the Prince had made two * 
neral aſſaults, and wWas preparing for a chird when Captain Knox ar- 
ö rived with ſome part of his detachment, and again obliged him to raiſe the ſiege. 
That he remained in camp, with the old Nabob and his ſon, until the 16th off 
May, when he marched with the young Nabob againſt che Nabob of Purhunea, 
vhom the old Nabob had endeavoured to bring back to his duty, but which 


the other refuſed, and would comply with none of his terms, broke his pro- 


miſe with the Colonel, and was ſetting out · with an intention of joining the 
Prince.—On the 22d he again reached Patna, and croſſed the river there; 
but before that happened, Captain Knox, whom he had ordered to march 
from Patna acroſs the river, and endeavour to ſtop the progreſs of the Na- 
bob of Purhunea, had taken a ſtrong and judicious poſt, and was attacked 
by the Nabob's whole army, and maintained his poſt with great bravery. That 
they joined in purſuit of the enemy, who on the 27th he came up with; the 


young Nabob with his army in the rear two miles; the cannonading began be- 


tween the two armies; he ſoon ſeized their cannon, diſlodged them from all their 
poſts, and would have obtained a complete victory, if foot could have overtaken 
cavalry, of which his army was chiefly compoſed ; that he had none of his own, 
and the Nabob would not ſend him one horſeman. That they continued ppr- 
ſuing the Nabob of Purhunea until the 3d of July; they were to have con- 
tinued their march next day, when, between one and two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, Mr. Luſhington came into his tent with a meſſenger, and told him the 
young Nabob was dead ; which he was told was by a flaſh of lightning, as 
he lay on his bed. In a few minutes after, his Duan (or prime miniſter) 


came to the Colonel in the greateſt diſtreſs, . aſſuring him, that if ſomething 


| was not immediately done, the conſequence would be the plunder of the 
camp, and the Nabob's troops marching off wherever they thought 
proper: there was no way to prevent the confuſion which muſt follow, 


but to endeavour to keep his death, a ſecret from the army, that we 


might gain time to bring over ſome of the officers of the greateſt conſe- 
quence, and attach them to our intereſt. The Colonel ſent for one or two 
of thoſe he thought he could moſt confide in, told them the ſtory, and re- 


queſted, as a mark of the regard they had for their old maſter, to continue 


WW 
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faithful in bis ſavice; HP, to bei over, by e as many others 
= 175 ' as they could to this way of thinking that he, on his part, would uſe 
_. all | his | endeavouts with the Nabob, that all the arrears of pay, and all 
* * the juſt demands they might have, ſhould be ſettled to their ſatisfaction. | 
1 Ĩnhe Colonel then determined the army ſhould march back towards Patna, - 
„ 5 and give out that the young Nabob was ill; this was performed in ſeven 
days, and during this whole time, except the people who were entruſted 
with the ſecret, the army had no knowledge of the young Nabob's ele — 
The Colonel ſaid this was the narrative of his campaign. 
7 Col oxkl Caillaud then read to the Committee the following letter. 


1 ä * "© — - 


„„ the Honourable 7.2 2. Hokwel, E Prefigent and 8 K Fort wi ew. 


. 81 R, | 1 . camp at Balkiſſen's Gardens, 29th of May, 1760. 


40 I AM honoured this day with your favour of the 24th inſtant. My laſt 

letters of the 24th,. and of yeſterday of the 28th, contain all I can 

urge in favour of our return to Patna with the young Nabob. Lou ſeem 

alſo convinced of the neceſſity of it. I ſhall be glad to find it further 

J confirmed by the ſentiments of the ſelect Committee. I am not maſter 

* enough of the ſubject, to know how the Company's inveſtment of falt-petre 

| will be ſo much hurt this year; but this I am very confident of, that if we 

do not find ſuccours, the whole province may de loft, and many years inveſt- 
ment to come. 

I wiLL endeavour now, Sir, to reply as fully as I can to the ſubje& on 
which you deſire ſo earneſtly to know my ſentiments; and hope what I have 
to ſay will ſo fully ſatisfy you, that I need not at leaſt leave the army until 
the campaign is quite concluded, as I think it cannot de done without pre- 
judice to our affairs. | - 

| As to the man whoſe cauſe we now ſupport, Meer Jaffier, I cannot be of opi- 
A | | nion, that we can get rid of him for a better, without running the riſk of much 
| ; greater inconveniences attending ſuch a change, than thoſe we now labour under. 
w El preſume the eſtabliſhing tranquillity in theſe provinces, would reſtore to 
"8 8 us all the advantages of trade we could with, for the profit and honour of our 


employers; ; and I think we bid fairer to Wing: that nnn about by our 
| | ' preſent 
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| 1 influence over the S6ubah, and by ſupporting him, "a by any 
change which can be made. No new revolution can take place without a 
certainty of troubles; and a revolution will certainly be the conſequence, 
whenever we withdraw our protection from him. We cannot. in prudence 
neither, I believe, leave this revolution to chance; we muſt, in ſome degree, 


be inſtrumental to bringing it about: in ſuch a caſe, it is very poſſibie ve 


may raiſe a man to the dignity Juſt as unfit to govern, as little to be de- 


pended upon, and, in ſhort; as great a rogue as our Nabob ; but perhaps 
not ſo great a coward, nor ſo great à fool, and of conſequence much more 

difficult to manage. As. to the injuſtice of ſupporting this man, on account 
of his cruelties, oppreſſions, and his being deteſted in his government, I ſee 
ſo little chance in this bleſſed country of finding a man endued with the 


oppoſite virtues, that I think we may put up with theſe vices, with which 
we have no concern, if in other matters we find him fitteſt for our purpoſe. 


« As to his breach of his treaty, by introducing the Dutch laſt year, that 


was never fo clearly proved, I believe, but to admit of ſome doubt. Co- 
lonel Clive, before he left the country, ſeemed ſatisfied that what was ſuſ- 


picious in his conduct in that affair, proceeded not from actual guilt, but 
from the timidity of his nature: but if we ſtill ſuſpe& him, from further cir- 


cumftances, we have it always in our power to put it to the teft at once, by 


making him act as he ought, whether he will or no. With regard to draw- 
ing our ſwords againſt the lawful Prince of the country, no man can more 
pity his misfortune than J have done, nor would any one be more willing 


and happy to be inſtrumental in aſſiſting him to recover his juſt right. But 


ſuch a plan is not the thought of a day, nor the execution of it the work 
of a ſew months: there is a powerful party ſtill 
the Mharratas and Jutes, who, notwithſtanding 


and their numbers, that I believe they will at laſt oblige the Patans to leave 
the country, for though they cannot beat them Tory out of the field, hey 


bid fair to ſtarve them out of the country. 


«* You have, no doubt, received advice from Me. ee FOR Abdallah 


has ſent orders to the ſeveral powers to acknowledge the Prince King of 


Indoſtan, by the name of Shah Allum: rupees are ſtruck by his orders at 


Banaras and Lacknow, in that name; orders are alſo given to Sujah Dowla, 


to accept the Fw of Vizir ; and our Nabob has got, it is ſaid, inſtructions 
10 
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ining ; the Vizir, with 
e conſtant ſucceſs of Ab- 
dallah againſt them, ſtill make head againſt him; and ſuch are their reſources 


prove a ſource of benefit and riches to our country, Such were, I believe, 


8 Tar Rxicn.: or Mer Jaryinn, : 
to acknowledge him, and pay him the obeiſance due to te King of Kings 


I is ſtiled. lo 733 wn 3) 
% Ir we were e perfeftly 3 Abdallah would remain, as he. 4 until he 


ow the Prince well fixed on the throne, and. the peace and tranquillity of 
the country reſtored; we might, I think, all joined together, be a match for 
the Mharratas: but we muſt be well aſſured that Abdallah will heartily enter, 
and when entered, will firmly ſupport the cauſe; for, ſhould this appointment, 


of his be no more (as it is poſſible) than a finiſhing ſtroke to end his ex- 


pedition with the eclat of having given us a Mogul, and, when a certain 
number of the country powers had entered into the alliance, he ſhould think 
of a return to his on country, and leave us to fight it out with the other 


contending party, I fear the Vizir and Mharratas would be too ſtrong for 
thoſe who remained of the alliance, ſuppoſing them to be the Ruellahs, and 
Sujah Dowla, and the Nabob of Bengal. — However, ſuppoſing all this 
ould. take place, whiy may it not be done * our Nabob in our hand, 
ſtill his friends and his protectors? f 


JA this inſtant favoured with Yours of the 2 5th, and I find by your 


poſtſeript, that your opinion and mine, with regard to the Prince, do not 
differ much; I have no objection to follow the plan you propoſe. | Let Mr. 


Haſtings ſound the old Nabob, and I will go to work with the young one, 


whey joins me this day. | 
„Wx may continue our march on to 8 the rains will give us time to 
ie; ſo ſee we go on ſure. grounds, and make ſuch a plan of the al- 


| liance as will do us honour, and be an advantage to our country and our 
_ employers. But let us not abandon the Nabob ; beſides the reaſons I have 
urged above, one more ſtill remains, which I believe will have ſome weight, 


and make us cautious how we attempt, without very ſtrong. and urgent rea- 


ſons, any change in the preſent ſyſtem. 


% You are yell acquainted, Sir, with the cauſe which firſt gave riſe to 


the preſent ſhare of influence which we enjoy in this part of the Mogul's 


empire ; a juſt reſentment for injuries received was the firſt motive which 
induced us to make trial of our ſtrength: the eaſe with which we ſucceeded 


enlarged our views, and made us chearfully embrace all opportunities of in- 


creaſing that intereſt and influence, both on account of the advantages which 
accrued from it to the Company, as likewiſe the hopes that it might in time 


the 


* 


impoſe on us, and to check every beginning of an independence, he may 
endeavour to aſſume. Let us conſult and improve, on every occaſion that 
offers, the honour and advantage of our employers, and the increaſe of their trade | 9 
and credit; and not let them ſuffer any additional expence on account of pur- | RE 
ſuing any plan, or ſupporting any ſyſtem whatever. By acting thus, I think £ — 
ve cannot err; we run at leaſt no riſk; and, I believe, the Companys _ "0 MY 
may be conducted by us, under this Soubah, as much to their advantage and 


« motive of: Colodth Clive's actions during his adminiſtration ; fuck, 1 a 
velicve, -were-the-xievs of dhe Company, when they. ſolicited and eisen » 
Colonel Coote's regiment from the government; and fuch, I am certain, n 
the plan Which the Colonel propoſes on his return to purſue and to ſupport, „ i 
_- hopes to convince dhe Miniſtry and: che Company, das hie is convinced _ 7 px - 9 
himſelf, that if they pleaſe to ſupport his project, it will prove of the greateſrtt 
advantage to che public. If + have ſtated our ſituation right, it follows, I _ 

| believe, of courſe, that we are bound to work on the ſame plan, to act on . —_— 
the ſame principles, and to keep vp the. ſyſtem, as perfect and entire as ä | 
was left in our hands; that whatever reſolutions the nation or the Company | 1 
may come to, on Colonel Clive's repreſentations, they may not be diſap- | + 
pointed, by finding here (at leaſt through 0 our [oO 2 Ny material change ä 
in our ſituation, power, or credit. 6 - = 


the favour of your opinion with great impatience: and bee the honour to | ps” 
 Mire'y6u, that I am, with TRE eſteem wad hee og A DUES COWS 7 : | » 
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« Oxz word more. All we can Ws to 440 1 is, not to ſuffer the Nabob to | bc 


ay as any other whom a revolution may place in the government. |: f 
% IxcrosED, I have the honour to ſend Mr. Amyatt's laſt letter, received ; | 
| this morning. - We have had, as you will ſee, another bruſh with the Prince's 50 : 
troops, and with great ſucceſs; however, if the other plan goes on, we miſt 
put an end to this fighting ſyſtem, and ralle oothy': on affairs. I ſhall expect | 
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25 Helwelts Aire au Mr. vam, 4h Auguſt, 1760. 5 5 


1 2 CCC Fort William the 4th Auguſt 1760. 
7 At a Select Committee ; Preſent, + - 


| vie” "The 1 Henry Vanſittart, Eſq; Preſident, | 
X OPER ENT William Brightwell Sumner, Eſq; | 3 THY 
- e : | John Zephaniah Holwell, Eſq; FEE 
n WR. oO 
ee ble to-the Prefident's requeſt; Mr. Holwell 3 before the Com- 


* e eee e eee e memorials, as may convey 
A iron pagan 4 knowledge & ts Preſent ſituation of the Company's 


Ma | ®;Hononeable;Sir and Sir, 
« s my health, and the conſideration of other circumſtances, will ſoog | 
=” "NNE oblige me to requeſt permiſſion from the Board to reſign the ſervice, _ 
A 1 beg leave, previous to that ſtep, to accompany this ſhore addreſs with fuch 
remarks and memorials as. may convey to the honourable the Preſident (fo 
lately arrived amongſt us) a knowledge of the preſent ſtate and ſituation of 
_ a Gorgnrls ofing, anther natlLomnacted with, 'or drpand 08, the go- | 

N vernment of Bengal. 

| «, To form a judgment of the preſent ſtate of things in Bengal, it will be 

oh needful to take a retroſpect view of the late revolution in the year 1757, 
SOD when neceſſity, and a juſt reſentment for the moſt cruel injuries, obliged us 

4 8 8 to enter into a plan to deprive Surajah Dowla of his government ; which was 
| y done, and Meer Jaffier fixed by us at the head of the provinces, 
8 | on certain conditions, and under treaty of alliance, offenſive and defenſive. 
1 „ As8norT ſpace of time fully proved how unworthy the family thus raiſed: 
be the conditions of the treaty could not be obtained from the Nabob without 
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I had the Nabob been inveſted with power fallicient-ts; have: 
it, « could eee e eee his on 
our reſentments, - CCC 0 7 | 5 
„ TAWRAL (grants of revenue). teins moto eee RES: 
payment of the ftipulared fums, by which every. berg in he 
A parry was ſoom raiſed at the: Ducbar,: headed by the Mabob's ſon, 
_ who were daily planning ſchemes to ſhake: off their dependence on the E- 
glith, and continvally-urging to the Nabob, that until this was effected his . 
government was a name only: the Nabob, weak and irreſolute in 
fell too ſoon into theſe ſentiments. 
« Tax firſt ſtep taken to accompliſh this meaſure of 
or take off, under one pretence. or other, every miniſter and, 3 
officer at the Durbar, whom they knew were attached to the Engliſh, In con- Tots 
ſequence of which Coza Hoddy, and Cuzzum Ally Khan, firſt and ſecond Bury 
(pay-maſter} were aſſaſſinated in November and December 17584 and, after 
many attempts made oa the perſons of Rheima Khan, and Golam Shaw, his uncle 
and brother, they were obliged to ſeek an aſylum with the Sha 17 59s. 
_ —Roydullub,: his ſon, and faur brothers, were proſcribed, on no account- 
but chat of the various informations he gave. us, and his firm attachment. 
This family would have fallen a facrifice, had they not been reſeued out of 
the Nabob's hands by force of arms. Amier Beg Khan would from the fame: 
cauſe have ſuffered the ſame fate, had he not given his ſolemn  engage-, 
ment to quit the Kingdom; which he acco 
« Wurm the provinces were invaded by the Sha Zaddah, an che ide of 
though the undoubted heir to the kingdom, 
beyond the Curramnaſſar, and brought the country into- 
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c TE Sha Zaddah, or Prince, morethawonce wrote to the Colpack, « 
any terms for the Company and himſelf, on the Engtifh would quit | 
the Nabob, and join his arma; but the Colonel, thinking it incompatible with | 
our treaty with the Nabob, gave the Prince na encouragement. ._ | | | 

Ar the end of the campaign the Colonel returned to us, in June 1759, | 4 

| | | 3 T 2 | i 
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and Nees aeg dd ug Ab mmived at. the city about che ſame time, with,” | 
full conviRtion! of dur“ firrh luntachinent, and our religious regard + do our 
treaties. But thinking themſelves now better eſtabliſhed in the government, 
and ſcreened by ſuch a ſute and powerful ſupport as our arme, be- 
gan to ſet no bounds to their cruelties, oppreſſions, and exactions from 
nere ai hut any ching to be plundlered of. And this barely received a 
| from the ſevere and frequent remonſtrances of: Colonel Clive to the 
e on a conduct which he foretold him miuſt, from the general de- A 
teſtation of As people, end in the deſtruction of himſelf, family, and coun- 
try His troops, clamorous at the ſame time for their pay, whilſt the Na- 
bob, in place of appropriating the ſums he had; acquired. hy repeated aſſaſ- 
finations, to the juſt demand of e and troops, laviſed the 
ſame in boundleſs extravagancies. DHA tod; 0387 h of 1 51 
% AgovT'the latter end of July 1759, the 8 Nabob arrived, on a 
pretended viſit to Colonel Clive; but the real motive was to negociate, if, 
poſſible, the delivery of Roydullub, and two dr three other articles. given 
him in charge by his father; ſuch as che cſurrender of che tanka lands on 
ſecurity; the borrowing of us a large ſum̃ of money; &. In theſe, the 
ſon proving unſueceſsful, a member of the Board, and ſelect Committee, Was, . 
at his deſire, ſent to accompany him to the city, to reconcile: the. Nabob to 
the negatives his fon had received at Calcutta; and at the ſame time to in- 
| timate to him the advice we had received, that a large armament was fitting 
out at Batavia; deſtined: for Bengal, and to penctrate, if poſſible, his ſen- 
timents on this occaſion, and * reſolutions he world: come to, in a caſe 
that force arrived in the river. | 
« Hz was not to be — to the! WING bis fon 3 — 
termined to cry his own power, and declared his intention to pay the Co- 
lonel a viſit hirnſelf in September; which he did, with ſucceſs equal to his 
ſon. He ſeemed to make light of the Dutch intelligence, and not to give 
credit to it, though he diſcovered much perplexity. However, he wrote a 
letter to ihe Colonel, "demanding our aſſfiſtance, by virtue, of the treaty of : 
allianee,/ In cafe' the Dutch troops came into the river. 1 
*, TAE armament arrived during his viſit; his ſtay et that was bones 
his mind ſeemed ne embarraſſed, _ his whole ſubſequent _—__ gave 
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dn uhdoubred prodfs, chat che Dutch forces were arrived ve - 
That ſuch were the ſentiments of Colonel Clive and the Council; een 
from the narrative of that Dutch buſineſs, tranſmitted to the honouräble the 
Court of Directors, and to our ſeveral Admirals. A peruſal of this narra- 
tive will convince the impartial, that the Nabob, in his behaviour on this 


occafion, was guilty of a moſt flagitious breach of the article of the treat: 


of alliance; and from chat period, no terms whatever ſhould have been 
preſerved. with him, after ſuch unexampled'treachery and ingratitude. To 
_ which, by way of illoſtration, we may add the ſubſequent farces carried on 
between the Nabobs and the Dutch, as ſet forth in the ſeveral letters be- 
tween Mr. Holwell and the reſident at Morauxbag, on this ſubject; by 
feference to which it will appear moſt manifeſt, that the Nabob's real inten- 
tions never were to diſtreſs effectually that people, but, on the contrary, 
were only aimed to amuſe and deceive us; witneſs the private orders and 
a inſtructions given to Mhir Coſſim Ally Khan, fo oppoſite to his public ones, 
when he was ſent down to demoliſh the ne works at Chinſura: in the ap- 


of the late Preſident, tho? chunt as we Fabisgdentey n he was « ang 
conformable to the private orders of the Nabobdz. 2 

« In the beginning of the year 1760, the Prince © invaded 5 pro- 
vinces again, with a force more reſpectable than the preceding year, both in 
troops and commanders, by the revolt of Camgaar Khan, Golam Shaw, Reim 
Khan, and others; the Nabob, by this time, having made himfelf and fa 
mily ſo univerſally hated, that we may juſtly ſay there was ere a man in 
bo provinces that did not wiſh ſucceſs to the Prince. ee 0 

« Coroner CLivs reſigned the government early in February 1760, about 
which time the Mharattas entered the province, from the ſouthward, making | 
conſiderable diverſion in favour of the Prince. The Nabob demanded a body of 
our troops, ſeapoys, and field artillery, for the defence of this country: to join his, 
under the command of Mhir Coſſim Ally Khan, which was granted ; but their uſe 
was fruſtrated by the Nabob's puſillanimous, irregular, and contradictory orders 
to his General, Coſſim Ally Khan, to march with our troops to Cutwah, and 
the city, in place of marching directly to the ſouthward. ' Thus this country 
fell a prey to the Mharattas, and a ſtop was put to the collecting our tankas, 
on which was our greateſt ee and N net for the ſervice of the 
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, Oun troops, under the command of Major. Caillaud, n 
_ DIE field. in conjunction with the Nabob's, under the, command of his ſon, ſome. 
= ODE time-before Colonel Clive's departure for Europe, and ſhaped their route to- 
EY. wards Patna, whilſt n en eee in the eee 
FE Rajambol. - 
. . Tun campaign, Aha che Gann Fab FT e a0 deflniaiye ation to. 
lay the leaſt foundation of a peace to theſe provinces. - In the. courſe of thip 
campaign three morally ſure and important opportunities were loſt, by the 
dcdowadice of both the Nabobs ; the firſt, when the young Nabob refuſed 

| ; to join the Major in the immediate purſuit of the Prince, when routed 

aid - near Patna; the. ſecond, when the old Nabob refuſed to comply with the 
1 F to croſs his horſe over the Burdowan 
1 river, and attack the Prince, when united with Subut, &c. : the third, when 
| in the late purſuit of Cuddein Hoſſein Khan, the young Nabob refuſed to 
lead or detach his horſe to the Major's aſſiſtance, by which a general action 

might have been brought on; but, on the contrary, he kept encamped two 

or three miles in the Major's rear, as if his intentions were to leave our 

troops without horſe, a ſaqrifice to the enemy. Had the moſt been made of 
any of theſe favourable occaſions, the ſtroke had, in all human probability, 
/ been deciſiye; as it is, it only proves, that we continue to draw aur ſwords 
PP 

| ans: hands and this wo. he; ee hazard and min of the Company's 
S « On the near approach of the. Major to Patna he received. a phirmanad 
(patent or grant) from the Prince, of which he adviſed the Board. The Major 
received intelligence, that the old Nabob had actually a Vakeel (an agent) in 
the Prince's camp, and that he was negociating a ſeparate treaty with him: 
ane have fo dangerous & rendencys that any um . 
to obtain the truth of it. 
„ PATA E Cuddein Hoſſein Khan 
is diſpoſſeſſed of his government, and drove out of the country, but with 
all his treaſure and valuable effects, to the reproach and infamy of the young 
Nabob's memory ; ſo that after the rains he will eaſily join the Prince with 

_ the eſſentials of war, which he only wants, to harraſs the provinces. The 
young Nabob is taken off by a flaſh of lightning, and our troops are gone 
into quarters, after having done as much, or more, than could have been 


expected, 


* 


* 


ab nee, Our ſupplies from - 


thenoe will be again cut off, and che Company's | affairs be 'reduced ta 
"of tlie ſeaſon relieve 


the laft extremity of diſtreſs, unleſs the approaching 
The latter is hardly poſſible, in any ſerviceable degree, and the former: catries 
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CAILLAUD arrives at Calcutta, informs the Committee chat 
be left Patna the 3 iſt of laſt month, at which time the Prince was at 
Dowdnagore, on this ſide the Soane ; that all the reports of his eroſſing it 


were over; and that Monſieur Laws, with Mawdarah Dawlett, were preparing 
m repaſs the river and join him. It was ſaid their next motion would be to- 
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of future operations, we will attempt a de- 


Bayokn:we reſolve Fe upon a 


ſeription of the ſtate the Company's affairs are now in, and this not to be 


eonfined to Bengal, but with regard alſo to the exigencies of the other ſetile. 
ments, who are told to depend on this for ſupplies of money: our influence 
increaſing from time to time fince the revolution brought about by Colonel 
Clive, fo have we been obliged to increaſe our force to ſupport that influence. 
We have now more than a thouſand Europeans, and five thouſand ſeapoys, 
which, with the contingent enpences of an army, is far more than the revenues 


allotted for their maintenance. This deficiency wus not ſo much attended to 

whilſt the immenſe ſurns ſtipulated by the treaty were coming in; but, theſe 

reſources being now quite exhauſted, and no ſupplies of money coming from 
6 N 


very little probability. The late propoſal of the Nabob's, to pay our balances, 
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| beben of Fort William, with its former bounds, againſt every thing that 
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income as will Bear them clear of charges, and bring in, beſides, a ſupply ſor 
the emergencies of their other ſettlements, and for providing cargoes for 


 doading home dheir Kips—The" arg queſtion theo! thar- naturally beur- . 
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is how in the country, is not to be doubted ; but it is as certain, that nothing 
but that influence and weight, which we maintain by the largeneſs of our 


force, can poſſibly prevent the well-known deſigns of the two prineipal Euro- 
pean powers, who have long ſhared with. us the benefit of the trade of this 
country; and to this we may add, that the nearer we approach to a peace in 
| MT: = the nearer we are to our danger here. 


Tuxsx conſiderations having their due weight, we believe few will diſpute 
the neceſſity of keeping up our preſent force, perhaps augmenting it: this 
granted, it follows, that means muſt be found within ourſdves of ſupporting 
the _Expence ; ; and theſe means can be no * chan a | proportionable ſhare 
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of the revenues of the country.- 
By the treaty made with the preſent Nabob, he is obliged, as often: as it 


may be requiſite for our troops to take the field, to furniſh. a lack of rupees 
a month for their expence; but the uncertainty of this payment has been too 
long experienced to be any more depended on; nor indeed is it by any means 


ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſe, ſuppoſing the payments regularly made: it 
muſt. therefore be propoſed to the Nabob, to aſſign to the Company a much 
larger income, and to aſſign it in ſuch a full and ample manner, by, giving to 
the Company the ſole right of ſuch diſtricts as lie moſt convenient for our 
management; that we may no longer be ſubject to the inconveniences we ex- 


_ perienced from the late grants, being orders only on a certain part of the 
revenues. From the experienced weakneſs and unſteadineſs of the Nabob 


himſelf, and the nature of thoſe dependents who now rule him, and who by 


 ſelf-intereſted views muſt naturally oppoſe every increaſe of our power, as 


their own will, of courſe, be proportionably leſſened; it is to be ſuppoſed; 


that ſuch-a propoſal would meet with all the difficulties that could poſlibly.be 
thrown in our way. Notwithſtanding thoſe difficulties, we will ſuppoſe we 
ſhould have weight enough to over- rule his counſellors, and to obtain his 
_ conſent. We then juſt keep our preſent footing. We have a fund for pay- 

| 5 ing 
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" Jeng dur weiden and thoſe troops muſt be employeil i in the ſervice the, Na- 
bob and this ſervice, the ſame as for theſe two laſt years, in DG the. 


purſued: ν 299 199157 % 20 07 21 21 ov F 
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-.FrRoM- the experience of theſe two years, it is pretty clas! . our Woops, . 


although always: victorious in the field, yet they cannot, by their ſucceſs, put 
an end to the troubles : the ſame cauſe which has prevented it ſtill exiſts; the 
nature of thoſe; people, in alliance with whom we are to act, who will not 
purſue the advantages we gain; and we not having the means in our power, 
for want of a body of cavalry under our command. Thus the war may be 
protracted for years to come; and every year the Nabob's circumſtances grow 
worſe and worſe, through an increaſe of expence and loſs of revenue, not 
only by the devaſtations the enemy make, but by the continual defection of 
ſome of his own Rajahs and dependents: many in the courſe of the two laſt 
years have declared themſelves; and that others are ripe for doing the ſame is 
not to be doubted, particularly the Rajah of Beerboon, in a letter the Gover- 
nor lately received from him, has ſpoke his ſentiments very freely. The pro- 
vince of Patna is already ſo much reduced by the two laſt campaigns, as to 
be incapable of affording ſubſiſtence to the Prince any longer, who muſt al- 
ways find on the ſpot the means of carrying on the war, having no reſources 
within himſelf; and who conſequently muſt, "on gh EG MEE next 
year to penetrate further into Bengal. 

. IT is therefore next to be conſidered, whether i it is beſt, for FP acer of. he 


| Nabob, to purſue the preſent meaſures, by continuing to oppoſe the Prince, 
or to ſupport him in his pretenſions to the crown of Dehli: The two parties 


ſtill ſubſiſt, between whom the throne is diſputed ; or rather, who ſhall give a 
king to that throne. One of thoſe parties has repeatedly invited the Prince; 
and it is well known what offers he has made, both to the Nabob and 
us, for our aſſiſtance: the ſame reaſons may be ſuppoſed yet to have their 


weight with him, while the diſpute remains undecided; and is it not probable 


that ſuch an aſſiſtance given to the Prince, and thrown into Abdallah's ſcale, 
vould inſure the ſucceſs of the enterprize? The immediate conſequence of 
this to Bengal would be clearing the country of an enemy, by removing the 
cauſe whence all the late troubles and confuſion have aroſe; and if we with 
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reaſon faiter oveſelves;w8 ok e ai may! noe the com ii 
pariy 'expeR/? mi nt Ns! 50 Sp 2655 en dat 
Sop posto this change of "mn: teat: 1 —_— 'the Naka ia hg 
light we have repreſented, it is to be conſidered whether the exigeneied of f 
the Company's affairs, before deſcribed, do not require our forming fuck con- 
nections, independently of _ = e en ieee, and 191 of his 
creatures and miniſters,” - 7 910163 21715 elo att 05 ond at 
Tux death of the P 8 Nabob ons anita, a ffumber f Ces 
intereſts, which it is impoſſible to conciliate to the ſatisfaction of all, and 
thereby gives ee ed to any other Europea power to gain 
2 party to ſupport them in their defigns of eſtabliſhing an influence here, is an 
a hp make ub follow ſuch e een e out of 
their 5. * 1 8 1 c 73 l 14 216; Ute 
Te ies of inflvtnce/6 wre now enjoy 1 theſs provinces, newer great in 
appearance, does not carry with it thoſe real advantages and weighty effects 
which are neceſſary, not to leave that power in danger of being diſputed, and 
of failing us at à time wel we moſt want it; and nothing is mere probable 
thar that that period wit Rappen Gn a penee! tb prevent the evil conſequences 
of this, there ſoems now to der fuch an opportumity of Tecuring r vurſelves 
an we could wiſh in this reſpect; as likely — EFF nme e an mp 
Portunity that will give us both power and right. 
Ir is hardly to be doubted but the Prince 3 "Be Vall to enter 
mto a negüciarten With us, f dent of che Nabebz but ſeich a mea⸗ 
ſure would neitlier be for che intereſt nor the Honor + 
views in adopting this ſyſten, ſhould: be directed rather to ſtrengthen! Ka 
weaken or overthrow the preſent Soubah all we deſtre i to ſee the power 
 remioved-out of the fands of thar ſet o men, who How rule and direct the 
kfirs ofthe Soubah, and through whoſe miſmanagement and frauds the country 
and his adminiſtration ſuffer e conſiderabliy: to have fuch a ffrare of power. 
inveſted! in the * Company, as wih enable them: te prevent the bad conſe⸗ 
quences of fo many contending intereſts; chat will effect put a ſtop to 
char diffpation of revenues, which hath reduce the Nabob tb his pre- 
Khir chiſtreſſed condition; which revetive; if properly apphed, would leave 
Kim mor us any thing to fear from the eggs of any enemy; efeftually 
ware to us ſuch a ſund as would anſwer all our preſent Eres ; and in 
| 9 . 
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Reap, approved, and ſigned, the prpteedings of the 11th inftant. / 


HE great objects of our preſent daliberation are; keſt, the ſturing a 
fund of manty: foaxiithe:preſent-and futurs:evigencies of this! Tetflebnent, 
as Us WA as the other two preſidencies, no money being expected fromii Europe: 
And, :ferondly, the Purting an and to the diſturbances fomented and kept 
up by the Prince in ſeveral parts of theſe provinces: that the .mhble.may 
ebe ounitefivunder the: Mabiobg zand:iha: put under the: miore imtiedinte in- 
b HAuenoe of cbe Camping whoſe forte is his chitf fuꝑpont aud degendencę. Hy 
this means enabling us to join a large body of country tops: N a to 
Joppnſgahy attempts ef Ruppeat r countty powers. ii 07 17 974 ld; 
 cr988612a weft 60: be:-confidered is, Whether we cancbeſt 8 at thee = 
cendsotby:fallowing:.the preſent ſyſtm . oGioppaſing the. Poings;i br ty u- ö 
poſing to him an allianteivfieh. ther Eigliſm, and abs aſſiſtanae , of part 1hanbr 

;Farcey tropwobeaihiwichſhi iov.co-Bchli;/ andofuppat him an his pitrengians 10 


the throne? 9 | | ind zi F $7 


neren ing be Ens bf AR aer Aberdeen the : 

-1011 Mob providedgr thoupaſuncrtobittic Nabob!s:wryaps, undbour:arniy, oy 
tha arecoppoſed:tbithe/Prince ad Etna. % 110 ei lo laid ec Nl c 

do eaũy Hm: te pꝛcrail om the. Nabob, befides, ſupply ing he aboue demand, i 

doo furniſn uschare aith the money Mang for „ 
Zocęaſipns, and for the ſuppiy of the other preſidencies. | 

N U 2 3dly, The 


ay * \ 


iq | 
xs Tus nnn or Mezs jane, : 
\  3dly, The. poſtibility of the Prince's: meeting with better. eons: than 
| heretofore ; and in that caſe, What would be our ſituation ? 0 
4thly, The deſection of different chiefs in the country, cena by the 
Prince; by which the revenues of ſuch diſtricts are loſt, and thoſe adjacent 
leflened by their incurſions. 

' gthly, Suppoſing we yet meet with 3 how ſhall we put an end to che 
war, having experienced, that gaining a victory over the Prince, does not 
deprive him of the means of renewing his attempts? 

Sthly, Suppoſing we ſhould even be able to. puſh our ſucceſs ſo far as to 
drive the- Prince out of the province, would the confuſed and impove- 
riſhed ſtate of the country furniſh us immediately with the means of ng 


% 


the ſums wanted for the general occaſions a the Company? 
Iy following the ſecond Hitem propoſed, the chief difficulties that occur 
| . COINS che: 3 
1 How io gan the:Nabi's conſent. 5940 130 . 291 3:94; 312 MH +1 1 


adh, The ſtate of the country conſidered, ahead a force is:drawn from 
hap pan us to aſſiſt the Prince. {2019/4 hg tho 372 25 ow 26 
JIadly, How to ſatiefy the Prince s party, few:of whom will be induced to 
3 1E: : enivoig 99: lo eng dont di nn oft d 
Athly, How an immediate) form of money is tobe fbund, that will gie us 
enough to. ſupply the army . ²˙ Rode here2al 
preſent to the Prince. ioo en groigenm anze ei 
Sthly, Are we to inform the Nabob, before the negociation is begun of 
ee e eee or is he to receive them afterwards, as oiders 
from his King, when we have declared him ſuch? If the latter, is there no 
danger of his refuſmg to comply with them & And if he does, how are we to 
manage? 3 e eee of gaining 
his conſent ? _ | WEL. | 9 OTBE 2? 


Tus dag t the: un waited is vac in both caſes almoſt en 

: ch certainly cannot be obtained without: impoſing on the Nubob, for- 
cibly, terms which, of his own good- will, he newer would come into. In fa- 

vour oſ the change: of ſyſtem, it is to, be ſaid, : that the means and reſources of 

the, n me Ong Oy e be more capable of 

; "46 Vigo k: 517 20) be: ſupplying 
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ares lde. the lt is temoved, wir fed” den Ws re "me the | 


northward. 9e! 2 
Conscbin V thdſe which we can caged on to * part wick us in this 


project; and to aſſiſt us in bringing the Nabob into it, will be more ready to 


advance money upon the promiſe of holding the principal employments. 
Aup as on both. ſides there muſt be ſome kind of force or violence exerted - 


over the Nabob's inclinations, it may be done with a better grace, as well 
as more effect, by means of orders from the Prince. 

Wrru regard to our forces,” and the diſpoſition of them with reſpe&t to 
the ſecurity of the Company's ſettlements here, it muſt be conſidered that 
in both caſes our troops muſt be divided: at Patna they are more at hand 
to be called to join us in caſe of neceſſity; but yet ſo diſtant, that probably 
the threatened danger would be upon us before they could arrive, and 
the. road would be open for the Prince to follow immediately ; and, after 
having taken' poſſeſſion of. the moſt. valuable parts of the province, to join 
our enemies; which would make our ſituation even worſe than before. 
IT Committee, therefore, are of opinion, all circumſtances conſidered, 
that the ſettlements here will be more ſecure, with the forces that will remain 
here, if by joining our army to the Prince, and marching with him to 
the/ northward; we can put an end to all the inland troubles here, than in 
the preſent diſpoſition of keeping that army at Patna, to make head againſt 
the Prince, eſpecially if we can procure ſuch terms as will enable us to 
aſſemble on any occaſion a large country force to co- operate with us here ; 
— ſuch terms, we doubt not, the Prince will immediately offer. 

Rusol vxp therefore unanimouſly, That the entering into an alliance with 
the'i Prince is a neceſſary and expedient meaſure. The Preſident is ac- 
cordingly defired to preſs Coſſim Ally Khan on the: ſubject of our expences, 


form a judgment, whether he might not be brought to join in this nego- 


ciation, and in procuring the Nabob's conſent. There is another perſon here, 
Noydullub, who has been long under our protection, and whoſe attachment 
to the Company is not to be doubted : through him it is thought this in- 

tention may beſt be opened to the Prince; but as an interview between 
him and the Preſident, at this time, might look ſuſpicious, and give an alarm 
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and our great diſtreſs for money, ſo as to draw from him ſome propoſal of 
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Tun Preſident acquaints the Committee, tliat" in a lung neee 

. had laſt night with Coſſim Ally Than, he had an oppartunity of making 


ſome progreſs towards the. diſcoveries vequiſite for carrying on the negudia- 
tion propoſed yeſterday :—that,, without letting him kn any thing of: aur 


deſign, he had led him to make ſuch declarations uf his daſife to have the - 


rule over the Nabab, and the general management of the affairs of the: pror- 
vince, as amount almolt 1 to « prove: of: his e eee erer, 


for him. , l Wigan ad 


Arran telling big 5 5 fl 3 . dpiniomeC him che 


fitteſt perſon for conducting the great affairs of che Rengal, -gavernvaents:. 1 
began to make him ſtrgng-repreſentations' on the ſubjett of the Company's 
<xpences :. that the immediate charges of the army exceeded far the ſum A- 
figned for that purpoſe; which ſum alſo Nas not regularly paid, tharę heing 
three or four months arrears : A that beſides this, he cauld not but he fen- 
ble how much the Company gave up in other parts; for the ſake of: pre- 
viding for tho ſecurity. of Bengal, withdrawing their fatces, from the Deccan 
andifrom-Madraſs, and ſending continually frefla ſuppliea from! Europe, I 
repreſented to him further, che great loſs: the; Company; had ſuffened by the 
long continuance of tlie preſent war wich tlie Prince ; and hem much 16 was 
to be wiſnedꝭ for the general benefit, that an. end cad be put toi it, fa as 6 
cnable che Nabob had his expences, and oo W 
G3 8 1 


— 


— 


9 N 2 * Y 1 "==> W. io FM 9 5 4 i SS. Lg #7 F 
I * 7 *X 2 9 9 — = * +. * 2 1 
9 F 1 Cx * 4 x n * 10 1 9 7 7 * ; 7% 
9 F : bs 0G. CIT 2 Pa =P * 2 
5 l 2 S SL | e 
os — 8 1 4 1 * 
45 * 7 22 * 5 + bas ? Fo, > - 
: 4 2 « l 4 1 n Nd y __ x _ 
* . a 1 1 * 2 * | | 
. * * » : * 1 N * 
, . "> % 7 4 
* 4% 
* b 4 i 
* ; * f 
1 1 * % * 
* 8 
—— 7 * 
*. — — » 
— = 


e ll te hs of ley pid: che 
whole produce. of: the Patna; province. vine 160 W 


— 


I anſwer to this, Coſſim Ally Khan replied, That he ee | 


ſent in his power to provide in a proper manner for. tlie ſupply of the Com- 


pany:— chat if we could undertake to give him the general management of 


the country, by taking it out of the handls af thoſe who are now intruſted 


with it by the Nabob he would then make ſuch àſſigmirients in favour of 
the Company, as ſhould be perfectly to our ſatisfaction. At the ſame time 


he infinvated; that this would undoubtedly meet with oppoſition at Muxa- 


davad, and at firſt prove very diſagreeuble to the Nabodb himſelf: for which: 
reaſon it would be quite neceſſary to have a force at hand to ſupport him; hy 
which being enabled to cver- rule the preſent evil counſellors of the Nabob, 


he could anſwer for bringing the Nabob himſelf into ſuch ternis as ſhall be 


notion of offering him peace ; but ſaĩd, he ſhould be able to keep up a ful. 


ficient! force to fruſtrate any future attempts on this province. The Preſident, 


thinking this a fuſficient progreſs for the firſt conference, did not make him 


acquainted with our intended negociation with the Prince, and which he 


imagines may better be opened to him by one of his old conficents. Coſſim 
Ally Khan profeſſed à regard for Roydullub, and a deſire to ſee him; but, 


2 it was thought ſuch an interview could not be brought about with ſecreſy, 


„ if known, would give an alarm to the Nabob, it was therefore deter- 
| =. to confide in Cojah Petroſe, as the fitteſt 5 to make known 
our Whole We to Coſſim e Khan. 
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M R. Holwell acquaints the Committee, T hat, 8 to their reſolution 


f yeſtetday, he had Jaſt night a conference with Rajah Roydwllob.; who 
received the overture with much ſatisfaction, and approved in general of the 


plan; but thought there was ſome objection to the propoſed manner of ad- 


drefling the Prince, as it would cauſe much .upneceſſary delay, which for 


many obvious reaſons ſhot be avoided,' and wo would not give him the weight 


neceſſary on this occafion, to obtain an immediate ſtop being put to the 
Prince's operations: chat lle ought, ur waitin ing for an overture from him 
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was too nice 2 — at this juncture; becauſe he khows the-Prjnce is in 

ſuch a ſituation, as Will not permit his heſitating to accept any terms we 

offer. He thinks nothing can prevent or delay his immediate conceflion'to 

all we aſk, but the article of confirming Meer Jaffier, on account of his per- 
ſional reſentment; therefore ſays, we had better demand at once the whole 
power of the government to be lodged: in the Engliſh Company; and then 

we may confirm Meer Jaffier ourſelves, if we think he deſerves it. That 

there is no occafion to ſtipulate for particular lands for the maintenance of 

the troops and ordnance, as the revenues of certain diftrifts are always ſet 

apart for that purpoſe. He requeſts, he may not be thought of for the poſt 

_ © of Roy Rayen, but that he may be favoured with that of the Buxeys Neabut 

__ 3 (pay- maſter and deputy) under the Company. He thinles he ſhall be able, with- 
N p out much difficulty, to conciliate matters with Comgar Cawn, Bulwanſing, and 
the other Rajahs of the Prince's party, as they aremoſt of them his friends.” He 

| aſſures the Committee, he highly approves of the intended promotion of Meer 
Coſſim Ally Khan to the Dewannee, and will moſt readily co-operate with him in 

all matters conducive- to the completion of our plan, as the only poſſible 

yu means left to recover the peace and „ e eee ee een eee 
NO A n and ee 5 785 85 
e ee 2 31. 0 1 n ns e J. 2. Holwell. 
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E Gtvernot wrote iy | 
te Company's atvintage: we fall” now have the honour to ac- 


| quite yon'of the ſteps by wich we advariced't6 this point 6f fueceſs. 


«THz Naber vic 16 che Ooveriio? ar Ooftivibizar; We 1 ot of de 


month, ac welt 46 that We" paid fim the nent du) it revurny paed only in 


generar converſation ;/ the 1th, he came here” to talk upon buſineſs. In 
order ro give Him a more clear and full vie of the bad management of hies 
miniſters, by which" His own affairs, as well as the Company's, are reduced 
to ſo dangerou- 4 Kate; and the” inhabitants in generaf t6/ wane" and miſery, 
we Rad prepatet ter letrefs, Which, after à fhort and friendly introduRtion, | 


che Governor delivereck to Hin, and” of” which cron IE bereunte 6 . 


«Taz Nall Keita Hock ede by h denen or the let 


endeavoured more 2 an end te the conference” than to propoſe a remedy 


„ the evils: we, howev ; er, prevailed on Him to ſend for His dinner to Mo- 
raudbag, and, in a manner, inſiſted on his coming to ſome determination 
for the immediate reform of his government. At length he confeſſed him- 
ſelf, through age and grief, in capable of ſtruggling againſt fo many dif- 
culties : he Wet time to confult with his friends. We told him, the men 
with whom he had lately adviſed were fot his friends, But his greateſt ene. 


mies; that his returning again in the midſt of them, would only de the 


meant of augmenting his difficulties; that he'had much better take the aſſiſt - 
ance of one from among his relations; on wWllöſe true attachment and fidelity | 
ne miglit more ſafely rely ; he named five of fix, and among them Comm 
We afked him whith of thar number was tie mot proper to 
aſſiſt im in his preſent exigencies: he replied, wirhout any hefitation, That 
Coflitn Ally Klan was the moſt proper ;* "nevertheleſs, ic was with the utmoſt 
difficulty we could prevail on him to ſend for him; and fo vey late, that 
before Coffin Ally Khan could arrive, the old Nabob was ſo extremely fa- 
ti igued; and in ſuch a ſtate of anxiety, that we could not refuſe his return 
home to take his reſt. We were convinced indeed, that it vould be to no 


1 | | X „„ purpoſe 


nexed; Under No. 2, 2, bd g. eee 


= 


184 Mer Jaryrirn (DeyosÞD{ 
purpoſe to keep him; for ſuch was the jealouſy he diſcovered with reſpect 
to Coſſim Ally Khan, that we ſaw he never would conſent, without ſome 
fort of force, to give the other the means of reſtoring order to his affairs. 
An hour or two after the Nabob's departure, Coſſim Ally Khan arrived, and 
ſeemed to be extremely apprehenſive, that the Nabob, inſtead of intruſting 
him with the management of affairs, would endeavour by ſome means or 
other to get rid of him. We agreed therefore in opinion with him, that he 
ſhould not go to the Nabob's houſe, until meaſures were taken for his ſe- 
curity: we reſolved, however, to give the Nabob the next day (the 19th) 
to reflect upon the letters before mentioned, in hopes he would propoſe ſome 
means of regulation. We heard nothing from him all day, but found by 
our intelligence, that he had been in council with his old adviſers, Keneram, 
Moonital, and Checon, whoſe advice, we were ſure, would be contrary to 
the welfare of the country in general, and that of the Company in particular. 
We determined therefore to act immediately upon the Nabob's fears. There 
could not be a better opportunity, than the night of the 1 gth. afforded, it 
being the. concluſion of the Gentoo feaſt, when all the princi ipal people of 
that caſt would be pretty well fatigued with their ceremonies. .” We deter- 
mined therefore, that Colonel Caillaud, with the two companies of military, 


and fix companies of ſeapoys, ſhould croſs the river between three and four 


in the morning, and, having joined Coſſim Ally Khan and his people, march 
to the Nabob's palace, and ſurround it juſt at day- break. Being extremely 
deſirous of preventing any diſturbance or bloodſhed, Goyernor Vanſittart 
wrote a letter to the Nabob (the tranſlation of which is annexed, No. 4.) 
and delivered it to the Colonel, to ſend in to him at ſuch time as he ſhould 
think moſt expedient ; meaſures were at the ſame time taken for ſeizing the 
| perſons of Keneram, Moonital, and Checon ; ; our intention being only to 
remove thoſe three unworthy miniſters, and place, Coſſim Ally Khan, in the 
full management of all the affairs, in quality of deputy and ſucceſſor to the 
-Nabob.—The Governor remained at Moradbag, in readineſs to pay a viſit 
of congratulation to the Durbar, as ſoon as the point ſhould be-ſettled. 
Tut neceſſary preparations being accordingly made with all care and 
ſecrecy poſſible, the Colonel embarked with the troops, joined Coflim Ally 
Khan without the leaſt alarm, and marched into the court- yard of the palace, 
juſt at the proper inſtant; the gates of the inner court being ſhut, the Colonel 
formed his men n without, and then ſent the Governor s letter to the Nabob, 
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| Als ar Et in a great rage; and long threatened he would ct; . 
fiſtance he could, and take his fate. The Colonel forbore all hoſtilities; and 
ſeveral meſſages paſſed, by the means of Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Luſhington, 
whoſe ſervices on this occaſion deſerve notice The affair remained in this 
doubrful ſtate about two hours, when the Nabob, finding his perſiſting was to 
no purpoſe, ſent a meſſage to Coſſim Ally Khan, informing him, he was ready 
to ſend himithe ſeals, and all the enſigns of dignity, provided he would agree 
to take the whole charge of the government upon him, to diſcharge all 'the ar- 
rears due to the troops, to pay the vſual revenues to the King, to ſave his 
life and his honòôur, and to give him an allowance ſufficient for his mainte- 
nance. All theſe conditions being agreed to, Coſſim Ally Khan was pro- 
claimed; and tlie old Nabob came aut to the Colonel, declaring, that he 
depended upon him for his life: and the troops then took poſſeſſion of all tne 
gates, and notice was ſent to the Governor, who came immediately; and the old 
Nabob met him in the gateway, aſking; If his perſom was ſafe? which ſeemed 
now to be all his concern. The Governor told him, not only his perſon was 
ſafe, but his government too, if he pleaſed, of which it never was intended to 
deprive him. The Nabob anſwered, That he had nothing more to buſy him 
at the city; that he ſhould be in continual danger from Coſſim Ally Khan; 
and that if he was permitted to go and live in Calcutta, he ſhould be ex- 
tremely happy and contented· Though we could not help lamenting his ſud- 
den fall, we were not ſorry for this propoſal, as affairs will, doubtleſs, be 
better managed without him, and the advantages ſtipulated for the Company 
be obtained without the leaſt difficulty or delay. Coſſim Ally Khan was 
"accordingly ſeated on the throne, and we paid him our. congratulations: in 
the” uſual” form: all the jemmitdaars, merchants, and others, reſiding N . 
in the city, came immediately, and made their acknowledgments to . 
the new Soubah; and in the evening every thing was as perfectly. quiet 
as if there had been no change. The people in general ſeem much pleaſed 
with this revolution, and we are particularly happy in its being brought about 
without the leaſt diſturbance in the town, or a drop of blood ſpilt. 
Tut advantages to the Company are great indeed. The grants of the coun - 
tries of Burdwan, and Midnapore, and Chittigon, we ſhall receive immediately, 
as well as that for half of the chunam“ already produced at Silket — very 


5 Lime made of ſhells, which the natives eat wich their beetle. The This name is given to 
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ſevere order has e forbidding all the ſerafs (bankers) and mers. 
chants to refuſe the Caleutta ficeas, (filver rupees) or to alk apy batta (enchange) 
on them. A fupply of money will de ſeat with the Colonel, for the payment of 
the troops at Patna, art we have even ſome hopes of obtaining three or four 
lack *beſitles, to ſend down 10 Caleutta, to help out the Company in their 
preſent occaſions there, and at Madraſa. The former balance is to be Paid 

monthly, ene to the ol * Riſtbuncy TEE 1 warmen ta 
be made). | 

We are the more pleaſed with this md event at chis time, when che 
approach of peace in Europe gives us reaſon to fear the other European na- 

tions will find leiſure to diſturb us here. We ſhall now have ſtrong reſources 
within ourſelves, and an ally, whaſe attachment to the Company may be 

relied on. The old Nabob tould by no means be depended. on for ſuch an 
occaſion ; both his means and deſire of ſupporting us were very e as 
his behaviour in the Dutch troubles eyinced. - + 

Tus old Nabob did not think himſelf fafe even for one 1 0 in us city. | 
Coffin Ally Khan fupplied him with boats, and gave him leave to take away 
as many of his family as he deſired, and a reafonable quantity of cloaths and 
jewels. We furniſhed him with a ſtrong eſcort of Europeans and ſeapoys, 
and intended to lodge him at Herogil ; but he would not truſt himſelf there, 
and begged he might ſleep in his boats aloſt to Moradbag, which he did ac 
cordingly. We ſhall take care that Coſſim Ally Khan provides every thing 
that is convenient and handſome for him and his family, and ſettles upon him 
a fufficient allowance for his maintenance, and then diſpatch him with a 
ſtrong eſcort to Calcutta. You will pleaſe to provide two houſes for his re- 
ception; there are two belonging to Sooberam Byſack and Rauſberry Seat, 
which the Ray Rayen occupied, when he was in Calcutta; if theſe can be 
had, we judge they will anſwer wel. 

His legitimate wife, called the Begum, mother of the 1 Chuta Na- 
bob, and of Coſſim Ally Khan's wife, refuſed, to accompany the old Na- 
bob, with whom, ſhe ſays, the has not been in good harmony for a long 
time paſt; that ſhe is extremely glad th: eme is put into ſuch | 
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4 hands; and thae the lan live much happier with her aher and 
ſon-in-law, 
Tut old Nabob is now dert 2 and bend to be bach to che 9 


of # power, which he owns to have been rather 'a burthen than a pleafure, _ 


and too much for his abilities to manage, ſince the death of his ſon 5 and the 
enjoyment of the reſt of his days in ſecurity, Under the 75 e dens 
to o be the chief omen of His ard S491 | 


No, 1 12 Tran of an Ares e, FR „ Nabeh Jafie Aly me „ 
e. Governor, A. "or OY 0 | 


Wars! 1 was at Madraſs, Colonel eee to me on the 
ſtate of affairs in this country, and told me, that whenever he qe 
this country to return to Europe, he would procure my appointment to the 
government. The friendſhip and eonnections between your Excellency and 
the Colonel are well known to me, and I hoped to have found all affairs car- 
ried on entirely according to the treaty; but-what 1 obſerved 4pon my — 
I hall now lay before you particularly. 
1ſt, The Engliſh forces who are employed in your Garvice, and in the - 
port of your government at Patna, are kept without their pay. 

| 2dly, The forces which are ſtationed in thoſe parts, are diſcontented, and 
diſaffected to the. ſervice, for want of pay. - 15 

Idly, The ſeapoys at Muxadabad had ſurrounded the palace in a tema 
tuous manner, for the arrears of their pay, and endangered your life : How 
deeply I was affected cannot be 8 God is virneſs of what [ felt your 
that occaſion, 

4thly, I plainly perceived, . the miniſters of this court, from their 
covetouſneſs and baſe diſpoſitions, had ſet aſide all juſtice, were plundering the 
poor without cauſe, and doing what they pleaſed, nor even wichholding:theit 
hands from the lives of the people, deſtroying the ſubjedts, and bringing ruin 
and deſolation on the country. 

. 5thly, The ſcarcity of proviſions, &c. is fo great as was never before knowt! 
in this country, inſomuch that the people of all degrees are in the greateſt 
diſtreſs.—This can be owing to no other . than the bad an of 
your miniſters. 


6thly,. 


_ 


© 
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Sthly, Fomnnady,. at; the deſire oſ the Engliſh, Company, a mint was. 
eſtabliſhed in Calcutta; and it was your order, that the ficcas of Calcutta, 
of the ſame weight and fineneſs. with the ſiccas of Muxadabad, ſhould paſs 
for equal value. Notwithſtanding your directions for enforcing this grant, 
the officers of the King's province have not ſuffered hen to paſs but re- 
quire and inſiſt on exchange on the ſiccas. 0 
Ithly, The war with the Sha Zaddah till continues : notwithſtanding, he 

ſums expended, and the endeavours of the Engliſh forces, this affair is yet 
no nearer to a concluſion than the firſt day; no part of the ſoubahſhip of Patna | 
(except the city) remains in your ' poſſeſſion; all the lands and. villages are 
in a ſtate of ruin; and the Zemindars (land-holders) in every place are 
ready to join the Sha Zaddah's army, as appears from the letter to me to 
this purpoſe from Beerboen. From theſe circumſtances it evidently appears 
to me, that all theſe difficulties came to paſs after the death of your ſon, the 
late Chuta Nabob; from which time your miniſters regarding only their 
own intereſt, neglect the good of the country, and the welfare of the ſubjects, 
and employ themſelves in oppreſſing the poor, in rapine, violence, injuſtice, 
and iniquity.— When I ſaw the affairs of the government in the hands of 
ſuch faithleſs and unworthy. men, and every thing tending ſtill farther to ruin, 
I lifted up my eyes to Heaven, and bewailed my ſtrange fate, that Providence 
ſhould ſend me into this country at ſuch a time, and in the midſt of ſuch ca- 
lamities; when the dignity of the Nabob, the reputation of the Company, 
and the proſperity of the country, are almoſt expired. After long conſidera - 
tion, I concluded I would make one vigorous trial immediately to remedy all 
theſe eyils, hoping, by God's aſſiſtance, to ſurmount all difficulties : for this 
reaſon, I am come with great joy into your e and am happy in Paying 
you my mm 


BM - 


N 0. 2. Tranſlation _ an Addreſs preſented to the Natob Jaſier All ly Khan * 
ee _ the Governor, dated the 18th October. 


Tu. miniſters that are We your perſon, and who tranſact your es, 
are people that are ever wavering and changeable in their councils, as is 


evident from the directions you * ſent me. Lou alſo ſent me word 
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17 Nabob Coflim Ally Khan and the Ray Rayen, that the buſineſs of the 
moſt conſequence was to get Maha Rajahbullub down from Patna: I therefore, 
agteeable to your deſire, wrote to Mr. Amyatt to ſend him down. God 
only knows what counſel your miniſters gave, that the order was deferred 
being ſent; but that is the true cauſe of the troubles now at Patna. It is a 
known maxim, that a government where the councils change e ys. cannot 
be well e = | 


No o. 3. = aan of a Latter at to -the Nabob Jaſfer Als Khan, h the 
9 be iN CI dated the 18th OFober, 17 60. . | 


HE 8 affairs, fot the ae of hich 1 hate mite on you, 

I ſubmitted to your conſideration in a ſeparate addreſs, containing ſeven 
articles; now that I am here, is the time for opening the door of the difficul- 
ties therein mentioned, which is only to be effected by the key of your en- 
lightened wiſdom, If this opportunity be loſt, another will hardly occur, 
when we can meet together ſo conveniently. Beſides the particulars which I 
have taken notice of, and the payment of arrears due to the Engliſh troops, and 
thoſe of the government, it is neceſſary to make a large proviſion for future 
exigencies.—You have already given in pledge, jewels for a large amount, 
to be diſcharged by different payments, agreed and ſigned to, in your hand; 
how this ſum is to be paid, unleſs the country is ſettled, I don't Perceive. 
The pay allowed for the Engliſh army has been limited to one lack of rupees 
per month ; as the diſturbances in the country have increaſed every day, for 
that reaſon large ſums have been expended in bringing ſoldiers from Europe 
and Madraſs, and in raiſing ſeapoys: on this account a lack of rupees is by 
no means ſufficient, Let your Excellency duly reflect, that your own ſea- 
poys, in the time of extremity, preferring their own ſafety, have joined with 
the forces of the enemy; and the Engliſh forces, devoted entirely to your 
ſervice, and the deſtruction of your enemies, never were guilty of ſuch a con- 
duct, nor ever will; and, by the bleſſing of God, wherever the Engliſh ſtand- 
ard has been fixed, they have always proved victorious. Upon this account, 
it is by no means becoming your wiſdom to neglect ſuch brave men, or to 
deny them their due rewards, It is neceſſary, that for this buſineſs your Excel- 
lency 
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tency grant the Company ſome certain lands, fofficient e Wis e Mite of 


the pay of the troops, the expences of the attiblery, and the proviſions of ſtores, 
Kc. that, without amy trouble to yourſdlf; all their charges may be defrayed, 
from the produce of theſe” lands, and our arms always ready to be employed in 
your ſervice ; otherwiſe F moft ſubmit to neceffity. My concern for my ho- 
nour wilt not ſuffer me to be unmoved at the Company's toſs ; but I muſt 
| ſeek ſome expedient for promoting the intereſt of the Company, and removing 
the evils they are oppreſſed with; and thoſe expedients muſt be adopted : but 
if your affliction for the death of your ſon has taken that hold upon your mind, 
that you cannot attend to the remedying ſuch great difficulties, it is proper that 
you appoint ſome capable perſon from amongſt your children, in the place and 
dignity of your ſaid ſon, the Nabob Naſir oo! Moolk, who may take charge 
of all theſe affairs, regulate the buſineſt of the country, and remove all theſe 
- difficulties; that your Excellency, freed: from all the troubles and fatigues of 
the tranſactions, may remain without care, and the 1 of Pe 3% 


SPIT: the whole, e | | 


No 4 Tray of: a, —.— 2 the Governor to the N 6b, dated al te I 10 
Kune 4 night. NE”. 


HAVE been waiting all this day, i in expectation that you would” have ſet- 
tled ſome of the weighty and urgent affairs, upon which I yeſterday con- 
ferred with you, and that you would have acquainted me. with your deter- 
- mination; but you have not favoured me with any anſwer concerning them; 
from henge it plainly appears, that as long as thoſe evil counſellors remain 
about your perſon, whatſoever I may repreſent, to you for your proſperity and 
welfare, and the good of this country, will have no effect. The folly of 
| theſe people will ſoon. deprive you of your government,. and'prove the ruin, 
likewiſe, of the Company's affairs: J have judged it improper, that ſuch evils 
and diſgrace ſhould be brought upon us, for the ſake of. two or three men; ; 
for this reaſon I have ſent Colonel Caillaud, with forces, to wait upon you ; 
when the ſaid Colonel arrives, he will expel thoſe bad counſellors, and 
place your affairs in a proper ſtate. - I will-ſhortly follow. Let not your Ex- 
cellency be under any apprehenſions, but chearfully receive the Colonel; and 
ge orders to your men, that they make no diſturbances, nor raiſe tumults 
in 
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and welfare. Look upon me as your ſincere well-wiſner, and remain 

ſatisfied. woos | i C8 = r 
a 


Agreed, we write e the following Letter to the Prefdent, and Colonel 
el Caillaud. , 


«GENTLEMEN, 5 
00 WE have been honoured with your favour of the 21ſt, and one from 
the Preſident of the 2oth inſtant, by which we have been informed 


of the great ſucceſs that has attended your operations: we muſt congratulate 


you on your having amply effected the intended purpoſes, without the ef- 
fuſion of blood, or any diſturbance; and, are highly pleaſed to find the Na- 


bob ſo well reconciled to his preſent ſituation. We doubt not but what has 
been ſo well begun, will be concluded for the benefit and advantage of the 


Company ; and that the affairs of the government Ih" in future, be 25 on 
a ſecure and proper footing. 


« WIE have given the neceſſary di 180 for the reception and accom- 


modation of the old Nabob, whenever he arrives in Calcutta. 
« A Few days, we flatter ourſelves, will bring this matter to a concluſion; 
and that we ſhall, very ſhortly, have the — of the * A 


with us. 
W. Ellis, 


5 ; EO h WV m. B. r 


Fort William, 8th Ra a 


Ac a Conſultation ; ; Preſent, 


The Honourable Henry Vanſittart, Eſq; Troops 
William Ellis, Eſq; 
William B. Sumner, Eſq; 
Harry Verelſt, Eſq; 
Harry Smith, Eſq; 
Samuel Waller, Eſq; | | 
/ Culling Smith, Eſq; 1 
William M' Gwire, Eſq; indiſpoſed.” 
Y 


in the elty. 1 — declare, that I have no other view but your good 


1 Myra Area DxrosuD, 


Ma. Vetelit t delivers in his opinion, upon the meaſures r eur by, I 
led. Committee, as follows: | 

Ma. Verelſt begs leave to ire That the Board had been, till now, 
kept entirely ignorant of the proceedings of the ſelect Committee, relating 
to the preſent revolution, and their motives for it; he therefore cannot pre- 
tend to judge how far ſuch a ſtep was neceſſary; but thinks, that on an affair of 
ſuch immediate conſequence to the Company's eſtates in theſe parts, the moſt 
mature conſideration of the whole Board ſhould have been firſt had; that a 
treaty, executed in the moſt ſolemn manner, ſubſiſted between Meer Jaffier 
and us; the moſt faithful adherence to which, as well as all other our en- 
gagements, has preſerved that influence and power we have maintained ever 
ſince the re-capture of Calcutta; a ſteadineſs to which treaty made the Bri- 
tiſn admired, nay, even courted, by every Prince throughout thoſe pro- 
vinces, and has ever been fatal to the Prince apparent. of the empire, and 
many other diſturbers, who have hitherto weakly endeavouted to engage us 
to break through thoſe ſolemn ties we were ſworn to. As this ſudden change 
muſt alarm every one, to find us ſo unexpectedly breaking through all our 
engagements, which were ſo public, reputable, and to the honour. of the 
nation, he cannot be blamed, as a member of this Board, for . exprefling | 
his diſſatisfaction at being made a cypher of, in ſo critical a concern. 

Ma. Smith begs leave to obſerve, he is of the ſame opinion with Mr. Ve- 
relſt. 

Tus Preſident begs leave to remark upon the foregoing minutes, That 
though Mr. Verelſt and Mr. Smith might, without the leaſt preſumption, 
think that they, and the reſt of the gentlemen of the Committee, ought to 
have been conſulted upon an affair of ſo much importance, before it was car- 
ried into execution, yet, their venturing to condemn, or approve, before 
they know the nature of the engagements entered into, the reaſon why, or 
the manner in which, the whole was conducted, ſeems rather premature, eſpe- 
cially as they had an opportunity of ſo ſoon making themſelves competent 
Judges ; the whole being now ordered to be laid before the Board, as men- 
tioned in the former part of theſe minutes : the reaſon why the whole Council 
was not before informed, was, that it was an affair that abſolutely required 
ſecrecy, and it is expreſsly for the conduct of ſuch affairs, that the honour- 
able the Court of Directors has thought proper to appoint a ſelect Committee: 
to the ſecrecy which was obſerved, may, in great meaſure, be attributed the 

"of ſpeedy 
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diſturbance, and loſs of blood. 


Monday. 8 I Fort Williaw, oth November 1760. 
| At a Conſultation; Prefen, © 


The Honourable Henry Vanſittart, Eſq; Preſident, 
William Ellis, Eſq; 
William B. Sumner, Eſq; 
William M' Gwire, Eſq; 
Harry Verelſt, Eſq; 
OT Smith, Eſq; 


A Memorial, ſetting forth the Cauſe of the late Change in the ud of 
Bengal. 


Tur E. Nabob, Jaffier Ally Khan, was of a temper extremely en 

and avaricious, at the ſame time very indolent; and, the people about 
him being either abject ſlaves and flatterers, or elſe the baſe inſtruments of 
his vices, there was no chance of having the affairs of the government pro- 
perly conducted but by their removal: he attributed all the ill ſucceſs of - 
his affairs to imaginary plots and contrivances, and ſacrificed lives, without 
mercy, to the exceſs of his jealouſy : numberleſs are the inſtances of men, 
of all. degrees, whoſe blood he has ſpilt without the leaſt aſſigned reaſon. 


To learn the names and circumſtances of all theſe ſufferers, would be a work 


of time; but ſome of the moſt ſtriking examples are theſe following: 
Coja Hvuppes, the firſt Buxey, (paymaſter) firft baniſhed for a pretended 


conſpiracy againſt the Nabob's life, and afterwards cut off at © Shahbad, in his 
march out of the province. 


Mix Caziu, the ſecond Buxey, invited by the Chuta Nabob to his bees 


and, after having received from him unuſual marks of affection, aſſaſſinated 


at the gates of the palace. 


ABDEEL OLtuB Cawn, murdered at the Kiknu:1 in the month of March 
1760, by ſome of the Hircarras belonging to Checon, who waylaid him for | 


that purpoſe, by the Nabob's orders. 
Yar Manmvp, formerly in great favour with the n e Dowla, 
Zo and 
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ſpeedy and eaſy ſucceſs which attended the execution, and the preventing a | 
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amd ſince Draga of the Emarut, ſlain in the ade of the ms Nabob, | 
in the month of April 1760. | ALS, 
Gass ETA BeoumM, widow of the Nabob Shehanvwe Jung ; 

Ou Brouu, mother to the Nabob Surajah Dowla; _ 

Mvuzapo DowLa, the ſon of Padſha Coolly Cawn, adopted by Shehanzut 
Jung : 

Lurren NissA "IH, widow of the Nabob, Surajah Dowla; 

Hex infant, daughter of Suraj ah Dowla. 

Tus five unhappy ſufferers, mentioned laſt, periſhed all in one night at 
Dacca, about the month of June 1760 ; where they had been detained pri- 
ſoners ſince the acceſſion of Meer Jaffier to the Soubahſhip ; a perwannah (or- 
der) was ſent to Jaſſaret Cawn, the Naib of Dacca, to put to death all the 
ſurvivors of the family of the Nabobs Aliverdee Cawn, Shehamut Jung, and 
Surajah Dowla; but, upon his declining to obey ſo cruel an order, the meſ- 
| ſenger, who had private inſtructions to execute this tragedy, in caſe of the 
other's refuſal, took them from the place of their confinement, and, having 
carried them out at midnight upon the river, drowned them, with about 
twenty women of inferior note, and attendants. . What became of Alivherde 
Cawn's widow, is uncertain ; it being reported by many, that the eſcaped the 

Mate of the reſt of her family, 

'ExzcvTions of this kind had made the Nabob the dread, or the deteſta- 
tian of all good men; and he neceſſarily became a prey to the people of mean 
extraction, and abject diſpoſitions; who, knowing that a government ſo ma- 
naged could not ſtand long, ſought only to make themſelves rich, By op- 
preſſions of all ſorts, upon the country and inhabitants. To the heavy taxes 
laid by them on the markets, is aſcribed the preſent unuſual ſcarcity and 
dearneſs of proviſions at the city, the capital of a country, once eſteemed the 


moſt plentiful in the world. 
Tux perſons who have had the chief ſhares in this bad management are, 


Keenooram, Monilol, and Checon, all of low birth ; and the two firſt, the 
menial ſervants of Meer Jaffier, before he came to the ſoubahſhip : theſe .- 
manage, ſo as to engage him continually in idle amuſements ; keep- 
ing him, by that means, in utter ignorance of his affairs, and in a ſtate of 
indifference as to their ſucceſs. No money came into his treaſury at the 
fame time ; nothing was paid to his army; inſomuch that his troops mu- 


 tinied, and ſurrounded his palace in a tumultuous manner, threatening to 
take 
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* away his life; which they would certainly have done, had not his ſon-in-_ e 
law, the preſent Nabob, Coſſim Ally Khan, become anſwerable, and paid them 
a very large ſum out of his own treaſury: this happened laſt June; and, though, | 

the imminent, danger with which his perſon was threatened. on this ga- 
ſion, awakened him for a moment, no ſooner was it removed again to a diſtance, 
than he fell back into the lethargy which had fo long poſſeſſed him. The 
ſame unworthy miniſters remained till his only counſellors, and continued 

in the management of his affairs to the laſt day of his adminiſtration, which 

he left in ſo confuſed and impoveriſhed a ſtate, that, in all human appearance, 

another month could hardly have run through before he would have been - _ - 
cut off by his own ſeapoys, and the city become a ſcene of plunder and diſ- 

order; the Nabob having made no further proviſion for the payment of the 
long arrears due to his people, after Coſſim Ally Khan had freed him from 

his former extremity. This danger he could not but foreſee, and more than 
once declared his apprehenſions, yet had not the power to exert the . 
means for preventing it, but ſunk the deeper into dejection. 
Bzxstpzs this inteſtine danger to which the government was expoſed, two 
armies were in the field, and waiting only the fair weather to advance with 
the Prince towards Patna, and the Beerboom Rajah towards Meerſhudabad,. ; 
the ' capital. —The Rajahs of Biſſenpoor Ramgur, and the other countries 
bordering upon the mountains, were ready to ſhake off. their dependence, 
and had already afforded conſiderable ſupplies to the Beerboom Rajah ; the 
Rajah of Curruckpoor had committed open hoſtilities, and taken poſſeſſion 
of all the country about Boglepoor, which entirely ſtopped the communica- \ 
tion between the two provinces on that ſide of the river. In a word, the whole | 
country ſeemed ripe for an univerſal revolt, thoſe parts only excepted, whoſe 
natural weakneſs, or neighbourhood with the city, intimidated them from 
taking up arms. To encounter all theſe difficulties, there was nothing but 
troops without pay, from whom therefore no great efforts could be expected; 
of this a very recent inſtance occurs, in the detachment which was ordered 
againſt the Beerboom' Rajah, three months before the Nabob's abdication, | 
but never advanced more than three coſe from the city; in * ſituation 8 5 
they continued upon my arrival there. _—_ A 
ALL who are now in Bengal, and acquainted with the 1 of he 
government, will bear witneſs, that this is a true deſcription of facts; and 

all who are convinced of the facts, will certainly agree, that affairs were at 
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vourites without ſome degree of violence, T brought with me a detachment 


of Europeans and ſeapoys, under pretence of ending chem with Colonel 


Caillaud, to reinforce the army at Patna. 
I arrIveD with the Colonel at Coffimbuzar, the 14th of Otober, and the 
next day the Nabob paid us a viſit; the r6th we went to the city, and re- 


turned the vifit; on the 18th, the Nabob came to Moradbaug, by appoint- 
ment, to talk upon buſinefs. In the converſation which I had with him in 


the two former meetings, I had taken occaſion to repreſent to him, in general 


terms, the bad management of his miniſters, the miſeries and univerſal diſ-- 


affection of the country, and the deſperate ſtate of his, as well as the Com- 
pany”s, affairs: in order to give him a more full and clear view of the evils 
brought on through the weakneſs of his adminiſtration, and to point out the 
means of their removal, I had prepared three letters, which, after a ſhort 


and friendly introduction, I delivered to him, of which tranſlations are here- 8 


unto annexed, under No. 1, 2, and 3. 

Tun Nabob ſeemed much affected by the peruſal of the W but endea- 
- voured more to put an end to the conference than to propoſe a remedy to 
the evils. I however prevailed on him to ſend for his dinner to Moradbaug, 
and in a manner inſiſted on his coming to ſome determination for the imme- 


diate reform of the government; at length he confeſſed himſelf, through age, 


and grief for the late lofs of his fon, incapable alone of ftruggling againſt 
fo many difficulties. —He defired he might have time to conſult with his 
friends; I told him, the men, with whom he had lately adviſed, were not his 
friends, but his greateſt enemies ; that his returning again in the midſt of 


them would only be the means of augmenting his difficulties ; that he had 
much'better take the aſſiſtance of one from amongſt his relations, on whoſe 


true attachment and fidelity he might more ſafely rely. He named five or ſix, 
and amongſt them Coſſim Ally Khan: I aſked him which of that number 


was moſt fit to aſſiſt him in his preſent exigencies; he replied, without he- 


fitatton, That Coſſim Ally Khan was the moſt proper; nevertheleſs, it was 


my that before Coſſim Ally Khan could arrive, the old Nabob was ſo ex- 


$ 


tremely 


an extremity no longer to be negleBted, without tmanifeſt danger of having 
the province over-run, and the trade entirely ruined : I was reſolved, thete- 
fore, to uſe my utmoſt endeavours to get theſe bad miniſters removed: and, 
judging it might be difficult to prevail on the Nabob to part with his fa- 


with the utmoſt difficulty I could prevail on him to ſend for him, and ſo very 


. — —oI_— 
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n aud in Boch ea ühte off Wxiety,. cher L could dot refuſe. his 5 
return home to take his reſt; I was convinced indeed that it was to u pur- 


poſe to detain him; for ſuch was the jealouſy he diſcovered with reſpect to 


Coſſim Ally Khan, chat I ſaw he never would conſent, without ſome ſort of 
force, to give the other the means of reſtoring order to his affairs. An hour. 
or two after the 'Nabob's departure, Coſſim Ally Khan arrived, and ſeemed. 
to be extremely apprehenſive that the Nabob, inſtead of truſting him with 
the management of his affairs, would endeavour, by ſome means or other, to 


get rid of him; I agreed therefore in opinion with him, that he ſhould not 


go to the Nabob's houſt until meaſures were taken for his ſecurity : we re- 
ſolved however to give the Nabob the next. day (the 19th) to reflect upon 
the letters before- mentioned, in hopes that he would propoſe ſome meafures; 


of regulation.—I heard nothing from him all day, but found, by my intel- 


- ligence, that he had been in council with his old adviſers Keenooram, Mo- 


nilol, and Checon, whoſe advice I was ſure would be contrary to the welfare 


of the country in general, and that of the Company in particular. I deter- 


mined, therefore, to act immediately on the Nabob's fears: there could not 
be a better opportunity than that the night of the 19th afforded, it being the 
concluſion of the Gentoo feaſt, when all the principal people of that caſt 
would be pretty well fatigued with their ceremonies; accordingly I agreed 
with Colonel Caillaud that he ſhould croſs the river with the detachment be- 


tween three and four in the morning, and, having joined Coſſim Ally Khan, 


and his people, march to the Nabob's palace, and ſurround it juſt at day- 
break. Being extremely deſirous to prevent any diſturbance or bloodſhed, I 
wrote a letter to the Nabob, a tranſlation of which is annexed, No. 4. and 
delivered it to the Colonel, to ſend in to him at ſuch a time as he ſhould think 
moſt expedient : meaſures were taken at the ſame time for ſeizing the per- 
ſons of Keenooram, Monilol, and Checon; my intention being only to re- 


move thoſe three unworthy miniſters, and to place Coſſim Ally Khan in the 


full management of all the affairs, in quality of deputy and ſucceſſor to the 
Nabob. The neceſſary preparations being accordingly made, with all the care 
and ſecrecy poſſible, the Colonel embarked with the troops, joined Coſſim 
Ally Khan without the leaſt alarm, and marched. into the court-yard of the 


palace juſt at the proper inſtant; the gates of the inner court being ſhut, the 


— 


Colonel formed his men without, and ſent my letter to the Nabob, who was 


at firſt 1 in a great rage, and long threatened he would make what reſiſtance 
he 


MT 
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ne codld, anditake his fate: che Colonel forbore all hoſtilities, and ſeveral | 


meſſages paſſed between him and the Nabob. The affair remained in this 
doubtful ſtate about two hours, when the Nabob, finding his perſiſting was 
to no purpoſe, ſent a meſſage to Coſſim Ally Khan, | informing him he was: 
ready to ſend him the ſeals, and all the enſigns of dignity, provided he 
vould agree to take the whole charge of the government upon him, to 

diſcharge all the arrears due to the troops, to pay the uſual revenues. 
to the King, to fave his life and honour, and give him an allowance 
ſufficient for his maintenance. All theſe conditions being agreed to, 
Coſſim Ally Khan was proclaimed, and the old Nabob. came out to. 
the Colonel, declaring that he depended on him for his. life: the troops 
then took poſſeſſion of all the gates; and notice being ſent. to me, I im- 
. mediately repaired to the palace, and was met by the old Nabob in. the 
gateway; he afked if his perſon was ſafe, which ſeemed now to be all 
his concern; I told him that not only his perſon was ſafe, but his govern- 
ment too, if he pleaſed, of which it was never intended to deprive him; the 


Nabob anſwered, That he had no more buſineſs at the city; that he- ſhould 


de in continual danger from Coſſim Ally Khan; and that if he was permitted 
to go and live in Calcutta, he ſhould be extremely happy and contented. 
Though I could not help lamenting his ſudden: fall, I was not ſorry for this 
propoſal, as I knew affairs would be much better managed without him; and 
his retaining a ſhare in the authority (however ſmall) could not fail to- cauſe 
| fuch perplexities as might prove, in ſo critical and dangerous a juncture, of 
the worſt conſequences to the adminiſtration, Coſſim Ally Khan was accord- 
ingly ſeated on the Muſnud, and J paid him my eongratulations in the uſual 
form; all the Jemautdars (officers) and perſons of diſtinction at the city came 
immediately and made their acknowledgments to-the new Soubah, and in the 
evening every thing was as perfectly quiet as if there had been no change; the 
people in general ſeemed much pleaſed with this revolution, which had this. 
peculiar felicity attending it, that it was brought about without the lan diſ- 
turbance in the town, or a drop of blood ſpilt. 
Tux Nabob did not think himſelf ſafe even for one night in 0 city: Col- 
fim Ally Khan ſupplied him with boats, and permitted him to take away as 
many of his family as he deſired (which he did to about the number of ſixty): 
-with a reaſonable quantity of jewels. I furniſhed him with a ſtrong eſcort 
"of Europeans and ſeapoys, and intended to lodge him at Nezajeel ; but pe 
wo 
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to Moradbaug, which he accordingly did. He continued at Moradbaug the 


days in ſecurity under the Engih, nenn ſeemed to be the chief . of 


his wiſnes. , 
O the morning of ho 22d he ſet out y Calcutta, and arrived * che 


mark of kay due to * former Aer. 
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and 7 ranſattions during bis Reign, 


Fort William, the 8th January, 176 1. 


Thurſday. At a Confulmrian's Preſent, 
| The Honourable Henry Vanſittart, Eſq; Preſident, 
: Peter Amyatt, Eſquire, - 
William Ellis, Eſquire, 
William Brightwell Sumner, Eſquire, 
Harry Smyth, Eſquire, | 
; Culling Smith, Eſquire. | 18 


Mr. Amyatt's Minute concerning the Revolution. 
R. AMYATT takes this opportunity to obſerve, that he is of opinion, 
the reaſons given for depoſing of Jaffier Ally Khan (for he can look upon 
it in no other light) are far from being ſufficient to convi him of breach of 
faith; conſequently, in the eyes of the world, the whole odium of ſuch a pro- 
2 ceeding 


would not truſt himſelf there, and begged he might ſleep i in his boats cloſe 
next day, and in the evening I viſited. him, with Colonel Caillaud, He ap- | 
peared then pretty eaſy, and. reconciled, to the loſs, of a power, which he 


owned to be rather a burthen than a. pleaſure, and too much ſor his abilities 
to manage, ſince the death of his ſon; and the enjoyment of the reſt of his 


29th.. He was met by a deputation from the Council, and treated with every 


Opinions on the Revolution i in favour of Cofim Ally Khan. "Ei cad 15 
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ceeding muſt fall upon burſelves. The cruelties of which he is aceuſed, 


muſt, to a civilized" government, appear ſhocking ; but in deſpotic ones, 
there are none entirely free from inftances of this kind, as their own fears and 


jealoufies are ever prompting them to ſueh unwarrantable actions; and it is 


well known, that the preſent Nabob has already fallen into the ſame ſeveri- 


ties, as likewiſe, that he his ſhewn marks of favour to thoſe miniſters, who, 


| we are told, © faw with an evil eye tlie influence of the Company, and rea- 
dily ſnatched at any occaſion to reduce it. Meer Jaffier's being confirmed by 


the Court at Dehli in the fouballſhip, was a very valuable conſideration, which 
ought not to have been overlooked, becauſe, whenever that diſtracted ſtate is 
reſtored to peace and tranquillity, he being legally in poſſeſſion of the go- 
vernment, would of courſe be confirmed by the reigning king, without heſita- 
tion; whereas the obtaining ſo great a favour for Coſſim Ally Khan muſt be 
attended with both difficulty and expence. The treaty ſubſiſting between us 
and Coſſim Ally Khan, plainly ſhews, that his ſole aim, at the time of en- 
tering into it, was the ſoubahdarry of Bengal; otherwiſe, how ridiculous was 
it for him to make a promiſe of ceding certain countries to the Company, 


which his poſt of Duan could never have given him the power of executing i ? 


The great advantages expected to accrue from theſe countries, it is feared, 
will prove merely 1 imaginary, as as it 1s. now near three months ſince the revolu- 
tion was effected, and yet, ſo far from any appearance of extricating ourſelves. 


from the difficulties, as expected, we are involved in freſh troubles every day; 


which will not appear ſtrange, when we caſt our eyes upon the perſon we have 
raiſed to the Muſnud, (throne) whoſe character was never conſpicuous in any 
light till lately, and whoſe treacherous behaviour to his father-in-law leaves us 


very little hope of his attachment to our intereſt; nor indeed can it be expected, 


that he will place any confidence in us, who have aſſiſted to dethrone a man 
we were bound to ſupport by the moſt ſolemn ties, divine and human ; ſuch 
a breach of faith muſt neceſſarily occaſion the loſs of our influence in this 
country, and bereave us of that ſuperiority which our ſteady adherence to our 
promiſe ever gave us over theſe people. For the above reaſons, Mr. Amyatt 
diſſents to the whole tranſaction; and further declares, That he never was 
conſulted nor adviſed with concerning, it, nor did he know that it was even 
intended, till public report had informed him of 1 its execution. 
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with Mr. Amyatt's, and he Uſicats to it for the ſame reaſons. | © | 
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I. Sr lt! is of the pages opinion likewiſe as Mr. de, as he " 
once already intimated to the Board. : 


11 
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To the Honourable the Seeret Colteines for Affairs of the wants © 
United an g of ee ran of Ee warns oh to the Eaſt . 
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T gives us the greateſt concern to boobliged te to-addreſs- you in een we 
are now under the neceſſity of doing but, as we have publicly declared 
our diſſent from the laſt revolution in the kingdom of Bengal, and expreſſed 
ur entire diſapprobation of the meaſures purſued conſequent thereto, it is 
our duty to acquaint you with our reaſons for having differed in opinion from 
the gentlemen who were accefſaty to that revolution, leſt ill minded people 
ſhould repreſent our oppoſition as a faction, inſtead: of owing its riſe, as i 
really does, to our ſtrift regard to what we think conducive to the honour of 
dur country, and the intereſts of our employers. Had the whole Board been ee 
conſulted, we dare aſſert this meaſure would have been rejected by the ma- ; 
jority; and we humbly refer to you, whether the opinion of every member 
thereof ought not to have been taken by the Preſident, before he ventured 
upon fo bold a ſtep as the ſubverſion of a government. 

You were informed laſt year of the ſurpriſing revolution in be of Mir 
Mahammed-Coflim Ally Khan; Which would neceſſarily be repreſented. in the 
moſt favourable light, by the gentlemen ho pfomoted it. But, whatever 
judgment you may have been led to entertain of the | meaſure from their ac- : 
N we cannot but think you will judge as Ill of it as we do, when 
Z 2 you 


tt 
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you are truly informed of the circumſtances with which it was attended, the 
manner in which it was executed, and the ſteps that have been ſince taken to 
ſupport it: of theſe we will give you #.ſuccin& an account as poſſible. 

Ar a time when there was not the leaſt appearance of a rupture or diſguſt 
bw us and the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khan, on the contrary, a friendſhip 
and harmony ſubſiſted, Mir Coſſim Khan, his ſon-in-law, came down to 
Calcutta, on ſome pretence or other, to viſit Mr. Vanſittart ; and having ſtaid 
a ſhort time, he returned to Moorſhedabad. A few days after Mir Coſſim's 
departure, Mr. Vanſittart went up to Moorſhedabad on the pretence of a viſit 
to the Nabob; Colonel Caillaud, with a party of two hundred Europeans, 
and ſome ſeapoys, attended him, who, to remove the ſuſpicion which ſuch a 
force would have neceſſarily occaſioned, it was pretended were going up to 
Patna to reinforce the army there. When Mr. Vanſittart arrived at. Morad- 
baug, the Nabob paid him two viſits, at the laſt of which Mr. Vanſittart, 
without any previous notice of his intentions, gave him the three letters men- 
tioned in Conſultation of the 10th of November, 1760, of which copies have 


been tranſmitted you. The abruptneſs with which theſe letters were pre- 


ſented him, one cloſe upon the other, and the unexpected propoſals contained 


in them, terrified the Nabob, and he was entirely at a loſs how to act, but 


deſired time to conſider on what was to be done. Mr. Vanſittart ſeeing hls . 
perplexity, ſtrongly inſiſted on his immediately naming. ſome, perſon from 

among his relations to take charge of. the government, and very particularly 
recommended Coflim Ally Khan, who was ſent for, and the Nabob was de- 
ſired to ſtay till he came; but Coſſim Ally Khan delayed ſo long, and the 
Nabob was in ſuch anxiety of mind, and ſo deſirous to be releaſed from the 


viſit, being greatly fatigued, that Mr. Vanſittart was obliged, in order to 


ſave appearances, to ſuffer his departure to the palace, after having detained 
him much longer than was agreeable to his inclination. That night, and the 
day following, paſſed in concerting meaſures with Coſſim Ally Khan, how to 
put in execution the plan before agreed on in Calcutta; a treaty having been 
ſigned for this purpoſe in September 1760, while Coſſim Ally Khan was down 
here. In conſequence of theſe deliberations, our troops clandeſtinely croſſed 
the river the next night, under Colonel Caillaud, and, being joined by Coſſim 


Ally Khan and his party, ſurrounded the Nabob's palace: a letter from Mr. 


Vanſittart was ſent in to the Nabob, demanding his immediate compliance with 
what had been propoſed to him; to Lene the Nabob returned for anſwer, 
—2. 5 That 
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© That ſuch uſage was what he never expected from the Engliſh; that whilſt 
a force Was at his gates he would enter into no Ts 4. and that ĩt Was his 
deſire, our troops might be returned to Moradbaug,” A meſſage was then 


ſent in, informing the Nabob, that if he did not directly comply, they 
ſnould be obliged to ſtorm the palace. Aſtoniſhed and terrified by this me- 


nace, he opened the gates, exclaiming, That he was betrayed; that the 
Engliſh were guilty of perjury and breach of faith; that he perceived their 


_ deſigns againſt his government; that he had friends enough to hazard at leaſt 
one battle in his defence; but, although no oaths were ſacred enough to bind 


the Engliſh, yet, as he had ſworn to be their faithful friend, he would never 


ſwerve from his engagement, and rather ſuffer death than draw his ſword 
againſt them.” So ſuſpicious was he of being ſold, that © he deſired to 
know what ſum of money Coſſim Ally Khan was to give for the goyernment, 
and he would give half as much more to be continued. He hoped, how- 
ever, if they intended to dethrone him, they would not leave him to the 
mercy of his ſon-in-law, from whom he feared the worſt, but rather wiſhed 


they would carry him from the city, and give him a place of ſafety in Cal- 


cutta. This laſt requeſt of the Nabob's, the effect of his fear and deſpair, 
was pe e laid hold of, and conſtrued in the light of a voluntary re- 
ſignation. Accordingly our troops took poſſeſſion of the palace, Meer Coſſim 
Khan was raiſed to the throne, and the old Nabob was hurried into a boat, 
with ſome domeſtics and neceſſaries, and ſent away to Calcutta, in a. manner 


wholly unworthy of the high rank he had ſo lately held, as is alſo me ſcanty 


ſubſiſtence allowed him here by his ſucceſſor. 

Tuvus was Jaffier Ally Khan depoſed, in breach of a treaty bunded upon 
the moſt ſolemn oaths, and in violation of the national faith; a Prince, of 
whoſe friendſhip and attachment you have had many ſignal proofs, in 
whoſe cauſe our arms have, with much honour, been employed, and by a 
firm adherence to whom, the Enghſh had acquired, throughout the whole 


country, ſo univerſal a character of fidelity and conſtancy, that the moſt per- 


fect confidence was placed by the natives in them. 

Tux advantages to be reaped by the Company from the revolution, were, the 
grant of the revenues of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, the payment 
of the balance due from Nabob Jaffier Ally Khan, with a preſent of five lack 
of rupees from Coſſim Ally Khan, towards defraying the expences of the war 
againſt the French on the coaſt of Coromandel. Of theſe Mr. Vanſittart, on 
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his return to Calcutta, acquainted the Board, and at the ſame time, in juſti- 
fication of his proceedings, laid before them a memorial; meh whereof 
were tranſmitted to you by the ſhips of the laſt ſeaſon. 

Tuts memorial is introduced with a lift of crimes laid to aſter Ally Khan 5 

charge, which, to thoſe unacquainted with the eaſtern governments, will ap- 
| pear deſerving of the higheſt reſentment from a civilized nation; yet ſuch is 
the ſtate of politics in every Aſiatic court, that, through the apprehenſions of 
the ſovereign, and the intrigues and artifices of the great men about him, 
inſtances of cruelty and oppreſſion are but too frequent; and even the moſt 
beloved among them, are too much to be taxed with committing, or at leaſt 
conniving at, acts of violence: but it ſhould be conſidered, that many of 
theſe are done by perſons in power without their knowledge; and that, as 
there are no regular puniſhments for criminals of ſtation, and who may be ſo 
powerful, that it would be dangerous proceeding openly againſt them, recourſe 


is often had to the dagger or poiſon to puniſh the guilty. This was the caſe 


in moſt of the inſtances alledged againſt Jaffier Ally Khan; none of which 
ſhew greater proofs of cruelty than that which Coſſim Ally Khan diſcovered, 
when, being in poſſeſſion of the palace, he was defirous of making the firſt act of 
his power the aſſaſſination of Jaffier Ally Khan therein, and was very much 
diſpleaſed, when he found we intended to give him protection at Calcutta. 
Since his acceſſion, we could produce to you numberleſs inſtances of his ex- 
tortions and cruelties, but that it would run us into an exorbitant length; 
and he ſeems to have made the more immediate objects of his ill uſage, thoſe 
who had been the moſt avowed friends of the Engliſh. We ſhall only patti- 
cularize Ramnarain, whom he diſpoſſeſſed of the government of Patna, in which 
it was always thought ſound policy in us to ſupport him, on account of his 
apptoved faith; and he now keeps him in irons till he has been fleeced to 
the utmoſt, when, there is no doubt, he will be diſpatched ; moſt, if not all 
thoſe who eſpouſed the Engliſh intereſt; have been laid under the heavieſt 
contributions, and many have died under the force of the torture to wr 
money from them; others have been either baſely murdered,” or (which is 
common practice amongſt Gentoos) a rake to arr the loſs of ag, have 
made away with themſelves. Ig 

Ir is inſinuated in the memorial, that the Nabob's avarice and Surly l had 
made him the deteſtation of all good men, and that he was in the hands of bad 
miniſters, under whoſe mal- adminiſtration the country was greatly oppreſſed ; 
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we inllance whereof, the ſcarcity of grain at the city is produced, To theſe 
miniſters are aſcribed the great difficulties the Nabob laboured under, for 


want of money to anſwer the expences of the government, and to pay the 


army, rendered mutinous for want of their arrears; beſides which inteſtine dan- 
ger, the provinces were threatened with an invaſion by the Sha Zaddah with a 
powerful army; and ſeveral of the leading men under his government were 
on the point of revolting: to encounter all which there was nothing but a 
diſaffected army. Mr. Vanſittart appeals to every by-ſtander for the truth 
of theſe facts, and of the eminent peril to which the country was expoſed: 
He declares his intentions were only to remove the bad miniſters; for which 
purpoſe he carried up with him the party of Europeans and ſeapoys: He pro- 
ceeds to ſet forth the manner in which the old Nabob was removed from the 
government, and Coſſim Ally Khan raiſed. He ſays, people in general were 
pleaſed with the revolution, and makes a merit of its being effected without 
the leaſt diſturbance in the city, or a drop of blood ſpilt: He concludes, 

with repreſenting the anxiety the Nabob expreſſed to get from the city, 
through fear of Coſſim Ally Khan; and obſerves, that he appeared pretty 
eaſy and reconciled to the loſs of his power, which he owned to be rather a 
burthen than a pleaſure, and too much for his abilities to manage, ſince 
the death of his ſon; and that the enjoyment of the reſt of his days in 
ſecurity; under the * n ſeemed to be the chief 3 of =_ 
wiſhes. 

Ir is very natural for any perſon, who takes an uncommon flow, to JR 

vour to vindicate himfelf by the moſt ſpecious arguments, and the moſt plau-- 
| fible reaſoning he can deviſe, and nothing leſs could be expected from Mr. 
Vanſittart, after having brought about ſo unprecedented a revolution. He 
has told his ſtory with all the aggravations the nature of it would admit; 

notwithſtanding which, we do not imagine the reaſons he has given in ſupport 
of ſo violent a meaſure, will prove ſatisfactory to the world. He takes great 
pains to blacken Meer Jaffier's character, in order to prejudice men's minds. 
againit him, and lays great ſtreſs upon the ſcarcity of grain in the city ; but 

we apprehend Mr. Vanſittart does not judge ſo harſhly from that circumſtance,, 

after what he has himſelf experienced laſt year ; for, notwithſtanding all the 

care we are not to doubt he has taken, grain was never known ſo ſcarce in 


Calcutts before, inſomuch that ene daily periſhed. 


WANT 


D 
1 
1 
of 
1 
= 
1 
4 
be,” 
A 
: 


— 


176 Cos81M ALLY Knan's REIGN. 

Waur of money was the great difficulty the Nabob laboured under; but 
this did not proceed from any fault of his, but from the diſtracted ſtate in 
which the country had been ever ſince. Colonel Clive's departure, ſo that a 
very ſmall part of the revenues came into his treaſury ; the Burdwan and 
Nuddea countries were aſſigned over to the Company for the payment of the 
Nabob's debt; Midnapoor, the frontier to the: ſouth-weſt, was over-run by 
the Mharattas; Beerboon, and other diſtricts, with the province of Purhunea, 
under Kuddum Huſſien Chan, were affected towards the Shah Zaddah, who 
had under contribution the whole province of Bahar, except the city of Patna, 
and a ſmall diſtri around it; Chittagong, the eaſtern barrier, did little 
more than defend itſelf againſt the incurſions of the Muggs, inhabitants of 
Arracan, who uſed every year to come into Bengal for plunder, There re- 
mained only the Dacca province; the diſtricts round Morſhedabad ; the Rad- 
ſhy and Dinagepoor countries, to ſupply the immenſe expence of the war ; 
and here lay the Nabob's diſtreſs, that with one fourth part, if ſo much, of 
the accuſtomed revenues, he was obliged to maintain an army greater than 
any Nabob did before him; and the Engliſh army was not the leaſt conſider- 
able part of the burthen ; for, truſting moſt to them, he paid them firſt, 
which preference was the cauſe of diſcontent to the country troops: and 
though the force we had in the field againſt an enemy whom Colonel Clive 
had but a very ſhort time before drove out of the country, far exceeded thoſe 
the Colonel had with him, yet no material advantage- was gained over them, 
but the country was over-run, and ravaged by them ; and, by frequent marches 
and countermarches, our own armies became as deſtructive as thoſe of the 
invaders. No wonder then at the perilous condition to which Meer Jaffier 
was reduced; to extricate him from which it behoved us to exert our utmoſt 
abilities; inſtead whereof he was treated with the greateſt nere by us, 
and baſely turned out of his government. 

To remove bad counſellors from a Prince is certainly meritorious; but it 
does not ſeem to us that any thing was ever deſigned againſt the Nabob's 
miniſters: on the contrary, that the ſole intention was to diſplace the Nabob 
himſelf, is pretty evident, by the treaty before mentioned, made in Calcutta. 
Had there been the leaſt attempt to convince him in a friendly manner of 
any errors in his adminiſtration, or of the neceſſity of diſmiſſing from his 
preſence thoſe who ill- adviſed him, it is not to be doubted he would have 
hearkened to reaſon. T hat he was not obſtinate againſt good advice, may be 
concluded 
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; concluded from the extraordinary. influence which Colonel Clive had over 


him; in proof whereof we need only call to mind how violently he was in- 


cenſed againſt Rajah Ramnarain, and Roydullub; yet the Colonel, by gentle 
methods, without having recourſe to any. other force than that of perſuaſion, 
perfectly reconciled him to the former, and obtained his permiſſion for the 
latter to reſide at ee. and bring thither with him his family and 


effects. Ar f 


Tu people, i in + a; very * fm beiog pleaſed with the revolution | 


(as alledged in the memorial) were extremely diſſatisfied thereat. Had Coſſim 
Ally Khan been before in eſteem among them, or poſſeſſed any ſhare of in- 


fluence or power, they might perhaps have overlooked the circumſtance of 


his riſe, and a ſeries of popular actions might in time have reconciled them 
to the uſurpation; but he was deſpiſed and diſliked before he came to the 


Muſnud, (throne) and his behaviour ſince, has been ſo oppreſſive and tyran- 


nical, that it could not fail confirming the public hatred of him. 

Tx little diſturbance at Morſhedabad upon the occaſion proceeded from 
the apprehenſions all degrees of people were under from ſo large a force be- 
ing brought into the city in the dead of night; and Jaffier, no way ſuſpi- 
cious of the faith of the Engliſh, had taken no precautions for his own ſe- 
curity: ſuch is the ſuperiority of our arms, and ſo great the dread of our 


forces in this country, that had we gone openly to work, we' ſhould have 


met with little or no difficulty, which renders our having proceeded by ſtealth 
and treachery, the more inexcuſable; and we are truly ſorry to have occaſion 
to obſerve, that the means by which this meaſure was brought about, have 
thrown an indelible ſtain upon our national character, and injured us as much 
in the opinion of the natives, as it has of all the European colonies in this 

part of the world. SR | 
Ir is afferted in the memorial, that Jaffier was eaſy 3 the Toſs 2; 7 
power, which he is ſaid to have owned to have been rather a burthen to him; 
but it is evident, on the contrary, from his declarations ſince, and his letters 
to the Company and Colonel Clive, that he was very unwilling to part with 
his government, and that he greatly regrets the. deprivation of it. He was 
neceſſitated indeed to ſubmit ; and, in hopes of being redreſſed ſome time or 
other by the Company, judging that ſuch a ftep could never be approved of 
at home, he very wiſely choſe, rather than truſt himſelf with his ſon-in-law, 
to wait patiently for that redreſs in ſafety at Calcutta: ſo far he might ap- 
Aa pear 
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Pear reſigned to his fate; yet this can never be conſtrued as an abdication of 

" his government, though it has been nenen, 'endeavourel 1 to alle d the 
world look upon it in that F e 905 

Wr have now laid before you a true account of the vevotatibes The po- 
jectors, perhaps, thought the advantages it was to bring the Company would 
be a ſufficient atonement for the meaſure; and inſure them the approbation 
of their maſters. It is true, the Company have a conſiderable addition of 
| territory, and do now receive a large 'yearly revenue; but as great, if not 
| greater, advantages might have been procured by more honourable means; 
and the preſent tranquil ſtate of the country, which ſecures to the Company, 
as well as the Nabob, the full enjoyment of their revenues, is not the effect 
of Meer Coſſim Khan's nabobſhip, but of an event which would equally 
have happened had Jaffier Ally yarn been e e N as can be eaſily made 
to appear. | 5 

Soon after Coffim Ally Khan was fixed in the Web the ee 
were nominally inveſted with the revenues of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and 
Chittagong, and only nominally, for our firſt n upon the two former 
of theſe, for payment, were refuſed. 

So bad an impreſſion of us did the revolution create in the minds of the 
country people, that the Burdwan Rajah, who, in Jaffier Ally Khan's time, 
had often expreſſed his earneſt deſire that the Company might continue to 
collect the revenues of his diſtri, as they had all along done on account of 
the tunckaws (aſſignments), and that they would procure the grant of 'the 
revenues for themſelves from the Nabob ; yet after the breach of our faith 
to the old Nabob, concluding no reliance was to be placed on our engage- 
ments, he immediately flew off from his former declarations, and, inſtead of 
acquieſcing under our government, he began to act in open rebellion ; he 
ſtopped our trade, raiſed a large force, invited the Mharattas into his country, 
with-held the payment of his revenues, and, acting in conjunction with the 
Beerbon Rajah, he eſpouſed the cauſe of the Shah Zaddah, with whom he 
entered i into correſpondence. 

_ SeveRAL other great men, who had remained quiet whilft Jafficr Ally Khan 
was Nabob, now finding the government overſet, thought themſelves at li- 
berty to withdraw their allegiance, and would not acknowledge Meer Coſſim, 
but joined the Shah Zaddah ; whoſe party by theſe frequent defections was 
ſtrengthened with fu pplies, both of troops and money, and- whoſe followers 

5 were 
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were greatly encouraged by his having been able to maintain his ground, and 


continue in our e * whole e Feen. in defiance of the . R 


Engliſh army. 


Tux Nabob's troops we were ine quite mutinous wy: be news s of the re- 3 
volution; they declared they knew nothing of Coſſim Ally Khan, and that, 


now they had loſt: their old maſter, they were without hopes of being paid 


any part of the immenſe arrears due to them; and nothing leſs than the ex- - 
traordinary aſſiduity and influence of Mr. Amyatt, who was then Chief . 12 


Patna, could have prevented them from proceeding to extremities. 
Int this ſituation were things when Colonel Caillaud left Patna, and Na. 
Jjor Carnac received the command of the army from him: the Major ſaw it 
was impoſſible for the country to ſupport itſelf againſt ſuch a combination 
of difficulties, and that, if a deciſive blow was not ſoon: ſtruck, the Prince 

could not fail to have immediate poſſeſſion. of all: he therefore determined 
to bring the Prince to an action as ſpeedily as poſſible ; and, after ſecuring 
Patna by a garriſon, to prevent its being plundered by that rabble of troops 
whoſe duty it was to defend it, he puſhed on with the Engliſh army as faſt 

as he could toward the Prince. He came up with him three days march 


from the city, the conſequence of which brought on an action, wherein he 


gained a complete victory, and reduced the. Prince, in a few days after, to 
the neceſſity of putting himſelf under the protection of the Engliſh. The 


Major's ſucceſs, as it put an end to the hopes of all the rebellious, ſo it at 


once quelled all commotions, and eſtabliſhed the ſo long wiſhed for tran- 


quillity in the country; and the different provinces were now brought into 


order, and rendered in a condition to pay their reſpective revenues; the Na- 
bob's treaſury was enriched, and he was enabled to diſcharge the arrears of 
his army, and to advance the money he had engaged to pay the Company. 
WHATEVER merit there is then in the preſent tranquillity, is to be aſcribed 
to our ſucceſs againſt the Prince, which, by putting an end to the war in the 
country, reduced it to a ſtate of perfect obedience; and, as all the old Na- 
bob's difficulties proceeded from his dominions being the ſeat of war, and 
the default of his revenues on that account, there is not the leaſt doubt, had 
our arms met with the ſame ſucceſs during his government, but that he would 
have extricated himſelf with equal caſe. Kt 
ArTes what has been ſet forth, we believe few will imagine that Jaffier 


was W by reaſon either of a want of ability to rule, or of his bad prin- 
aa 2 | cm 
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ciples. We would willingly indeed ſuppoſe, that it proceeded cs "OO 

the want of a true knowledge of the country policy, and from an error of 

judgment, than from lucrative views, had not Mr. Vanſittart, and others, 

made no ſecret that there was a preſent promiſed them by Coſſim Ally Khan, 

95 of twenty lack: it is true, they make a merit that this was not to be de- 

| livered till the Company's debt was paid, and his army fatisfied We have 

to obſerve on this occaſion, that ſeveral of us have had offers from Coflim Ally 

R Khan of very conſiderable ſums, to join in his meaſures, which we have con- 

| ſtantly made public, as well as refuſed; and if we, who have always oppoſed 

thoſe meaſures, have been thus tried with pecuniary - temptations, what 

may be concluded of thoſe . who have eh him on W 00 ; 
© 8: | occaſion ? 

Ir the preſent Nabob has purchaſed the power he is inveſted with, it is to 
be expected he will of courſe make the moſt of it, by extorting money from his 
ſubjects, and oppreſſing every province as much as he can; and, as the fate 
of Jaffier Ally Khan muſt have convinced him how little we regard the moſt 
ſacred engagements, he will of neceſſity endeavour to eſtabliſh himſelf on a 
foundation leſs precarious than the friendſhip of the Engliſh. That he al- 
ready begins to do ſo, is evident, from his ſtill increaſing the number of his 
troops (notwithſtanding the preſent tranquillity) and, to render them the 

, more formidable, he is arming and diſciplining as many ſeapoys as he'can 
procure, in the European manner; and to ſecure himſelf as much as poſſible 
from us, eſteeming his capital, Morſhedabad (the ſcene of his predeceſſor's 
fall) too near our ſettlements, he is about erecting a large fort at Rajahmaul, 
which he propoſes to make his oe of reſidence, where he hopes to * out 
of our reach. 

Wux any member of the Board e that the Nabob's r are 
gues a ſuſpicion of us, for that if he really confided in, and ſincerely re- 
garded us, he would not put himſelf to the unneceſſary expence of keeping 

| ſo large an army in pay, nor treat ſo ill thoſe who are avowedly our friends; 

| it is replied, © The Nabob is maſter of his country, and, being independent 
& of us, is at liberty to rule and act as he pleaſes.” But ſurely Coſſim Ally 
Khan cannot be more ſo than his predeceſſor was; and if it be true that the 
Nabob of Bengal is independent of the Engliſh, and maſter of his own actions, 
how can the gentlemen juſtify their proceedings againſt Jaffier, whom they 
called to ſo ſevere an account for the adminiſtration of his own government, 


nor ever deviated from his treuty? 7 e 
Ins zap of checking the overgrowing power of the e Nabob, it is 


daily promoted; and he has even the abſolute command of our army at Patna; | 
the Chief there having directions to let him have what number of our troops he 


pleaſes to demand, without being allowed to judge of the nature of the ſervice. 


for which they are demanded. This, you will obſerve, in the inſtructions 


given to Mr, Ellis, dated the 22d September . laſt, and in the conſultation of 
the ſame day, where ſome of our opinions on that procedure are entered. 
We cannot help expreſſing how much we fear, that an ill uſe will. be made, 
by him, of this power over our forces, and that they will, ſooner; or later, 
be employed for ſuch purpoſes, as will render us more odious to the whole 


country, bring greater diſcredit upon our arms, and reflect Eve e 


** 


upon our nation. 


NoTwITHSTANDING this zealous attachment to Coſſim Ally Khan, there | 


can be no reaſon to hope he will act the part of a faithful ally towards us: 
what dependence can be had on a perſon who ſo readily entered into the 


ſcheme of depoſing, not only his lawful maſter, but his patron, under whoſe” 


immediate care he was brought up; who ſhewed ſo much diſloyalty to his 


natural ſovereign, the King of Indoſtan (Shah Zaddah, heir to the Mogul 
empire) as to evade even acknowledging him, till he was in a manner obliged 


to it by our repeated deſires; and who betrays a continual diſtruſt of ge . 
have appeared any way attached to us? 


Tux Nabob's undutiful behaviour to the King, proceeded i in great mea- = 


ſure from his jealouſy of the regard we profeſſed for him, and his fears that. 
we ſhould reduce his authority, by ſubjecting the ſoubahſhip to its primitive 
dependency on the Mogul, and obliging him to pay the royal revenues: he 
therefore ſet every engine to work to create a rupture between us; he endea- 


voured to make the King uneaſy, and to inſtil notions into him, of his being 


in danger from us, in order to get him out of the country; he excited a 
mutiny in the King's camp, which, had it not been for the timely aſſiſtance 
ſent by Major Carnac, might have proved fatal to his Majeſty; he repeatedly 
urged Mr. Vanſittart to diſmiſs him, and forged letters to himſelf and the 
Preſident, as from the King, complaining of being forcibly detained by the 
Major, and expreſſing his anxiety in not being allowed to leave the country: 


that theſe nad. were forged, his Majeſty hath ſolemnly declared by an at- 


teſtation 


\ — 
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as to depole him, though. he had not been guilty of any offence. to our ion, 


/ 
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rellueſon under hi bun hand, and teftified his abhorrence of ſo infamous = 
proceeding. The Nabob, however, at laſt ſo far prevailed, by corruption, and 
intriguing with ſome of the courtiers, as to bring about what he had ſo much at 
heart; the King's being ſent away without receiving any aſſiſtance from us, or be- 
ing paid any part of the revenues of this ſoubahſhip. This rebellious behaviour 
of the Nabob juſtly incenſed the King, who declared that he would not ſuffer him 
to continue in his ſoubahſhip, whenever he had power ſufficient to prevent it. 

His Majeſty, before his departure, gave the moſt unqueſtionable proof 
of his hatred to Coſſim Ally Khan, and of his eſteem for the Engliſh, by 
the voluntary offer he made them of the dewanne of Bengal. This poſt 

is the collection of the revenues of all the provinces ſubject to the Nabob, 
which are to be accounted for with the court of Dehli. It differs from the 
ſoubahdarree ; the latter being the command of the troops, and the charge 
of the juriſdiction in the provinces ; the expences whereof are paid out of the 
revenues by the Dewan. It was formerly a ſeparate office, but the Nabobs 
of Bengal, taking. advantage of the late commotions in the empire, have 
_ aſſumed it to themſelves: from the nature of the office it is evident, that the 
| King, diſtruſting the Nabob, intended that we ſhould be a check upon him, 
and be anſwerable for the revenues, no account of which he could get from 
Coſſim Ally Khan, who detained them for his own uſe. This appointment 
would have brought the Company about fifteen lacks yearly, excluſive of the 
lands of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, which his Majeſty alſo 
offered to confirm to them, and to. eſtabliſh their intereſt and influence, not 
only in theſe provinces, but as far as the city of Dehli itſelf ; to which place 
our commerce might then, with the utmoſt ſafety, have been extended. 

Ir is hard to conceive, why ſo honourable and advantageous an offer 
thould be rejected: it is alledged, it would be the fource of continual diſ- 
putes between us and the Nabob, and occaſion too great a diminution of his 
Power ; but ſurely this conſideration, admitting it to be true, ought not to 
| ſtand in competition with the honour and intereſts of the Company, which 
would be greatly promoted by fuch an appointment : what renders this 
refuſal the more extraordinary is, that it is well known, application was 
made to the King, foon after Mr. Vanſittart's arrival, in Jaffier Ally Khan's 
time, for grants of the province of Bengal, which were actually drawn out 
to be ſent to us; but the revolution, in favour of Coſſim Ally Khan, taking 


Place in the interim, an entire ſtop was put to the negociation. 


THE 
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Tas Nabob Was ſo- invererate againſt all thoſe natives, ho webe known 
to be in our ititereſt; chat he uſed his utmoſt endeavours: to preytil on Co- 
lonel Coote and Major Carnac to conſent to his proceedings tlie moſt 
-unjuſtifiable- ſeverities apainſt them, particularly againſt Rajah Racanarain ; 
having offered the Colonel five lack of rupees, provided 'he:would concur 
in the deſtruction of that unhappy man, who has ſince been given up to him 
by the Board; the Colonel's refuſal of this RE; "wb well convinced, 
was the motive of his (the Nabob's) unjuſt ſuſpicion" or reſentment againſt 

him, which appears not only by the Colonel's letters, on the] face of the 
proceedings of the Board, but alſo by Coſſim Ally Khan's own * 
to him, that he could not be his friend unleſs he received his preſent. 

Taz ſame ſpirit of reſentment which actuated the Nabob againſt Colonel 
Coote, was equally ſtrong againſt Major Carnac, whom he alſo-endeavoured 
to buy over, to ſerve his ends, but in vain; The Nabob ſaw, with a jea- 

lous eye, the many diſtinguiſhing marks of favour the King conferred on 
_ him, and would fain have made a breach between them; which not being 

able to effect, he wrote ſeveral letters of complaint againſt him to the Pre- 
ſident, who, from prejudice, was too much inclined to believe them, and 
ſought all opportunities of blaming his conduct at the Board, and of purting 
the worſt conſtruction upon all his endeavours for the public e of uk | 
many inſtances could be produced, 

A FLAGRANT injuſtice was done Major Carnac, in calling him away from 
Patna, when the detachment {till left there was large enough to render jt'a 
command adequate to his rank, and where he might have been of ne $ 
whereas his preſence was unneceſſary at Calcutta. 655 THY 

A vexy ſignal inſult, offered by Coſſim Ally Khan to the Engliſh nation, 
was the intercepting, by his order, a letter which Major Carnac, when com“ 
manding the army, had wrote to the King, which the Nabob opened, and 
ſent to the Preſident. This letter, with others from the Nabob, was mi- 
nuted in conſultation of the 5th Auguſt, and it was inſinuated to contain 
proof of a plot concerted between the Colonel, Major, Ramnarain, and others, 
to create a freſh revolution. Much pains were taken to find out myſterious 
meanings in the letter, and hints were thrown out to prepoſſeſs the Board, 
that ſuch a combination was actually on foot; however, after the cloſeſt 
ſcrutiny into the letter, and the ſtricteſt examination, the Board gave it una- 
nimouſly as their opiniong that there were not the leaſt grounds to ſuppoſe 

| | any 
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any ſuch combination; the ridicule whereof was ſo conſpicuous, that we do 
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not imagine even _ WhO 1 RA e * n cul ever 
| have believed i it. un 01 tlg 3 
nz material pen 0b. this laue bl to an e which the Ma- 
Jjor (by Colonel Coote's directions) made to the King, to be put in poſſeſ- 
fiowof! ſome fort in Sujah Dowla's country, upon the Ganges; which, had 
our troops attended his Majeſty, as we muſt have marched through Sujah | 
{ Dowla's territories, would have been abſolutely neceſſary for a place of arms, 
and to keep up our communication: the ſtopping ſuch a letter, or indeed any 
one, from a perſon in ſo public a character as the Major then was, might 
be of the moſt fatal conſequence, was alſo a public affront, and one that 
never was before offered by any Nabob ; yet no ſatisfaction has ever been 
obtained from him, although wrote to, ſo publicly on that head. 

Tou will now be able to compare the preſent with the preceding govern- 
er So. momentous a ſtep, as ſubverting the former one, we conceive, 
Hought not to have been undertaken till after the moſt mature deliberation, 
and from a thorough knowledge of the country, its connections, and inte- 
reſts; but this was far from being the caſe; Mr. Vanſittart had only been 
three months in Bengal, and in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time can hardly be ſup- 
; poſed to have acquired fo perfect a knowledge of matters as to be able to 
determine, that it was abſolutely neceſſary to annul a treaty, which had been 
_ zatified in the moſt ſolemn manner by Admiral Watſon and Colonel Clive, 
together with a regularly-authoriſed Select Committee, ee by the 
credit of the Company, and the honour of the nation. 

Tux gentlemen who were the promoters of this revolution, have W 
ed remarkably in each other's opinion during the laſt year's conſultations; in 
return, the Preſident has not failed to ſhew them partiality, of which we 

will give you a remarkable inſtance :—Notwithſtanding, in your letter to this 
Preſidency, dated 21ſt January 1761, you were pleaſed, in the moſt poſitive 
terms, to order the diſmiſſion of Meſſrs. Sumner, Playdell, and Mac Gwire, | 
yet on the 10th Auguſt, when, in conſequence of Mac Gwire's diſmiſſion, 
Mr. Ellis was appointed chief at Patna, Mr. Vanſittart propoſed in council, 
that Mr. Mac Gwire ſhould remain in the chief ſhip till Mr. Ellis's arrival, 
which could not be effected in leſs than two months; the queſtion was ab- 
ſolutely put to the Board, but carried in the negatiye, the other gentlemen 
not chuſing to be guilty of ſo glaring a deviation fgom their maſters orders; 
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and at Mr. Vaniltare's Uefire; —— pr pofil of his own was not entered on ; 
the face of that conſultation. will be neceſſary alſo to obſerve, that ' 
Mr. Holwell, after the Cy bs Copa had ſhown him fo plain a ma 2 
of their diſpleaſure, as to remove him from the Chair, to ſeventh in Ceuftiltt. 1. 
at firſt wavered whether to continue in the ſervice or not, till (as he declared) 1 
he had à private conference with Mr. Vanſiteart, after which he remained in . ' - 
both Council and Select Committee, till the very day on which Mr. Vanſit- © __ 
tart took leave of the Boafd to proceed to Moorſhedabad, in order ro ExeTuls 3 
the plan which had been formed, and then Mr. Holwell reſigned. a | | 3 
Tus Armenian miniſters of the revolution, Cojah Peeruſe, und Cen 4 
Gregory, are in the higheſt degree of favour with the Nabob and his adhe-" 
rents; the former reſides in Calcutta, retained by Coſſim Ally Khan, 2 
Kühl ſpy upon every tranſaction of the Engliſh, of which he never fails to | 
give his maſter the moſt regular intelligence, as was too apparent to both © ., ©... © 
Colonel Coote and Major Carnac, when'they were at Patna. © The 3 e | 7 
/ theſe Armenians has poſts of the greateſt truſt near the Nabob's perſon; and f 
through the means of theſe men, the Armenians in general are ſetting up u 
independent footing in the country, are carrying on a trade greatly detri- 
mental to our inveſtments in all parts, and commit daily ucts of violence, 
which reflect no ſmall odium on n the 8 who are in aere to e 
their proceedings. . . f 
Ir is this ſyſtem of adminiſtration which we Ugh conſtantly oppoſed, 0 | 'Y 
thinking your affairs could not poſſibly proſper under it; and you will: now : 1 | 
be able to account for the many differences at the Board, which will appear Fo 3 
through the courſe of our conſultations, and which will doubtleſs ſurprize 1 
you, till the real cauſe is known. As we have hitherto denied our aſſents to 
meaſures, becauſe we deemed them contrary to your intereſt, though the 
adopting them would have turned out greatly to our private cmoluments, ſo 
you may reſt aſſured it ſhall ever continue an invariable maxim with us, to 
make your honour and advantage the ſole object of our attention. 
You have been acquainted, Honourable Sirs, that the King has applied | 
for our aſſiſtance to ſettle him on the throne, and to recover ſuch parts of his 
territories as are ſtill in the hands of rebels. It is our opinion that we have 
troops enough to form an army for the enterprize; and as we have no Euro. ; 
pean enemy to face, the forces requiſite for this ſervice can, without danger, . 
el. The Nabob's large army, which is now a burthen upon the 
B b provinces, | 


% 
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proyinces,. and only kept up-to\ſercen, him. from, tho; King's pop: ;auek, 
E:; through his jealouſy. of us, would. afford a gonGderable, agfitiqn,.and, at the 
1 ſame time. eaſe, the country of an immenſe. expence, ... Shuzab Dowlah, one of / 
the; moſt- powerful men of the, empire, would join with his, forces, beſides. 
-- many other conſiderable powers, friends to the King, from different parts, 
g would flock to the royal ſtandard, ſhould we ever, take. the field.z , and; our 
E army, moſt. probably (as the King himſelf, has frequently declared) would 
march to the gates of Delhi without oppoſition. We moſt humbly ſubmit: . 

to you, whether ſo glorious: an opportunity of aggrandizing the Company in- 

| | Hindoſtan, ſhould not be embraced ; and. leave! it to yourſelves to judge the 
1 reputation and advantages which. would reſult to them, if; through the: 
means of the Britiſh arms, his Majeſty ſhould be eſtabliſhed. on. .his-.throne-:- 
for want of our aid he is now — at. Ss and. | proſecute his. 

journey to his capital. | 

Bur ſhould you be unwilling 3 your nn ns the-, 
country, and, inſtead of accepting the dewanny, of Bengal, chuſe to confine- | 
your vieys to your; new. acquiſitions, and to the trade of Bengal alone, We: 
beg leave to offer it as our opinion, that we ought to maintain an 3 
the ere et, of the Neha. by COR in power ſuch men as 
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thould he entertain ill deſigns pales y us. 

Wez.heve now.given you, a fair relation of things; and, ES. > ae he 
goodneſs .of - our. intentions, we cannot but-Hlatter, ourſelves. we . ſhall. meets. 
with your approbation in the part we have taken; we ſhall;therefore conclude: 
| with, the aſſurance, that our endeavours ſhall never be. wanting to promote hae 
honour: and intereſts of our eee ere ee the . of os 
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' Signed by we Coors; A Qin ins, Hig, Kirin, 4 
4 and Vinzlsr. 5 
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COLONEL CAILLAUD. being t What were 58 5 for 
approving a revolution in September 1760, which he ſeemed to diſap- 


prove ſo-ſtrongly by the letter he had read, dated May? he ſaid, He would, 


40 the beſt of his recolle&ion, declare thoſe motives, by ſtating ſome parti- 
-culars. of his ſituation at that time in the country. The aſcendency. which 
Lord Clive. had over: the Nabob, (which flowed from the Nabob, from a ſenſe 


ina ct . en of the Revolution . 


of the favours he had received from Lord Clive) was, very ſoon after he came 


to the command, at an end: That the witneſs's conftant, unwearied attention 
to keep up that confidence, ſo neceſſary between them and the Nabob, Was 
prevented by ſome very untoward circumſtances Mr. Holwell ſucceeded 
Lord Clive in the chair, only by virtue of his rank, in order of ſucceſſion; 


and the certainty of another Governor being ſoon appointed, was knomn to 


the whole country ; and of courſe, that degree of reſpect which the Nabob 
would have had to a Governor in other circumſtances, was not paid to My 
Holwell. Mr. Holwell ſoon, ſaw this, and reſented it. The Nabobꝰs excced- 
ing weak and irreſolute character, gave plenty of occaſions for Mr. Holwell 
to find fault, and blame his meaſures. That he felt them too, and obſerved 


them; but he thought that hg did his duty beſt, as a faithful ſervant to the 


Company, by acting the part of a mediator between them, and by ſoftening, 


rather than irritating, the ill diſpoſition that ſubſiſted between them: That 


on this plan he acted throughout the whole courſe of Mr. Holwell's admi- 
niſtration ; putting off, by. delays, and ſometimes with reaſons, 8 
approach to a change 45 ſyſtem in that government, which, though in, his 

own heart he adopted, and knew the neceſſity of, yet he was defirous to 
keep it off as long as he could, till the neceflity of it might preſs ſo hard, as 
to make it unavoidable; That he thought of nothing but temporary ſyſtems, 
formed to the day and to the minute; he would not truſt his own, abilities 
and judgment ſo far, as to decide upon what was right or .wrongs he knew 
ſomething was to be done, but how to do it he really did not know: That 
when: that letter he read was wrote, the Nabob's ſon was then alive; his 


expanding. death made a great change 1 in the fituation. of affairs in that 
| B b 2 country: 
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country: That Mr. Vanſittart's arrival, and the m he had in his 
abilities and judgment, made him without reluctance adopt his plan; he 
knew his motives ; they were honeſt and diſintereſted as to himſelf, honour- 
able and advantageous to his employers, and ſuch as the neceſſity of the 
times, the particular ſituation of Bengal, the general ſtate of the Company's 
affairs throughout India, have _ in his en e the meaſures 
purſued. 

BEIxo afked, Whether twenty lack, or - any other find; was nen for 
bringing about that revolution ?— 

He ſaid, The night that Coſſim Ally Khan need the articles foe 
accepting the management of the affairs of Bengal, under Jaffier Ally Khan 
(in the preſence, as he believed, of Mr. Vanſittart, Mr. Sumner, Mr. 
Holwell, and himſelf) Coſſim Ally Khan, after expreſſing the many obliga- 
gations he had for our intended good offices in his favour, tendered a paper 
to Mr, Vanfittart, which, as Mr. Vanſittart interpreted to us, contained a 
note for twenty lack of rupees, payable to the gentlemen then preſent : That 
ke does not recollect a gentlemen preſent there, that did not concur with 
him, in deſiring Mr. Vanſittart to return that paper to Coſſim Ally Khan, 
telling him, that he miſtook our motives for his advancement. He preſſed 
on · Mr. Vanſittart again the acceptance of the paper, telling him, that if he 
continued to refuſe that: favour, he ſhould fear that the gentlemen preſent: 
were not well. pleaſed with the appointment. Mr. Vanſittart, who knew 
his on motives, as welF as thoſe of the wigneſs, and alſo of the reſt of 
the gentlemen in the Committee, told Coſſim Ally Khan, returning him 
the paper again, When you have paid off alt the arrears due to the 
* Company, to your on troops; that the peace of this country is ſettled; . 
and chat-ovr. own treaſury is full; if then you think proper to make us 

any acknowledgment for the ſervices now done you, we ſhalt-not- tien be 
* unwilling-to accept ſuch marks as you will be pleafed to give us of your 
* friendſhip/** The witneſs ſaid-: that the affair ended there; and: he 
declared ſolemnly upon his honour; there were no ſtipulations made, no par- 
tition treaty, or any thing of the kind mentioned, then. or ws to his 

knowledge, of that tranſaction. 
_ Coronet Caravn added, that he was now ready and willing to derkoe 1 
what he received upon the oceafion, when he received it, and how he re- 


eaived- it. He faid, he little expected, after thirteen -years ſervice in that. 
* |  countrys, 


i. 
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country, and nine of them in the field, thar the Heile fortone he made ſhould 
: become the object of ſo public an enquiry ; but he was happy to meet this 
8 enquiry more than half. way; and more ſo in this particular point, as per- 
haps it may give him an opportunity of doing juſtice to the memory f 
the man from whom he received it (Mr. Vanſittart); who did it in his uſual | 
* generous and handſome way; ſo that he knows not 725 to this e che 
ſium he received may be charged to his account. " 
Arrzx Coflim Ally Khan was placed in tlie Sorefmwell⸗ he went up 
to the army at Patna, came down again, embarked for the- Coaſt in Ja- 
nuary 1761, remained there a year and a half; and came back to Cal 
cutta; called there upon extraordinary ' bufineſs. In October 1762, Mr. - 
Vanſittart then going up to Mungier, told him, If J am happy enough 
to ſettle with the Nabob the unfortunate differences that have ſubſiſted 
* between him and my Council, and that I can, with propriety, remind . : 
him of the ſervices- you jointly -did him, I ſhall certainly endeavour to. a | 
* ſerve you.” Mr. Vanſittart went up to Mungier, and he embarked” on 
board a- ſhip for Europe. In the year 1763, he received an account cur- 
rent from Mr. Vanſittart, in which he found credit for two lack of ru- 
pees, unſolieited, as, he had mentioned before, and much beyond his. 
expectations; and this, upon his honour, was the whole of what we. re | 
ceived, omg ns or . upon that occaſion. . | 


—— 


Mi. Summer's Account ' of 5 ſam Maeder 


WI 1a BRIGHT WELI. SUMNER, Epps being called | | 
upon by the Committee, to ſtate his reaſons for aſſenting, as a gr” 

Select Commitree-man, to the meaſure of depoſing Meer Jaffier; and; | 

placing Coſſim Ally Khan on the -Muſnud, ſaid, That, without infiſting . 

on the public breach of treaty on the part of Meer Jaffier, in the in- 

ſtance of the Dutch · invaſion, and the' many other doubtful parts of his . 

condudty the. irregularities of his private life, or the cruelties with 'which . e 

he was charged, he would: reſt the reaſons of his conduct on the neceflity 3 

of the reformation, from the extreme diffieulties and imminent dangers 

the affairs of. the Company, as well as thoſe. of the ſtate, were reduced df 


o by. the. jealouſies, indolence, and inactivity of the Nabob ""_ Jaffier,, | * 
and. | | 
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and 4he amal-adminiſtration and corruption of his miniſters in * col- 
lection and diſſipation of che revenues, and, added to theſe, the inteſtine 
tx9ubles', through the whole, country. The witneſs was of opinion, 
and ſtill continued firm in the fame, that it would have been impoſſible 
to have ſupported the ſyſtem of government then eſtabliſhed, two months 
longer; and that, embarked as we .were with Meer Jaffier, we muſt 
inevitably have ſhared in his ruin. — But Mr. Sumner wiſhed to have it 
underſtood, that when the Committee firſt entered into the negotiation 
with Meer Coſſim, their only. idea was reformation in the miniſtry, not 
a revolution in the government; and that it was the unexpected obſti- 
nacy of Meer Jaffier alone, not an original deſign in the Committee, that 
placed Meer Coſſim on the Muſnud: That he believed, it was a circum- 
ſtance as little thought of by Mr. Vanſittart as by himſelf, when he left 
Calcutta on his viſit to the Nabob, for the purpoſe of theſe reforma- 
tions; but he readily admitted the OP of the eee, —_— 
made by Mr. Vanſittart. 
Ms. Sumner further ſaid, That he was one of the Select Commiitne 
preſent, when Coſum Ally Khan made the offer of twenty lack to the 
Governor and Council; and that he confirmed every part of General 
Caillaud's evidence upon that occaſion, with this difference — that when 
the paper was returned, Mr, Vanſittart obſerved that we were labouring 
For the peace and ' ſafety of the country; that the exigencies of the ſtate 
were preſſing; and that we could not, on any account, receive this 
offer; but that if, when the Company was ſettled, he found himſelf in 
A ſituation ſo to do, with convenience to his affairs, he would then be 
at full liberty to gratify his friends as he thought proper. = And Mr. 
Vanſittart further added, I will, for my part, under ſuch circumſtances, 
freely accept any token of your regard; and I ſhould ſuppoſe the 
< other geatlemen will do the ſame.” That Mr. Vanſittart then re. 
turned the paper to Coſſim Ally Khan, who ſeemed uneaſy, and faid? 
he apprehended we were not ſo much his friends as he wiſhed : — that 
Mx. Vanſittart then gaye him the ſtrongeſt aſſurance | of our ſiacerity, 


Jod took the opportunity to preſs a donation from him, of five lack of 


rupees to the Company, as a help towards the reduction of Pondi- 
_ Cherry, This was granted, and was Tu the 95660 firſt en a few 
weeks after the tranſaction. "S416 Ton | 


is 
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of Coſſim Ally Khan, r66K'plite im October 15603; and Tia, Thit ess 
veral montlis after his eſtabliſfiment, Coja Petruſe, the Nabob's agent is - 


Calcutta, preſented him, in the name of the Nabob, with eighty thou- 
ſand Sicea rupees (£:20,000)y" the paytriehts were made flom Miy- 80 


Joly 1761 That he wus diſmiſſed the Company's ſerylce the zth DE. + 


ah (the 2oth- 


Auguſt: following; and from that period to his leaving Beng 


of January 1762) he received further and in like manner, at different 


times, the ſum of one hundred and forty-four thoufüind Sicca rupees 
(L. 18, ooo); making together the whole amount received rwenty-eight: 
_ thouſand pounds - ſterling : That the reaſon” of ſet eparating the ſums e. 
ceived, was- in ſupport. and confirmation. of the idea that he had” always © 


that by far the largeſt part of the preſent” was received after his . döf⸗ 
_ miſſion: That, under theſe! circumſtances, he ever conſidered the. trat - 
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Warn the. Court of Directors were Croſſed of th ſentiments eo: 
ſervants, on the ſubject of the revolution in © favour of Coſſim, they 


n Prefident: CO en, 1 30 Nara pes, follows: = 


AS--the-greas: ae lone . Ang out wy f the" bovinen 
granted us by. Coſſim Ally Khan, and the vaſt improvement of thoſe 


revenues, are principally owing to the wiſe, prudent, and diſintereſted 
conduct of Preſident Vanſittart; we think it but reaſonable: that he, 
who, preferring; our intereſt to all other conſiderations, ſhould mo 


pate in ſthoſe benefits he has been ſo inſtrumental in acquiring for us- 
WIxꝝ therefore direct, that ſo long as Mr. Vanſittart Nenid: contain i 
the government of Bengal, he be allowed. a commiſſion of two and-one / 


half per cent. on all ſuch nett revenues as have or may arife- out of 


the above-mentioned grants from Coſſim Ally Than, and . ey. 
ment commences with the ceſſion of thoſe countries. 


Tas additional emolument is expreſsly to be 0 as 4 diſtinet- 


reward due to the perſonal merit of Preſident Fan, and is abſolutely , 
2. ; ta- 


entertained, and wiſhed” to - convey. to the Committee, of it's having” 23 
been a free and voluntary gift: and he begged leave again to remark; 


. 
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to ceaſe. upon his quitting the government: is not to be e. e or 
any ways Fe to, by our future nun. Ri | 


Sir Eyre Coote's Account of the 3 Circumſtances relative to Ronnarrain ; ; 
his Opinion af the Revolution; and e between lin 6: the 


Sk the campaign was over on. 0 * af; 1 hich 
ended, I believe, in January 1760, I then went down to Bengal. 
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T may ſay, prior to that, that I had received a letter from the Go- 


vernor and Council of Madraſs,. (4th December 1760). informing me of 
the revolution in Bengal, and that there was five lack of rupees ſent 
from the Nabob, Coſſim Ally Khan, for the payment of the troops 
acting in the ſiege of Pondicherry. At that time we were, I believe, 
three or four months in arrears to our Black troops, notwithſtanding all 
the attention the Governor and Council of Madraſs paid to the ſup- 
plying us with money. If that money had come in any other way than 
by a revolution, it would have made me much happier than it did. 

In my anſwer to that letter, of the 5th, I gave iny opinion of that 

revolution, as a meaſure I thought would be productive of the loſs of 
our reputation. Upon my arrival in Bengal, I found there were two 
different parties of the Council; the one that had formed the revolution, 
and the other that difapproved. of it. I was intimately acquainted with 
the gentlemen of both thoſe parties; and therefore, as the affair hap- 
pened, however unfortunate. I thought it might prove, I made it my 
buſineſs to endeavour to reconcile the two parties, with a reſolution at 


that time, not to interfere in any matter of buſineſs or politics, where 


I thought no honour was to be gained: however, I was over-perſuaded 
by Mr. Vanſittart and the other gentlemen (as a meaſure which, they 
told me, they imagined would be of great ſeryics- to the gs to 
go up to the army at Patna, _ 

Tux Governor and Council had two objetts .; in view in ſending m 
there: one was the fixing a plan of operation, upon the ſuppoſition 5 f 
are ſhould be able to conduct the Mogul to Delhi; the other, to ſecure 
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and protect Ramnatrain in the Provinces of Patna, —U en; my arriyal at 
Patna, I applied, with the cloſeſt attention, to the , bu ineſd Upon rk 


+1 was ſent there. I. informed the Shawzadda of the Ktgiments of the 


Board towards big, and the defire the Enpliſh | had to Alt im to the 

utmoſt: of their power which he ſeemed very ſenſible of, and very de- 
ius of having z at the ſame time _ geliring that he might be Pro- 
chimed and acknowledged by 0e, 55 he bad been by ffficrene powers 


in Indoſtan; and faid, he chqpght it very extraordinary, t that where | 


NN? 


1 himſelf; reſided, there he was not acknowledged. ' 

THess.,matters,. I. communicated. 30 the Board, to receive their inftruc- 
tions. I, likewiſe informed Ramnarrain, that I had orders from tlie 
.Govergor:,apd; Council, to, prateRt.. him, provided he Vould ſettle: his ae. 


counts with the \Nabob ; and. therefore, 1 deßred bim immediately to | 


ſet about it. 
br rranſaftiops, I PTY a letter from. the Board, Jas. 


mending it to me to proclaim the King. 1 found, that bad I imme- 
ove of fatal 


AJiately complied with the : requeſt - of the. Board, it might Pro 
ceonſeguence to . the ;Nabob, and to the Company, at chat time; for he 
had: given,away ſeveral of the. þeſt provigces to different peo ple that be- 


Aenged tophim, particularly Purnea: I W thought it, to the beſt 
-of »my judgment; for che advantage of the 1 ny and the *Nabob, 
das it Was the.,Shawzadda's  incligation, , to let big. go co 8 Fe Ws: 
-at the ſowe: Kees, I had Bot the Nabob to e t meaſure 


„„ Nabob n Hebe, apd 1 bn a ee of the wy 
zliſb, ſhould coin the Siccas, and acknowledge kim. Mogul. on "the day 
chat heſhould, paſs the boundary of the province. This de <m 


- jrisfied with, and it „as, agreed that Major Carnac, with part of the 1 


army, ſhould eſcort, him; che 7 informing, me, i in pfoper. time, of 


the day he ſhould join Shujah Nowla,, in, 1565 chat 1 might keep my 
| this, matter and at the 


Promiſe: the Nabob. conſenting, entirely to al 
ſame time agreed, that if we proſecuted | the expedition, and ſetilttl 
matters with, Shyjah Dowla, he would. adyance the, ten lack towards 


then payment of our forces. The King wa 2s but +1 I few form gone, when 


rode als ſecmed to alter his, Ne gx Ae ni 13 the m 
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be bad wade, and turned ot thoughts, entirely towards the ſiting” of 

Ramnarrain; for which, if I would give him up, he offered ine ſeven 
lack and a half of rupees, and whateyer I pleaſed to the gentlemen of 
my family, This I communicated, by letter, to the Governor and 
Council, 7th July 1761, The Nabob finding he could not gain his point, 
with regard 7 Ramnarrain, then thought it neceſſary to write the Go- 
vernor (Mr. Vanſittart) the moſt ſcandalous invectives and falſe accuſa- 
tions againſt me; and was determined that he would not declare the King, 
the day we had both given our words of honour for doing it. He had 
then a large army encamped on the outſide of Patna. | I was then in 
the city, and, from the detachments which I had made, and which were 
ſent for the collection of revenues with Major Carnac, I Rad not then 
under my, command above an hundred and fifty Europeans, ſeventy of 
which were in the hoſpitals, and, I believe, three or four hundred ſea- 
poys. I was, with this force, to protect the city, ge and to 


defend my own honour. _ ee 50 

Tus Nabob, knowing my weakneſs, thought f. it a proper opportunity 
to get poſſeſſon of the city. He applied to me for leave to come into 
the fort af the city, the day before the Shawzadda was to be proclaimed ; 
to which 1 agreed, and he ſeemed thoroughly ſatisfied, provided he only 
brought in the attendants about his perſon. This he conſented to, 
The Light. or two before the Mogul was to be proclaimed, he ſent me 
word. that he would not Proclaim Rim, nor come into the city, unleſs 
be had the gates delivered up to him; which T would by no” means 
oonſent to; 1 at the ſame time 1 informed him, that I had given my ho- 


1 


.nour. for. IAG, the Mogul on ſuch a day, and I would have it 
performed in the city; z Which would not appear proper in the eyes 
of the country, as he was Subah of the province, and begged we might 
have a conference upon the fubjectk; which he evaded having: and 1 
was informed by my ſpies, that very night his camp was all in mo- 
tion, and his artillery brought towards the city. I ſent the net morn- 
ing to one of his chief miniſters, to learn the reaſon of ſuch a move- 
ment, and the meaning of the N abob; which, he told me, was done by 
Coja Gregory, who was his head general; and he was not afraid to ſay 
at wn Durbar (court), that. i it would be productive of miſchief. —F inding 


the next night the” ſame 3 and diſturbances in his camp, I 
thought 


: » 
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thought it 1 to go the next morning myſelf, and to ſee him, if 
poſſible. Accordingly I ordered a company of ſeapoys, and a troop of 
chirty horſemen that 1 had, to get themſelves in readineſs by ſix in the 
morning; at which hour I ſent Mr. Watts to inform him of my com- 
ing. It was ſeven before I arrived at his tent; and Mr. Watts informed 
me, that the Nabob was not to be ſeen: he had ſent to him, but had not 
ſeen him. I went into the outer tent, taking piſtols in my hand . 
ea! own ſecurity, and ſat down there till I ſhould hear further, 
As it is a cuſtom in India, when they mean ill to. a perſon, that viſits 
them in camp, to cut the tent-cords, and let the tent fall on the per- 
on they mean to deſtroy, 1 deſired Captain Iſer to place two of the 
troopers round the tent, to prevent any miſchief of that kind; and find- 
ing the Nabob would not ſee me, I rode away, and left Mr. Watts to 
inform him of my buſineſs.— This the Nabob repreſented to the Goyer- 
nor and Council as a grievous inſult; for which reaſon 1 received fe. 
veral extraordinary. letters from the Board. A 
-'28th September 1761, I was ordered by the Select Committee to with- 
draw the protection from Ramnarrain, which I did 1 e — He 
was ſoon after murdered, and his treaſure ſeized. 5 - 
8 had been Naib, or deputy-governor of 8 under Ja- 
fier Ally Khan; and was continued, through the influence of the Eng- 
* in his naibſhip under Coſſim Ally Khan, the ſucceeding Nabob. 
Tu Committee of the Houſe of Commons conceived the tranſac- 
tions concerning Ramnarrain to be of material conſequence in their en- 
quiry ; becauſe. theſe tranſactions have been repreſented to the Company, 
by one, of their principal ſervants, as the cauſe of all others which 
contributed the moſt to bring on the war with Coſſim Ally Khan: and 
by another principal ſervant it is alledged, that the delivering up of 
that perſon was a neceſſary duty on the part of the Company, in 
conformity to the juſt rights of the Nabob Coſſim Ally Khan, and the 
treaty fun between him and the Fre 
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ORD ELFVE being reguefted ts eldes what were the engage 
= ments entered into by Ramnatrain with. the Nabob, He ſaid, There 
was no engagement in writing: That after his Lordſhip: whs callad up: 
to the aſſiſtance of Meer Jaffier, in the beginning of the year” 15 58, his 
Excellency *defirett” him to write to Ramnarram, aſſuring him of the 
Engliſh protection; for that Ramnärraim would: put confidence in fuck: 
a letter, but not in one from himſelf; and that he ſhould, by that 
means, get poſſeſſion of his perſon, and might cut off his head: That 
his Lordſhip, told him, it was not the ouſtom of the Engliſh to be guilty 
of ſuch. tranfaRions * that if he was inclined to reduce him by force of 
arms, he was ready, to affift him; but if he choſe that his Lordſhip. 
ſhould make him any. promiſes, hie muſt fulfil them : That, the Nabob 
preferred the latter; in conſequence, of wich, his Lordſhip wrote to. 
Ramnarrain, that if he wotlt cone itta the preſerce,. and. acknow- 
ledge. the Nabob, he ftiould” be Kept in. his government on the ſame- 
footing as he had been under Sertjak Dowlah :: That he came accor- 
dingly ;. paid obedietice t6 the Nabob, aad- was confirmed in. his go- 
vernment, upon condition that he ſhoald pay the Nabob, Meer: Jaffier, 
the ſame rents or tribute as he hdd paid to. Serajah Dowlah: what 
that was, his Lordffilp coold not tft; büt de 'beliered he was co have 
paid a certain ſum, Which migfit have been inkfesſed or decreaſed upon 
various circumſtances : That When he took leave of Meer Jaffier, at his 
departure to England, te talked over with him the Rats n whith he 
left the provinces : - That he always ufidlerſtocdd that Ramnartum re- 
maitied in the government at Patna, through the Bnglimh prosectiun, 
much ägälüſt the inclitidtion of Meer Jamier; änd that, if his Eatel- 
tency had had any complaints to have made againſt him, he would 
certainly have made them to his Lordſhip; but that none were made. 
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General Carney coun 1 2 


ENER AI. CARNAC being requeſted to gire an account. of BY air o of | 


Ramoarrain, ſaid, That beſides the offers made him hy Rajabullub, who - N 
wanted to ſueceed him, he received many large ones from the Naboh himſelf; 
for his aſſiſtanoe to remove Rammarrain, and had no, doubt bur. that great ones 
were made to Colonel Coote, who was his ſoperior: : Thar the offer from the 
Nabob was no ſpecific ſum, but unlimited: That he could not recolle@ 


the terms on which. Ramnarrain was to hold the Naibſhip of Patna, but was 
certain ſome engagements were entered into by Lord Clive, to ſupport him 


in the Naibat. And being aſked, What were the circumſtances, relative to the- 
delivering up of Ramnarrain ? he. ſaid, He concluded that the Engliſh' pro- 
tection was withdrawn from him immediately on the witneſy's leaving Patna, . 


being certain that he was recalled from thence, becauſe the Council were. | 


conſcious, that ſo long as he was there, he would not ſuffer that t protection co 
be withdrawn : . That Ramnarrain was put to death by Caffim Ally Khan, 


vince, of any rank or 5 mot of which ſect were well diſpoſed to the! 
Engliſh, and rich. And being aſked, Whether Ramnarrain owed conſiderable - 


fyms to Coſſim Ally Khan, at the. time he was delivered vp.*.1 he faid, He- 


"IO believed not. 


. * Account” of the Proviites i in the W Period, 23. . Company 
Servants and the Country Powers: | 


Bur: in order to give further lights to the-Houſe upon the praflices of that 
period, between the Company's ſervants and the country powers, in matters 
of protection; and alſo te ſhew the jealouſies the Nabob Coſſim Ally Khan 
entertained on that ſubject, and the determination he had formed to make 
exemplary punifhments of thoſe who ſhould ſeek protection of the Engliſh; 


your Committee entered into the examination of the circumſtances relating 


de the. ſeizing and putting to death - of. Harris :Choydry; in the year 1762; 
and for that purpoſe they examined Stanlake Batſon, Eſquire; who informed 
the Committee, That Harris Choudry had been one of the Company 8 dad- 
bey, or contracting merchants, at tha Coſimbuzar factory, in Mr. 'Watts's 
chieflhip; ; ; 
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chiefſhip; and he had likewife been employed as the Company's l or 
agent, at the Nabob's court, but not ſince the year 1756: That at the time | 
he was ſeized, he was in ſome employment under Coſſim Ally Khan: That 
when Mr.  Vanſittart made Coſſim Nabob, he permitted Mr. Mort, an 
Engliſhman, to reſide at Muxadabad as a banker: That Harris Choudry 
complained to the witneſs, that Mr. Mott was about to ſeize a houſe, or 
piece of land, at Muxadabad, which belonged to him, and convinced him that 
Mr. Mott was going to do a piece of injuſtice, and obtained of him ſome 
ſeapoys for the protection of his property: That Mr. Mott, preſuming on 
the influence he had over the Nabob, by Mr. Vanſittart's means, did not 
deſiſt from ſeizing the houſe, but applied to the Governor of Muxadabad for 
ſeapoys, and a fray happened between the two parties, in which he believes 
ſome were wounded; in conſequence of which Harris Choudry was ſeized, 
and after ſome confinement, blown away from the mouth of a cannon, The 
witneſs believed Mr. Vanſittart did not uſe his influence with the Nabob to 
ſave him, deeming his execution a juſt reward for his rebellion, as he de- 
clared at the Board, upon the witneſs ſpeaking in his favour. The witneſs 
could not ſay whether it was underſtood by the Nabob, that he was under 
the Company's protection by having their ſeapoys; but ſaid that he granted 
him ſeapoys, as having been in the Company's ſervice as vackeel of the fac- 
tory. The witneſs further ſaid, He believed Harris Choudry was put to 
death merely on account of the conteſt with Mr. Mott; and did not know 
of any application of the Governor and Council to fave him. He believed 
Harris Choudry had no opportunity of mating ſuch application himſelf, 
being cloſe priſoner. 
Tux Committee, in the next place, examined into the cauſes of the war 
between Coflim Ally Khan and the Company; and Stanlake Batſon , Eſquire, 
being deſired to give an account of the effects of promulgating the Mongheer 

_ treaty, ſaid, That on the ſame being made public, the Nabob Coſſim Ally 
Khan ſent orders to all his Zeminders and officers to prevent the Engliſh 
from trading in falt, beetle-nut, and tobacco: That by one letter, which 
fell into the hands of the Engliſh, it appeared that the Nabob had ordered 
the man to whom it was addreſſed, to ſtop the Engliſh in their trade, all but 
his friends Meſſieurs Vanſittart and Haſtings : That the ſaid letter ought to 
be upon the conſultations; and he was ſure that the words, all but my 
friends Yen: and Haſtings,” or to that purpoſe, were in the letter read 


at 


» 
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at the Board, and that the other was to ſtop, the trade: That, | in his. opinian; 
the breach with Coſſim Ally Khan aroſe. kroch his deſire and intention of 
making himſelf totally independent of the Engliſh, and not from any inor- 
dinate deſire of the Engliſh to carry on the trade of the country without 
paying him his duties: That he never heard that the gentlemen, engaged in 
the ſalt, beetle · nut, and tobacco trade, refuſed paying the old eſtabliſhed 
duties; but that the Engliſh in general traded duty free: That, to the beſt of 
his knowledge, the Engliſh traded, prior to the year 1786, in all articles ex- 
cept ſalt, beetle - nut, tobacco, ſalt- petre, and Chutta filk, which were all 
farmed out: That ſalt is an import at Bengal, being made at Maſſulapatam 
and in Perſia: That the Engliſh began to trade in ſalt about the end of 17 37. 
ſoon after which it became general: That Coſſim Ally Khan threatened to 
lay open the trade of Bengal duty free, but he believed never did : That. if 
the order had: been put in execution, all. nations would have been on the ſame- 
footing as the Engliſh: That the Engliſh refuſing to pay the Nabob's duties, 
was alledged as one cauſe of the breach between them; but the witneſs * 
e it was not 9 755 lo, being, only. a Deng. | 


* * 
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General came 2 of tbe ca of the- Diffrence between Cali Ah. Khan. 


GENERAL CARNAC being exarnined as to the cauſes of the difference 

between Coſſim Ally Khan and the Engliſh, ſaid, That, in his opinion, 
Coſſim Ally Khan was determined, from the beginning, to ſet himſelf out of 
the reach of the Engliſh power as expeditiouſly as poſſible; and, that. it was 


natural he ſhould. do ſo, having no ſecurity, for the Engliſh faith being better 


kept with him than his predeceſſor Meer Jaffier, who had been eſtabliſhed by 
the unanimous approbatiom of the whole. ſettlement ;- whereas this revolution 
was effected by a few members of the then adminiſtration, who availed them- 
ſelves af an occaſional majarity-; and every. act of Coſſim Ally Khan's ſhewed 
his diſpoſition: he expreſſed. his. reſentment. on all occaſions. againſt” ſuch - 
. perſons of the country as had any intercourſe with the Engliſh, ſo that none 
of the officers. of the government dared viſit. the Engliſh in the familiar man- 
ner which had been uſual for two or three years paſt: he removed the ſeat of 
the government from Muxadabad, which had been the metropolis of his pre- 
8 deceſſora 
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deceſſo bor lever yen paſt, and intontled to have eltabllhell it ut Raja. 
maul; but at this time chiefly reſided at Mongheer, which was ſtill / coiſi- 
"derably further from the Engliſn ſettlement: in all parts of the oountry, of 
"Mongheer and Dacca particularly, they were 'buſily- employed in making 
arms for him; he diſtniſſed moſt of the troops that had been in the employ 
of his predeceſſor, from a fuſpicion of their having: an attachment ton the 
, and got a new ſet of Mogul officers in bis ſervice, 'who brought 
new troops 'with' them: he raiſed and diſeiplined a conſiderable number f 
; Feapoys, and collected as large an army as he could, at a great txpence, un- 
 heceſſarily, as” by the treaty with the Engliſh they were to lend him aſſiſtance 
In daſe His affairs requited it: he endeavoured to eut off the communication 
bekwten the fackory of Patna and the city,” by muteing up a gate contiguous 
to the fiftory, and fenced the part of the city towards che river witir a wall, 
40 the great incoriventence of che Company's boats; and chis cout only 
_ © have been done With hdftile intentions, as the vieinity of the factory, cand 
the Engliſh troops therein, were the beſt defence he eeuld have on chat fide ; 
and that the principal adviſers of Coflim Ally Khan in cheſe meaſureso were 
the Armenians, who ſeemed to wiſh to have the Engliſh extirpated from the 
country, that the principal ſhare of the commerce might be carried on 
"thfough knem: hat one Cejz Gtegory us at vhe hend of his army, und- he 
had ſeveral Armenians in the command of his ſeapoy battalions. 
Tux witneſs did not think there was any violation of treaties on the part 
"of the Eng gliſh ;*he ſaid, There might have been, and*probably-theretayete, 
dome ables" in che article of trade ; and that thoſe in che Bngliſh-4dminiſtra- 
tion, who were the friends of Coffim Ally Khan, took great-pains torhuve it 
repreſented, that hat was called inland trade vas the ſource of our diſ- 
1 ment with bim, and were _7 induſtrious” in proving that trade 
illegal. 
9106 aſked, Whether the Ebaipbiitc alledged by Coſfim Ally Khan 
- againſt Mr. Ellis, in Pane were well founded, he ſaid, He did not be- 
lieve they were ; but that the Nabob had been ind uſtriouſſy taught to be- 


lieve, that every gentleman who did not apptove of the revolution was hoſ. 
55 to ö him, and from therice he had Veen Soo of e mamma er 


| 1 55 before been ee to the chief of a  fatory : That this, eure 
g eerleumkances, 
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circumſtances, might excite, perhaps, too > ſtrong a degree of felentmetit. - 
that gentleman. 

— AnD in regard to the military tranſactions of that period, on As git of 
Janbury 1761, he took. the command of the army, which lay encamped 


cloſe to Patna, the capital of the province of Bahar, then in a moſt diſtracted 


ftare, The Shahzadah; who had in his ſervice Monfieur Law, with the 


* ſhattered remains of his countrymen from Chandernagore, was in Cotiget | 


Khan's country, not more than fifty miles from Patna, whither' the diſaffected 


Rajahs flocked to his ſtandard, and every Zemindar made a pretext of the 


troubles to evade payment of his ftipulared revenue; moreover, the Hint 
doftan troops, who compoſed part of the army, were grown outrageous from 
the changes of the government, as they deſpaired recovering the immenſe ar- 
rears of pay due to them by the depoſed Nabob, their late maſter. The 
protection offered by the Engliſh to the Shahzadah occaſioned much diſcons 
tent and jealouſy to the Nabob Coffim Ally Khan; nor was the Prince 
eaſy on his part, having been exceedingly alarmed by an inſurrection in his 


camp, the 23d of April, in which he would moſt probably have been cut. 


off, but for the timely interpoſition of the witneſs. The Shahzadah ſuſpected 


this inſurrection to have been ſet on foot by Coſſim Ally Khan: The 


Prince, finding that neither the Preſidency nor the Nabob were in-a condition 


to favour him to the extent of his- wiſhes, he was ſolicitous to leave the 


Engliſh army, 


Thar in the interim Colonel Coote arrived at the army, ſoon after which 
the Shahzadah began his march from Patna : That he was conducted by the 


witneſs to the Carumnaſſa (the river that ſeꝑarates the province of Bahar 
from Shujah Dowla's country): That he croſſed the river the 21ſt of June,. 
and was met the ſame day a few miles off by Shujah Dowla, The witneſs 


proceeded to ſays. that all poſſibility. of accommodation, after the continual = 


ſeries of diſputes which had ſubſiſted between the Engliſh. and Coſſim Ally. 


Khan, being cut off by the inhuman murder of Mr. Amyatt, and: the gentle- 


men of his. family, and his attendants, as they were returning under the 
faith of a ſafeconduct to Calcutta, a war was declared againſt: him the be- 
ginning of July 1763; the reſtoration of Meer lar, was reſolved on, and 
he was proclaimed accordingly. 
The witneſs further ſaid, That Colonel Coote 3 departed for Europe, 
the chief command devolved upon Major Adams, of his Majeſty s 84th 
D d regiment: 
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tegiment: That he the witneſs was ordered upon a ſeparate command, for 
the ſecurity of the province of Burdwan; but as the main army of Coflim 
Ally Khan was moving downwards, it was afterwards judged neceſſary. that 
the detachment under his command, ſhould join the Major, who had made 
his way through every oppoſition to the capital, and poſſeſſed himſelf of it 
by ſtorm: That he effected that junction with the utmoſt difficulty, on ac- 
count of the floods, and arrived in time to have a ſhare in the battle of Ge- 
riah, the ad of Auguſt : That, by the end of the year, after a campaign com- 
menced and proſecuted under the inconceivable hardſhips and difficulties 
which attend being in the field during the violence of the wet ſeaſon in Ben- 
gal, Coſſim Ally Khan was driven out of the provinces, and ſignalized his 
flight by the unparalleled and barbarous maſſacre, in cold blood, of every 
Engliſh gentleman, as well civil as military, (Mr. Fullerton only excepted) 
and of a number of other perſons, amounting in the whole to near three 
hundred, who had the ao through miſchances of war, to be his 


priſoners. 


Me Grant 's Account of the War with Coffim, of bis Forces, and of his 
| being arives out of bis Dominion. 


AJOR WILLIAM GRANT informed the Committee, that 
he was in India in the year 1763, in the ſeveral ſtations of Lieu- 
tenant in the army, Secretary and Aid de Camp to Major Adams, and 
Field Engineer. Major Adams was the the eldeſt Major in his Majeſ- 
ty's 84th regiment, and Commander in Chief of the troops in Bengal; 
which troops, when the Major took the field againſt Coſſim Ally Khan, 
amounted to ſix hundred Europeans, and nine companies of Seapoys, 
each company conſiſting of an hundred men; and a detachment of the 
Company s troops, conſiſting of an hundred Europeans and a battalion 
of Seapoys, were at that time at Midnapore, who were ordered to join 
him, and actually did fo, after the ſtorming the lines of Muxadabad : 


That, excluſive of the army above-mentioned, there was a detachment . - 


of fifty Europeans, the Black Cavalry, and three companies of Seapoys, 
with two guns, ordered on as an ad guard of the army, on the 
25th of J ones to Nr and intended for 118 Protection of the Burdwan 

province. 


( 


. 


2 
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province. Te detachment was with very great giffibulty "eholpped, 
there being -a great want of bullocks for drawing the artillery and carry- 
ing the tents; likewiſe of boats, cooleys, and almoſt every other necel: - 


ſary. Of the number of about fix hundred and fifty Europeans, as above 5 IP .44 
ſtated, about four hundred and twenty might be 2 W and 2 3 


the reſt were the troops of the Company. : | ED 
On the 26th of June the army marched, in order to join the ad. N 
. vanced detachment at Ambore; where they arrived the 1oth of July. 
On the 4th, it had been determined by the Board, to proclaim Meer 
Jaffier Nabob, having the preceding day received ſome alarm of Mr. 
Amyatt and the Coſſimbuzar factory, though no certain intelligence had 
been procured, the letter-carriers having been driven from their reſpec- 
tive ſtations, by order of Coſſim Ally Khan. On the 1oth, they received 
intelligence of the total defeat of the troops at Patna, and a confirma- ùX„ 
tion of the maſſacre of Mr. Amyatt at Coſſimbuzar. On the 11th, the EE. 
Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khan, after having concluded the treaty" with | — 
the Governor and Council, left Calcutta to join the army; the wit- | : 
neſs attended him as his eſeort. On the 14th, they joined the army, then 5 
advanced to Agurdeep. On the igth, they came to a general engage- 
ment with the enemy, under the command of Mahomed Tucky Khan, 
at Bullopara, when they gained -a complete victory; in conſequence 
of which the enemy abandoned Cutwall, a fort on the conflux of the 
rivers Coffimbuzar and Agar. — On the 23d, the army advanced to | = 
Chunna Colly ; and on the 24th, in the morning, ftormed the enemy's „ -4Y 
inveſtments at Mootejil, by which they got poſſeſſion of Muxadabad, ba 
with about fifty pieces of cannon. The 25th or 28th, the army croſſed the 
Coſſimbuzar river, and was joined by the detachment: before-mentioned. 
from Midnapore. On the 2d of Auguſt, after croſſing a nulla or 
ravin, in the face of the enemy, they came to a general engagement with 
the whole of their troops, in a plain called Geriah: That the enemy had 
collected. their hole force, conſiſting of ten or twelve battalions of Sea- 
poys, regularly diſciplined, and; by report, of fifteen thouſand horſe, with 
ſeventeen pieees of cannon, mounted in the Engliſh manner, being many 
of them taken from their army. and factory at Patna, and worked by 
an hundred and ſeventy Europeans :- after an obſtinate diſpute - of - 
__ hours, (in which the enemy broke a part of the Englim troops, 55 
D d 2. had 
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had taken poſteſion af two pieces of their cannon, and n his 
Majcſty's 84th regiment, in front and rear) they gained a complete vic- 
tory ; the enemy having abandoned. all their - cannon, together with an 
hundred and fifty boats, laden with grain and other ſtores: That on the 
11th, the army. advanced to. Qutahaulla, a fort which the enemy had 
fortified, being ſituate between the chain of hills and the river; from 
the former to the latter they had thrown up an intrenchment, on which 
they ty mounted about an hundred pieces of cannon. the. entrench- 
ment was full of water, deep, and about fifty or ſixty feet broad; the 
ground in front was ſwampy, and no poſſibility of an approach, but on 
the bank of the river, where. the ground was dry for about the breadth 
of an hundred yards: there they thought it neceſſary to make a ſhew of 
4 regular attack, in order to draw off the enemy's attention from che 
banks next the hill; but as they were daily harraſſed by numerous bo- 
dies of their cavglry, both in front and rear, they were under the ne- 
ceſſity of extending their encampment, After having amuſed the enemy 
with their approaches and batteries on the bank of the river, where they 
made falſe attacks, on the gth of September they made the real one, 
on the foot of the hill; in which, after an obſtinate reſiſtance, they ſuc- 
ceeded, and got poſſeſſion of the whole of their cannon, having made 
2 very great ſlaughter of the enemy, and taken about one thouſand of 
their cayalry priſoners. It was reported, that Coſſim had ſixty thouſand 
people in arms in that entrenchment; and the whole Engliſh army. did 
not amount, to more than three. thouſand firelocks. That about the end 
of September, they advanced to the neighbourhood of Mongheer, which 
they were obliged to attack regularly; and in the beginning of Octo- 
ber, after having made a practicable breach, the garriſon, conſiſting of 
two. thouſand Seapoys, capitulated. That place Coſſim had made his ca- 
pital, and had ſtrengthened as much as his time and circumſtances would 
admit. I here they received accounts of the maſſacre of the Engliſh gen- 
tlewen and ſoldiers who were priſoners of war, amounting al en to 
abopt two hundred, at Patna and other places. 

_ Any the witneſs obſeryed, That at Chabaud, when on W to 
Mongheer, Major Adams received a letter. from Coſſim Ally Khan, ſig · 
nifying his reſolution, in caſe the arm mould advance further, to cut 
off the Engliſh, gentlemen in his ane, At that time Meflicurs ben 
111 3 $i] ation, 


CE 


- 
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Bates and Carnac, wrote to Meſſieur: Eu ant] 5 Wee Kms 
them-.2o- endeavour to purchaſe their Hberty of the guard” Who" were cher. 
them, at any price; to which they returned for anſwer; Thit they ought FF og _— = 
not to be attentive" to them; fof they muſt ſubmit to their fate: ng 1 
deſired, that no ee 10 ne 7 pibvetit ook has from pie ä Wo 
coding. A, 03 OO | | 
Tus W fanberobbrad/ That it was while che army lay at Chi. - 
ble that they were informed that Ramnarram and Rajah Buflab were 3 
ſent out in à boat from Mongheer, before Coffim had left it, to a little 
reach in the river, in Night of the gartiſon, where they wete put to death: 
and about the ſame time, Rajah Fulta Sing, anck nine more of Kam- 
narrain't relations, were Mkewiſe put to death: and that, on the advance of 
the army to Patna, they found the bodies of the two Stets' buried in 8 
an apartment of a houſe at Zakar; they had been put to death by Coſſim's 23 
order, and expoſed, under a guard of Seapoys, to beaſts and birds of * 
!!!!!! be* buried, according" t the rites" of their Re: 3 
religion, being Gentoos. : 

And the witneſs proceeded to relate, Thar" whore" it es r d 
ach they were advanced to the environs of Patna, of which place, ws 
after a ſpirited defence, they made themſelves maſters on the 6th of | BE 
November *, by ſtorm ; the enemy having, in the courſe of the liege, 1 
got poſſeſſion of one of their batteries, and blown up their magazine. | 
— After the capture of Patna, the enemy made no further ſtand. —The =—_ 
army advanced, about the end of December, to the banks of the Ca- | "i 

rumnaſſa, the boundary of the province; at which time Coffin, wWitlt : 3 
the ſhattered: remains of his: amy and treaſure, wits" wanting to complete 
his bridge of boats over the Ganges, in order to croſs over to Shu- 

jah Dowlah's country, which he entered on the 4th: of December. On 
the gth, Major Adams left the army under the command of Major Knox, 
intending to embark for Europe. — Tbe troops, he ſaid, at this time lying 
inactive on the frontiers of the province, entertained an idea, that their: officers 
would not proceed to the neceſſary ſeverity of military puniſhments ; and RET. 
in his opinion, this was the, firſt, grounds of the mutinous difpofitiow which 1 
prevailed in their army for: ſom, time aſter, and had: well nigh.  occa- 1 


0. 763. 


55 ſioned 
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fioned the loſs of the whole province: That about the middle of Jas 
nuary * be arrived, at. Calcutta, e he rd the belt account, of 
Major Adams's. death.” - fy 


Tur witneſs being queſtioned 2140 the e of com Ally | 


| Khan's army, he ſaid, It was better appointed, and better diſciplined, 
than he had ever ſeen any Indian army before. And being aſked; 
Whether, on the march of the army unden Major Adams, the probabi- 
lity of ſucceſs was. an the ſide of the Engliſh: or Meer Coſſim? he ſaid, 
To a reflecting mind, it muſt evidently have appeared in favour of Coſ- 
ſim, though the troops were, he believed, all determined, to a * 
either to conquer or die, there being no other reſource. 

Taz witneſs alſo aſked, Where Coſſim Ally Khan was | Cupplied 


with the great quantities of artillery he all along appeared to have had? 


be ſaid, That he purchaſed the greateſt part of his field-artillery clan- 


deſtinely of the Europeans; that he had carriages made by his own 
people, from Engliſh models; that two ſix- pounders were delivered over 


to him at Patna (by whom, he does not know); and that his carriages | 


were made with. elevate ſcrews; and in ever pe as 7 8 as *. 
models. 


—5 — * 
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| Reftoration of Meer Yaffier, and and. he War 20 Shujab 9 8 to. 
whom Coffim _—_ Khan had fled 5 Protection. 2111 


H E ade relative to * n of Meer Jaffier, and the 

war with Shujah Dowla, begins with the opinion given by Major 
Carnac to the Council at Fort gers 4th July 17633 „ which, was as 
follows: | 


M. jon Cannac entirely Adee the Nubien in favour of Tof- 
im Ally Khan, and did not the authority, by which it was ef- 


8 . es, 
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fected, ſufficient, from a conviction, if the whole Council had been con- 
ſulted, the majority would have been againſt it; yet, from the moment 
we had the advice of our employers having acquieſced therein, it became 
our common duty to ſupport to the utmoſt the new Nizam, ſo long as 
our rights and privileges were not infringed: by him; and the Major can 
ſafely aver, no perſon at the Board i is more truly concerned than himſelf,” a 
the meaſures we are under the indiſpenſable neceſſity of taking. The Na- 
bob Coſſim Ally Khan has, for ſome time paſt, ſhewn' ſuch an indiſßo- 
ſition towards us, as would render it the height of folly to place any con- 
fidence in him; and, however inclined the Board have ſhewn themſelves, by 
their long forbearance, and their ſending deputies; to the eſtabliſhment of 
a mutual friendſhip, he has, by his late acts, abſolutely put it out of our 
power, conſiſtently with Honour, to come to an accommodation with him; 
we ſhall therefore be juſtified to the Company and the world, in exerting our 
endeavours for the reſtoration of Meer Jaffier ; an atonement which Major 
Carnac looks upon as due to him for the injuſtice which he thinks was done 
him in depoſing him; and he is of opinion he ſhould be proclaimed at Cal- 
cutta, and taken up by Major Adams to Moorſhedabad, and there placed 
upon the Muſnud ; and that a manifeſto ſhould be publiſhed, ſetting forth 
the reaſons for the change of government: and there is no doubt but that, 
as Meer Jaffier, from the conſideration in which he has for many years been 
held, muſt have a number of friends, ſeveral of the moſt conſiderable perſons 
in the country will flock to his ſtandard. 

Ma jox Carnac begs leave to ſubmit to the Board the terms which, in his 
opinion, ſhould be made the ground- work of a treaty to be concluded be- 
tween us and Meer Jaffier. 

Tux confirmation of the ceſſion of the three provinces of Burdwan, Mid- 
napore, and Chittagong; with this alteration, that they be now made over to 
us in property, inſtead of their 1 revenues oony being aſſigned to us, as is che 
caſe at preſent. 

Ax univerſal freedom of trade to be allowed us, and the other N 
which the deputies were commiſſioned vo demand of Coſſim Ally Khan. 5 

Tux defraying the expences of the war, and a full indemnification to be 
made to the private ſufferers, as well as to the public, for all loſſes ſuſtained. 
To enable Meer Jaffier to do ſo immediately, the treaſure of Coſſim Ally 
Khan, if laid hold of, to ”" put into his hands; but in cafe of failure 
herein, 
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herein; the enden cOths Nuddea ER OY mongiged v9 ws till eve 
body is reimburſed. | | n RT 

Tas farm of the denen Betas to-be given to dhe Company, 1 9 

Tux ill conſequence of: ſuffering an overgrowth of power in a Nabe 
being but too apparent, he ſhould in future be limited in the number of his 
forces, ſo as to be obliged to have his main dependence upon thoſe of the 
Eogliſh': the principal of our troops ſhould therefore be ſtationed at Bur- 
rumpoor (where there is a piece of ground already marked out and given to 
us) where proper cantonments may be erected for them at the Nabobꝰ ex- 
pence, and the ſingle batta alſo paid by him. There they will be at hand to 
be detached. wherever he has occaſion for their ſervices; and this diſpoſition 
will preſerye our military, it being a very healthy ſpot; whereas they have 
fatally experienced (the two laſt — ph Ig unhealthineſs « 
Calcutta. 

AGREBABLE to this opinion Meer e was agg declared Nabob. 

, | 


— 


6 Fort William, the 8th December, 12 
At a Conſultation z Preſent, 
The Honourable Henry Vanſittart, Eſquire, enden 

Commodore John B“. Tinker, „ 
Warren Haſtings,, . 1 
Randolph Marriott, | 8 

Hugh Watts, 
A. William 1 


AGRE ED we write a letter ta Major Adams, acquainting. 9 1 Wee 
hae paid due attention to the contents of his, as well as of the other 


letters from Shujah Dowla, Shitabroy, &c.: That we ſhall immediately fix, 
on ſome proper perſon to ſend as our agent to Shujah Dowla's court, from 


whom, being informed of the ſtate and intereſts, of the ſeveral, chicfs of the 
empire, we, may. be enabled to Judge. of any. particular. engagements, Shujah, 
Dowla may. propoſe to enter into with, the Company: That, in the wean 
time we have determined thus far, that Shujah, Dawla's dominions lying con- 
tigucus to the provinces. of Bengal, i it will be for our mutual intereſts tc 


ene Dn and defenſive, alance; and that ue dg therefore em- 
power 
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power him to promiſe in our name that we thall. be ready to. aſſiſt Shujah 


Dowla, either againſt Coſſim Ally Khan, or any other enemy who may in- 


vade or attack his dominions : That in return, however, we ſhall. expect 
from him to declare himſelf openly an enemy of Coſſim Ally Khan, and uſe 
his utmoſt endeavours to ſeize and deliver him up with all his effects: and 
unleſs an alliance of this nature is firſt concluded with Shujah Dowla, or an 
invitation received from him, Beny Bahadre, or ſome other officer of note em- 
powered to make it, we would not have our army paſs the Carumnaſſa: That 
if, in return for this advance of ours towards an alliance, Shujah Dowla, on 
his part, incline to ſend a principal perſon to treat at Calcutta, we deſire he 
will furniſh him with the neceſſary paſſports but that if, contrary to our ex- 
pectations, Shujah Dowla ſhould join his army with Coſſim Ally Khan, we 

deſire he will, on the firſt appearance of ſuch a junction, write to Shajah 


Dowla in high terms; declaring that we look upon it as an open act of hol-. 


tility againſt us, and ſhall purſue him with all our forces wherever he goes. 
That he (the Major) will accordingly i in ſuch caſe adviſe us, and we ſhall 
immediately, with the aſſiſtance of the ſquadron, reinforce him to the utmoſt 
of our power, to enable him to enter Shujah Dowla's dominions — That we 


obſerve from theſe letters, Shujah Dowlah and Beny Bahadre are deſirous of 


our becoming ſecurity for the payment of the King's revenues, in return for 


the ſubadary ſaneds to be granted to the Nabob ; but this we would on no 
account agree to; neither do we think, conſidering the King's preſent ſitu- 
ation, and the ſtate of the empire, that theſe ſaneds are of any ſuch conſe- 
quence as to make the Nabob anxious for obtaining them at the great ex- 
- pence which has hitherto attended applications to the court = That of. theſe 
our ſentiments he will acquaint the Nabob, and recommend to him not to 
make any promiſe of money on that head; pointing out to him at the ſame 
time, that the weight and ſecurity he derives from our protection i is greatly 
ſuperior to any that can be conveyed him by theſe ſaneds; and that all the 
money he can collect will be wanted to pay his own troops, and fulfil his 
agreements with the Company — That from what appears to us of Shujah 
Dowla's circumſtances, we think it very poſſible he would give all his aſſiſt- 
ance for obtaining the ſaneds, for the ſake only of our offered alliance And 
upon this footing, therefore, he (the Major) may acquaint the Nabob that he 
ſhall requeſt them That as theſe negociations, the neighbourhood of the 
Kn and Shujah Dowla's army, and the large force with which Coſſim 4 
Ee | Khan 
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Khan has retired from the province, may open ſcenes of buſineſs of great 
conſequence to our nation in India -e muſt earneſtly repeat our requeſt, 
that he will remain in the command of the wy until the Cee "OO 
doubtful affairs is become more certain. 

Bur before thefe inſtructions reached Major Adams, he had reflgned the 
command of the army ; which he did on the gth of December 1763 : and 
when this was known to the Preſident and Council, ward addrefled the follow- 
ing to Major _ Carnae: 


— 


SIR, 21 2d February vis 
GREEABL Y to the reſolution of Council the 3oth December, you 
vill pleaſe to proceed with all expedition to the province of Bahar, and 
take upon you the command of the army now ſtationed there. On your ar- 
rival at camp, you will direct one hundred Europeans and a thouſand ſea- 
poys to return to Bengal, as we intend a detachment of that force, with 
two pieces of artillery, ſhall always be cantoned at Ghyrottee, and kept | in 
readineſs to execute any ſervices which may be requiſite below, _ | 
As Coſſim Ally Khan has now fled out of theſe provinces, into the domi- 
nions of Shujah Dowla, the principal object of the army under your com- 
mand will be to watch his further motions, and guard and maititain the tran- 
quillity of the frontiers; and you will therefore pleaſe to canton the troops 
* as near the boundaries of the province as you may think neceſſary for theſe 
24 | purpoſes. | | 
1 From the diſpoſition which the King and Shujah Dowla has expreſſed, in 
| their late letters to us, and the anſwers which we wrote them, we are in hopes 
they may determine to ſurrender Coſſim Ally Khan into our hands; or, at 
leaſt, by ſtripping him of his wealth, and obliging him to diſband his forces,, 
put it out of his power to give us any further diſturbance. But if, contrary 
to our expectations, they ſhould reſolve to join the fortune of Coſſim Ally 
Khan, and march with their forces towards Bengal, we deſire you will ad- 
"ance the army to the banks of the Carumnaſſa, and oppoſe and prevent any 
enemies from entering the country. | 
On ſentiments regarding the conduct to be obſerved towards the King 
"and Shujah Dowla, you will find contained in our letter of inſtructions to. 
"the late Major Adams, dated 8th December 1763 ; of which a copy is here- 
1 vi th delivered for your information. And as the anſwers to the letters which 
were 


— 


— 
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were wrote alſo to them at che ſame time, muſt paſs through wins 
| will be enabled to take your meaſures CER to e eee 
may contain. | 
Is this letter to Major Adams, we ane our opinion with. reſpali to 
the Nabob's making application for the King's ſaneds, and which, you will 
obſerve, we defired ts be communicated to the Nabob. The Prefident like- 


under the neceſſity of ſending orders to the commanding officer of the army, 
of which copies are incloſed for your information, And we cannot help 
repeating here, that we think this ſtep of the Nabob's a mark of bad po- 
licy and great imprudence; for making remittances to the King can only 
be conſidered as ſupplying the finances of Shujah Dowla, who ſecks bur an 
opportunity of invading and moleſting the Nabob's government; nay, is 
perhaps at this very period become his open and declared enemy, Beſides, 
admitting the royal confirmation to be a matter requiſite either for the public 


or the Nabob's own private ſatisfaction, it would certainly be a more proper 


time to apply for it when once all parts of the country have teſtified a firm 
allegiance to his government, and he has been fully eſtabliſhed in his domi- 
nion over it. We ſhall always endeavour to carry ourſelves towards the 
Nabob- in ſuch a manner as to give him no juſt cauſe of diſguſt ; but we 
muſt hope, and our employers will expect, that, for ſuch conduct, he will 
not be wanting in a ſuitable return, by a proper obſervance of his engage- 
ments, and an attention to their intereſt ; and that therefore he will, for the 
preſent, {et aſide the above-mentioned reſolution, which plainly tends to their 
injury in both theſe reſpects. 

Tun Nabob has wrote to the Preſident, that it is his 1 intention to return to 
Calcutta in the month of March next — we deſire, therefore, you will en- 
courage him therein, as far as you may find opportunities, having many 
points to ſettle with Nun neceſſary for the welfare of his and our govern- 

ment. 
| As we are informed that the fort of Rotas remains ill independent, we 
E e 2 deſire 


wiſe then wrote to the Nabob to the ſame effect; but we are ſorry to find, 
that notwithſtanding our counſel, he continues ſtill very earneſt in this point, 
and has actually executed an agreement to pay to the King twenty-eight 
lacks of rupees annually, with five lacks Nuzerrana, with a view of obtain- 
ing theſe ſaneds, and that he is ſeeking means to remit above one half of that 
ſum immediately to court. In conſequence of this intelligence, we have been 


212  RyeTonxaTION or Merz Jarreren, 


deſire you will endeavour to reduce it, in caſe you can find an opportunity ; 
that is to ſay, if it ſhould appear that it can be done without any inconveni- 
ence to the other objects of your TE or occaſioning the loſs of much 
time and men. 

In conſequence of the opinion of yourſelf and the other field-officers, that 
the ſmall body of European cavalry we now maintain, can never prove of 

ſervice adequate to the great expence which attends their eſtabliſhment, we 
have determined to reduce them all, excepting one troop — we deſire there- 
fore you will incorporate the officers and men with the battalion, and order 
the horſes to be diſpoſed of to the beſt advantage, after completing the troop 
commanded by Captain George Hay, wah we. mean ſhall ſtand, to pd 
private, and its proper officers. - 

- Szns1BLE of your regard for the 8 s intereſt, we need hardly re- 
commend to you to have in view the reduction of the expences of the army, 
whenever, and as far as the nature of the ſervices you have to execute will 
admit. 

WI rely entirely on your prudence, courage, and good conduct; and, 
wiſhing you always health and ſucceſs, we are, with eſteem, &c. 

| 'R, LevcesTeR. SEE Henry Van SITTART. 


Proper Major Carnac reached the army, the following letters were received : 
To the Honourable Henry Vanſittart, Eſq; Preſident and Governor of 
Fort William. 

 HowovraBLe SIR, 

LAM extremely ſorry to inform you, that, notwithſtandi ing all eib 
ta keep the troops in due bounds, yeſterday morning the European batta- 
lion forced the drummers to beat the General, without apprizing any of their 
officers, and ſtood to their arms, appointing themſelves a leader. After load- 
ing their pieces and fixing their bayonets, they took poſſeſſion of the artillery- 
parks, forcing the laſcars and ſome gunners to draw out fix guns, placing 
| three on each flank; the European horſe, formed on the right, and the 
Mogul's on the left; the Seapoys were likewiſe in motion, but by a timely 
admonition they deſiſted. All endeavours were ufed to pacify the Europeans, 
but in vain, In this order they proceeded through the Nabob's camp, 


| 8 85 a nulla, and directed their march towards the Carumnaſfa. When I 
i found 
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found they were not to be Ane at any rate, I ſent Captain Stables to 
_ apprize the Nabob, who came and met them on their march offered a lack 


of rupees, one half to be paid immediately, and the remainder at one o'clock 

in the afternoon, which was all he could produce in camp; but neither 
promiſes or threats could ſtop them. For want of draught bullocks, the 
cannon were loſt on the _ _ and in « the Nahod/acomps.! which I returned 

to camp again. 

- T FoLLoweD them, in company with many of l officers, ad 
vouring to perſuade them-to march back to camp, and receive the money 
the Nabob had ſent, About a hundred dropt them on the march, and 
returned: on their arrival at the Carumnaſſa, they drew up on the parade, in 
the front.of the guns belonging to the detachments, and immediately ſecured 
them ; in the mean time, the Mogul horſe diſperſed themſelves amongſt the 
ſeapoys of the detachment, to influence them to join. Here I got them to 

halt to take a dram and biſcuit; while the drams were ſerved, we prevailed on 
moſt of the Engliſh to return; but the French, and moſt of the foreigners, 
perſiſted in croſſing the Carumnaſſa, to the amount of about three hundred, 
and proceeded towards Banaras; at the ſame time, by the influence of the 
Mogul horſe, part of two battalions of ſeapoys, of the Carumnaſſa detach- 
ment, ruſhed to their arms, fixed their bayonets, and followed them acroſs 
the river. Growing towards the evening, I took the remainder of the Euro- 
peans with the guns to the grand camp, leaving ſome officers to aſſiſt the 
ſeapoy officers, To-day we have got many of the ſeapoys to return, with 
ſome of the Europeans; and I expect moſt of the ſeapoys, with about ſeventy 
Europeans, will return this evening, on condition of being pardoned. There 
is a body of Frenchmen, about one hundred and fifty, headed by Serjeant 
Delamar, and two of the French ſerjeants, that have halted on the banks of 
the Ganges, oppoſite Banaras, but cannot croſs for want of boats; I have 
very little hopes of this party's returning, for it ſeems to haye been a preme- 
ditated ſcheme of the French in particular, to entice the beſt part of the 

army over to the enemy, under the pretence of donatian-money, at the lame 
time were determined to refuſe all offers of caſh whatever. 

Tuis morning I ordered part of the donation to be paid from the lack 
which the Nabob ſent, the Europeans received forty rupees per man, and: 
the ſeapoys ſix rupees each; the non-commiſſioned officers in proportion; this 


n to have ſatisfied them, and I ts moſt of tho Europeans. that 
| have 
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= "i have returned ate aſhamed. of their proceedings, being convinced: of the- bad 
3 intention of their leaders an nn 0 a then-ines a crime "which h they | 
*' | hes never intended. 2 10 
_ TI Sn, with the aftſtance of my officers, 4 un 3 cos to 
| " regain thoſe ſtill miſſing, and am in great hopes, by their preſent behaviour, 
that the fury of the ſtorm is paſt. However, I think it proper that the army 
be kept in motion, which may partly prevent the like for the future. I 
. purpoſe ſhifting ground often, ſtill keeping the diſtrict between the Soane 
= and Carumnaſſa, and ſhould be glad to be honoured with your orders. _ 
HL | advice. 
Tax Nabob propoſed aui out for Calcutta two days ago, but jo 
a letter from Shitabroy, that he ſhould ſet out from Illiabad. e 
with the ben ths has detained him a few days longer. 
ee 
8 5 ä Honourable Sir, 
Camp at Sut, near Carumnaſſa, . Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
February 12, 1764. c WIILI IAM JENNINGS. 
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* Second Letter from Captain Jennings, at Camp, 28 February, 1764. 


To the Honourable Henry vanſittart, Eſq; Preſident and Governor, Kc. 
of F ort William. 8 : 


* A 


Hovounants SIR, 


I RECEIVED your favour of the gth of 1 and ſhould have an- 
ſwered it ſooner, but our advices for ſome time have been very intricate, 
| both from Illiabad, and Shujah Dowla's amp. 

1 Tus Nabob's (Meer Jaffier) intelligence, which 8 with ours, 
yy, are, that Shitabroy is ſtopped from coming; and that the King and Shujah 
: Dowla are come to à reſolution to aſſiſt Coſſim Ally Khan, and put him 

again in poſſeſſion of Bengal. I am informed that Coſſim Ally, by order of 
Shujah Dowlah, has ſent Beg Jemmadar, with two hundred horſe, and four 
companies of ſeapoys, to Bulwant Sing, who is to aſſiſt them for their march 
to Rotaſgur, to carry off the treaſures and effects left there. Upon enquiry, 
I find there is no way of preventing this party, but by eroſſing the Carum- 
naſſa, their route INE round the hills, through Bulwant Sing s country, 
which 


Aus x2 Win w1rn dea Det. : 


which brings them to hey WR! _ of Rotaſgur, "withour entering * 
Nabob's dominions. Lat rim , rect f 

Mjox Carnac . ee ky diy at Patna, 1 haves wrote eerie 
his orders. have ſome reaſon to think that Shujah Dowla has ſent people to 


our camp to corrupt our men. I have confined a fukeer, Who is accuſed by 


an European of offering his ſervice to the revolted party on their way ta: 


the Carumnaſſa, promiſing to conduct and ſupply them with proviſion on 
their march up the country: and by a letter from Captain Stables, received. 


laſt night from the Nabob's camp at Doudnagur, Us mne tis! now confirmed 


that Shujah Dowla enticed our people to deſert. 
Tux army's only complaint is the dearneſs and great Kare of pee; 


The Budgpoor country has been entirely ruined by Coſſim Ally Khan's army, 
and it is with great difficulty we can get ſupplies at any rate; moſt part comes 


from Patna. I have wrote to Mr. Batſon, who has promiſed to aſſiſt us all that 


is in his power : I likewiſe diſpatch large parties twice a week 'to Patna for 


grain ; but notwithſtanding which, I am greatly afraid we ſhall be but ill 20 
vided : at * en en Wa e can n barely live on their 4 47-8 


Soon after this lerer was weren by: 65 Council, be following Ae 
were received from Major Carnac, dated at Patna the iſt and 2d of March, 
the former confirming Captain Jennings's intelligence, with regard to 
Shujah Dowla and Coſſim Ally Khan; and the latter repreſenting the great 


inconvenience to which the army is expoſed, on aceount of the extraordinary 


ſcarcity and dearneſs of all ſorts of grain, and the diſcontent which it occa- 
ſions among the troops, and requeſting we will ſend orders for forwarding 


them ſupplies as ſpeedily as poſſible; likewiſe recommending the removal of 


Captain Grant's battalion. of ſeapoys up to the army, as they have been unin- 
feed; and having a battalion ſent from camp to Chittagong in their room. 
On the receipt of theſe letters, the Preſident wrote to the Nabob, defir- 
ing he would ſend orders to his officers. in Purnea, Dinagepoor; and Radſhy, 
and the other diſtricts, where grain is moſt plentifully produced, to collect 
all they could, and ſend large quantities te Fatrai and recom: ding to him 
9 neceſſity of enforcing theſe orders. i Bs 
Tur Council alſo wrote the Major, the 19th of Marche obſerve the 
— there is to expect that Shujah Dowla will either come himſelf, or favour 


an n into Bahar: that if theſe advices ſhould prove to have founda-- 
9. | tion, 


* 
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ORD ve think: i will be more adviſeable to catry the war into Schah 
Dowla's country, than to wait for his entering the province: that we deſire 
him, immediately on ſuch confirmation being received, if the troops are to be 
depended upon, to march the army acroſs the Carumnaſſa, and proceed 
to act offenſively to the beſt advantage: that in the mean time we ſhall hold 
further reinforcements in readineſs, conſiſting of the detachment of the 84th 
. regiment, the marines of the ſquadron, and a party of the artillery, which 
will, in all, make about 200 men, with two pieces of cannon, to march and 


Join the army whenever it ſhall be judged neceſſary. | 
Tae Preſident and Council, enter the following 8 from Major 
Carnac, dated the 7th and 8th inſtant; the former adviſing us of his ar- 
rival at the camp, and that all accounts agree, that Meer Coſſim has engaged 
Shujah Dowla to march this way: That the mutinous ſpirit of the troops 
is far from being ſuppreſſed; for that the officers aſſure him, they have inti- 
mations there will be a further demand made of the donation money, both 
by Europeans and Seapoys: That a havildar of Captain Galliez's battalion 
expreſſed himſelf ſo inſolently on this matter, he has thought proper to con- 
fine him, and ſend him down to Calcutta in irons; and that he has allo + 
.ordered down five Europeans, who have been ſome time under confinement, 
for deſertion and other crimes, and recommends their being ſent on board 
the King's ſhips. The letter of the 8th confirms «be ingelligence of * 
Dowla's moving this way. | 
.. AGcain,on thezgth of March, 1764, N 1 from Major TO 
he 15th inſtant, incloſing a paper of intelligence from the King's camp, and 
adviſing us, that finding Shujah Dowla was on the move towards him, he has 
thought it incumbent upon him to advance the army towards the frontiers, to 
oppoſe. the enemy's entrance into the province: That he has judged it neceſſary 
to make another dividend to the troops, to the amount of twenty rupees to 
each private European, and half that ſum to each ſeapoy : That the ſeapoys 
have now received each 30 rupees, which he looks upon to be as much as 
they are entitled to, and that this was intimated to them at this laſt payment: 
That one of the companies made a little ſtir on the occaſion, but that it 
ended with his puniſhing two or three ſeapoys, who were principally con- 
cerned, and turning them out of the ſervice : That the officers, from a 
conviction the men will never be in right temper, ſo long as any part of 
the donation remains due to them, have agreed not to receive their propor- 
[1543 10 . tions, 


tions, till the ſoldiers have had their intire-ſhares : That after che Jefertion of 
0 many Frenchmen, he could entertain no favourable opinion of the fewwho 
ſtaid behind, TOO AIG not avoid hog. W they * ſo with ſome * 
view. * e 

And on the 3d of April recdinied a letter From: Major Carnac, dated. the 
18th inſtant; incloſing one he has received from Shitabroy; to which he refers 
us, for information of Shujah Dowla's intention againſt us; and expreſſing 
his concern to find, that by the advices from Calcutta, of the 8th, the rein- 
forcement under the command of Captain Pemble had not yet begun their 
march that their being ſo late, renders it next to impoſſible for them to 
join in time, and that he muſt therefore put every thing to riſk, with the 
force he has at preſent, however little to be depended on, after what has 


paſſed ; further adviſing us, that he would fain croſs the Carumnaſſa, and 


give the enemy a meeting. as far as poſſible from the boundary, but that he 


fears the diſtreſs they are in for proviſions, being only ſupplied from day to 


day, will not permit his doing ſo; and that he ſhall be obliged to keep cloſe 
by the Ganges, to ſecure a conveyance by water, having had intimation that 
the enemy's deſign is to hover at a diſtance around them, and endeavour to 


cut off their ſupplies. That a treaty of alliance has been ſome time in agi- 


tation, between the Nabob and Bulwant Sing, the Rajah of Banaras: that 


the Nabob is now very anxious for its being brought to a concluſion; and 


propoſed to him, that evening, ſetting his ſeal thereto, on the part of the 
Engliſh, without which the Rajah will not enter into any engagement: 
that he ſhall be very unwilling to take a ſtep of ſuch a nature, without firſt 
knowing whether it be agreeable to us; but that the preſent exigency will 


ot admit the delay of waiting our anſwer. 
VUrom whith the following reſolution is entered Having duly conſidered 


this letter of Major Carnac, we are unanimouſly of opinion, that as Shujah 


Dowla has now openly eſpouſed the cauſe of Coſſim Ally Khan, and encou- 
rages his deſign of an invaſion into Bengal, we can entertain no further 
thoughts of entering into a treaty with him; on the contrary, we think it ou? 
duty to form againſt him all the enemies we poſſibly can; that the propoſed 
alliance with Bulwant Sing will therefore be a very proper meaſure, and prove, 
as well now as in all time to come, a ou barrier and defence to the Ben- 
80 provinces. 


' AGREED, therefore, that we write to Major Carnac, adviſing him, that we 
911 Ff ſhall 
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Hal approve ehdfely er hiv entering into the [imvended/ tiehtyl in conertt 
with the Nabob; and of Ms engaging to protect and maintain Bufwant Sing 
indepencknt, bath how and hereufter: That the detachment, which in our 
letter of the 12th we mentioned we ſhould hold in readineſs, will march this 
day from Ghyrottee, under the command of Captain Weymyſs ; fo: that we 
have now teinfotced Him with every man that is capable of bearing arms: 
That, for the defence of this part of the country, particulatly the province of 
Burd wan, againſt any derached parties which may be ſent to make inroads 
by tlie way of the hilt, we are completing the battalions at Burdwan and 
Midna poor, and ſhall call Captain Grant from Chittagong, with all the ſea- 
poys in thoſe parts, excepting one battalion of the new eſtabliſhmene ; and 
that this force, with what aſfiftance Commodore Tinker may yield us, for 
the ſervice of the artillery, is all we have to depend on: That ve. muſt 
Kill ſuppoſe che Nabob has iſſued orders to his officers, for ſending to Patna 
All the grain that can be collected in the different countries; but that, for 
his fatisfaction and our own, we ſhall write to Mr. Gray to be certainly 
informed, and direct him alſo to adviſe him; und if the officers have 
not received orders to that effect, to purchaſe all he ean on aceount of the 
Company, and forward it on to Patna: That we incloſe him a letter from 
the Preſident to Shujah Dowla, with an Engliſh tranſlation for his peruſal, 
Which, if he thinks it N FIr" as at "the time he a he wil * to 


Forward on. 0 
Aoxrud, That the letter to Shjah Dowla be to oe following purſdbey.” 
uur it is reported, he has received Coſſim Ally Khan into his friendſhip, 
and that he is marching this way, in order to ſupport his cauſe: that, conſi- 
dering the former connections ſubſiſting between him and the ghiefs of the 
Company, we cannot give credit to this report: that we are penſuaded he has 
the utmoſt regard for juſtice, and chat he will not act in ſo ünequitable a 
münner: that if, however, ſuch are his real intentions, we ſhall not neglect 
to do what is neeeſſary on our part; and that it is our reſolution to keep this 
country free from troubles, and to 4 nai mo war into his dominions, and 222 
folate and lay waſte his country. 
Acatv, on the gth April "PP Werne a letter nem Major Genie! 
dated the He Mareh, acquainting us, That the enemy are all collecting at 
and near Benaras, and mak ing preparations for throwing bridges acroſs the 


1 a that he would willingly puſh over the Carumnaſſa, with an inten- 
9 tion 
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_ dewabdbrettipgthein Vork, but That: the Nakhdh Gen mer in ws 
avorſe to entering) Shmah Dowla's calmtry, being unwilling ta de a thing 


that may be:confiruat as à commencement af hoſtilitiaa duchis parts. Furthes 


repeating his complainte on agcount of the great ſeareisy- af prox Mſiops. ang 
acquainting us, that not chuling to rely on his ſole judgment in o critical a 
caſe, he udnſulted Major Champion and tha Captains uf the army, wich 
regard to croſſing inta the enemy's country, and dhe ſtsgion in high they - 
are at preſent -encampad:; and that they are entirely againſt moving till 3 
fupply of grain is ſecured, and agree with him, that 84 Bunar they are moſt. 
advantageouſly poſted: for watching the motions of the enemy: that he has 
ordered à bridge to bo laid ouer the mouth af the Carumnaſſa, far! nefling 
the troops, as ſoon! a he has collęctad a ſtacle of grain, when he propeſet 
advancing up the Ganges to Trete en n . or ſhould: cher 
de croſſed, to offer them battle. | | 

Anz, We reply to Major ES 2cquainting kim as the x6ipfarce- 
ments ordered to camp, under the command of Captains Pemble and Weyr 
myſs, ſo that he will ſend fuch arders to.thoft officers as he may judge requi- 
fize; in conſequence of the pperations of the enemy, and the difpaſizion. they. 
may make in adyancing into the country, particularly in caſe any.. dejachr 
ments of their force ſhould paſs between him and Bengal: That we. are enr 
deavouring to raiſe a party of the volunteers wha were under Captain Wed: 
derburn, to be employed again in the ſame manner in armed boats, on the 
river, on any neceſſary ſervice: that we defire therefore he will dies 
the boats, which we are informed are at camp, to be rdpaized, and: kept in 
readineſs for embarking them; or, if he thinks proper, he may ſend them 
down to meet the party on their march up: That, expecting the Naboh's 


* 
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arrival in Calcutta, we have delayed enquiring into the ſtate of. his . zevenues 


and expences, and the other branches of his government, which are nęceſſary 
for ſetrling the articles of the treaty ; but that, 4s that proſper is now very 
uncertain, we muſt requeſt he will make the heſt enquiries he can, apd in- 
form us of the ſtate of the Nabob's finances, and how they are managed, as 
bis complaint of want of money appears 10 us extraordinary, conſidering he 
has had the time for making the heavy collections of the year, and but ſmall 
diſburſements that We know of: That it is neceffary we ſhould be alſo ac- 
quainted with the Rate and expence of the Nabob's army ; what aumber of 
Wert he keeps up, and what principal officers he employs and depends 

Ff 2 upon: 


W 


43 esel AT ler o Mzzx — A 


upon: That wetſhonld'be glad to ipwtunhbr, who are the principal-officers 
about his court, and in his councils: That we know Nundcomar to be one, 
and to have the chief management of his correſpondence: and as we have had 
too frequent experience of this man's intriguing diſpoſition, and are certain 
that he has many connections in Shujah Dowla's court, we have reaſon to 
ſuſpect that he will employ theſe connections, at ſo. critical a juncture as 
this, againſt our government, as a ſecurity for himſelf in all circumſtances: 
That we cannot be too much on our guard againſt any ſuch deſigns, and we 
ſhould wiſh therefore to have him entirely removed from the Nabob's ſervice: 
That if he thinks he can bring the Nabob to conſent to his diſmiſſion, we 
would have it done immediately; but that if he thinks the Nabob will 
not conſent to it, we would have him keep thoſe ſentiments entirely to himſelf, : 
teſt it ſhould cauſe a jealouſy in the Nabob, or excite /Nundeomar to form 
worſe deſigns, from the apprehenſion of ſuch. an event, and content himſelf 
with taking all poſſible precautions to prevent his carrying on any correſpon- 
dence with the enemy: That it is evident there has been a ſhameful negle& 
with reſpe& to collecting grain for the army, ſince Meer Coſſim was driven 
out of the country before the harveſt. was. reaped ; and there never was 
known a more plentiful crop: That this we cannot help regarding as a par- 
ticular inftance of the miſmanagement or wilful negle& of Nundcomar, 
knowing it to be his duty, from his poſt, to have attended to that buſineſs : 
That we formerly applied to the Nabob, on account of the Company, for 
three lacks to be paid at Patna, five at Coſſimbuzar, five -at Calcutta, and 
five at Dacca; to which application he replied; He would grant them when 
he came to Calcutta; but that the time of his coming being now very un- 
certain, the Preſident has wrote to him again, as the Company s affairs ſuffer 
much'for want of money, and we are afraid of being diſtreſſed to anſwer 
even our military expences, and our daily demands: That there is another 
| object of general concern, upon which alſo we muſt deſire he will apply to 
the Nabob, if he thinks circumſtances will admit of it; we mean the fund 
for reſtitution of the merchants loſſes in the late troubles, for which no pro- 
viſion has been-yet made, and which, we perceive by the accounts already 
delivered 1 in, will amount to a: very conſiderable ſum, notwithſtanding the 
regulations we have laid down for reducing the prices of, eyery kind of goods 
to the loweſt: That we are obliged to requeſt his aſſiſtance in theſe points, 
until Mr. Watts ſhall arrive at his ſtation with the Nabob, when he will 
e | | | take 
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And on e April W a wh from Major Carnac, 1150 26th | 


| March 1764; ineloſing one which he had received from Captain Maclean, . 


adviſing him of a very daring attempt made by one of the ſubdars of his 


battalion, to decoy his company over to the enemy; and acquainting us, that 


the man having been tried by a court martial, compoſed of black officers of 


the battalions, and found guilty of the charge alledged againſt him; and the 
court having given it unanimouſly as their opinion, that he deſerved to be 
blown from the mouth of a cannon for the ſame, he had him accordingly 


executed in that manner the ſame afternoon, at the head of the army; and 


+ expreſſing his hopes that this public execution will ſtrike a terror amongſt 
the troops, and awe them into better behaviour for the future, — The letter 
further adviſes us, that there is now no doubt of a bridge being finiſhed over 
the Ganges; but they have ſuch various accounts of the different quarters 
by which the enemy intend penetrating the province, that though they were 
provided for advancing on, yet he thinks it moſt adviſeable to wait at Buxar, 
and watch what way they turn their principal force, that they may move 


thither to oppoſe them. Alſo incloſing a paper received from the Nabob, 


containing advice, that the enemy are encamped at Bulwar Ghant, on the 


banks of the e and that 288 1 * * paſſage are NY with all. 


expedition. 


Also on the 16th April, 0 two > be from Major e dated the 


2d and 4th April 1764, adviſing us, that from informations which he has 


received, he has been led to entertain ſtrong ſuſpicions of Nundcomar's fide. 


lity and attachment, and that he apprehends he has ever been engaged in a pri- 
vate correſpondence with the enemy: that whatever may be truth, the tenor 


of Nundcomar's conduct argues ſtrongly. againſt him; to. ſupport Which, 
the Major mentions the little aſſiſtance we have as yet received from his ad- 


miniſtration, and particularly inſtances the diſtreſs of the army for. want of 
proviſions: that the countries. from which we: ſhould receive our ſupplies; 
have been by him put into. the hands. of Meer Coſſim's creatures; to which 
we may add, that whatever may be his diſpoſition; with;regard to the Nabob, 


we cannot reaſonably expect he ſhould: have any attachment towards us, con- | 


fidering the circumſtances of his having been long under confinement with us; 
on an een of a former criminal correſpondence, and his being fully 
1 | ; convinced: 
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convinced that it is the intention of our government, if in theit power, to get 
the chief management of the provinces conſigned over to Roy Dulub; that 
the very ſuſpicion (and for which there were ſuch grounds), of '2 man in ſo 
high a degree of confidence with the Nabob, and who, if 4 traitor, would 
have it in his power to do us ſo much miſchief, was reaſon ſufficient for his 
wiſhing to have him removed, and that he had accordingly exerted all his in- 
fluenee with the Nabob for that purpoſe; but that be always inſiſted, in re. 
ply to his arguments, that he knew Nundcomar to be his friend, and that Roy 
Dulub was a traitor to him; and could be brought to no other conceſſion, 
but that if the one was ſent away, the other ſhould be diſmiſſed alſo; to which 
the Major fears he will be obliged to ſubmit, unleſs ſome more eligible expe- 
dient can be hit upon, as he thinks Nundcomar's remaining with the Nabob, 
after ſv pubtic an accuſation, would alone render him our enemy, though he 
were not ſo before. The Major further adds, That the continued want of 
grain has obliged him to retire towards the Soane, where he can more ſecurely 
depend upon fupplies, and becauſe all his late intelligence agrees that the ene- 
my do not intend fighting us ; but that their delay at the bridges near Bena- 
ras is to draw our attention that way, to give time for the diviſion they are 
ſending round oy OI country we * aur army and 
Patna, 
Aon b, in nn of this ten That the Nabab be addrefied by the 
Preſident, in the name of the whole Board, to the following effect: 
Tnar it is with great concern ve find ourſelves under the neceſſity of re- 
monſtrating to him upon the ill adminiſtration of the affairs of theſe pro- 
vines fince his acceſſion to the government, ſtrongly exemplified by the great 
diftreſs our army has been in for want of grain, though the country was freed 
from amy enemy before the crop was cut, and that it was as plentiful as was 
ever known; in the repeated complaints he has made to us of his want of 
money, though the heavieſt collections of the year muſt have fallen into his 
hands; and in general, from the little he now ſcems able to give us for the dif- 
treſs of our common enemies: That we cannot impute theſe evils to any but 
Nundcomar, under whoſe immediate influence and direction all the affairs of 
his government have hitherto been conducted: That theſe are ftrong inſtances 
of his miſcondu@ and negligence ; but that what gives us {till greater reaſon 
to be diſſatisfied with him is, that from advices lately received from Major 
Nee We have too much reaſon to ſuſpect he has been carrying on a ſecret 
: correſpondence 
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correſpondence with the enen, and counceratting (every, meſure we have 
been taking for the ſupport uf is {the Nabob's) government: That, not- 
Virhſtanding che repeated repreſentations which have been made to him (ch 85 


Nabob) for ſupplies of grain, Major Carnac, for want of it, has been 
obliged ro rerurh to the Soane: That this, with other matters, which have 


deen folly repreſented to him by Major Carnac, will eſfectualhy, we: habe, 


convince him, that the diſapprobation we now expreſs at Nundcomar's con- 


duct, ariſes only from our friendſhip for him, and a regard for our common 


ſafety ; that therefore, however back ward and cautious we ſhould. at all times 


be not to interfere with the officers of his government, yet the wicked miſma- 


oblfges us to preſs and infiſt upon the immediate removal of that man from 
his employ: That we take not upon us to recommend a ſucceſſor, reſolving to 
approve of any man whom he mall pleaſe to appoint, if he will but mani 
a true zeal for his ſervice; whatever opinion we may have expreſſed of Roy 
Dutub, or deſire to have him employed, we are ready to acquieſce in his 
removal to Calcutta, if ſuch is his (the Nabob's) pleaſure, at the ſame time 
that he fends down Nundcomar, being deſirous; to give him every proof in 
dur power, that we are not ſwayed to make this remonſtrance from any par- 
riality to the one, or perſonal diſlike to the other: That we are not incautiouſly 
or unneceſſarily interfering with his authority, which we are determined to 
ſupport but are compelled, much againſt our will, to preſs the removal of 
this man, who ſeems to be undermining both his power and ours: That as we 
are giving now the ſtrongeſt inſtances of our attachment to him, by exerting 
all our ftrength to free his country from our common enemies, we mult ex- 
that he will ſo far concur with our endeavours, as immediately to re- 
move Nundeomar from his confidence and ſervice ; as, the longer any power 
continues in his hands, the more endangered is our common ſafety, by his 


artifice and miſconduct: That we are happy in preſenting this addreſs through 


the hands of Major Carnac, of whoſe attachment and regard we have repeat- 
edly had ſuch ſtrong proofs, and with whom we have no doubt he will be 
ready to concur in every neceſſary meaſure for the public good. 

AcnkEED alſo, That we do write to Fort St. George, and to Dacca, Caſſim- 
'buzar, and Mantea, adviſing them of the appearance there is of the country's 
being invaded” by a very numerous enemy; and that although we have no 
manner of doubt that our oO under the command of Major Carnac, will 

defeat 


feſt. 
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defeat them, wherever they may be brought to engage, yet we think from their 
numbers, there is a probability of their diſperſing, and making ſudden incur- 
Hons in different parts of the country; and therefore judge it neceſſary to ac- 
quaint them, that it is not on any account our intention they ſhould riſk 
falling into the hands of the enemy, by attempting to make a ſtand at their 
factories, which are not calculated for defence, or provided with troops for 
that purpoſe; but that, on the approach of any formidable body of 
we would have them to retreat in time, with what effects r can with 
bring along with them. we 
The 26th April, 1764, received two letters from . Carnac, 
dated the gth and 15th; the former repeating, and explaining fully the 
reaſons” which determined him to croſs the Soane, and retire towards 
Patna; and adviſing us that he is now convinced, from Bulwant Sing's 
haviour (of which the Major gives us an account) that his pro- 
poſed alliance with us was only a concerted ſcheme to draw us further 
on, and to favour Shujah Dowla's deſign of getting between our army 
and Patna : That in conſequence of our former orders, he diſcharged 
a number of boats immediately upon bis arrival at Patna, inſomuch that 
he has at preſent ſcarce a ſufficiency for the ſervice; and that the pay- 
maſter aſſures him the accounts of the army have been tranſmitted to the end 
of laſt year, and promiſes to continue ſending them down as regularly as poſ- 
fible—The laſt letter acknowledges receipt of ours of the 3d; and acquaints 
us, That it is ſomething remarkable that that was preciſely the day on which 
he had the debate with the Nabob relative to Nundcomar; that our coin- 
cidence of ſentiment with him in this particular, amounts to a demonſtration 
that there are ſtrong grounds of ſuſpicion, however we may want direct. proof 
againſt him; that yet, that the Nabob is ſo obſtinately attached to this man, 
that he fears there will be no poſſibility of removing him without having re- 
courſe to force, which, at this critical juncture, it would, he thinks, be im- 
proper to make uſe of: That his Excellency is ſo much out of temper by this 
affair, that it has occaſioned his being ſo out of order, as not to be willing 
or able to enter upon buſineſs for ſome days paſt; that he has deferred 
giving any anſwer to his demand on the article of reſtitution, but had ſent 
-orders the day before to the proper officers for the payment of the three lack 
at Moorſhedabad, the ſaid ſam at Dacca, a lack and half at Nudya, the ſame 
At 9 and one lack at Patna, of which he himſelf adviſes the Preſi- 
dent 3 
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den That Beny Bahadre is certainly come on this fide the Carumnaſſa, by 
the high road, ſo that there is no longer any doubt of Shujah Dowla's in- 
tending to favour Meer Coflim ; which is further confirmed by a letter incloſ- 
ed, which he (the Major) had that day received from the Vizier z to which he 
adviſes he had replied in the following terms: That he was not to be pre- 
ſeribed to by any but the King of England, and the Engliſh Company, 
whoſe ſervant he was; that he (Shujah Dowla) had gone ſuch lengths, that 
we could no longer look upon him but as an enemy, and that the 2 

muſt now decide between them; that he could not doubt of ſucceſs, as 

was confident, from the juſtice of our own cauſe, we could nor fail —_ 
Providence on our ſide. — He alſo incloſes one to us, which he ſuppoſes is 
to the ſame purpoſe ; and adyiſes'us further, That the Bombay detachment 
Had joined him the day before, and that he had ſent on two batralions of ſea- 
poys, with a couple of guns, and propoſes advancing with the Wenge as far as 
e with — = EET 


ade Dole s Lotrs received 7 Bat Major - Cs 


4 From: Shujah Dowls to the Governor and. Council. 


2 


FORMER Kings of Indoſtan, by exempting the Engliſh Ws from 

duties, granting them different ſettlements and factories, and aſſiſting 
them in all their affairs, beſtowed greater kindneſs and honour upon them 
than either upon the country merchants, or any other Europeans. More- 
over, of late his Majeſty has gracioully conferred on you higher titles and 
dignities than was proper, and jagheers, and other favours ſince. Notwith- 
ſtanding theſe various favours which have been ſhewn you, you have inter- 
fered in the King's country, poſſeſſed yourſelves of diſtricts belonging to the 
government, ſuch as Burdwan and Chittagong, &c. and turned out and eſta- 
bliſhed Nabobs at pleaſure, without the conſent of the Imperial Court. Since 
you, have impriſoned dependents upon the court, and expoſed the govern- 
ment of the King of Kings to contempt and diſhonour ; fince you have 
ruined the trade of the merchants of the country, granted protection to the 
King's ſervants, injured the revenues of the Imperial Court, and cruſhed the 
inhabitants by your acts of violence; and ſince you are continually ſending 


freſh people from Calcutta, and invading different Parte of the royal domi- 
G g nions, 
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nions, and have even plundered ſeveral villages and pergunnas belonging to 
the province of Illahabad ; to what can all theſe wrong proceedings be at- 
tributed, but to an abſolute diſregard for the Court, and a wicked deſign of 
ſeizing the country for yourſelves? If you have behaved in this manner, in 
conſequence of your King's commands, or the Company's directions, be 
pleaſed to acquaint me of the particulars thereof, that I may ſhew a ſuit- 
able reſentment : but if theſe diſturbances have ariſen from your own im- 
proper deſires, deſiſt from ſuch behaviour in future; interfere not in the af- 
fairs of the government; withdraw your people from every part, and ſend 
them to their own country; carry on the Company's trade as formerly, and 
confine yourſelves to commercial affairs. In this caſe the Imperial Court will 
more than ever aſſiſt you in your bulineſs, and confer it's favours upon you. 
Send hither ſome perſon of diſtinction as your vacqueel, to inform me pro- 
perly of all circumſtances, that I may a& accordingly. If (which God for- 
bid !) you are haughty and diſobedient, the heads of the diſturbers ſhall be 
devoured by the ſword of juſtice, and you will feel the weight of his Ma- 
jeſty's diſpleaſure, which is the type of the wrath of God; nor will any ſub- 
miſſions or acknowledgments 'of your negle& hereafter avail you, as your 
Company have of old been ſupported by the royal favours, I have there- 
fore wrote to you: you will act as you may think adviſeable. Speedily fend 
me your anſwer. | 


From Shujah Dowla to Major Carnac. | 

As REEABLE tohis Majeſty's .care for the welfare of the people, 
I now write to you. Conſider” how the Kings of Indoſtan have given 

your Company ſettlements and factories, exempted them from duties, and 
conferred greater favours upon them than upon other Europeans, or the mer- 
chants of their own dominions : ſince then, notwithſtanding all theſe fa- 
vours, you have been guilty of ingratitude to the Court; ſince you have 
turned aſide from your former paths, and on the contrary have been con- 
tinually marching your troops into the King's country ; and fince you have 
preſumed to remove the officers of the Imperial Court, and to turn out. and 
eſtabliſh Nabobs,—whart kind of behaviour is this? — In caſe you have your 
King's or your Company's orders for theſe proceedings, be pleaſed to in- 
form, me of it, that I may ſhew a ſuitable reſentment : but if it is through 
3 your 
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your own inclinations that you have plundered villages belonging to IIli- 
abad, and that you entertain your evil deſigns, notwithſtanding: the ap- 
proach of the royal ſtandards, it is proper you ſhould deſiſt from ſuch pro- 
ceedings, and repreſent your defires to me. In caſe of your obedience, our 
favours ſhall be conferred upon you; otherwiſe che 1 and nge 9" us 


ſhall be utterly deſtroyed. AT 


On the 8th of May, in the evening, the Governor and Council received the the 
following * from Major CG 1 


GIATI EMEA, 


1 HAVE received your favour of the 16th, with the Parka letter * 
the Preſident, and the ſame in Engliſh, ſigned by the whole Board, to 
be preſented by me to the Nabob, in order to enforce my application for the 
diſmiſſion of Nundcomar. I have before acquainted you of the Nabob's at- 
tachment to this man, and with my being obliged, to avoid coming to ex- 
tremities, to appear reconciled to him; and to the ſame reaſon you will 
place my not delivering the Preſident's letter at this juncture, as I firmly be- 
lieve the Nabob is ſo infatuated, that he would rather give up every thing 
than part with Nundcomar. His Excellency's conduct ſubjects me to the 
greateſt inconveniences, and particularly to that of acting defenſively.— One 
would almoſt think he is engaged in a combination againſt himſelf; and had 
I drawn near to Patna, to cover it as well as him, it is moſt likely he would 
have been carried off, and the city taken, there being many of the enemy's 
adherents both within his camp and the town; and it is more than won, 
the parties which have got behind us were for that purpoſe. _ 
The preſervation of the Sircarſerang country is of the utmoſt importance 
to us for proviſions; yet, in ſpite of all my remonſtrances, it has been con- 
tinued in the hands of one Ramchund, (a known creature of Meer Coſſim) 
whoſe troops to-day are all gone over to the enemy, ſo that we hourly ex- 
pected news of their having entered that pergunnah. As foon as Captain 
Wemyſs arrives, I ſhall order a detachment over for the ſecurity of that coun- 
try. I propoſe keeping the marines, and taking this opportunity of ſepa- 
rating our people, amongſt many of whom the ſeeds of diſcontent ſtill re- 


main; which it has required my utmoſt care to prevent from breaking forth. 
Gg2 11 
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There is certainly ſomebody tampering with them; and a number of letters 


_ haye been lately found dropped in the camp, addreſſed to our foreigners, with 

=. . intent to debauch them; one whereof I herewith fend you. | 

__ Tus accompanying is Shujah Dowla's anſwer to the laſt letter bn the 

* | Preſident, which I took the liberty to open. The main army of the enemy 

— mäuſt be pretty near us, though we can get no certain intelligence of them; 

+ | | their advanced parties of horſe plundeting and deſtroying every thing in ſuch 
= - a manner, that our hircarrahs are afraid to approach them. I cannot con- 


ceive how they, being ſo numerous, will manage to ſubſiſt; and I think they 
muſt be ſo diſtreſſed as to attempt ſomething deeiſive, and that very 
ſpeedily. - 

WW  - I Have completed the reform of our ſeapoys, and we have now ten batta- 

| lions upon the new eſtabliſhment, pretty near complete in number, but 
greatly deficient in arms; ſome of them are extremely good ; I cannot as 
yet fay fo much of the four youngeſt. One is ſtationed at Mongheer, and 
there are two, beſides the Bombay ſeapoys, in garriſons at Patna. I have alſo 
formed Captain Hay's troop, agreeable to your directions; and the ſuper- 
numerary horſes, except ſome ſpare ones ar? was n to Keeps E 


been fold on the Company's account. 
Camp near Patna, | 
the zoth April, 1764. ; ; 
4 | Latter As the Governor and Counci to Major Carnav. 
= S1, 
1 W E muſt conſeſs ourſelves A the natellay which you have been 
= 5 | under of acting upon the defenſive, and wiſh it may ſuon be in your 
1 N power to change, this plan, as it is beyond doubt, that all aur ſucceſſes 
SZ | againſt the powers of this empire have been owing to acting offenſively, 
x E and always puſhing to the attack; and: this meaſure appears the more ne- 
=: aeſſanꝝ at this time, as the ill diſpoſition of aur troops is likely to be in- 
1 5 ereaſed by nothing ſo. much as inaction. We are off the difficulties you 
3 ; have had to encounter; perplexed with: the: Nabob's. back management, and 
4 receiving no kind: of aſſiſtance from him: wa have an entire confidence in 
1 8 conduct and care, to en againſt the ilb effocts to be apprehended 
1 ; S537 5 from 


from ſuch a ſituation; upon which we ſhall give you our ſentiments, leaving 


it always mm as 1 e l een the * _ 
direct you. a 


Ir appears to us, that Shujah Dowke's intention is to * of of the 


advantage which he has in a numerous cavalry, to diſtreſs you, and cut off 
your ſupplies of proviſions z hoping by this plan to gain his point without 
the riſk of an engagement, in which he might have lefs expectation of fucceſs, 
from the fuperioriry of our diſcipline. | In this view he has ſucceeded ſo far; 

and we are. apprehenſive that the fame diſtreſs which” has compelled you ro 


retire to Patna, may in like manner make it as neceſſary for you to retreat to 


Bengal, as it wilt be in his power, by ſending parties of horſe between mr 

and this province, to intercept any ſupplies from reaching you. . 
As you have never mentioned what ſtock of proviſions you have in the 

city, we have no ſatisfactory information upon the point; but unleſs it is 


much greater than we can flatter ourſelves it is, the daily comſumption, 


wirhout any ſupply, muſt ſoon reduce it. To avoid this danger, if it is 
poſſũble to take with you, by any means, a ſtock of a few days, and by 
forced marches bring-Shujah Dowla to n it appears to us to _— an ad- 
viſeable meaſure. 

Ir you think this impracticable, or not adviſeable, the next * 
tive that occurs to us is, to leave a part of the army ſtrongly poſted at or 
near Patna, for the ſecurity of the city; and either conduct yourſelf, or ſend 
the remainder of the forces acroſs the river, to march from thence into 
Shujah Dowla's country, puſhing directly for Banaras; by which they would 


not only cut off the ſupplies which come to Shujah Dowla from that quarter, ; 


but probably induce Bulwant Sing to come over to our intereſts, and join in 
diſtreſſing him on that fide. It is at the ſame time probable, that upon the 
appearance of ſuch a force, other parties may riſe upon his dominions, 
who: may be glad to ſeize ſuch an occaſion to-favour ſome NE of _ 
own. 
Tr is not x ſuppoſed that Shujah Dowla would leave his own country cients 
to many enemies, for the ſake-of carrying on an unprofitable war in Bengal; 


but if he ſhould, notwithſtanding the march of the detachment of ours into 
his country, take the reſolution of paſſing Patna, and entering Bengal, the 
part of the army left at Patna muſt come down to us by water, excepting a 
1 of ſeapoys for the defence of the eity; which, when joined by the 

force 


— 
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force we have at Burdwan, and the reinforcement we may ſoon? expect from 


Madraſs and from Europe, will be ſufficient to oppoſe him, and e at 
a ſeaſon when the rains will make it very difficult for horſe to act. 


ConcerninG the proceedings of the party on the other fide of the river, in 
caſe of Shujah Dowla's return, we can only ſay in general, that we would 
have the war carried on in his country; for which purpoſe our whole force 
could join again in ſuch manner as you may find the moſt adviſeable. 

\Wir#a reſpe to the Nabob, his preſence will always be an incumbrance 


to you; and it would be much better for him to remain at * or return 


to Calcutta. 
Wx cannot help i furncine; that the parties which have harraſſed 


our camp have never met with any reſiſtance from his horſe: if the Nabob 
keeps none, it is abſolutely neceſſary that you ſhould endeavour to entertain a 
body of horſe, to act gs your: own 1 and who . paid by the 


% 


Henry Van Burman, 
A © fy | Saul. MipDLETON, 
Fort William, Rall LEVYCESTER, 
14 May, 1764. l Joun BuxperTT. 


Letter from Major Carnac, dated Camp near Patna, the 4th May, 1764. 


 GenTLEMEN, 


'JHe£ united forces of the enemy, who were exceeding numerous, and had 
with them a conſiderable number of cannon, preſented themſelves before 
us early yeſterday, in order of battle; and after cannonading ſome time at a 


diſtance, began a lictle before noon a very vigorous and warm attack, Som- 


bro, with the choice of the infantry, ſupported by a large body of cavalry, 
made an attack upon our front; but not being able to advance upon ſo 
heavy a fire as we gave them, they lay under cover, waiting for the ſucceſs 
of the aſſault upon our rear, where the enemy exerted their principal efforts: 
it was ſun-ſet before we had completely repulſed them: our people were ſo 
extremely fatigued with the labour of the day, and having been'up moſt part 
of the preceding night, in expectation of the attack, that they were not able 


to 8 and the enemy took the 9 of the duſk to carry off 


355 | their 


{ 

\ 
\ 
| 
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their cannon. I had enough to do to look to every quarter, as 1 was 
obliged to divide my attention between the city, the Nabob's camp, and our 
own poſt. All the princjpal officers diſtinguiſhed themſelves in their reſpec- 


tive ſtations; and I cannot ſay too much of the good behaviour of the army in 
general, and in particular of the ſeapoys, who ſuſtained the front of the attack. 
The enemy muſt have met with an immenſe loſs, as our fire was very cloſe, and 
extremely well diſtributed. I have not yet been able to get an exact account of 
ours; in Europeans it is inconſiderable: Captain Nottikens and Lieutenant 
Gardiner are the only officers wounded, but both dangerouſly; the former has 
received ſuch a wound as, it is thought, will Nn 18 loſs of a 88 and 
the latter has had both his legs broke. | 

I wait with impatience to know what effect chis ſuccel will have upon dis 


deſigns of _— mo 


/ 


N HE Gorelwot and Council reply to the Major i in he following terms : 


| Twar it is with real ſatisfaction we have received the advice of his ſucceſs : 
that ſo ſevere a repulſe given to the enemy on their firſt attempt, we ſhould 
hope, may be attended with the moſt favourable conſequences to our cauſe ; 
and that being extremely ſenſible of the ſhare which may be attributed to his 


good conduct in this eſſential ſervice, we beg leave to return him our beſt 


acknowledgments : that it gives us pleaſure to obſerve on this occafion, that 
fuch a general perſeverance and order prevailed among the troops, parti- 
cularly among the ſeapoys ; and that we deſire he will return our beſt ee 
to all the officers and men for that bravery and good behaviour. 

AckkED, we do further adviſe the Major of Mr. Watts's return; and 


deſire he will uſe his endeavours to perſuade the Nabob to come down as 


ſoon as poſſible, as he muſt only be an incumbrance to him in camp, and 
we have many material points to ſettle with his ms od here, 1 7 Nv 
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Fort William, the 21ſt May, nec 


OT having received any advices from Major Carnac "face the 4th. in- 
ſtant, the Governor and Council came to the following reſolution : "oY 
AGREED, we write to him, that this ſilence has laid us under the neceſſity 


of taking our information of the affairs of the army from reports and private 
letters. 


232 RPS TO RAT TON or Mex JA, 
letters. By theſe we are given to underſtand, that, ever ſince the repulſe of 
the enemy en the 3d inſtant, their army has lain within two or three coſs of 
our camp: That, latterly, frequent meſſages have paſſed between their camp 
and ours, and particularly, that Mendi Aly Khan has come over to us with 
ſame of his dependants : That as we are convinced of the treacherous diſ- 
poſition of the people we have to deal with, and have no accounts from him 
of the plan on which he proceeds, we cannot help apprehending bad conſe- 
quences from this delay ; and that the enemy may be endeavquring to amuſe, 
and gain time ta anſwer ſame purpoſe. of their own, perhaps forming par- 
ties in the city of Patna, or in our camp: That he will eaſily perceive, by 
the tenor of all our letters, that we had reſolved, from the beginning, not 
and that we departed not from this reſolution even when our army was under 
ſome difficulties ; far leſs ſhall we think of ſuch a meaſure now, when he is 
at the head of an army which, we flatter ourſelves, will be fure of ſucceſs 
whenever they engage: That we had a convincing proof of the good diſpo- 
ſition of the troops, from their behaviour in the laſt action; and as his 
apprehenſions on this head ſeem to be the only paint of difficulty, we hope 
he has, before this time, made uſe of their good diſpoſition in attacking and 
driving the enemy gut of the country: That we can entertain no thoughts 
of treating with Shujah Dowla, having no conception of any conceſſions 
which it is in his power to make us; that the only ones we could ever 
liſten to, mult he the delivery up of Meer Coſſim, Sombro, and our deſerters; 
and thoſe, from the part they compoſe af Skujah Dowla's ſtrength, we 
judge i it by no means in his payer to perform; nor would we have our ope- 
rations ſuſpended for the ſpace of one hour, until theſe perſous are put into 
our hands: That we have much reaſon to imagine the Nabob may give into 
any overtures for a negociation, from the vain notion of holding the Subadar 
by the King's authority, independent of our ſupport; but that he muſt by no 
means be allowed to carry on any correſpondence without his (the Major's) 
knowledge, neither in the preſent-circumſtances to receive any ſunnuds from 
the King or Shujah Dowla : That in this, and all other meaſures, the N abob 
[muſt be entirely ruled by him whilft the war continues. 

Acsee, that we further adviſe the Major of Captain Stibbert's promo- 
tion to a majority, reſolved on this day in the other deparment. 

\ AGREED, that we write-likewife to Mr. Billers, the chief at Patna, direting 


5 him, 


5 — — 
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Rrbrtvrb & letter from Mr. Gray," at Maplda/idatedahe 1g hi inftdnt, ac 


qualnting us that he eannst comply wich bur orders of tlie 3th, for pute haſimg 
grain, unefs we fend Hiny A ſum bf money; chat hep ho ever, takes all ohr. 


timities of enesuragiug the merehants to fend riot to camp, and that he his 


prevailed: it ſeveral r a large une, e Ci 2 % gad tene od) en 
Acen tb, ve Write him i anſwer, ehat as it is not ĩn our power to. ſehd 


him any ſupply of money, we. muſt be ſatis ſiud with the meaſures he has 


taken for afliftißg the army with grain; and have only to defire, that he 


will conrinue to . on the merchants to wary thither as large quany 
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TI 23th ef May 1764, niet: a ant Foy Maio Carnie, dated the 
i6th, acquainting us, that he has delayed thus long writing to us, ſince his 
hft, from his conſtant expectation of afreſh attack, which his duily intelli- 
gence has given him reaſon to believe the enemy were preparing for: That 


he ſo effectually covers the Nabob, that he thinks it his buſineſs rather to 
receive than give the attaek, eſpecially as the manceuvre of the enemy ſeems 


intended to draw him after them, that they may have an opportunity of de- 
taching a: party to carry off the Nabob, in which they would probably ſuc- 
ceed, was he to leave them: That beſides, in his preſent poſition, he can re- 
ſtrain the ſeapoys ; whereas when they are puſhed forwards, there is no poſ- 
ſibility of preventing them from. preſſing on and breaking, which Captain 
Swinton and himſelf have experienced in one or two ſkirmiſhes, not being 
able to ſtop them from advancing irregularly and firing, though they threw 
themſelves in their front: That he is ſorry to have occafion-to: add, as an- 
other reaſon to his little dependence on a part of bis Europeans, oecaſioned 
by an uncommon inſtance of miſbehaving in a detachment of about one hun- 
dred and twenty of them, which he had ſent in the 13th and 14th, with Cap- 
tain-Smith's battalion of ſeapoys, to reconnoitre to the caſtward of the City, in 
expectation of ſurpriſing ſome of the enemy there; that by ſome miſma- 
nagement they were fired upon from the walls of Patna, though without re- 
ceiving any damage; but that the whole of the Europeans went immediately 
to the right about; that this may perhaps have aroſe from a general pa- 

nic occaſioned by the firing, but that he rather ſuſpects it was done deſign- 


wy by the foreigners, of whom the advanced guard was chiefly compoled ; 


10 Hk that 


8 _ 
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that dun Smith's ſeapnys, notwithſtanding, proceeded in the courſe he 
had directed, but found nobody: That Captain Weymyſs with the, marines 
had joined him, but heeft Captain Maugen on / the other ſide, with the re- 
maĩnder of the detachment, here he has performed a very material fervice, 
in defeating a body of troops collected by the diſaffected Zemindars in the 
Sitcar Sarang diſtrict, which he hopes will ſecure to us that country: That 
as the enemy have kept ſo long hovering about their preſent ſtation, he 
thinks it probable they do not chooſe to involve themſelves. further down- 
wards; and if they continue to keep aloof, he ſhall watch their motions, 
und wait for an opening to attack them, with the leaſt riſk and the moſt ad- 
vantage: That he has received our letter of the 26th ultimo, with the letter 
. for Shujah Dowla: That Nundcomar's late behaviour has been ſuch as to 
5 remove almoſt entirely the ſuſpicion. of his being engaged in treachery, how- 
5 | ever faulty he may have been in other particulars : That ever ſince the ap- 
pearance of the enemy he has, by his maſter's and his own earneſt requeſt, 
kept cloſe to him (the Major); which js a ſtrict argument, that he was not 
concerned in any treaſonable practices, as he was under his eye, xl could 
2 ee himſelf =P we AER neee, | | 


: » ef 
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The Preſident 155 before the Board the following Tranſlates of Leers, 
which he has received red; in one from the Nabob. el 


* 5 
iii = 


From Shujah Dowla to the Nabob Meer after. & 


Dated the 12th of May, 1764. 


RMERLY, when theſe provinces were in your poſſeſſion, the Engliſh 
making an agreement with Meer Mahomed Coffim' Khan, carried you 

to Calcutta, and appointed him to the government: afterwards they quar- 
relled with him, and brought you again from Calcutta, Agreeably to the 
hearty friendſhip I have for you, T was much rejoiced at hearing this news ; 
and vou muſt accordingly remember the letters which I wrote to you ſome 
time ago. Upon your arrival on this ſide of Patna, I procured you the ſun- 
nuds from the King, and intended afſpatching them to vou. In the mean 
time, I received advice that the Engliſm were making a diſturbance, and 
wanted to ſend you by force from Saont to Calcutta. Since, notwithſtand- 
ing his Majeſty' had conferred honours upon you, and the hearty friendſhip 
- Il bear 
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I bear youtlo cet fist cbe In, pet the Eugliſm, regardleſs. both of the 
royal favours and my friendſhip, were guilty of ſuch unjuſtifiabbe- behaviour, 
I therefore marched this way, not at Meer Coſſim's deſire, hut becauſe I 


could not ſuffer the King's country to be ſo ruined and deſtroyed; now that 


his Majeſty has beſtowed theſe provinces upon my ſon Auſhuph-ul-Dowla, 


who is your nephew. Look upon yourſelf as the rightful manager of all, the 
affairs of goverhment, and deliver it from the daily inſults to which it is ex- 


poſed. Affairs ſhall not remain upon their preſent footing, nor ſhall the hand 


of any one be upon you: the diſtricts which belong to the Engliſh I Will 


- 
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HAVE, been 5 70 your friendly letter. At che time when — 4 

tyrant, Meer Coſſim, fled from theſe proyinces to your Highneſs" 3 do- 
minions, the, Engliſh were deſirous of purſuing immediately, over the bridge 
which he had paſſed, in order to bring to juſtice for his violences and op- 
preſſions; but I forbad them, and prevailed upon them to encamp on Dur- 
gaonty Nulla, on this ſide the Carumnaſſa, for theſe four months paſt. What 
earneſt and repeated ſolicitations have been made you, both by the Engliſh 
and myſelf z but you would by no means liſten to our requeſts, Through 
the intrigues of wicked men you have refuſed juſtice to the Engliſh, and have 
proceeded to theſe lengths. Although in the time of former Nazims, the af- 
fairs of theſe provinces have always been negociated at the Imperial Court, 
through the means of the head buckſhy, yet, on account of my hearty at- 
tachment to your Highneſs, I haye ever repreſented my affairs to you ; and as 
you were ſeveral times graciouſly pleaſed to do me the honour of declaring 
that you would be anſwerable for my. buſineſs, I ſet my heart at eaſe, i in full 


confidence in, your promiſes, - and never made application to any other per- 


ſon; and the Engliſh, through my perſuaſions, were ſo faithfully attached | to 
you, that they were ready to attend you, and to ſacrifice their lives in your 

ſervice, Now, likewiſe, if you will do them juſtice on that tyrant Meer 
Coſſim, they will not be negligent in ſhewing their fidelity to you; and my 


eee hearty obedience. will daily increaſe, 3 
H h 2 „5000 
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On the "receipt. of theſe letters from Meer Jaffier;- the» Governor and 
Council agreed to write Major Carnac, incloßug him copies of theſe letters, 
and acquainting him we find from them, that the enemy have made pro: 
pofals for treating; and propoſals have been given them, that we might be 
inclined to come to terms: That we adviſed him in our laſt, and now re- 
pear, that we ſhall receive no propoſale from Shujah Dowla; neither would 
we ſuffer any of his meſſengers to come into our camp, or the Nabob's, unleſs 
Meer 'Coflim, Sombro, and our deſerters, be ſent delivered up Further, in 
anfwer to his letter, that ve have paid due regard to the reaſons which he 
urges for having continued to act ſo long upon the defenſive; but that 
ue muſt ſay they do not carry the fame weight with us. With regard to the 
Nabob, that he cannot pcffibly expect, nor can our whole army ever be al- 
| lowed to remain in a ſtate of inaction, merely to protect his perſon, eſpecially 
when it is conſidered that this end may be as effeftually ſecured by his re- 
tiring into Patna: That on this ſtep, therefore, he muſt immediately deter- 
mine, unleſs he ſhould rather reſolve to accompany our army, and take an 
equal chanee with them in attacking the enemy: That the miſbehaviour of 
the party of Europeans, in the night of che 14th and 14th, we hope may 
have been owing entirely to the unexpected fire on them from the walls of 
the city but if, on the contrary, there is really any remains of mutiny or 
diſſatisfaction among the troops, it is certain there is nothing ſo dangerous, 
or can tend more to increaſe ſuch a diſpoſition, than waiting in inaction the 
attacks of the enemy; that this is a ſtrong reaſon for purſuing the plan we 
have recommended of ating offenſively ; and a ſtill ſtronger is, that if we 
allow the war to be protracted in this country, it will be impoſſible for us to 
ſupply him with the immenſe ſums of money which are now required in de- 
fraying the expences of the army ; for we already find ourfelves greatly /dif. 
treſſed to diſeharge the draughts from the paymaſter, and anſwer the demands 
of other detachments, which have taken the field, wich the current expences 
of the ſettlement : That the Nabob's welfare and intereſt being fo intimately 
connected with ours, we think he cannot well refuſe to aſſiſt us in this 
int, whenever he has it in his power ; ; and that we therefore defire he will 
repreſent to him the preſent neceſſity, and endeavour to obtain a general or- 
der on the Naibs of Moorſhedabad and Dacca, for the payment of whatever 
ſums we may call for on our receipt: That in his letter he'acknowledges 


ro have received ours of the 26th ultimo, with the Preſident's letter to Skujah 
Dowla; 


- 


why" PP - bo * par * x _ \ * 9 
2 8 9 ont th 4 me” 1 # Fe of 3 
2 KS 1 "Tis "7-6, — Co * 92 De 
7 * 4 —_ — 
— N . * LY * ) E: gy n * - 4 * KEE N 
r — , N . n p 1%. . 
+a" bY as MY ACA 25 ww i * n 
8 g „ 2 £78 F 5 wan 7 
3 4 a — * 4 8 * - | , 1 i 
5 — 3 er % \ > FF 
\ 8 F * A: > N Us Sn 2 8 
« ne = 2» 3 = YI” A, y % : - . 4 * 
* 122 bs "> x * 
= 5 . . 8 yi RFP 
3 * C 
„„ S. * 15 en * 7 ©. 
4: $ 4 = A 7 v a 
— — 2 6 5 S x 8 1 . 
— 4 — * 4 * 
Fa Y «4d * uy 
ab * 4 % l * = 
” = - #4 - 
= 
— s 4 5 
* = 
* So 5 * 
5 1 
A Frank ht 
4 N * 2 — 
ke 9 
1 
4 „ F 
1 
5 
. 


aun run Was nr sanben Dow na- 15 2 

8 

Dovla; but does not mention his having ſent i it to him; that if ke has not, 
| ve defire' he will pleaſe to forward: it according to our firſt N 2 


. 


think | it is proper that letter ſhould be ſent him at all events. 

Tur ꝛc9th May 1764, received a læter from Major Carnar, dated che 1905 
inſtant, acktowledging the receipt of ours of the'yth and gth, and athudint- 
ing us, in anfwer to the latter, That he has long hau in vitw the: epefation 
we recommitiend as the alternative, ind” thinks: it bids the: faireſt for totally 


Captain Wedderburn; by which time he alfo expects the waters will Be 
rifen; and will then, unleſs in the interim he has the good fortune to per- 


form fomething decifive, ſet about putting it into execution: Thar Bulwant 


Sing he always fufpected was only amoſing him with the proffered treaty; and 


his conduct has demonſtrated it fo, for that he is perſonally with Sh¹⁰u 
Dowla; and his troops were amongſt the moſt forward in the laſt attacle? 


That in the precautions we have taken to have him ſupplied with grain; am 
the advantage of the river, he ſhall be ſecure of proviſions: That in his pre» 
ſent ſituation, he finds no other inconvenience but the want of cavalry ; and 
that he propoſes, therefore, employing Mendee Ally Khan, to raiſe a body af 
Moguls, amongft whom: he has much FREE and 0 "al ne eo 
Beg's troops. | FW 


The Preſident lays before the Board: the following Letters from the N _ 


From the Nabob. 
| Duated 25th May, 1764. 
HAVE drendy fone you copies: of lden which 1 have received from 


the Visier of Rajah Beny Bahadre; and of my anſwers to them. By 


"he" ebrtiney thawed, you muſt” be acquainted with the King's having 
granted the three provinces to the Vizier's ſon, At preſent Rajah Beay 
Batadre and Aſſud Aly Khan, brothet to Golaum Aly Khan, deceaſed, 
who is an old friend of the Visier s, in conſequence of his Highneſs's direc- 
tions, have written to me, in anſwer to my letters, to give up only the pro- 
vince of Patna. Copies of theſe letters, and my-anfwers to them, I have 
fent ineloſed for your obſeryation, When you: are acquainted wich the pars 
ticulars thereof, be pleaſed to let me know what you think- adviſeable to re. 
Ply to this demand, that if rs tw! e e 1 wor 
ION way.” 1! 


diſconcertirig the enemy; but that it cannot be begun till the arrival of 
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1 HAVE had wh kb to receive your letter, mentioning that, in caſe 
the Court will revenge the cauſe of the Engliſh, you are ready to perform 
the duties of obedience and fidelity, ; The ſentiments of friendſhip which 
/ were before engraved on my heart, are not expreſſed i in the contents of your 
letter; but 1 imagine you have good reaſon for writing in ſuch, a, manner. 
Out of the great regard I have long had for you, I entered on a negociation 
with you, notwithſtanding your unfriendly behaviour. I was in hopes thats 
in order to make amends for your paſt neglects, you would have given your 
conſent, and ſettle things on a proper footing : all depends upon the bleſſing 
of God, and your and the Engliſh gentlemens approbation; as there is a 
hearty friendſhip. between me and Aſſud Aly Khan, and every negociation 
is carried on with his concurrence. I have fully acquainted him with all cir- 
cumſtances tending to our mutual welfare, and he will write them for your 
information. Since you are a man of underſtanding and experience, you will 
doubtleſs give your conſent to what he repreſents to you. In caſe of your 
approbation, be pleaſed. to inform me thereof, that I may ſend him to, you 5 
if not, whatever is he will of God. 


— 


* WITH Mharajah Beny Bahadre, preſented to Cs Vizier your letter i in 
I anſwer to mine, which I had the pleaſure of receiving at nine o'clock in 
the morning; and the Mharajah preſented to him the letters which he had 
received from you; and at the ſame time Mharafah Nundcomar's letters, 
and our hazee, were preſented to him by Hoſan Aly Beg Khan. On peru- 
ſal of them, his Highneſs was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid to Mharajah Beny 
Bahadre and me, When a perſon has put himſelf under the protection of the 
King and the Vizier, where is the juſtice and propriety of delivering him 
into the hands of his enemies, or impriſoning him? That they have made 
* ſych demands. The contents of their letters can by no means be produc- 
1 tive of good. After many repreſentations, his Highneſs declared his final 
reſclution, as follows: Let the province of Patna be reſigned : the autho- 
| A reſts with; us; we will appoint vhomſoever we pleaſe to the Naibat of 
EW 6 the 
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* the province. When this point is agreed. to, we will conſider about pu- 


* niſhing the enemy, and doing Juſtice to the Engliſh , otherwiſe they mult 
** be rooted out and deſtroyed. ” Moreover, his Highneſs has given ſtrict or- 
ders that no one; ſhould correſpond with you: but Mharajah Beoy:Bahadrg 


and I have written you the particulars, agreeably to his Highneſs's and 
Mharajah's orders: conſider, them well, and ſend me ſuch an anſwer,. that 


theſe a may be removed. . Lncloſed ! is 4 letter from Be 3 
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c f the Naos for to Marg Bray Bubadre. ij - | > 


R E © E I VE D your letter, whereig you write that ahe ann of 

friendſhip, which of old were engraved in your heart, are not expreſſed 
in the contents of my letter, Aſſud Aly Khan's letter has acquainted me 
of the particulars of this affair, — As I had the greateſt confidence in your 
friendſhip, I did not expect you would have written to me in ſuch a manner. 
Jam in the utmoſt ſurpriſe at your making ſo unexpected a demand of me, 
and at your regarding my requeſt that the Engliſh may have juſtice done 
them, as contrary to the ties of friendſhip. Had you formerly promiſed to 


puniſh the enemy on condition of my aſſenting to ſo improper a demand as 


you now. made in Aſſud Aly Khan's letter, my obedience; would not have 
carried me ſo far as to engage me in any thing productive of ſhame and re- 
pentance; nor - ſhould I have neglected the care of honour, Since you are 


inclined to war, you will not be pleaſed with any reaſonable or juſt propoſal 


that I may make you. If ſuch are your views, no agreement can be made; 
and till an agreement is made, the ſending Aſſud Aly Khan would be uſeleſs : 
as for the reſt, whatever is the will of God is beſt ; he that cannot procure 
juſtice from the King, will procure it from God, I have written an anſwer 


to Aſſud Aly Khan s letter; ** that you wil be nd with the par- 


ticulars. | 
P. S. From the contents of your laſt latin: 1 perceive, Xe 4 3 ns ſaid. © to 


me by Chintalyram, and what you wrote me in the letter which you 
ſent, by his hands, was all a dream. Where ſuch inconfiſtency ap- 
pears, it is a difficult matter for a kingdom to flouriſnh. In all caſes 


attention and conſideration. is 2 on your part * 2 


AND: TH Wan win $uvJjan Bea. 23 


Io am very ready to obey any reaſonable and juſt, command. A little | 


ke, E,. 
= & 3 


£16 "ReStonarion 69 Nl ervinny - 


- 4 2 — = ” 
4 $$ 7 ta 9 , - as * £ I 1 FI \ - * 4 " x FS . * » - 
«71 IHR fc. 4) $41.3 LY 19 #1394 + 1 ent 54 Bone „ 437 - 
L 1 4 4 _ 


4 e957 ö 
os: Gp . tht 175 fac n Ad Ah Khan, TR. 


12 Mur cho favoured with- your letter, acknowledging the jedeipe of 
ode from me; and mentioning that you, with Mharajah Beny 'Bahadre, 
preſented it to the Vizier | and that at the ſame time my arꝛet᷑ to his Highneſs, 
ant 'Mharajah Niundbomar U Netter, were preſented to him by Heſern Aly 
Beg Khan: That he was diſpleaſed on peruſal of them, and ſaid to Mhatajah | 
Beny Bahadre and you, When a perſon has put himſelf under the protection 
of the King and the Vizier, where is the juſtice or propriety. of delivering 
* him into the hands of his enemies, or impriſoning him ? that they have 
made ſuch a demand. The contents of their letters can by no means 
de productive of good.“ That it is his Highneſs's  finab reſolution that 
F ſhall reſign the province of Patna: That be will appoint whomſoever 
he pleaſes to the Naibat thereof: That when this point is agreed to, he 
will confider about puniſhing” the enemy, and doing juſtice ta the Eng- 
liſh; and that otherwiſe we muſt be rooted out and deſtroyed : That he has 
given ftri& order for no one to correſpond with us but Mharajah Beny 
Bahadre, and you; and that you ſend me inclofed a letter from the Mharajah, 
What ſhall T write to ſo unjuſt and unreaſonable a demand? How can I con- 
ſent to a propofal ſo foreign from my own inclinations, and fo contrary to the 
rules of friendſhip? As his Highneſs has been pleaſed to reſt his doing juſtice 
to the Engliſh upon fo unequitable a condition, it is evidently his reſolution not 
to do them juſtice, You could yourſelf repreſent in a proper manner the un- 
reafonableneſs of this propoſal, but that you are reſtrained by the fear of offend- 
ing. I have by no means neglected the duties of obedience and fidelity.. Not- 
withſtanding it has always belonged to the head buckſhy to negociate the affairs 
of thefe provinces, yet I placed my whole dependence upon his Highneſs the 
Vizier, and not to any: one elſe; and now this is the reward I-reap. My let- 
ters contained nothing but a petition of juſtice, and profeſſions of fidelity : 
fince then his Highneſs is nevertheleſs offended: at it, to what can this be at- 
tributed but ro deceit: and artifice? Since my ſincere and juſt repreſenta- 
tions are not conſented to, but produce fuch unreaſonable demands in reply, 
F ſhall remain filent in future. If you think it unjuſt and improper to inflict 
due puniſkment on ſuch a tyrant and murderer as Coſſim, on account of his 
285 put himſelf under. the * of the King and Vizier, with what 
right 


ee you order me to wu a As Parna; hich: has ls lady 
been confirmed to me by Firmaunds and Sunnuds under their ſeals ? Wich 
regard to ꝓhat you vtite about me conſideriug this affair, the paſt is gone, 
the future is uncertain. This is my ſtate at a ee New will it be to- 
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» IF 


AS by theſs Bet it a that a . ahh ſteps to a nego· 
ciation, are ſtill carrying on between the Nabob and Shujah Dowlaz we 
think it abſolutely neceſſary to have a" gentleman ſtationed. at the Nabgb's 
court, to ſend us the neceſſary adviee on this and other material points; and 
as, in the eee eee We pr og: too much time loſt v0 ſend 
A Reſident from hence; $43 + ou Y Hue a9 t 35h. 

. Acreev, Mr. Batſon boappibineed: o — conſtaniyat the Nabob's court 
ad that we write him, that as the conſtant attention which Major Carnac is 
at preſent obliged to pay to the motions of the enemy's, and the operations of. 


our own army, may prevent him from obtaining and ſending us the neceſſary 


information of what paſſes at the Nabob's court, we have thought proper 
to appoint you Reſident there: we direct, therefore, that you enter upon 


this office immediately on receipt hereof, vanlonbying 69 to us daily. ns wr - 


: 


every thing that cονꝙ ; , . e or elm e a7 


Wx muſt defire you will inform yourſelf, as far as m can diſcover, what 


may be the Nabob's motives and views in entering into a treaty with Shujah 
Dowla, and what ſteps have been taken in it; for our own part, we axe re- 
ſolved to enter into no treaty with him, inleſs Meer Coſſim, Sombre, and our 
deſerters, be firſt put into our hands as c preliminary: you will therefore a- 
quaint the Nabgb, chat this is our reſolution, aſſuring him, we will accede to 


® treaty he ſhall-make on any. other ten. 


Is our letter to Major Carnac of the 3d of April laſt, ve deſired he dd 
1 himſelf, and aduiſe us of the ſtate of the Nabob's finances; and how 
they are managed; the ſtate of, the number, and enpence of his armν che 
names of the principal officers he employs, and depends upon, and af the 


principal perſoni about his coutt, and in his couneils ze haw sio cdeſited. in 


later letters to the Major, that he would apply to the Nabob for general 
orders on the Naibs of Moorſhedabad and Dacea, to pay us whatever ſums 
we may have occaſion to demand, on our veceiꝑt, in order to aſſiſt. in defraying 
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the ods of loſſes, from the reſtirurion bend. The execution of all theſe- 
points will now become your duty, and we. deſire you will exert your beſt 
endeavours to ſatisfy our inquiries, and obtain tlie orders as ſoon as poſſible; 
woe ſhould think a compliance with the money: demands cannot ſubject the 
L Nabob to any inconvenience, as he has had the time in his hands for making 
| the heavy roy 944 14 of _ year, and no kae conan on THAT. we know 
foo ores qt 8 188 
= Nane e Major Carnacy ehe firſt ME, acquainting 
us, that Shujah Dowla, finding himſelf deceived in the fond hopes he had 
| of carrying all before him, has evidently, for ſome time paſt, wanted to in- 
x ttroduce a negociation, in order that he might go back, and yet ſave his credit; 
that he has letters in proof thereof, from moſt of his great men, which he 
thinks are dictated by Shujah Dowla, though his pride would not permit 
him to make the advance directly from himſelf ;. that he incloſes us ſome of 
the original letters, with the copy of one which he has received from the 
King, moſtly wrote in his own hand; and that he has wrote him the anſwer, 
which he has invariably given to all who have interfered, That. he would 
hearken to no terms of accommodation Ae e 21 7 8 1 Coffin and 
Sombre were firſt delivered up to hirn: | 

We: are determined to proſecute the war b pail Shojah Dovla, and en- 
deavour to take poſition of the Gauzypoor ee collect its revenues, 
to aſſiſt in defraying the expences of the warr. 

W have wrote to Mr. Batſon to come down to Culeatt: and have « 
fired-the Nabob to deliver into the Major's. hands ſecurities for the payment. 
of two lacks of rupees-a month, to defray. the expences of the army: 

Ws chink/itrabfolutely. neceſſary to proceed againſt Sujal Dowla without 
1of of time, nor op till we have convinced him that we are capable of ating 
_offenfively.as well as defenſively x; otherwiſe we ſhall, without doubt, be liable 
to have the provinces invaded, whenever the ſtate of affairs in his own 
een will admit of turning his thoughts this way. 

Rxc zit the following letter from Major Carnac, dated the Toth inftadt: 
—Myr Bychu has been-again with me, and brought me letters from the King, . 
Munyr o Dowla, and Shakir o Dowla, with aſſurances that Meer Coſſim 
ſhould be arreſted and puniſhed 2 and Shujah Dowla has himfelf wrote.to me, 
declaring he · would abide by what Munyr oDowla promiſes. I have returned. 


ue his this 40 8 anſwer, "NE OY could procure them a recon- 
ciliation 


ſented to; I cannot ſay I flatter myſelf with fo happy an event; yet, whilſt 


> AND Tur Wax wed svn Dowa. f . | 


ciliation with the Engliſh, and their ee but "= aQtual delivery to 
us of Meer Coſſim and Sombre. 
Taz Nabob and his Miniſters are of, opiniop that this will at laſt decker | 


there are the fainteſt hopes of theſe villains being conſigned to qur yen ce, 
_ ſurely ure owe o much regard to he membr "of o e end and 
countrymen: to try to bring ie” ove; "to effect which, 1 chink* we ought 
readily to forgive Shujah® Powla' 8 "inpiion.” 1 enten coticur with Jou, 
Gentlemen; that peace ought not to de made with dich upon any other terns, 
and that he is deſirous of an abc] dation fees probable; Adel his Having 
diſpatched expreſſes to call to him Shitabroy, who is daily expected at their 
camp. Shujah Dowla muſt come to a ſpeedy determination ds the e of 


war is now hiring towards his country, de ꝛohntt vow F NN thigh _ 
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Coba Minis account of tht operations of. the army, ter be fucked la 
 Carnac in the cammand. The defeat of ij Dela. The Mogul puts him- 
At under the groteFion. of the Engliſh. . The death of Meer Jaſſier; and the 
_  «dvancement. of his ſon. Najim ul. Dowla. to TERS ane Lerner 
mum to the c nat . ee . mortal 54 51:45 bat 
Nn bahn gie 63-016 ttz in 63. 3415 oy 1 Nen . gtd 
ye 4 433: 15 11125 41 0 1999 133 770 55 1 1 121 E 4 $7 hu 
P April 2764 I was under the King's orders, Rent bis Migetty'%s Secte: 
4 taries of State and War, to return to Europe with ſuch of his Majeſty's 
troops as did not chuſe to inliſt into the Company's ſervice; I was accordingly 
to have embarked with the troops the beginning of May, on board a Mocoa 
thip, which was to fail for. Europe: but before, 1 embarked, there were two 
ex reſſes arrived from Bengal 95 50 For the S ouncil at 


bay that Sbujah Dowla' an n _Colfim Ally ly Khan, had march into the pro- 
vince of Bengal, at the hea of 60,000 men; "that Major. a 25585 


manded the amy, was dead; that the alen of Calcutix was Was he ptmo , 


2211 15 


conſternation, and the Company's af airs in the Verde Hangers there- 
fore requeſted that the Governor and Council of Rom ay would 285 to me 


to go round immediately to take the command of the a army with hi is Mie elty's g 
troops, and as many as could be ſpared from the preſidency of Boker 13 


his Majeſty's i intention in ſending « out his troops to India, by the orders Ihe 


* to all and defend th Company i in their different e I thought 
would not be anſwering the intention of: ſending therm "aur, to e and 


1 the Company's affairs in that Gituation ; 1 1 12 5 1 with 15 
requeſt, and arrived at Calcutta with his Majclty's Fi and 1 detachment 
of the Company's from Bombay, ſome time in the month of May, 1764. 
Mr. Vanſittart, who was then Governor, acquainted me that the army under 
the command of Major Carnac had been, fince the death of Major Adams, 
and Shujah Dowla and his army had come into the province, upon the de- 
fenſive, and retreated before the enemy; but I am ſure, from Major Carnac's 
gallant, behaviour upon every occaſion, that he will be able to give a proper 

account 


s 9145 Dow enrinvzs. 7 ; 5 „ , 


account kor his, conduct in that. campaign. Mr. Vantrart 1 that 1 
would immediately repair, with the troops I had carried round from Bombay, 
to join the army, who. were in cantonment at Patna, and take the command of 


them. 1 found the army, Europeans as well as Sepoys, mutinous, deſerting :. 


to the enemy, threatening: to carry off their officers to the enemy, demand- 
ing an augmentation. of pay, demanding large;ſutas of money which they 
| faid bad been promiſed them by. the Nabob, and diſobedient to all order; 
490 of the Europeans had gone off in a body, and joined the enemy, ſome time 


before I joined the army. This being the ſituation the army was in, Ifully - 


determined to endeavour to gonquer that mutinous diſpoſtion in them, be- 
fore 1 would attempt to conquer the enqrmay:;,, I accordingly. went with a 
detachment of the Kidg and Company's Europeans from Patna, with four 
field p leces of artillery, to Chippera, one of the cantonments: I think the 
very ay, or the day a after I arrived, a whole battalion: of Sepoys, with their 
arms and accoutrements, went off to join the enemy; I immediately de- 
tached about 100 Europeans, and 'a battalion, of Sepoys, whoſe officers told 
me: they thought they could depend upon them not to deſert, with two field 
Pieces, to endeavour to come vp. wm the deſerters, and Wing chem back 5 
me ; the detachment came 
 afleep, took them priſonery, ; and "cartied them back to Chippera; 2 . the officer 
who. commanded. the depachmens ſent me an expreſs, acquainting me with 
the ho hour he would arrive. 175 Chippera with the priſoners ; 3 1 was ready, to. rey 
eise them, with the troops under arms. Upon their arrival. at Chippera,. im. 
 mediately! ordered the officers ta pick me aut 50 of the men of the, worſt cha. 
rafters, and who they, thought might have: enticed the battalion to deſert to 
FT enemy; they did pick out 305 I deſireq them io pick me out 34 men of 
99 5 , of the worſt, charaRery ; I immedigiely prdeted, a/field court-martial 
15 de held by their 1 5 black officers, and, after repreſenting to hg officers. 
- the heinous crime the battalion had Ul Wes of, deſited they would imme. 
diately bring, me their ſentence : they found, them guilty of, muipy,and...de- 
ſerrjon, ſentenced them to ſuffer, death, e left the manner jo m dere 
immediately } four of the 24. ta be hed, tq the guns, aud the, artillery. officers Ia pre · 
pare to Blow "them | Way : there, was. a rempaskab le eirqumltance—-four, grenay 
diers repreſented, as, they. always had the. Poſt, of bogour, they; thought they 
were intitled to. be firſt town away; the four battalion men were, untied 


| from their e and tbe four at th ond * aways. Gn bn 
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European officers of the büttaliot ef Sepoys, lie ele thch 1 en 8 
dme and told ne, tllat the Sepoys would not ſuffer any more of the meh to 
be blown away, U ordered the artillery officers to IGad the four feld pieces 
with grape · pot, and drew up the Europeans with the guns in their intervals; 
deſired the officers'to return at che hends of their battafions ;. ordefed them 
immediately to ground their"arms,"and, if One oß them arrempted to move, 
I would give orders to fire upbn chem, and tfæat them the fame as if they 
were Shujah Dowla's army. They did groundtheir ars, and did hot at. 
tempt to take them up again: ap vbicÞ'T ordered getem more of 15 24 10 de 
tied to the guns by force, and blown nway, e Jamie as the uſt ; Which was pn 
I immediately/ ordered the otherif6ur to be Eitried to A cantohment, where 
there” had been 1a deſertion of rhe © Sep658 fonte "time Before,” with" pollcve 
otders to the comnittianding” Gficer ät that“ caftontent, 14 Mow 1hem EN 
the ſame manner at the guns; which was iccvrdingly d, Ita ck put 
an end to the mutiny'and'fefertion, . 7 7 0 e e ee 
r px2pknED '66 take che Held 46 ce i polite ane the riths with the 
army; and fixed the Tt Gr September fbr thb FentleZvi ous of he t troop | 
from their different -catitonments, EK couple' of days before the 3 aft ny 
marched,” J had 'ntelligence that the enemy had advanced Eels parties 
of horſe, and had thrown up ſome 'breaft-works vn the banks of the Soanc, 
400 impede the eroſſing of the trobps 291 ordered Majo or 'c Ampiop n, Wi = th 4 
derachinent and four field pieces, tb march ander the gane da mi es 
bdow: Where the army was to cross, ifter fixing With ith the Hout alid day 
hat I intended 10 arrive at che Saale Witt the rap 1 deftec that he 
might be ak that time on Tk other Ide and endet lr 10, diflodge the 
enemꝶ, eee the trodps. T kat officer was e poi gted 


bh! exciting Mis orders, that he began ro fire ße che chemy juſt as "he 
Van df 1 Ppeared . the Sole) 4 and ſoo Joo 12225 efl 
Kein; by Which ns" the whole amy, in four hours, rs, Vas Aude 900 bi 


dither lde withdur "rhe": feaſt rioleftaridn,” "iy continue fo 1 march on towards 
Bijxar, whete "the enemy vas; the alt "two 01 three” 70 march, the line 
of nden das good" you" barPARER' By" the "city's cavalry; "mach, 
rhat To ferjeatits Antf fe or ſcven neh of the e advaticed Kia 
| Killed! © pol the" zd bf" Oftabet"e Uribe ar Bürät, and e 
Juſt Hithout range of chte Enethy's Mor; and upon my going to reconndit 
their Hthütiom, with fome of the fied Vers, Found the: regen part bh 
1 a5 | 1 them 


a SHUJAH, Down) continue. 5 ow” 


1 were entrenched with the Ganges upon their left, and the bott or. 
village of Buxar on their rear. I intended to have attacked their camp 
about one or two in the morning of the 23d, and ſent out ſpies ta bring me 
ſome pieces of intelligence, ſuch as to know whether I could bring my ar- 
tillery on the right of their camp, teſolving not to attack them on their 
left, that we might have a better chance to drive them into the Ganges 
than they ſhould us. I likewiſe wanted to know in what part of their 
encampment the force of their artillery lay, and here Shujah Dowlah and 
Coſſim Ally Khan's tent ſtood : the ſpies did not: return to camp by twelve 
o'clock at nigit. I took. it for granted they had been talen priſoners, and 
therefore reſolved. to put off the attack till the 24th in the morning. Two 
of the ſpies came in. by day- light of the morning of the 2 3d, and told me 
that the enemy were under arms all night,, moving. their artillery, and: 
ſending off their treaſure and women in the night. I went immediately: 
with ſome officers to look. at their: diſpoſition ; I ſa ag ο many of cheir 
troops under arms, but not ont of their entrenchments.. The officers who- 
were with me, as well as-myſelf, thought they only meant to ſhew themſelves;. 
in order to ſtrike a terror into our troops, never imagining they would 
quit their Ines in order to attack us; and, as I. never heard.of a black army 
before attacking a European army, I returned to our camp; wiſhing. they 
would come out and- attack us, for our atmy was: encamped in order of 
battle. About eight o clock in the morning, the: field: officer: of the dag 
came into my tent as E was at breakfaſt, and acquainted me chat the enemy's. 
right was in motion, and he was ſure they meant to attack us ; I imme - 
diately went out with my ere e my hand, and am and 


arms, which, 1 was done, 5 the. troops advanced from thei iddrigmant). 
and were in a few. minutes ready to receive them. The action laſted from 
nine till twelve; the enemy then gave way, went off very ſlowly, blowing 
up ſeveral tumbrils, and three large magazines of powiler; al the went 
off, I immediately ordered the line to break into columus and purſue ; and 
two miles from. the field of batile there was a rivatiet;; where: the-enemy had 
a bridge of boats; they pierced the boats, and ſunk them before the rear of: 
the army. got: over, by which means there was about two thouſand of them 
drowned and ſticking in the mud: but that was the beſt piece of generalſnip 
NN Dowlah ſhewed that day becauss, I I could have croſſed the 


riv ulet. | 


1 
B's 


che Eng] 
, 3 er Shujah Dowla, he Wann put che Engliſh upon a 1 of [AG 


s ure WAR Woe,” 


rivulet with the amy, 1 would eiter hav taken or neck $i whole 
army in the Carnaſſa, and come up with his treaſure” and jewels, and 
Coſſim Ally Khan's yours which T was informed amounted: to between 
two and three millions. en e eee 3 een, IH! 
Tur Engliſh army IHR of little more than four thouſand men, not 
above one thouſand were Europeans. The Nabob's s army were not lefs 
than forty thouſand, The killed and wounded in the Engliſh army were 
eight hundred and forty-ſeven ; in the Nabob's, two thouſand killed in the 
field of battle, excluſive of thoſe dromyned. The Colonel had not ſurgeons | 
to dreſs his own wounded; he could not give the wounded of the enemy 
any aſſiſtance; but he vaſt, oat 10 wy er to give rice and water to 
fuch as would take t. i di e 
The day after the battle, whe Mogul, 10 was a be pibses; in Shujah 
Dowlah's camp, wrote Colonel Monro a letter, giving him joy of the 


victory, and deſiring the Colonel to take him under the protection of the 


Engliſh; and ſaid, if he would do this, he Would give the Engliſh Shujah 


Dowlah's country, or any thing elſe they pleaſed to demand. And on the 


Commanders receiving the conſent of the Governor and Council of Calcutta, 

he took the Mogul under protection: the Mogul Toft Siujah rope: oh 

camp the night before the battle *. FFF 
Upon the Engliſnm army arriving at Banaras, Sbujah Dowls' ſent his 


Miniſter with overtures of peace. The Colonel would not liſten to them, 


unleſs the Nabob would deliver up to him Coſſim Ally Khan and Sumro. 
Coſſim had ordered many of the Engliſh to be maſſacred when they were i in 


his power, and Sumro had executed: theſe orders, when no man in the 


Nabob's army would doe it but himſelf. Sumro was a German, and a 
General Officer under che N abob; he had been before à Serjeant in the French 
ſervice, deſerted from them to us, and from us to Coſfim Ally Khan. But 
Shujah Dowlah would not agree to give up to the Engliſh either Coſſim or 
Sumro and the Colonel ſaid, he would not make peace with him, if he 
would give him all the lacks in his treaſury; unleſs he would deliver up 
thoſe murderers. Bene Bahadre, the Nabob's Miniſter, returned again to 
in Commander, and ſaid, if he would but make peace with his 
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hold of both Coſlim' and Sumro- The Colonel would not agree to poads' | 
on thoſe terms. Bene Bahadre then deſired him to let Captain Stables re- 


turn with him to the Nabob's camp; the Nabob, he ſaid, wanted to ſpeak 


with him. Captain Stables underſtood the country language, and agreed to 


riſque his own life, if he could but be the inſtrument of bringing Coſſim and 
Sumto to be made public examples of. He went along with the Miniſter 


to the camp; and the anſwer he returned with was, That the N abob would 
not give up Coſſim by any manner of means, but let him eſcape; but if the 
Colonel would ſend two or three Engliſh gentlemen, who knew Sumro, the 


Nabvb. would aſk him to an entertainment, and in ny of _—_ __ | 


tlemen he would order him to be put to death. 

Tur Nabob, Shujah Dowla, offered Captain Stables a ſum of money, to 
prevail with Colonel Monro to agree to his terms of peace; but, as Colonel 
| Monro ſays, * I never would do this, the next thing to be conſidered was, 
the driving Shujah Dowla intirely out of his country, and the manner of 


ſettling it.” I wrote to the Governor and Council at Calcutta, and ſent them | 


a letter from the Mogul, deſiring me to make no peace with Shujah Dowla ; 


that he would cede part of his country to the Engliſh Company, and keep 


the reſt himſelf. The Governor and Council ſent me a copy of a treaty to 
be executed with the King ; which took place accordingly. Before Colonel 
Monro quitted the command of the army, Bulwand Sing, collector of the 
revenues of the Nabob's country, learning the Colonel had rejected an offer 
of four lacks of rupees to diſplace him, came to the Colonel, and begged his 
acceptance of 80,000 rupees, which is 10,0001, ; and, except that, the Co- 
lonel ſolemnly declared he never received a fingle rupee, for all the time 


he was in Bengal, near five years, beſides the cuſtomary preſents, which are 


of ſmall account; and he refuſed the offer of more than 300, ooo l. at dif- 
ferent times, for making alterations in the officers of the government. When 


Colonel Monro left the army *, Major Carnac was ſent by the Governor and 


Council from Calcutta, to take the command of it; theſe gentlemen met upon 
the road, and the Colonel told the Major, had he continued with the army, 
he would avoid coming to any general aftion with Shujah Dowla, as they 
were then in the poſſeſſion of the greateſt part of his country, and his army 
muſt of courſe diſperſe when his money was out. At tais time the Nabob, 
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Meer Jaffier Ally Khan, was taken ill at Moorſhedabad; and finding his 
diſorder increaſing every day, he ſent for his ſecond ſon, (the eldeſt 
alive) and growing irrecoverable, he delivered to him a paper of advice, and 
recommended the Rajah Nundcomer as his Miniſter, and ordered Mr. Mid- 
dleton and the other Engliſh gentlemen to be ſent for, with all the ſervants 
of his government; and in their preſence, deſired orders might be given. to 
all the people, to obey his ſon Najim Ul Dowla, in every e as they did 
him... He expired the 14th of January, 1768. 1 be 

Ix what this Prince ſaid, when he came out of his palace to 8 + 
ſelf to the Engliſh Commander, was the genuine dictates of his mind, it ap- 
pears Meer Jaffier poſſeſſed fentiments which would afford him no ſmall 
ſupport under his ſufferings: I have ſworn,” ſaid he, to the Engliſh, to 
* be their faithful friend—T will never ſwerve from my engagements. L 

* will rather ſuffer death than draw my ſword againſt them, though I have 
© friends enough to hazard at leaſt one battle in my defence . I ſee uo 
| ©. paths are ſacred enough to bind the Engliſh.” _ 

Ma. Warrs, who negotiated the treaty with Meer later in | pag; wrote 
Colonel Clive, that the Admiral, the Commander of the Company's land 
forces, and the Committee and Council, were to ſign the treaty on their part, 
affirming in the name of God, and of our Saviour, that they would abide 
by it. The Committee at Calcutta write the Directors: The 19th. of May; 
the treaty being engroſſed in the manner Mr. Watts had requeſted, it was 
returned to be preſented to Meer Jaffier, who, on the 15th of June, in the 
Aer e of Mr. Watis, ſolemnhy ſaid— I fwear by God, and the Prophet 

of God, to abide by the terms of this treaty, whilſt I have life. e en 

In the night of the 19th of October, 1760, the Engliſh troops. entered 
the court of his palace, and forced him to reſign his government to Coſſim, 
at a time when there was not the leaſt appearance of a rupture or diſguſt, 
Thus was Meer Jaffier depoſed, in breach of a treaty founded on the moſt 
ſolemn oaths, and in violation of the national faith. 11 

Coss ix ALLy Knax agreed to give twenty lacks of rupees 00 Engliſh 
en who were to bring about the revolution in his een and twenty 

lacks more ſor the uſe of the Company. 

War Meer Jaffier gave for his firſt OO PIN Lat to the ſababſhip, wy 
his reſtoration +to it, far exceeded the ſum ſtipulated with Coſſim. Jaffier 
obtained the tia by an agreement with the Engliſh, to betray the 
2 | f reigning 
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reighing Nabob, Serajah Dowla, at the battle of Plaſſey ; and by an agree- - 
ment with the Engliſh, 'be was betrayed by his ſon-in-law. Coſſim, and — ; 
from his palace and government. Jaffier ſhewed a regard to the trea 
he had made with the Engliſh, and was reſtored to his dominions ; the Eng 7 
broke their engagement, and were ſeverely puniſhed by the loſs of thoſe. un- 
fortunate gentlemen, who fell victims to the erycky, of Selim. for whom they 
violated: the public faith... ee 
MR Jarries's eldeſt ſon left a prince, =" was only. fix years old when 
Meer Jaffier died. The Governor and Council did not chooſe to take that — 
line of ſucceſſion, contrary to the appointment of Jaffier in favour. of his | 
ſecond ſon, though ſome of the gentlemen thought it would be better to 
have a long minority; but the late Nabob having aſſociated his ſon. i in the 
government, dar fene it might have the Dp et of another revo- 
lation. *% Aa | 
{Frcs axintes of which Meer Jaffier was e 1 * I to 
death without reaſon or juſtice on a ſtrict enquiry, were found not to be 
true; the very perſons ſaid:to have been murdered by him, were all, except two, 
found to be living when the matter was examined after his reſtoration; 
neither had he broke any of his men with the Fa to the time 
* depoſed him. 

Tu Preſident and Council at Selene appointed four 1 to go ußß 
to Muxadavad, in the name of the Company, to wait on Najim Ul Dowla, 
the ſon of Jaffier. Two treaties were ſigned by the Committee, and when 

the Prince had acceded to them, he was to be proclaimed Nabob. Mr. 
Middleton acquainted Najim of theſe gentlemen being on their way, and he 
ſent the Miniſter recommended to him by his father, to meet them; the 
gentlemen arrived the next day; and the Nabob, in a letter he afterwards wrote 
to the Committee at Calcutta, gives the following account of what paſſed on this 
occaſion: I was confident that theſe my friends and well-wiſhers would | 
have done me the compliments of condolence, and comfort me but they 
did not to me the leaſt thing of this kind: inſtead whereof, they began to 
incumber me with many troubleſome things; and at the ſame time, they ſent 
out all the people which were preſent, together with my brother, Nabob 
Syfud Dowla, and then they told me to fend for Mahomed Reza Cawn from 
Dacca, and ſet him up as Naib of the Nizamut. This troubled me much; 


And e told me alſo, that till Meer Mahomed Reza Cawn arrived ee 
4 K k 2 Dacca, 
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Dacca, and till he was ſet up 'as Naib of the Nizamut, I muſt not ſit in 
the Dewan Connah ; and that I muſt live in the ſame ee 1 . oy 
Put a ſtop to all public buſtneſ. 

Tus above- named Reza Cawn has had long ago evil intentions on (the 
Nizamut; my father, therefore, deemed him always as his enemy; and 
beſides, there is a large ſum of money due from him to the Sircar. For 
theſe reaſons, I thought proper not to acquieſce to any of the above propoſals 
which were made to me. I told them to peruſe the paper of advice of my 
deceaſed father, and ſee how it directs, and which I ſhall readily follow. In 
anſwer to this, they replied, that your paper of advice was of no force or 
virtue; and every thing muſt be done as we think proper. 

lx this manner they have vexed me, by _ almoſt 2 day from the 
firſt of their arrival to their departure. 

Turv preſented me with a paper, and mance K Ggn i it. This 
paper was that which they brought with them, and inſiſted on me to comply 
with their requeſt, I ſent for Meer Mahomed Irrick Cawn, Mah Rajah 
Nundcomer Bahadre, &c. ; they firſt acquainted the gentlemen, that whatever 
paper they wanted to be ſigned, they would have no difficulty in it; at the 
ſame time it was proper for all of them to peruſe it firſt. The gentlemen being 
much diſpleaſed at this, aſked, in a very angry manner, who they were that 
wanted to peruſe the paper? After this, Moonſhy Sudoler Oo Dy, who was 
near my preſence, told me to bring the former — _ COMPpare that with 
chin. and then to fign it. | 

Ar this, one of the gentlemen turned out the Moonſhy ; and 9 told 
me, that in caſe I did not ſet up Mahomed Reza Cawn in his Naibſnip, and 
immediately ſign the paper, I ſhould have no great chance of being in the 
poſſeſſion of the Subadarry, and then I ſhould be extremely ſorry for it. 
When I ſaw him preſſing me fo eagerly, and in an unfriendly manner, I 
thought proper to ſign, and deliver the paper to them, and they carried it 
away. After this, Mahomed Reza Cawn arrived, and fat as Naib. He, for 

the better ſecuring his Naibſhip, took above twenty lacks of rupees (in money 
and goods) out of my treaſury, has diſtributed them among ſuch people as 
he thought proper, and this without my knowledge. Beſides, there is a 
balance due from the above-mentioned Cawn, of about twenty lacks of 
rupees, on account of revenues received by him, of which he does not 


chuſe to pay a ſingle coury. The aboveſaid Mahomed Reza Cawn made 


Sno Are w AA Soe. 8 28 5 


one of the gentlemen his protector; and he keeps my ſeal under his own ſeal, 


and there is nothing to be done with my will or order. Titles, employments. 
kelauts, elephants, hor og vie are e * ane to "others 2 


he pleaſes. bib 384 Dre 

Man Rajan tu y intimate well-wither, ad by jos orcaitis 
to aſk any queſtion, they anſwer him in the negative, and with diſpleaſure. 
While this man continues in the ſervice, they cannot impoſe upon me any ex- 
traordinary charges. They, for the ſake of their own profits, have cenſured 


nim with an old acc uſation, which was long ago ſtrictly examined by Gene- 


ral Carnac, who acquitted? him of it; and now they maliciouſly accuſe him 
again, and by this means they ſent Ow __- to 3 with * of 


Sepoys. | 9 


THz is a balance due to the We Wen the Jelladars, of ffteen Jacks of 
rupees, and now new employments are granted to them. They have diſpoſed 
of the preſent year's rents as they pleaſed. When I intended going down 


to Calcutta, I was much diſtreſſed for money for paying my ſervants wages. 
and other current expences. 

Tux bad treatment which I have received from one of theſe eee, 
after my father's death, and Mahomed Reza Cawn's ſtation, are to me as if 


I was day and night in a flame; but the news that Lord Clive was coming to 


this place has relieved. me of my anxieties. At laſt God Almighty was pleaſed 
to haſten his Lordſhip's arrival at this place: this has put into me freſh life 
and vigour, Now I beg your Lordſhip, as my protector and ſincere friend, 
to put my affairs, which were ruined by theſe people, on a proper footing, 
as they were in my father's time. In en this, I ſhall think wan 
happy. | 
Get . | 
I nave wrote my ſentiments in the above lines as brit as + poſlible, and 


beg you will hear my petition. 


WHEN the Committee examined- into the 8 8 1 theſe 
gentlemen, Jugget Seet, the perſon to whom they Greg EH at the 


Nabob's court, gave the following account : 
Wu the gentlemen of the Council went to Moorſhedabad, md 4 applied 


themſelves to the regulation of the whole Subadarry, they ſent me the following 


mens; by Mootyram: - Make us ſome acknowledgment, and we will ſettle 
| all 
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all your buſineſs according to your heart's: deſire, otherwiſe we ſhalt be diſ- 


pleaſed, and your buſineſs meet with no aſſiſtance; for you formerly made 
an acknowledgment to Lord Clive and othen gentlemem. I infotmed them 
Lord Clive never ſaid a word on this ſubject, and that I did not give him 
even a ſingle daum . They ſent me a meſſage in, ahſwer as follows: 
You may not be acquainted with it, but your fathers made us acknowledg- 
ments; give us five Jacks of rupees.” I anſwered, Our fathers never did give 
Lord Clive a ſingle daum. They replied, If you would; wiſn ta have your 
buſineſs go freely on, make us ſome acknowledgment. Being remedileſs, I 
conſented to give one hundred and twenty ſva thouſand rupees, fifty thou- 
ſand immediately, and the reſt when I could tollatt5in my debts 1 the 
n The gentlemen agreed to this. 

_ Enquiry having been made, I Jugget Seet have wrinen hes fue. 
in which there is by no means a word of -untruthl// to on won [1 11 

| MooryRam, who was employed by the Engliſh: deputies-to treat with che 
officers to be placed about the Nabob, afterwards: gave the. NO ee E e 
to the Committee at Calcutta. 

Queſ. What WN ad 3 85 dom he grrlemen. to Reza 
Cann? 1? 5A bunodetM bas d ttt 

Anſ. I was 3 ro 5 — eee 3 75 fit wy Wei 11 

* Did one ED ſend: eg 88 or in chat of 45 45 
putation? q1 h | 

Anf. In all their names 1 

Qreſ. What anſwer had you 105 "EM Sed > 

| Anf. He firſt ſaid, Very well, I'll try what I can Joy d ee he 
ſaid, It was very improper to aſk N of the Seets; it will get me a bad 
name. 

Queſ. What did you ſay about TOY their buſines, onleſs 155 com- 
plied with the demand? I 

Anſ. I did tell him, that the 888 00 GA h düsen i : 

would make a preſent ; if not, the buſineſs of: the-Seets would meet with no 
protection or countenance. / Jugget Seet ſaid, If the gentlemen will be ſa- 
tified with rings, jewels, and fuch preſents, to the value of twenty-five 
en en I will e ; but « on. his TOP _ farther, he _— 
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to give fifty thouſand, which was not accepted. They at length, in about 
twenty days, conſented to give one hundred and twenty-five thouſand rupees. 
The money was ſent in a ſtacketee, at Which the gentlemen were very angry, 
and ſaid, Why was it not ET to Mootyram, or ſent more privately. 


Que. Fo what amoun def. the, ee RY AAR 1 2 ande 


to the deputies? Ft ub d tes i un 
Anſ. One of, the, gentlemen, received through el adds 237,500 rupees, 
another 50,000, but what was ; paid to the, other eren 1 know not, their 
own ſervants tranſacted that buſineſs for them. | JRL, 
Ix February, 1766, Najim was proclaimed at his capital, r 
and while the deputies were there, the reſt of the Council received advice from 
England, of Lord Clive's coming ant with edi powers from. the 
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n tr appointment 1 tbe RD " IN arrival Habits, 
Letter to Mr. Rous from Madraſs, 17 April 1765, The members of the Selet? 
© Committee, appointed iy the Company, take upon them tht mining ment of dll pithiic 

' buſineſs, the 7th May 1765. AT beir proceedings heir better to General Car na 

Their enquiry into the Nabob's charge againſt the Gintlemen "ſent to bim on the 

Aab of Meer Jaſfer. Sbrjab "Dowld's arihy *is.*routid' by the aum walter 

Geri Carnac, the 3d Mi) 4: 1765. "'Shijab-Dowla's terte? to\the Gul, bind 

"the anfever. Sbejab Dowla fitrrenders Wmſaf to" Gonefal Cariad. Flis Teitey ty 
Lord Clive, and the Committee, and their anſwer. General Carnac's ic inter. 
wview with the King. The Committee's orders to General Carnac, to refign the 
command of the army to Lord Clive; and the General's appointment, with Lord 

Clive, to negotiate with Shujah and the country powers. Lord Clive and General 
Carnac's advices to the Committee, after this interview with Shujab Dowla ang 
the King. The terms agreed on, and treaties figned. Lord Clive and General 
Carnac return to Calcutta. Lord Clive's account of their proceedings to th, 

Court of Directors, 30th September 1765 ; and the account of the ſums received 

43 preſents, as reſtitution to the Company and their ſervants, for their loſſes and 

 expences in the different wars, and in the revenues of the country, to the year 


I 771. 1. Society f trade eſtabliſbed. 


N the 2d of May, 1966, Lord Clive then in England, was ſworn in 
; Preſident and Governor of Bengal, and Commander in Chief of the 
forces there; and Mr. Sumner and Mr. Sykes, then alſo in England, were 
appointed Counſellors at that Preſidency ; Mr. Sumner to ſucceed to the 
government; and Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner, Major Carnac, Mr. Verelſt, 
and Mr. Sykes were appointed by the Directors a Select Committee, with 
power to manage all the affairs of the Company in Bengal. Lord Clive, 
Mr. Sumner, and Mr. Sykes ſailed from England the 4th of June, 1764, 
and they arrived at Madraſs the 10th of April 1765; and of the 14th of 
that month, Lord Clive wrote the following letter to Thomas Rous, Eſq; 


then at the head of the Company in England: 
+ 1 : Deas 


s 4 bereisen. | 
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Lide, len. nee an gu 1 


Dear Sir, a 


E arrived at this ala ht zoth inſtant; and ſhall otoereck Ie Begat | 
nent Saturday. I muſt now enter with you into the politics bf India. 
The particulars of our late ſucceſs, and now very flouriſhing condition of the 


Company s affairs in Indoſtan, you will have been informed of at large | 


before this reaches you, We have at laſ arrived at that critical periad whith 
Ibave long foreſeen; ] mean, that period which renders it ecefſary for us 10 dd 
termine, whether we can or ſhall tate the bolt td. ourſekves. - Shujah Dowla is 
beat from his dominion ;. we are in poſſeſſion of it z-and-it/is ſcarcely hyper- 
bole to-ſay—to-morrow the whole Mogul empire will be in our powef. 
4 large army of Europeans will effeually preſerve us ſovereigns.. You will, Jam 
Jure, imagine with me, that after the length wwe have run, the Princes of Tndoſta 
muſt conclude our views to be boundleſs; they have ſeen ſuch inſtances of our athbi- 
lion, that they camot ſuppoſe us capable of moderation. The very Nadobs 
whom we might ſupport, would be either covetous of our poſſeſſions, or 
jealous of our power; ambition, fear, avarice, would be daily watching to 
deſtroy us; a victory would be but a temporary relief to us, for the de- 
throning of the firſt Nabob would be followed by the ſetting up of another. 
We muſt; indeed, become Nabobs ourſelves in fact, if not in naiffe; perhaps 
totally ſo without diſguiſe. But on this ſubject I cannot be certain, until 
my arrival at Bengal. Let us, and without delay, complete our three Euro- 
pean regiments tp a thouſand men each ; theſe, with five hundred light ca: 
valry, three or four regiments of artillery, and the forces of the country, 
will certainly render us invincible. In ſhort, if riches and ſecurity are the 
objects of the Company, this is the method, the only meide now for 1 


curing them. 


—— 


4 


„ „„ 


THE 3d of May, 1765, Lord Clive arrived i in Bengal, 8 being. ac 
companied to Calcutta by a deputation, took charge of the government. 
On the gth of May, his Lordſhip aſſembled the Council at Fort William, 
when the Company's inſtructions were read, and the gentlemen appointed to 
form a ſelect Committee, to aſſiſt Lord Clive i in reſtoring peace to the Com- 
pany "; affairs, were admitted at the Board; and on the 7th of May, the Com- 


mittee met for the diſpatch of buſineſs. Each member took an oath not to 
| 1. 5 reveal, 


140 1 Tax, Wa: Ro WOE tv ny 
reveal, to. any perſon whatever, any of the proceedings of os Committer 
| befors the ſame were laid before the Council, or till the Committee was diſ- 
ſolved; and they adminiſtered the LE oath 0 their Secretary. and his. 
aſſiſtant. 1 55 
Lon Cirvs then informed the Colmmirees, he little imagined, ial he 
"refighed the government of Bengal, five years ago, that he ſhould ever enter 
| upon it again ; but the late diſtracted ſtate of affairs in India, had alarmed 
Ter : the proprietors of ſtock, and at one of their moſt numerous General Courts, 
h | he was -unanimouſly deſired to reſume the government of Bengal. The 
.* ſucceſs of the forces which I had the honour to command in the year 
2757, completed a revolution in favour of Meer Jaffier, an event on 
< which the exiſtence of the Eaſt- India Company at that time depended. 
The treaty concluded with him, was productive of large advantages to 
* the nation as well as to individuals, and ſeemed to inſure the e 
« greater: benefits than they had ever before enjoyed. y 
Mr ſucceſſors, ſoon after my departure, thought proper to raiſe Coſſim 
% Ally Khan to the ſubahſhip ; the conſequences e whatever was the 
| cauſe, have been unfortunate. © 
A xx few days are elapſed ſince our arrival; and yet, if we conſider 
what has already come to our knowledge, we cannot heſitate a moment 
upon the neceſſity of aſſuming the power that is in us, of conducting, as 
© a ſelect Committee, the affairs, both civil and military, of this ſettlement... 
What do we hear of, what do we ſee, but anarchy, confufion, and, what 
is worſe, an almoſt general corruption? It is abſolutely indiſpenſable, 
for the ſpeedy ſettlement of the Company's affairs, that the power fhould 
be lodged in the hands of a few, or the deſigns of the Proprietors, in ſo- 
* liciting me to accept the government, will be e and en if n not 
totally eluded, by their ſervants. the 
© To eſtabliſh a country government, to ſecure the ee intereſt, 
| and to perpetuate the revenues of the Company; to reform the military, 
: | © and to amend the civil departments theſe will be the objects of our ſerious 
attention. By this Committee I ſhall hope to ſee thefe important matters 
At. completely regulated, before I reſign the government; and you know, that 
* 'my intention is to remain in it no longer than my aſſiſtance may be A 
e towards ee theſe 2 8 and ſalutary purpoſes.” 
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The u write the following Ir 
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- Sir, i N bhi IN Fon William, May 75 LOR | 


* © : | : 
4 "9, 


A® EEABLE to th inRrgRions iche v Hotoufable company, we Hüve : 
this day aſſumed the powers of a Select Committee, with whith we are = 

inveſted.” And we fend you, as a member of this Committee, a copy of the 5 8 

Company s inſtructions, and of the oath we have taken; which we defire ou 

to receive from the Company's ſervant upon the ſpot, in order that our cor- 

reſpondence may be without reſerve. The neceſſary m a 22 8 are to 


| 1 we ſubmit to Tom diſcretion. | 


#7" 2 


AT this time the Nabob Najim U. Ul Dowlac came to Oki a addrefled | : : 
the Committee on the ſubjeR of the preſents obtained from him and his | 
Miniſters, on his acceſſion. ' | 
Tux Committee make this minute on that buſineſs, the 11th of May. 
FIT xx facts advanced by the Nabob, and other circumſtances. which have 
< this day appeared to the Committee, being maturely weighed and conſidered, 
00 the Committee are of opinion, that Mahomed Reza Cawn, ſince the death of 
* the late Nabob, has diſtributed 0 certain perſons near twenty lacks of 


i "9 rupees . 55 f | 
Taz Committee receive letters from General Carnac, of the goth of April, 
That, in conſequence of advice that Shujah Dowla, with Caz Dyn Cawn, was 
on his way to Korah, to join Mulhar, who was there with the Morattoes, he 
bad croſſed the Ganges. That Captain Graham had a ſmart ſkirmiſh with a 
diſaffected Zemindar, wherein the latter, with a conſiderable number of men, 
was killed ; and that we had ſuſtained a material loſs in one > Tarbeg, a leader 
of our few Perſian horſe, who died of his wounds, 
Tux ad of May, the General writes, if the enemy did not fall vice the 
Committee might ſoon expect to hear of a battle. The day following they 
| did engage, and the General routed the enemy. The 5th of May, he received 


* 4 lack of rupees is £12,500. Twenty 1 is Le « 250,000. 0D. 
Fu L12 intelligence 
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intelligence that Np Dowla, and the Morattoes, had” ſepainted.. And the- 
19th' of May, * Carnac STE the mn yaa * Shujah 


Dowla : : 


T is. idiots All over the world, that the illuſtrious chiefs of the Engliſhs 
/ 798 nation are conſtant and unchangeable in their friendſhip, which. my- 
heart is fully perſuaded of. The late diſturbances were contrary. to my- 
Tpoliaazions ; hut it was ſo ordered hy Providence. I now ſee things in a proper 
light, aud have a ſtrong; deſire, to come to you; and I am perſuaded you. 
vill treat me in a manner befitting your own, honour. You have ſhewn great 
fayour to others: when you become acquainted. with me, you will ſee with: 
your on eygs, and be thoroughly ſenſible of my attachment, from which» 
1, will never depart while I haye life. I am this day, the 26th, of the moon; 
arrived at Belgram. Pleaſe God, in a very ſhort time I ſhall have. the hap- 
pineſs of meeting with you. As ** other particulars,. K 9 you. to Monyr 


ee 


With lis own Hacer 


* n figs | 
I neGarD not wealth, nor government of countries; your favour and! 

9 3 is all 1. deſire. Pleaſe God, I 2 be wich vou. very On, when: 
you vill do for me what, you think b 


General Carnae!3 anſuur, the 24th of Mig, 1765. | 


L Nauk been. favoured. with. your letter, i in which were ſome. wks wrote 
1 with your own hand, declaring your intentjons of coming. to me; that you 
was arrived at Belgram and expect ſuch a reception as becomes a. brave man. 
to give; and that I will be ſenſible. of the warmth and ſincerity of your 
158 ip, affer we become acquainted; and that you do. not, look. for- 
country nor Wealth, but the friendſhip- of the Engliſh. nation; and that 
pleaſe 4 God, you will be very ſoon with me. 
Tui r be of this letter gave me great pleaſure ;. you. was before unac- 


quainted with our cuſtoms and diſpaſitionsz. thaphs, be. ta, Ged. that you 
| Are. 


Ho suv. Beruf ee. | ot 


are now become ſenſible of the juſtice and upright i intentians of the Englih. 
Now that you are pleaſed to come to me in a friendly manner, you may 

depend on tha beſt roception im my powtF, ſpifabis co ouF cu nd 
will not be deficient in forwarding whatever is reaſonable for your intereſt; 
and when your Excellency ſhall ſhew a real attachment to the Engliſh, their 
friendſhip towards you in return will be made-manifeft-16-thE-whlold\world,. 

You may, with perfect confidence, come here as to your own houſe, and to- 
thoſe thar wiſts your: wellkee: dane paticutins' 70d Gil leak Fi fd | 
6-Dowlah.. | 1 i Bet 127 12s 815 F 
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125 ARRIVED: here 1 having l&ftrhit 3 A h d 

vitons,, by eaſy / marches i the firſt: diviſion: Ibex pectl it to mor). I 
acquainted the Board, the aad, with the reaſom of my being in ſueha Hurry 
to return, viz. on occaſion of a letter from Shujatr Dold the cop of 
the original, a- tranſlation thereof, aud the ſubſtanes of my anſwer; your: 
Lordſhip, &c. will receive herewith... ee 

Ir we can make a friend of Shujah Dowla; which I really betieve eme 
provided we uſe with moderation our ſueceſs, and do not urge him to deſa 
pair, I am firmly of opinion that he, from the extreme regard in which he 
is held througheut the country, even in his q preſent diſtreſs; will prove a0 
much better ſecurity to our frontien, than an one N can put in _ do- 
minions in his room, | 


From che Camp at hn »—)0 
on the Banks of the Ganges, 5 — xugb ROY Be 
May! 27, 1765, „ "nt RE 
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JEARING that Sbujah Dowla: Was RRM 3 — Captain Swiatot, | 
with Rajah Shittabroy, to meet him; he arrived in the evening-on the 
oppoſite ſide of the river, and immediately croſſed it, with his brother-in-law, 
*  : Salar-Jung, and a very few followers, in order to wait upon me. I received 
+ him with all poſſible marks of diſtinction, at which he expreſſed much ſa- 
_ :tisfation. He appears, however, à good deal dejected at his preſent con- 
dition, which muſt bear very hard upon him; and he muſt find himſelf with- 
dat reſource.z for; being. as he undoubtedly is, the moſt confiderable man 
n the empire, and of an uncommonly high ſpirit, he would not have ſub- 
mitted to ſueh a condeſcenſion. It will, in my opinion, greatly add to the 
Engliſh name throughout the country, our behaving with {ph wards 
e who has all along bore a high 1 8 8 in Hindoſtan. 
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Jajaman, 
May 279 1766. 


TH 
8 * C — as 
Ez . 4 * - 


- - = - 
, 4 x - L * . a 
e 5 T6 n Carnac. 
a ” 
6 .* 
= * 9 = 4 on * 
, * # q - + - _ ove Þ 3. : 
14 - . «9 . 


&; . 


T . : = 


ca cue: Letter to the Right Honourable Lord Cher, N Profle, on the 
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M Y laſt addreſs was dated the 27th Shes adviſing you df Shujah Dowla' $ 
being come in to me, fince which I have not troubled you, having 


nothing material to communicate. I have deferred coming to any abſolute 
agreement till I have ſeen the King, and know his pleaſure. He has left 
Illahabad, and has got to Manipur on his way hither ; but as the rains are 
ſo near ſetting in, I think it moſt adviſeable to ſave him that trouble, and 
that we ſhould move towards him. I am accordingly croſſing our troops 
over the Ganges as ſpeedily as poſſible, for that purpoſe ; and in the interim, 


that no time may be loſt, we are proceeding on the trials of the ſeveral 
„ . gentlemen 


8 wo) ante D Down 4 eenzikvs v. 
tt in arreſt. I have undertaken. ſo far as to give" Shujah Dom 


hopes of the Subah of Aud, being aſſured that his Majeſty will gladly de- 
liver it to him, as the only means to ſecure tranquillity to the country; and 


that it cannot be made over to any other, who will be able to maintain it 


longer than while our army remains. I have intimated to him, that ſome” 
indemnificariqq wil be expected hy: us from him, for the immenſe expence 
in which he involved us, and, ſhall: ſtreayouſly inſiſt thereon; and I. flatter 
myſelf of ſucceeding, though he pleads poverty, and has. ſolemoly. aſſerted to, 
me, in the name of God and, his Prophet, that he has not two lacks of 
rupees: ſhould you be of opinion with me, that the Zamindary of Benaras, 
&c. is at too great a diſtance to be worth our keeping, this may alſo be · 
hereafter ceded to him, in conſideration of a ſum of money in exchange for 
the ſame. Major Stibbert, whom I detached towards the frontier on this. 
ſide of Lucknaw, has been very active and diligent, and has entirely removed - 
the diſaffected parties that ſtill remained in that neighbourhood. By means 
of a forced march, he fell in with, on the morning of the ad inſtant, one 


Mungul Chun, a Jematdar, who had been particularly troubleſome... After. 


a ſhort ſkirmiſh, the enemy were put to the rout. Mungul Chan himſelf. 
with ſeveral of his people, were killed; and a parcel of country guns, * + 
they had with them, all taken, I have been reduced to-the-neceſſity o 

forcing ſome; other forts near our camp; and as we loſt a: volunteer me a 
few men on the occaſion, the ill- iated defendants habe paid the forfeit of their - | 


lives for their obſtinax. 1 


I yavs difcovered a moſt dear 7 1 , ofethe e | 


maſters belonging to the Bombay detachment. Finding that · their i: number 


quarter maſler's banian; who - acknowledged his having taken from the 
Bazar upwards of three hundred men to ſtand the muſter.· I immediately 
confined the acting quarter-maſter, the eſtabliſhed ona being ſick at Illahabad; - 


and you. may be aſſured I will uſe every endeavour to trace the fraud to its 


ſource, that an exemplary ene may be eden thoſe __— 


of ſo ſhameful an impoſition. ay 5 
Camp at Nagapur, Thave the bac tobe, A 


che 17th of June, 1765. John Carnace- 
4 15 | ; The 1 
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7" Intelligence they convey is important, and the ſentintenter you Cres 
- generous, and:fuch as we are determined +6 adopt. We jb with with you in 
opinion, that every appearance. of inſule and violence, to a p bf Shujak 
Dowla's character, ought to be carefully avoided in the terms we demand. 

Auen met of honour and ſontiment, a yo” can OT we Permanent 
where the advantages are reeipracall. 
Lonp Clivr, who propoſes to ſet eue kor che army in four or an, 
n be impowered, in conjunction with you, to tele every thing, in whatever 
manner ſhall appear moſt oonducive to the great obje& we have in view 
thar of immediately reſtoring che public-rranquillicy, and eſtabliſhing peace. 
of & laſting and ſolid foundation. The honourable reception you propoſe 
giving the Vizier, vill put him into ſueh good - homour with the Engliſh, 
that he probably may be prevailed on to ſhorten Lord chen Journey, and 
meet his. Lordſtip at Benaras, or even at Paena. 35 

Ix the mean time, the ſettling preliminary articles, and „Godisg a plan 
of pacification with kim,” will greatly facilitate matters; but you muſt come 
to no final determination until-his Lordſhip's arrival. 

Tus points we would chiefly recommend to your regard, in fetching theſe 
preliminaries, are, that Bulwant Sing be pardoned, and ſecured in the poſ- 
ſeſhon of his country, on the ſame terms as when he was under the govern- 


ment of Shujah Dowla ; that Nudjuff Can be alſo reſtored to the poſ- 


ſeſſion of Kotea his country; and that all others, o have joined, or afforded 
aſſiſtance to chd Engliſh, meet with equal favour and: encouragement. The 
King's honour muſt be conſulted; and his fafety- and ſubſiſfence ſecured, 
wherever be chuſes to reſide: Coſm Ally and Sumroe we would be glad 
to have delivered. into our hands, if Shujah Dowla will? do it voluntarily, or 

elſe put to death by bimſelf; but if neither can be effected without diſguſting 
him, and thereby endangeriag the ſtability of the peace, it muſt be left to 
his ow] n honor In ſhort, we would rather bind them to:ug-by the ties of 


Kratitude than by force and compulſion, 


1 Re | i | In 


5214 11 devi eopere v2D. Wed 5855 | 
10 money affairs we muſt appear generous and dibntereſted; and if you ſti- 
pulate for any ſums to be paid, they. ought to be on.account of the Company, 


who have ſome Claim to an indemnification, and whoſe intereſt ought. to be 
our principal object. In other particulars, we rely on your own. diſcretipn 
and approved zeal for the good of rhe ſervice lng with great, W 17 | 
Fort William, „ Sir, Sc. „ 


* #2 
* 7-9 


al roth. of June, 1765. . N „ 
P. S. We would further recdininend, "ahi you | chte with k Shujak Dosis 


for the eſtabliſhment of factories, and an entire liberty of trade in every 


part of his dominions; but we mean not to ſupport 1 this privilege by W 
military force, nor to introduce hs 4s or n into 55 ann 


General Carnac writes the Committee again, the igth of June, 


. 
£ W 
1 


= J UDGEDi it moſt adviſeable to make the veto my way 56 the King, who 


R choſe to halt at Manipur, and there wait for me. I arrived here yeſterday, 
and immediately waited upon his Majeſty, who-exprefſed much ſatisfaction at 
Shujah Dowla's being come in. I am to preſent Shujah Dowla to him 


to-morrow, and I wait with the greateſt impatience to know how far you are 
willing to favour NG. ons Dowd. 


To General Carnac,” <2 
Sir, | I, * | 


{3 


URSUANT to our Are tranſmitted to you the 2oth, LordClivele left this 


place the 25th ultimo, propoſing to ſtop a day or two at Moorſhedabad, 
and then to proceed with all poſſible diſpatch to the army, of which Jou 
will reſign the command to his Lordſhip immediately on his arriyal. 


We have veſted his Lordſhip, in conjunction with you, with full powers | 


to negociate with Shujah Dowla and the country powers; and you will per- 
ceive, from the tenour of our inſtructions, that our great aim is to obtain a 


laſting and honourable peace, to revive our languiſhing commerce, 10 impreſi 


the natives with a ſenſe of our juſtice and moderation, and to reduce thoſe heavy 
military charges, which have hitherto rendered our extraordinary ſucceſs, 
and even the ceſſion of rich provinces, fruitleſs to the Company. 

M m 1 THE 
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TIE 3d of or Mg 1763, Lord Clive and Gn Catnac write the 
1 Committee, that the day before they had a conference with Shujah 
 Dowla, when he offered to Aly fifty lacks to the Company for indemnifi- 
cation Tor the charges intuifed By the Grrr. 
As to the ſartentler of Coſſim Aly Cawn, deen and the deſerters, it was 
out of his power; that Coſſim had ſought ſhelter in the Rohillah country, 
and Sumro had placed himſelf under the protection of the es e he 
was ſkreened both from Shujah Dowla and n 
Taz Arth of Auguſt Lord Clive and the Generel paid a \_ viſit to the 
King on buſineſs; bis. Majeſty delivered his demands to Lord Clive in the 
Perſian language. The King was then requeſted to grant to the Company 
- the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa: His Majeſty 


ſigned the fiat, and gave them that revenue for ever. The 16th of Auguſt, 
the treaty between Shujah Dowla and che Company, was concluded, to 8 
the King alſo ſet his ſeal... asd 18 26d 64-51 

Tus igth, an inſtrument Was executed. to the, King, in the name of = 

'Nabob Najim-ul-Dowla, for a yearly tribute c of twenty-ſix lacks of rupees 
to be paid, into the royal treaſury, for his bolging, Mm, Subahſhip | of 
Bengal. 

Taz Company became guarantees for their Nabob, a agreed with +4 
for an annual ſum for the expences of his houſehold, that he might have no 
occaſion to interfere in collecting the revenues of the aner to be governed 
in his name. ' | 

Tus King then ſigned a firmaun, 550 the payment of Lord Clive $ jagheer 
Poe: ten years, with 1 reverſion to the Company. General Carhac having de- 

clined accepting any preſent from the King, his Majeſty wrote a letter to the 
Committee, deſiring the General might be permirred to receive t two lacks 
as a reſtimony of bs favour. - | 
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civil and military expences, in time 'of Pease © can never exceed 80 lacks; o 
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that there will be remaining a clear ain t to the . 122 lacks, or one 


million ſix hundred and fifty thouſand nine hundred poun 


„ Waarl have given you is a real, not an imaginary ſtate of Jour re- 
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venues, and you may be. ſure they ill not fall ſhort of my computation, 4 | 
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is done in the moſt effectual manner you can d deſire. 
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een. will be poſſeſſed by ourſelyes. | | = 00 
1-5, Taz power of fuperyiling, the provinces, chough lodged 3 in, us, thoutd 
not, however, in my opinion, be exerted. I. we leaye the! management t 
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I propoſe, | .. 
2 Iſt; Tar, all ſalt provided by W e of trade ſhall be fold ; at Cal. 
cutta, and at other places where it is made, and nd where elfe. 

2d. Thar, the price of ſalt ſhall n not exceed two ruPecs. per 'mannd, 15 
200 rupees per fo0 maunds. 

3d. Tnar the ſalt ſhall be ſold to The natives 4 only, who are Wind 1 
to every part of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriſſa, and to have the whole profits 
ariſing from the fale thereof; and that no Company” s ſefvant, free mefchant, 
or European, ſhall be concerned in that article, directiy or indirectly, after 
the ſale of it at the above places. ES ee 20 2959-30 + 
5 4th. THar the. Calcutta black merchants wall be limited to a beben pes. 
Portion of purchaſe; but that no Banyans, or ſervant whatever, belonging to 
any European, ſhall be included, or have any concern therein. 


sth. Trar every endeavour de made uſe of to encourage the ſubſtantial 


merchants of the country, either to come ,down in perſon to the place where 


Nn 2 the 


2 
1 © 


. —— mie ane 


"HY i the ſalt 1 or to ſend their agents in order to purchaſe and erxſprt 
te falt to the different places of fal. 
V 6th. Tar a certain price be fined dor t ſale;of exery maund of Alt, a 
ES P n e IeRTR 00 thu CEE NY 
f former cuſtom. _ te 55 

. 7th. Tar if falr be fold, FR 5 . 
above the ſtipulated price, the'vender/ſhall-nor-anly forkng all the ſalt there | 

7 7 found · in his poſſeſſion; bus he liable 40 2 forfeit of 3000 fupees for every 

hundred maunds of ſalt WE mee 

half to the government. H 24P 

eth. Tua che minder at Moxidabid and Patiabenceapics ne them of 
17-260 theſe new regulations; and that they be deſired to. apply to the Nabobs to 
make the ſame known throughout the three provincess and that every 

5 Phouzdar, &c. fee they be put in execution, upon pain of being diſinifſed 

5 from his employment. Fes 
ER 9th. Turs buſineſs being entirely commercial, I propoſe, that in ihe i in- 
: ſittument of agreement for the next year it ſhall be provided, That the ſo- 
WA TLl.eiety of trade he anſwerable to the. board for yheir conduct; that, th 
UM | may either make new regulations, or amend. thoſe made by the ſociety of 
trade, as they ſee fit; and that, in caſe of neceſſity, the ſe] X Committee ſhalt 
have power to controul the conduct of the whole. © : 

' 10th. Tur a duty of 50 per cent. be paid to the Company, vpon in the 
galt provided;in their owa lands and Fenn 2 ee Aa 
all the ſalt provided. vpon. the Jang, of the. government; and 15, per cent. x7 
upon beetle: which duties will, in fact, be. brought on Company s ere 
dit; which, acer to the preſent ſtate of the ſat tr tra 5 will r * 
Bree $0.13 lacks of rupees.per anqum, 

Tux prohibition of 3 freq inlapd trade, however difagr able to. 0 indi ividuals, . 
hd ws ese and be confined v0 imports and 21 Ats, an Ling to "Geir 5 
impediste returns, which returns hall be made anly_to.the Federer or to 
bi one or other of the eſtabliſhed factories. The Company. Po ſovereigns in 
India4.and they: have;deglared, that the trade carried on fs. theſe four 1 
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Ny ee SEN VOUS CONDO IL. „ 
the natives, and repugnant to the expreſs and repeated orders of the Court i | 
of Directors. The indulgence .ho@cverid the trade of ſalt, upon the foot- 


ing I hope it will now be oftabliſhed, ſhould, gn my apigiev, vit al m- 
Plainrs,/fings i ſeqwp. to: boghe wolf gquirable, modus bea cen the. Company 


le of the country, Conſidering Shat the.laje rab, aa vancages of 
TE 3 are cut off, I cannot imagine that the Court of Directors will 


deny their ſervants this ſhare of benefit, da αõ,,ꝝũ pence for their attention 


and aſſiſtance in the management of tit᷑ important concerns of theſe provinces. 


On the other hand, I would have A -ſeryants look upon theſe emoluments as 
a gift from the hands of their e emp lo 21 ped to them an ugly Fe 
of iheit” "deli, 26d "which" þ 115 00 1 fre fe 9 97 ; 


Wii thotiry Bout bi falke, and 54 take" place 
gratitade "AR ee : eh hy . Tr 


= aut 75 15g 14.0 $*/ * 2 
HIS Lordfhip's minute having been read, and 8 conſidered, che 


regulations therein ſpecified, are unanimouſly appraxed........ lang R 
AGREED, therefore, That the Prefident's regulations for the inland trade be 


| laid before the Council with all convenient ſpeed, for their approbation, in 


order that the neceſſary inſtructions for proſecuting t the) joint concern, for the 25 


enfuing ſeaſon, may be immediately iſſued to the Committee o trade. gh 1 


Rxsol vo, That the above concern ſhall eonliſt of Hxty Haares and that the 
proprietors ſhall ſtana inrolled, wich 'the' ſeveral proportions affixed tö their 


names, in the manner aſcertained i in the gra” ſtatement, 


Statement of the Joint Salt concern, for the year 1 1966. 


W. B. Summer, 3. John Carnac, 3. Charles Stafford Playdell, 2. i 


verelſt, 2. John Cartier, 2. Francis Sykes, 2. Randolph Marriott, 2. Hugh 
Watts, 2. Samuel Middleton, 2. Claud Ruſſel, 2. William Alderſey, 2. 
Thomas Kelſall, 2. Charles F loyer, 2. Colonel Richard Smith, 2. Sir Robert 
. 2. 5 | 


hy — 


1 In all 32. 
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Hare, Jekyll, 2. Wood, Rogers, Shewin, 2,” WInamfon, N oy 24 
Barwell, Woodward, Harris, 2. Skinner, Lavrel, Goodwin, 2. Cam 

Sir Robert Fleicher, Pea h, 2. Cha pman r. nen 3811 10 51050 9 


Ace . 0 Tul. © 2 or. 1117 eee an 1 dos oben Lamine 
ene 30 1651 OY: gee In all r 20 t erty 2 1 2 1 4319713 ou 
FORE CES DONG £4 | 281100 5 73 | 40 fr: 5 a2 tri 228 Tis 5 28 


- . 
| 3 { 2 : 
* f -” 4 3 * 4 4 1 - 4 +4 = 6 -< 


5 FCE 
: # * - . 
«+ #3 wa "my * 5 9 * - 

14. 44 1 $347 14 4112 & 


&, Wilkins, Forbes, Graham, Fung 1 e 2. Caſe, Grue- 


ber, Plaiſted, "Taylor, Ellis, Hunter, 2.. Davidſon,, « Stibhert, Champion, 
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2 gubſtance of the evidence appears to | be 8 provinces sf ; 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, were in "the year 1767 in A ſtate. of as ? eat 
Fertility "and plenty * any countiy i in Europe 3 40 "inhab bited Abr. about 
fifteen millions of people, Under the "goverment of a prince called Serajah ; 


Dowla, WO had lately ſucceeded his grandfather, Ally Verdi, Cawn, from 
whom, it appekts, he received this advice. The power of the Engliſh is 


© great; ſuffer them hoy. my ſon, to have factories or ſoldiers 3 if you do, the | 


445-0 * 


* countty is not yours.“ nin 265 


EN. Jan Dow A wird: the dae 8 rb et — to proceed in ſome 


works of ſtrength, at their factory at Calcutta; and, not being ſatisfied with 

the anſwers he received, he led an army againſt the place, took it, and the 

night he entered the fort, many of the Engliſh ,were driven into a place 

which bore no proportion to their numbers, for gut of 146, twenty three 

only remained alive the next morning, 

rredied with conſiderable. ſeyerity. 35 7 
oO the arrival of a Tufficient — war. was | begun 5 Serniah 


10 . 1977 I. 
This 


* 4 „ 
ff 


Dowlaz but before they took the field, a treaty. was made with Meer Jaffier, 


one'of the firſt ſubjects of this Prince, od a general in bis army: the ſub⸗ 
ſtance of the treaty was, that affier ſhould betray | his maſter : he. did ſo, and 


immediately after the defeat 0 Serajah Dowla on the plains of Plaſſey, the 
23d of” June, 1957, Meer Jaffier was placed | in the government, by the 
Commander of the Engliſh army, and the ſum of 1,2 38,575 pounds appears 


to have been paid by Jaffier out. of his Maſter's treaſury, to the ſervants of 


the-Company, for themſelves, the army and navy with which. Ss, 


fitted; and the ſum of [ 1,800,000 Pound 45 reſticution to the gas 8 
ſervants, and other Europeans, for loſſes ; during the war. 


In the year 1760, Meer Jaffier was depoſed in favour A Coflim Ally 3 
Cawn, a general i in Jaffier's army; from whom the Company's, ſervants. tes 


ceived 200, 269 pounds, and 62 500 a as reſtitution,”  Collim appear, 
ng to have deſigns of ride himle 


Fires; in I 17 


e 758 was, begun, 


againſt 
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and tome of. theſe were Ker wars 
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pry him, at the breoking out of which, he put to death near three "Tp 5 
dred perſons, chiefly Engliſh. He was ſoon obliged. to retire, with # 
army; ito the Yothinrons Cr bean Boe, 4 neighbouring prince, an d. on 
of the greateſt powers in that part of India. 0 ob 

Mx JarFieR was reſtored to the an a in 1763 and on \ this oc· 
caſion divided amongſt the Company's ſervants the ſum of 437,499 Pounds: 
and 2 85 pounds was received of him as reſtitution money. 2 
livery of Com was, demanded of Shujah Dowla;,and, that prince 
et ne plying with the demand 9 wat, Was. carried. Into his country; dur» 

ing | its eie (in Fanvary x I 765) Meer Jaffier died, and his ſecond ſong 
the eldeſt living, was advanced to the government, before an infant ſon of 
his elder brother, The Company's s ſervants had the fum . of 1394357 
Pounds divided amongſt them. And about this time, * Commander in 
Chief received, for , himſelf, his —_ and, 0 army, the ſym of e 
FF 

Sub An Dow, artet being more than once defeated, his country made 
the ſeat of war, and himſelf cloſely preſſed, and unable to | hold out againſt 
the Engliſh army, caſt himſelf 1 upon the compaſſion of the Commander; 
And with this prince, the N 4 of the Compare, alſo. got i into foe pope. 
the Keit or Claimant of the M gul empire; and from. this. perſonage were 
taken grants for as much as it was chought adviſeable for them to have; 
Which was, the whole revenues of Bengal, Bahar, : and Oriſla, i in the name of 
the India Company, continuing the gbvernment ; in the name of the Nabob, 
Meer Jaffler's fon, to whom the 1 5 y's ee, gave 2 yearly allowance 


for the upporr af lt dignity; a ey appointed a further ſum. to be paid 


annually to che Lakes. from whom they took the title to the revenues of 


1933 


the county.” A treaty of peace vs mh with Sh Shujah Dowla, who = 


(23 pop unds was paid 
ſum of $0,999 
Mat wt homers about 1 th is time, 5 85 two of 1 35 i Fee 8 principal 
e preſets from the Ein 2 2 00 the Begbm or Ween of a and 


Pee 


wis- E the Comp pany, amount ers ey pounds; 1221 the 
whole ſum teerived for the uſe of el Company, , from the beginning of the 


e 1755 to is 92, 71; pounds; . 29,482,913 pounds. | 
15 Tux 
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Is September, 1965, when the Company s n had concluded 1a 5 3 og rs AER 
with the country powers, they formed themſelves into a ſociety of trade, 1 
wie capital ſtock of which was divided into ſixty ſhares; the civil and military 
ſervants of the Company were the ſole proprietors. The ſame perſons 
were now maſters of the country by military force; they appointed the Mi- 
niſters of State, and collected the revenues in the name of the Eaſt India 
Company; and they were merchants, poſſeſſed of an excluſive trade, on their 
own account, in articles of common uſe among the natives of the 
country. . 

Tux does not appear to be any evidence, among the papers Been which 
theſe are taken *, of the ſums made by this trade; the duties payable to the 
India Company, on two of the A were * to produce from 1 50 

to 160,000], a year. 275 

Tus ſum of the evidence which theſe papers contain appear to 
be That we have poſſeſſed ourſelves by force of a country in India, 5 
yielding a clear revenue of more than a million and an half of pounds 
ſterling a year That from the beginning of our firſt war in 1737, to the 
year 1771, it is acknowledged or proved, that the Company and its ſervants 
received between twenty-nine- and thirty millions of pounds ſterling from the 
princes of India and their ſubjects, beſides a ſum not known, ariſing from the 
excluſive trade. which the Company's civil and military ſervants took to 
themſelves, after they had obtained all the power of abſolute governors over 
the people of the * called the Territoral Acquiſitions of the Eaſt 

India Company. | | 
Tux events that took place amongſt the people of theſe provinces, after we 
had poſſeſſed ourſelves of. the power of governing them, have been related on 
very good authority, but not having copies of thoſe accounts ſent home from 
India, the ſubſtance only of what 1s believed to bave taken place after the 
conqueſt, is mentioned, in an enquiry into the general conduct of this country 


— 


to other countries, Publiſhed herewith „ 
Reports of the Committee of the Houſe 5 in 1772 and 1773. 
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I E events that have taken bus in the Britim empire, ike the 
peace in 1 763, include i in them a great and general calamity to the 
people of this country, its colonies and dependencies. At the end 
of the late war, we were placed, as a nation, in a ſtate of the greateſt appa- 
rent ſafety from all foreign danger, by the ſuperiority that had been given to 


our national arms; and by the moderation that was obſerved on the part of 
this country, in reſtoring to France and Spain ſome of their valuable diſtant 


dominions, that had been taken by our forces during the war; which left 
both nations without any reafonable cauſe for i interrupting the peace at _ 
furure period, on account of any thing that was already paſt. 

Wirn this proſpect of a laſting peace, and of ſecurity from all danger from 
without; we ſeemed to poſſeſs within ourſelves, : as a nation, as many, if not 
greater advantages than perhaps the people of any other country are favoured 
with. The ſituation and produce of the different parts of the dominions, 


afforded all the advantages ariſing from uſeful employment, and extenſive 


commerce, that could well be deſired. And with theſe advantages and ap- 
parent ſafety, we then had, what by the Divine bleſſing we. are ſtill favoured 


with. — The unequalled rights and privileges which every rank of the ſub- 


jects poſſeſs in common with the very members of the legiſlature itſelf; and 
as an additional ſecurity, within the preſeñt reign, a law took place, to ren- 
der the wagiſtrates, charged with the adminiſtration of juſtice, more inde« 
pendent than ever they had been before, of the authority by which they are 
appointed. And as our laſt and greateſt advantage; thoſe reſtraints, which. 


ſo great a part of mankind are unhappily under, in their juſt and neceſſary 


religious liberties, are not ſo much as known among us; every one in this 
country, poſſeſſing the revealed will of his Ca EA rox in his native language, 
as his legal inheritance, together with the liberty to uſe 1 # means of i in 
formation as to his intereſt and concern in it. | 

Tux events that have taken place, and the dangers to al, at preſent, 
we apparently 1 57 TRAITS * | juſtly ve conlicered as a great and ge- 
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evils we have ſuffered Looking down upon the ſeas, the fields, the woods, 


neral 3 A civil war has now, for ſome years, been carried on, with 
a numerous diviſion of our fellow ſubjęcts in America: many thouſands have 
fallen by each others hands; many more have ſurvived their unhappy con- 


fficts miſerably wounded, to be maintained with the numerous dependents 


of the lain, by the labours bf the induſtrious z who have had to raiſe many 


millions, already ſpent in the war, and to provide for the yearly payment of 


an heavy load of debt contracted on the public faith for the ſame purpoſy. 
To run our minds over the ſeveral articles which make the ſum of the 


the towns, the houſes: where we have fought and deſtroyed one another, and 
then taking a view of the pangs, the ſufferings, the ſorrows, the horrid, fears 
of the helpleſs thouſands about the ſeat of the war; the mourning of thouſands 
among ourſelves, and the daily toil.of millions to provide for the expence of 
all this miſery and devaſtation; a man muſt be ready to conſider himſelf as par- 
taking of a nature equally unfeeling and inſenſible of all the concerns of hu- 
manity and of futurity if he finde nothing within him cry out, What have 
we done to call down ſuch a judgment as this upon ourſelves! | 

Bur the paſt i is not all; the preſent difficulties, and probable dangers, to 
the people of this country and its colonies, and all that belong to both, are 
what every thinking perſon, muſt add in ſome degree or other, to what we 
have already ſuffered. Were the people of this kingdom and America to 
throw an everlaſting veil over all that is paſt, and to a man, from this day, 
conſider themſelves as one people, heirs of the ſame privileges by which they 


haue ſo long been diſtinguiſhed from all mankind, and unite as firmly, as ever 


nited, to make the whole dominions one great aſylum for the 
d perſecuted to fly to, from under tyranny and ſuperſtition in 


they were 


other cKntries, yet what is the taſk which the whole empire has got to go 
through, to recover the ſituation in which we were before our unhappy 
conteſt began? | | pan” 


Tun ſuperiority which was given toc our national faires i in the laſt war, has 
not been given jn the war in which we are now engaged, with the three 
maritime ſtates next. in power to our own of any in the world. United, they 
are evidently ſuperior to us in numbers, and with all the experience * our 
officers, and all the courage of the men they command, with their utmoſt 
efforts on repeated trials, they have not been able, to make the ſhips : and fleets 
of our enemies fly, or ſubmit, as they were ſeen ro do, in che late war, With 


the proofs our enemies have had of their equality, i in the molt furious conflicts, 
55 oa 


N a bon ners den erlöst Canvoer, Re 5 * bes 8 
Ai bare taken pibes and wih übel knowledge bf ther peliee derber, 8 


What is not to be expected from the deſires of pride to leave off conquerors, 


and of avarice, to open to themſelves a ſecure and laſting commerce betwixt 


their ſeveral countries and the growing continent of America? the naturat 


produce of many parts of which, is fo ſuitable to their wants, and its 
inhabitants calling for ſuch ſupplies, as muſt employ multitudes _ their fub- 


Fan. and ſwell the ſtreams of their ſeveral fevenues. 5 


A 


Ir in the future events of the war, a clear wperzorty is Gren to o rene 


This town, this houſe mall not burn before the flame of war which was kindled 
within ourſelves is finally put out? Or, who can inform us where the allies 
are, who will voluntarily throw themſelves in the way of all the fury of the war, 
to put an end to it, with a view to ſay to this nation, Take all the dominions 
and all the civil and religious rights you had, before the war began? ? Where, 
| beſides our own, is that government, which will do as much for the very peo- 
ple who ſupport it, and to whom n anc as near a e as e e care 
ra e 0 6 


- WiTHnovT therefore N the leaſt ech to our hopes' on one hand, or 
to the ſuggeſtion of fear on the other, but anly adding a reaſonable eſtimate of 


future loſſes and ſufferings, to thoſe that have been already infficted upon 
us; and comparing our ſituation in 1763 with our preſent cireumſtances, the 
change we have undergone, again calls upon us to aſk ourſelves, if as a na- 
tion, we have entitled ourſelves to all'this' from any conduct of our own, 

either within ourſelves, or to the people of other countries? VffAet 
Io make ſuch an enquiry is the reaſonable courſe which expericncs pelstp out 
to individuals, who have found themſelves undet any conſiderable change in 
their circumſtances from better to worſe ;: and the advantages which have 


ariſen from it, have been ſo frequent and ſo great, that perhaps es ares 
few who are unacquainted with ioſtanees of particular perſons and families who- 


have been brought back from the brink of ruin, by adopting in the ſpirit of 
their conduct, the very reverſe of that in which they had lived, and from 


which they ſaw all won difficulties had e as its natural and necellary 


z6lults ; N 
AGaAlngse 


and Spain ; or to theſe two nations affiſted by- Holland, What is the ſecurity | 
which the people of Great Britain, Ireland and. America have, for all the 
privileges they now poſſeſs above an equality with the people of France, Spain 
and Holland; and where live the people in the Britiſh dominions who ean ſay, 
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2 . Acainsr . e e o 1 his 3 the I 0 We, ie. i.” 
5 The. corruptions of a ſociety, recommended hy common utility, and juſtified 
. 3 | | «6 by univerſal practice, are viewed by i its members without ſhame or horror, 5 
_ n | 6 and reformation never proceeds from themſelves, but is always forced upon 

A 3:3 f 6 them by ſome foreign hand.“ If our hiſtorian ꝰ means that mankind in a ſtate 
| wg Ne, of civil ſociety, . will inevitably g0 on from one degree of corruption to another, 
_ | till the community is totally ruined, then it would follow, that as ſoon as it is 
5 - ſeen, on a view of the actual conduct of any community, that it had been ſuch, as 
| == dio entitle it to the ruin with which it was threatened ; the members of that eom- 
a munity, could then only act the part of men eſcaping from the ſhip, that muſt, 
3 againſt all that could be thought of or attempted, periſh in the ſtorm with which 
1 itt is overtaken. But agaiuſt this ſeeming general objection; to the hopes of 
| | A ſociety recovering itſelf, as individuals are ſeen to do from the effects of 
their improper, conduct; the reader may have authorities brought to his 
; mind, to which all' others muſt give place, and in which he will find, that. 
. inſtead of a nation's, being doomed to deſtruction, any more than a man, let 
Bu | : E: the one or the other do their utmoſt to reform their conduct; it is thus declared 
4 1 by the univerſal Lawgiver—< Ar what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, 
| 8 | e and concerning a kingdom to pluck up, and to pull down and to deſtroy it: 
46 If that nation againſt whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will. : 
8 | 40 repent of the evil I thought to do unto them.” The terms of this declara- 
® WE: 3 tion, leave us in no doubt as to the poſſibility of a nation having the evils turned 
5 — ay from it, which by the crimes it brought upon itſelf: and it is obſerv- 
* 8 able, that the princes and people of the Jeus, ſoon after this declaration was 
= | | delivered to them, called to mind and ſpoke of it in one of their public aſe) 
==; MEE ſemblies, that a few ages before, their nation was delivered from the moſt immi- 
| Rp nent danger, when their king and leading men, accompanied their ſincere ſup- 
Plications to the ALMIGHTY, With a reformation that penetrated the very heart 
of corruption in their country, and inſtead of ſinking under the impending 
ruin of that time, they were not only delivered from it, but the latter part 
of the ſame reign was among the moſt proſperous of that nation. It is however 
true, that neither the declaration, nor the example produced the effect they were 
intended to have, at the time the one was delivered and the other mentioned: 
the governing party 1 were engaged i in what FAO took to be of more. ogy 
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S. 7 than attending to the conditions which they knew were implied both both in We 1 
* : meſſage that had been delivered to them; and the proof they had in their own + © 
3 | _ _ hiſtory, of its truth: within ten years, they became an example of the cer⸗- 
a | | * tainty of another part of the meſſage that was delivered to them at the ſame 

* = time, which is given in theſe words. At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak con- 

3 N cerning a nation, and concerning 4 kingdom, to build, and to plant it: if 


„ | *© it do evil in my fight, that it obey not my voice, then 1 Will repent of 
x the good wherewith 1 ſaid I would benefit them.“ The former part of 
* the declaration met with neglect, the latter wih their contempt; and the 
* maeſſenger of it eſcaped with his life, at the expence of ſevere treatment 
; LD Neglecting the conditions of the offered good, the threatened evil took place; 
and it was neither their policy, nor the unequalled reputation that country 
had gotten by its ſucceſs in war, could ſave them: nearly the whole of the firſt 
People of the land, with their prince, were led away into ſla ver: 
Bur though it de n has been the caſe, that communities which have once 
become corrupt in the ſpirit of their conduct, have continued to be more and 
more ſo, till the general intereſts of the ſociety have been deſtroyed; yet it 
is by no means eſtabliſned 28 4 certain truth, that all ſocieties of men mult; - 
in their public meaſures, continue to deſcend: from leſs degrees of corruption 
to greater, till they 8 under a n um 5 "op as a yy e bo 
1 ruinec. ; 
Norumo can be more SR difcoveted-1 to us, Frets hae: nations are 
10 4 85 trial, as well as every free rational agent of which the whole 
are formed. Thoſe principles and rules for the government of the human con- 
duct, which are declared to be of univerſal force, equally extend to every 
action that can be done by all the people of a country as one ſociety, as to the 
action of every individual. That which is right or wrong in itſelf, is the ſame 
whether the one or the other is done by many or few; in the palace of. a 
prince, or in the cottage of the pooreſt ſubject; whether it is the . 
meaſure of a great- empire, or the act of the people of a finglertown.. 
To that which is in itſelf right, the Supreme Governor has promiſed his 
| favour, which includes all that belongs to the ſafety, the peace, and the real 
EE | happineſs of. thoſe to whom his promiſed favour belongs. To that Which in 
its nature is wrong, weakneſs, ſuffering,” miſery,, and finally: ruin is annexed, 
To theſe declarations are added a great variety of actual caſes, taken from the | 
hiſtory of mankind z and by theſe we are ſhewn, on the divine authority itſelf, 
| P p that 
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that thoſe ſocietias or nations who regarded the principles and rules by which 

- they were required to act, in theit conduct to other communities, and in their 

__ adminiſtrations within themſelves, no dangers not difficulties, ' nor all the bt, 
| efforts chat were made againſt them, by their enemies, could prevent the be | 

” 75 _ neficial effects taking place, which were included in the promiſed favour: | 
All that went on in a ſtedfaſt regard to this, were never, by any means left in a | 
lituatian in which they could with truth ſay, they had ftriftly, as a commu- 
| nity, adhered to the ſpirit, as well as the letter of the rule by which they were 

tequired to act, and yet were finally diſappoiated of the promiſed good con- | .- 
This is a thing which cannot any more-take place, than that Hz 


who is unchangeable in himſelf, ſhould ever be that at one time which he is 
not at another or that the nature of une hien flow from him ſhould ever 


5 bey any other power than his own. .. io 
Om the other hand, many examples are preſented to our view of the 
| events which have taken place in thoſe ſocieties, who would, in oppoſition to 
* Vo all they knew, and all that was told them, go on in a conduct which was net 
8 to be juſtified by the principles and rules laid down to them in common with 
5 all mankind: and in this part of the examples that are given us, we fee hu- 
man wiſdom.and ſtrengtir applied in a great variety of ways, to prevent the 
-dangers coming upon them with-which they were: threatened; and finally, 
they are found to be attended with as little real effect, as a man's voice or 
arm has upon the fury of a ſtorm, to make it ceaſe or change its courſe : the 
conſequences which were declared to be connected with the continuance in 
that which was enen not to ene reſiſted n, human 
| ee hr eee ii eee ee eee e, h. 
Uns fiſt Wa of theſe diſcoveries repreſent” the Divine Being acting | 
ateacriacia forareian and parent, with a benignity that included in it every 
£ ſubſtamialgoed, refuſing nothing which would not injure by being beſtowed: 
| che (econd branch ſhews the Governor of the earth, executing his own laws; 
And infliting'en the nations that would continue in the violation of them, 
the penalties annexed: to offences qgainft natural juſtice war, famine, peſti- 3 
lence, and all che variety. of public calamities: among the ſevereſt of which — 3 
ſieems to have been that of giving up thoſe that had made themſelves 
thos gullty, te 'their'-Own hearts deſirea 3 and where this has been the Eaſe; 
of the human mind, ſet on work by its natural ſelfiſhneſs, hive 


| | broken through all reſtraints, and trampled on all the relative obligations of | 
TH $4.) | duty; 
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duty; interrupted. domeſtic, peace, diſturbed: the ſettled orden of faciety, and 
as far as human power would go, aſſiſted: by thoſe that were digbulical, base 
* © _ plundered, d, enſlaved, and would have thrown the whole. world into 
. confuſion and miſery, had not their wrongs to other nations, and their wicked 
| neſs among themſelves, bren. followed by an increaſe. of their tartan 
| and miſery, till they are loſt ſight of in total ruin. 5 
Bur in this hiſtory of univerſal government, that of recovering piſs and | 
ſacieties of men from the effects of their on ill conduct, makes a diſtin- . 
- | guiſhed branch. And here, inſtead; of ſeeing them doomed to ruin as their 
inevitable fate, and irrecoverable when onee corrupt; thoſe that have been as 
. much ſo as a people could almoſt poſſibly be, when there has been but one to ; 
aſk remiſſion, of the threatened ruin, infinite compaſſion has 3 
ſpare thouſands of the guilty for the ſake of a few that were not ſo. It ſeems. WY os 
only ta have been when there were none left- that would or durſt oppoſe the 7, 
5 general corruption, among thoſe that authoriaed the meaſures of the commum—u 980 
nity, that its ruin took place, And even then nothing is more evident, than- 
h the gracious reluctance with which.the; penalties of his juſtice approathed the 7 
ſociety. on which they were to be inflicted ; and ſoon were they withdrawn 
when the people that formed the community, or a few af thoſe: that directed 
its meaſures, have relented, and adopted a conduct the contrary of chat which 
had called for the calamities with which they were viſited. u i for 
: Wazn, indeed, this has not been the caſe, but chasing members af the | 
ſociety have gone on in a courſe of injuſtice; againſt the people of other coun»: 
tries, and continued their corruptions among themſelves,. notwithſtanding the 
ſufferings. that had come upon them, then the ſeverity of them has been in- 
oreaſed; war has been exchanged for famine, and famine: has boen followed 
peſtilence; and at other times, thoſe that have been chatgod with the pub · 
lic intereſts; haue been fo: divided into parties, and led away by ſelfiſh vie W, : 
and: a ſpirit of avarice, to ſecute all they could for thomſe lues, their families, 
and dependenta, that the people of the nation have been: ſo; reduced, and all. 
| union for the common; good ſo. loſt and doſtroyed, that, as a nation, they 
- have fioally ſunk under the ſentence: of univerſal juſtice, for the offences of the 


| community. againſt thoſe principles and rules of conduct, but far which the . 


* 


>Gs 


. people of every country, and of all the world, would be in a ſtata of conſtant 
rapine and vialence, from thaſa whoſe, canſcic nan was: no Jaw to demſ ]. 
OY „ n Bor 
5 . ; | 
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Zur even in thoſe caſes, when a Pen have been dopiinbs of their power 
and proſperity as a nation; for the abuſe they made of both, the ſeaſons of 
public diſtreſs and danger, have been the ſeaſons when individuals have been 
brought into the poſſeſſion of higher and far more laſting advantages, than 
the happieſt ſtate of human ſociety can afford. When they have ſeen them- 
ſelves ſurrounded with dangers, that could neither be reſiſted nor evaded, they 
have found time to reflect on the part they themſelves had ated, in the ſociety 
which had thus brought upon itſclf the diſpleaſure of the Supreme Being,— 
They have ſeen themſelves chargeable with a load of complicated guilt as in- 
dividuals; and have found the Judge, of all had puniſhments to infli which 
could "penetrate the very centre of the ſoul, and render them completely 
miſerable ; and ſeeing their crimes written in their © perſonal diſtreſs, 
the moſt careleſs and daring minds have been filled with dread of a Judge- 
ment to come, and of the penalties which will follow that judgement :. 
they have abhorred themſelves for their forgetfulneſs of Him that made them, 
and for their want of veneration and gratitude to that infinite goodneſs, which 
continually beſtowed upon them all they poſſeſſed : they have ſeen themſelves. 
criminal againſt every attribute of the Divine nature, and that the very lan- 

ge of their lives has been little leſs than one conſtant declaration of con- 
tempt of the Almighty's will: they have ſhrunk at the proſpect of appearing 
before Him whoſe preſence they found they muſt ſoon approach, by decaying. 
nature; or the dangers that were deſtroy ing thouſands about them: and after 


trying again and again to caſt off their horror and their miſery, among thoſe: 
who had lived as little for the real end of living as themſelves, and finding 


that they could no more fly from the conſequences of their own conduct, 
than they could from themſelves; tired, aſhamed of the life they had 


lived, their hearts have felt a ſincere regret, aud when they were ready to 


ſink into final deſpair, they have found themſelves ſurpriſed with that happi- 
"neſs which is alone worthy of an immortal nature; Ad Gop, the Aurnon 
and the Exp of our being, has, by his Spirit, manifeſted Himſelf to minds 
conſcious of their guilt and miſery, as at once willing to forgive the guilt, and 
able to take away the miſery : they have found: themſelves reconciled to infi-. 
nite juſtice and goodneſs, by that Mediator who came from heaven in com- 

n to mankind, to ſeek their regard, and to ſave them that would be ſaved, 
from that very loſt and ruined ſtate into which, by their ſecret and open 


— olfences againſt TEM purity, and e they had plunged themſelves, 
Thus 


2 
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Thus acquainted, thus mncoontied and reſtored to the favour oſx whe ens 


Governor of both worlds, inſtead of ſeeing themſelves any longer as the f 


wretched ſubjects of an equally wretched ſtate; they have felt themſelves to be 
| heirs of a better kingdom; for their diſtreſſing fears, they have poſſeſſed 
immortal hopes; the intereſt of a few uncertain years they have exchanged 


for thoſe that are as great as they are endleſs; and for the friendſhip of che 


world, they have received the friendſhip of God. And if it was not true 
that nations, as well as individuals, might be ſaved out of the worſt ſituation 
which it is poſſible for either to be in, ſhort of their final ſentence from in- 
finite juſtice; all thoſe calls to mankind, in the revealed will of the Almighty; 
to conſider. their paſt conduct, could never * POP! "I pr ae 7 
would have been uſeleſs in themſel ves. 
_  ConcLvvinG then, that the Divine Being: dock: not any more 8 ade 
gruction of a nation, than he does the death the .endleſs ruin of 4 ſingle 
perſon, if either the one or the other will ceaſe to do that, which, if continued 
in, by neceſlary. and unalterable conſequence, muſt. procure their deſtruction 


and final: ruin ; it is, of courſe, of the laſt moment, both to indiyiduals, and 


to men acting together in a ſtate of civil ſociety, to enquire how far the incon- 
veniences, the difficulties, and the diſtreſs. they find themſelves under, are the 
effects of what they themſelves have done, and how far they are continuing 


in the very ſpirit of the ſame conduct. And concluding, that all that has be- 


fallen this country and its colonies, does amount to, a ſufficient, diſcovery 
of the Divine diſpleaſure; there ſeems to be every reaſon to turn our 
attention to examine what our conduct has, in fact, been; and when we have 
taken a view of it, within the period of our enquiry, then to enquire what 
conſequences are renſonabiy to be expected from a continuation in the ſpirit 
of that conduct, was the whole empire placed, to day, in r re ſame ficus- 
tion in which it was immediately after the peace in 1763. | 
| LooxinG upon the whole nation as one great public Sende wound nk 
3 moments in collecting its general temper at the end of che laſt 
The ſucceſs that had attended out arms in every part of the world to 
which they were ſent, being ſo often publiſhed by the authority of the ſtate, 
in the courſe of the war; the ſubjects, in general, were led to look upon them- 
ſelves as poſſeſſed of a power, far ſuperior to that of any other people. The 
nation looked upon itſelf as à great conquerot; and both in this country, and 
in che e the vaſt fortunes that had been made by the ſpoil of our ene- 

mies, 
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ans by; the immenſe forms that were ſpent by our ewagovernment; made 
thouſands aſſume the carriage and appearence of men, who thought themſelves 
independent; of all the workd 3 ſo that aur victoria, our riches; and the addi- 
tion that had been made to the dominions in America, were the means oß 
the minds ef | multitudes with. thoſe. ſenti ments, which, wherever they: 
exit and bear rule, are, in theit nature, produdtive.of miſery to their poſs: 
ſeſſors, and of evil. to/all others, white: the eſſechs of them ſpread. The 
ſucceſs which ſa many had met wih, and the ſacurity with which they 
thought they poſſeſſed their riches, . became the means of ſetting the 
minds of thouſands on fire to. obtain wealth by any means, that they 
might be able to appear with ſome degree of equality to thoſe. whom 
they remembered once to have been as low as: themſelves dus who were now, 
the mere influence of their property, mixing and connefting themſalves with. 
eu nobility and gemry. Fhouſands, without either wealth, or means to 
obtain it, to any conſiderable degree, could not endure to fee themſelves 
d much below their equals. They aſſumed that appearance on credit; 
„which others had done by the real acquiſion of property; and from 
the head of the empire to · ita remotoſt borders, taking in the whole circle, new 
modes of exponce ſpread, like the waves of 2 riſing: flood, and luxury and ſen - 
fyality kept pace with. ſhew and: appearance. The enample of one vain op 
unworthy paſlion ii anothen, andi new ways. of ex pence creating new 
neceſſities thouſands, that had inſenſibl, at rf; beon carried away 
by the torrent, ſoon found themſelves: fo far gone from moderate ways of liv 
ing, that they were out of, thein depth ; and inſtaad oi to return, 
they entefed upon ſuch. haaadous and deſperate! endeavours to acquire for- 
tunes, as have yearly ruined» numbers in all ranks of life; whiiſt as many 
more, by means little more to h. o angle, have been. labouring to ſa ue 
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nation ware thus, 
ar mr of their expenses, laying themſelvas under à neceſſity to 
bave: money by any means, it became: generally underſtaad among us, chat 
ſeveral uf our fellow ſubjecis had themſelves ob: great fortunea, in a 
eauntry iq Aſia, abounding with. riahes. Ehe trot oft the: rapurt n ſoon 
conkrmed by the arriuabof many wirheſſos: 2 ad when-ſavara}: were ſoen, fur» 
vounded with all tho proofs of real aflluenee,. the: 
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: | became parties: in the plans that mere-ſuggeſted to them for acqui Wealth 
Ts and dominion iu that country. And when the fanction of their concurtente . 
appeared, the miariagers of the com)! trading to Ladis werk profiled upon, 2 | 
| ; miniſters of, ſtate, to ſend out new adventurers into this rich country aud 
| though there are tens of thouſands hs abt Rl er no WT Ae} x7 
* is to them, yet there does not ſeem to be any rank or profeſmon | 


W þ which, in om degree or other, did not take part in the deſignt that were going _— 
| forward in India, What thoſe deſigns were, will appeur by! therannexed? . 


© fo. Evidence of our tranſactions in the Eaſt- Indies. They wette, in ſhort, tu en- 5 . 


o 


2 "of 


rich -ourſelves,-at the enpence of the N of chat on; and this, got by”. _ 
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Tur people of: this county were Pry admitted into India by the favour Ü 9 

af their priaces, as foreigners might be allowed to have factories n anf be =_ 

| ſta· ports of this kingdom. And after carrying on à beneficial commeroe with _=_ 


Sy them for many. years, a war commeaced between the reigning prinee of Ben =_ 
gal and ſome of our forces. Before they met in the feld, u trenty was made 1 4 

with one of the fieſt generals in the prinec᷑s army, to berray his maſter iu thb 5 _— 

| day of battle; on the condition, that if we were ſucceſsful in conſequence of © | = 


| | 1 E. ING ſo, he was to be rewarded with the dominions of his maſter. - | 72 5 I 
pPerſon of rank in the country, co whom the deſign became known, threatened: _— 
= | to diſcover i it to the prince; but before he did fo, an agreement Was ſtruck to 4 


| give him a large ſum out of his-maſter's' treaſury, if the event of the war was in - _ 

| our favour. The prince, ſeeing himſelf betrayed, fled from the field of battley s = 
and that night from his palace. Notwithſtan the diſguiſe. in which be 2 

went to the houſe of one of his ſubjects, he was knoun to him, It was 8 _ 

perſon that had received an act of injuſtice from kim. | He was ſecured, and - 

| ſent back to his palace; be did n the night of his arrival. His, © _ n= 
| treaſures, were diyided. We. took a large ſum. But no regard was paid to 1 
- the agreement ſolemoly. made to. done the Slew se of EE q 


= who 11 diſcover our de f NM er el ws La _ 


i417 


Tusosx of the ſubjects of this country that 4! has this; fiſt revolu- = 
X tion, retired, and left the management of our affairs in the hands of others; : 7 
and notwithſtanding. the. treaty. with the firſt. perſon we advanced, was 1 


cConbrmed by ſolemn oaths, that we ſhould ſupport him in ehe government, DE — 


a large ſum was taken of his ſucceſſor; 2 22M 
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1mſc if was od Aren Froavhe: government, ard his n 
- Ted; from whom we again received another large ſum. He died; and his'ſon- 
=: - was appointed in his ſtead; Anotber largef ſum wis extorted from him. At 
1 5 this time we were at war with the prince of ea country bordering on the pro- 
fe: vinces we had already under our power. With this prince was the emperor 
of India. They were reduced by our forces to the neceſſity of ſubmirting to 
our terms; which: were, the giving us 4 formal grant of the ee before 
taken, and a farther large ſum of mone pt h 
5 Wx we had thus gotten the country entirely im our power, the Wee 
vhich were there among the neceſſaries of life, were taken under our manage- 
1 ment. The people who raiſed or made thoſe articles, were only allowed to- 
i | ſell them to us: the inhabitants could buy only of thoſe v appointed to ſell : 
1 they had no choice, but to do without them; or comply with our terms; and 
we gave them examples of public ſeverity to ſuch as did not, that terror might 
produce the effect that was deſired. As ſome of our people entiched them- 
ſelves, and came away, others went among them from us. The people of the 
country were diſpirited, and all induſtry appeared to be hopeleſs labour. Our 
3 wars and oppreſſions were then followed by ſcareity: this brought the natural 
plenty of the country within the reach of other monopolies.” A famine en- ä 
| | ſued :—fſcores of men, women and children, that came about our houſes in 
= dee evenings, to ery for food to us, who had them and all things in our power, . 
W-: were found dead in the mornings.” The living would not, or cared not to 
bury the dead. The total number faid to have been deſtroyed by our wars, 
driven away from their” country by' their dread of us, and ſtarved to death 
a 5 under our management, is three millions; the une number of all the 
; 1 of North America before the war begen. 
Wunsr all this buſineſs was going forward in Indi choſe of our fellow: ; 
ſubjects that had enriched themſelves with the property of this unhappy 
people, were, one after another, coming home among us; many of them pur- 
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= chaſed great eſtates, and appeared on the ſeats of the legiſlatüre. The mana- 
3 Fr: gers of the company in England, made many complaints of the conduct of 

= | | their ſervants in India; but at the time they did this, they gave preſſing orders 

=__ — 5 for the collection of the revenues of the country acquired in their name. Many 


5 public complaints were made againſt the general proceedings but at the time 
3 they were made, we were receiving, as a nation, the payment of a large ſum 
"8 1 out of the common ſpoil, At length a — * Was made, by examining 
1 ._ the 
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- the.principal, perſons. The papers publiſhed/on this occaſion;contaim-a:cot- | 
nected ſtate of & part of the evidence. A à nation, we acquitted them-all; 
no penalty was laid, no reparation was ordered to be made to the durvivors of 


the people who had ſuffeted under our oppteſſions: not a ſingle puniſhment 
Vas inflicted on one of their oppreſſors. 'Fbe whole proceedings were publiſhed 


- among, us, and after they were ſo, many of the names that appeared among 


the firſt authors of all that was done in Iadia, were ſeated among the repre- 


ſentatives of the people of this couery. Their conduct bas received all the 
| 2 people can give them. The country they thus obtained, this country holds 
| or endeavours to hold to this day. The dominions that have been taken hem 


tha princes of the country; all the means that have been-uſed in- ohtaiilintg che 

many millions of property that have been brought away from the people of that 
country, by the people of, this, ſtands without a ſingle lcenſure from an ama 
nation. On the contrary, the whole appears, to this day, with all the appro- 
val which the ſociety of a, nation, can give, to make that which-has been: 
by a few, the act of the Nfl.. 


——_ en novice art oy Ting? [ith DIESTIONS Husige. i VL 7X1 $531 730 
| Taz condud of this country to che people of AFRICA, has cbnti- 
nued the ſame for ſo many years, that the moſt publie endeavohrs of ſeveral 
. individuals, to make us look uppn that conduct as criminal in itſelf, have not 


Produced any reformation, or remoyal of that ſanction which. is given by the 
ſtate to the trade which at once produces and tolerates all the ill treatment 


which the Africans receive at our hands. ah 

| SEVERAL. af the colonies and plagtations belonging to this country, in Ame- 
rica and the Weſt· Indies, haye been found, from their firſt / ſettle ment, fit for 
. Failing rice, tobacco, cotton, ſugar, and {pirits made from the ſogar- cane, und 


ſome other articles, at once agreeable and beneſicial to us: in order to cul - 


tivate the ground on which thele things are taiſed, we! baye long been nccuſ- 
. tomed to ſend our ſhips to the coaſts of Africa, toi procute the prople of tat 
- £QUnir y, tq perform the neceflary. labour: od of £921 note 
I people of Africa, it is evident, have the ſame'natutalireludtance'to 
leave their own country, and become our ſervants, as the people of. this country 
would have to leave our coaſts, and go to that country und. bocomo their ſer- 
vants. They ſhew their unwillingneſs, by hazarding their lives in the moſt 
deſpetate battles, to prevent their being forced away from their native abode 


Qq | into 


, « 8. 9 
; 9 5 0 * 4 % 
i 72 4 v4 4 
» : » - ow 4 — = - = - 4 4 4 * 
E x 

. „ | 

\ 7 * 4 
— * I ** 7 9 ” - EY 

"IE me) 1 "9 q 
0 _ 


An Budpiar ro Un NaTIonAt' Contbvet; 


into our hands g und during tie dufHeHey of vor tride, a8 it 16 cane, 4 much 
Pester number appear. ee e eee bels taken 
away; than all we obtain: le a WONDEWKES? Cf h 23 75 
Wi firſt diſcbvered whas don the things neh 
eduntry to theirs, that would produce the ſane effefty as gold and fil yer 
would, on the minds of men, 4 who are governed by nd better 
- Principle than that of their own Sminediare gain, er gratifying their own in- 
cliaatibn: We weft ts them vbilts, talking theſe ürticle wick us, aud offertd 
them ad inducemem to their chief men to ſell us thoſe" they had in their 
 pbwer; or could lay hold of among thoſs that were not under their immediate 
authority. After ſome time, we forced dur way into their country, and: 
| duilt forts to protect the trade we had begun; and for yeats paſt, we have 
been carrying away many thouſands of men, women und children annually 
to our colonies und prantstiong. With very few exceptions, if any; all that 
- we dene. taken uwuy, that Wert of an age to know Where they were going, 
were put into ohr power by force; and Whatever the cuftoms bf their own 
country may be, as much againſt their will as it could pofſibiy be agalnſt that 
of the people of England, Scotland, and Ireland, to be taken away by force, 
NW flaves for life to the people of any other country in the world, 
Tut people thus obtained and carried awiy in bur ſhips are fold by them 
_ cattle z and though there may have been many inftances of their me 
with humane maſters, and ſeveral'of them having their liberty given them,. 
yet if this has been the caſe with one in ten thouſand, it is probably as large a 
proportion as have met with this treatment; all the reſt were ſlaves for liſe; 
their offspring ſlaves, und all that deſeend again from them. And if the for- 
mal. reſolutions we have made for governing them, may be called laws, they 
are laws to place them in a condition much worſe than ate cattle uſed for any 
ſort of labour in this country; beſides beating and whipping them to make 
them do our work. How often has it been among the corrections of negroes, to 
throw knives and forks at their poor defenceleſs perſons 7 An unruly horſe is 
often ſeen to be corrected with ſeverity; but whoever heard of it as a puniſh- 
ment eftabliſhed among vs, that if ſuch an animal ſnould be unruly to a cer- 
tain degree, his maſter ſhould chop off half a foot? But this is among the pu- 
niſhmenta provided for the people of Africa in flavery to the people of this na- 
tion: and wherein we have diſtinguiſhed them from eattle, the diſtinction itſelf 
W which our opprefiot of chem hes proceeded. If 
a marker 
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in ſome of the plantations, that the maſter ſhall pay bet a Hine ef 


them in health, and to prolong their lives, is certainly true; but, in general, 


the care and kind treatment which the working cattle in England meet with, 


from thoſe they belong to, places them in a ſituation, as to all the comforts of 
mere animal life, much ſuperior to.the circumſtances under which the pagle 
we bring from Africa live. and die in our ſervice. 

Tuis conduct appears to be as much the conduct of the whalh country, as 
any thing which is done by a few can be made the act of all. Our national 
by ptotect the ſhips that carry theſe unhappy people to their endleſa flayeryy, 
we fight for and defend the ground on which they fuffer their miſerable op- 
preſſions, asgnuch as if it as wirhin the iſland in which our nation is ſeated, 


We uſe the things which theſe men, women and children are made flaves, in 


bat to cultivate; and as a nation, we have a conſtant regard to the adyane 
which reſult from their flavery., . 
Mis one-third of the number that are e iakeh away, 4 . are 0 
to loſe their lives, or deſtroy themſelves, eicher in the voyage, or befare they 
become of much uſe to us in our, ſetrlemeiits. , ; The accounts of the 7 
number taken away within a year, are ſometimes as high as an hundred and 
fifty thouſand; at other times 5 low as EY thouſand : and the preſent v war 
ad. prevented altnoft' any being carried away: But the 1 ttade 1 is oy een: 
rinued againſt our conſent, and for want of power, to car ry it on 4, and 
whole of it is Randing under the ſagie Ration it had wh n nit 333 
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„Nieht Alice: to this treattnem, 59 chat which . aue kmtiditattt of 3 
AMERICA met wich from thoſe that went frott ach6ng; Vs.” Bus this, U 


the former, has been ſo lung continbed, that we muy have crafed tö think * 
ever was, or is at this time chargeable againſt us 48 à crime, to have dfirem 
away the people from the counry, whith they were us thuch uſed” td confiler 


4 thelt on, as ever the people” of this "cotintty” sere 10 " tohifidier che 


hobſe they lived in us their own; Excepting # a fingle provinte;” whitie's 
fewof our countrymen tegzulatec their conduct to the natives By the principles 
of equity; in all-the reſt, we forced our way wherever bor inclinations” led 


us, as far as 'we"contd; and when 4 tefgatd* to ol own Tafety obhiged ub t 
male 
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ele nageciers Ks Date; ban be only mud ie wbt we bind wutbünd ur | 
his own wngorerned mind upon him; it is provided by pub ai, 


few pounds. That they are nd and taken d of, with a view: topreſeron | | 
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lin Its were : a greed on,and the Caribbes, a 


make terms wich the poor people e hallt inrndet und rene ions 


4 ned by. public contralls, we broke ĩ them whenever ve ſaw ourſelves ſuperior 


to them, till we paſſeſſed ourſelves of all that: vaſt country; for wich we: 


here been; contending as dur right and domibign.: 3 voir oat Þ .. uf tuo Wt 
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Tux illand of St. Vincent was W by | EL of ny origi 2 inal natives. 


of South-America. About fifty years ſince, a ſhip filled with men, women. 


and children, from the coalt of Africa, in her way to ſome. other. iNland, was, 


W 1 that of St. Vincent. T he. native Americans received. the 
Aft ns amo g them... They Jaw they had, come "with no delign to do em, 
afy wrong; they gave them, a part of their little country, and they grew vp; 

together till they became one people, When the French. had, "that iland,, 
as they are'called poſſeſſed their | lands . 


in peace and Titery. On theſe terms the French ceded the iſland to us. But 
after the late war, ve began to cut roads through their lands; they ſaw. we 


were goivg to take their poſſeſſions. from them, and to prevent this, 6 they 


were more in number, they took all our workmen priſoners, and kept them 
99 they. were, aMuged that we, would proceed no, farther; and when this was, 
done, they Jet all our people go, without: having done to any of them the leaſt 


hurt. Our ſoldierz were, ſoon hurried down to this iſland, to act againſt theſe. 
people, in. a ſeaſpn nich caſt many of them, their lives. The officers that 


commanded in this; war, thought-ix a very. diſbopaurable one : but they who: 


were. intruſted with the direction of the public meaſures, acted as if i it was not. 


only jut but neceſſary. 3 and this was the ſenſe which; as a nation, we paſſed, 
We” 'So many of them. were nn made the reſt ſubmit. to our 
pleaſure. 
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| IOC | In this btailackibn de we 1 yet che,exawp 1 br 15 of our 
who Had before diſregarded the nat he, 
manity, in pollefiisg "Helnſdlves of ma hy Ht 119 bg 5 
by deſtroj ing the ancichr baba 5 
bs have had alf we Wanted, fot Iitle fore t ds Fe 
| In this ſmall inftance,' we ſet dur ſcdFio all 12 act e TE 15 country- 
men had" been gülley of againſt * the Indiags ; by "letting all that at had 
Foros againſt these poor Caritith paſs 1 a "Bing! le cen ure 87 ber I | 
propoſed the*Erud? erexemiehr * 'of them, an El h whole. author 
Ap it cbuld not have beet carried” ipto * 1 A And. 1 beer 
the merey of their öppreflors- 'Aﬀer the w die nende Was aired into, 
it amounted to little Teſs than a public N chat all che obligatigns of - 
naturalj juſtice and” humanity muſt give ) lace” to | the 11 7 85 1 of. our 


own ob es in any part of the 25 4 they hag them clves, Or, We cauſa 


3 5 1173 "IV $4 (30h 524) ha 3 733" 9 * 
"give them the ſupetiority. e — 3 
Ir is no part of the deſign with 0 this view 2 our natii 25 condi i is 


| 2 to attempt to make any tranſaction appear in any © other . than, 
which it ig placed by the facts au cheß Were. Wnd if the cader 1 97 
: th k,/ that _ this part of our conduct was not that agr. Injultice 
- that it is here taken to be, he may, perhaps alter his opinion, if he ail only 
.conGider theſe poor meu ta be no: other than: an equal number of little fafmers 
und gardeners in his'own-neighbourhood;-where they," and theit Fathers before - 
them, had lived in peace, for a long. ecurſe of years; ob lands to which they 


ral riphts of g men, and the fee 


? 


were allowed to have ap undeniable” right. And thus conſidering them „Et 


him ſuppoſe a ſe w ſtrangers coming and purihaſipg eftates near to tfieſe 


people, and ſoon afterwards beginning to enter Upon ihr lands % | 


their own but merting with reſultance: from thb pebple 'Whbſe' rights t y th- L 


vaded, the ſtrangeis promiſe not to moleſt them any V fafther; - upon this 
(the «neighbourhood! is ſeen to. be again in peace ze nr ſulſden . 
forees of the government came and fell öpt pon e keen inbabft bunte, 
Killed thoſe that appeared to male "reflec "Eja then ove 2/4) 
he ref from their notive ſpote giwing the Kranze lebend Tk TO 
bey chought: good of chein ſitrlepofiMons!” Let üs then fop Pole tde o 92 
that coirimanded on this ſetviee, looking upon it with 3 5 bee, A 

ꝑreſſing themſelves in terms fuitable'to their honeft techipge. 4 * et us 155 
he peaplec me country in which id, Cs dene, affelnbled, 400 cli 
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3 of all theſe facts, let . ae ir on magiſtrates, aſſure - 
vin Bp thus treated had all j nder his authority, and. that 

people, 1 7 5 6 their owa cuſtoms, pen 
* without ev ever nomn to diſcovcr apy. defire to intrude, 

; WE then aſk ourſelves, what 
we ſhould think of the character c EM DOIKEE 55 ſeatence de- 
clared, that therp was nothing wrong in all that had been-dape—that the men 
who tad defgned and authoriſed all, this, had-done. is becauſe it was their 
intereſt" aun their pleaſure; and that the intereſt of native; fubjeQts and 
the pleafiites of men in public ſtations, were. worthy, of much more; con- 


; fideration, ' than the- rigits and lives of a few bundred people, of whom 
we Knew nothing more than that they were of foreign extraction. But when 


the reader has * this part of bur public, conduct in its juſt degree of 
enormity, he has certainly only ſeen a very minute repreſentation of what has 
done, and approved of by the PET of this & ware to 5 n of 
Alia, of Africa, and of America. 


* * : 2 * 
e ann 44 : 
& ff & 13 * x ' * . * 


N 4 >; 4 * 


Wär ove conduct has bern bo the other countries in Eacope, may 7 ul 
Yn. <7 415 JT Ä 14572 9 | * 


'# wes «2 = 2 70 
r we v7; ; 4 


Oak of the ſt chings 1 8 . « Burope; « after the 
concluſion of the late war in 1763, was the unequal Tonteſt between the French | 


nation and the people of CORSICA. The republic of Genoa had long 


wanted to govern the Corſicans againſt their conſent ; and when the Genoeſe 
fo ound themſelves unable to do it; they aſſigned their right” in the people of 
Ges, as their ſubjecta, to France, who ſent her troops to take poſſeſſion of 
the iſland. The people in Cotſica were as entire ſtrangers to the French, a8 
the people of any county of England are; and dreading an unconditional 
ſobjection to a country, whoſe laws, language, and cuſtoms were: unknown to 
them, they endeavoured to defend themſelves againſt the French forces, as be- 
fore they had done againſt thoſe of Genoa. Their. caſe became publicly 

know own among us, and ſome look ing pop: it in a degree 4 their own, ſent 
em ſupplies, The effect which the receipt of proviſions or military ſtores 


would produce among them, may eaſily be 'conceived, when we conſider what 


knew of e our ſituation at that time, and what they felt bf their own. 
7 The nature! e which mankind have to be under the abſolute goyeri- 
| ment 
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| Nantes foreigners, ant tp e e AA aa Gor 
ficans knew they had t their invaders; rendered them deſperate, © The hight 
of 1 ſingle ſhip from our nation; was the mot encouraging” citcuttiſtance 
which could have a to them. They knew we had fath a ſupetis 

at ſea, td the French nation, that i e did but declare outſeives their i ds, 
and order one of bur men of wit in the Medicettanititt to ff «ew Times 
tound their ifland, it would be enovgh” to prevent Francs fromm atly forther. 
attempts to extend her dominion by their oppreſſion. The teceipts of pre- | 
ſents from us, naturally ned the minds of A people, in their mation, Wich 


hopes the we would not hive given then aby fuck encouragetieht 19 bed 


out, if we did not mean to do more for them. They went Un to fell eher 
country as dear us they could to the French 3 they Kitted tüny of dein; 


and after they had provoked them to the utmoſt by their refiltiace, ws 
and looked on, till France ſhot and executed as- mary as" were fuffrient to 
ſhe all the Wer pr death erg, prone Oy Wn. the: thoice 
they had. (SI 307 07 515 OT, {1 5711.73 - | =, MN. 1100 * ar: 11 4. 

. Our 16: au A nation, 00 all this; vie e youte to prevent it was on 


to be excuſed by the ſuppoſed right of France, to do all me did to thæ Cor- 


_ ficahs, as ſubjects in a ſtate of rebellion. But if this was ſo, why. did we al- 
low ſupplies to be ſent to a people, to ſtrengthen theit hands, in rebellion againſt 


their lawful government? It wm done openly and publicly. by theſe W 


did it; and as a nation, we certainly ought not to have allowed either/provi- 
ſions or ſtores to have been ſent to thoſe, who we knew would be enabled by 
theſe means to hold out the longer againſt legal authority, and who would uſe 


the aid we gave them, in deſtroying the people of a nation with ' whom'we 
were at peace. If we allowed the Corſicans to be killed, and the forvivors to 


| be enflaved; becauſe they were in Al ſtate of rebellion, on what prineipſes do 


we. juſtify ta the French nation, the countenance and ſupport which the 


general of the Corſicans met with from us immediately after he retited from 
his cquntry, and for many years after, down to the preſent day. But if all this. 
was not counttnancing and ſupporting ſubjects in a Rate of 


on the other hand was that which is: ſo much condemned. by the prineiple- of: 
all the laws, divine and human, which make theſe that ſtand by and Tee 
etimes committed, without e 8 1 r en 


To 
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che Jawful-authority to which they ought to have ſuhmitted j our conduR. 
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10 Tele TURKISH. NATION,,quricadit iſcams te haye Gbiiibate 
0 757 forced ſubmiſſiog, to the hard terms; of, peoce] prbpoſed by Runa; 
200,10. conſequence, their ſubmiſſion to the: ſhapdeloue diviligatiob the: dorni- 
1 ns of pang. Sudiay ond yod TT; mods 03 bongngae oves Mol cy 
HF, Turks ſeeing, themaſe}ues: in ee ace ip ans a were 
obliged: ra depart from chat item. by which, they had preſerved chemſelves in 
A, gr. many years, with all the nations of Europe. The head-of the Ruſ- 
pire giving to the world a. proof, which indeed was not wanted, that 

A NN IE would not ſatiefy, che human mind, puſbed' her way ſouth- 
6 by he Turks werg guilty.of. no, eacroachment. , They, were obliged-to 
pier 1755 war 10 detenditheit on. country i nat knowing where an abition 
MR Ace was ee Kh 80; eb the abet which was 
Hoop y.d iſcoyered. .. di voti ads © mol DD +0) 0 bat 
Arras ſeveral ſevere Collie, the Ruſſians: got the Ales; 5 it was 
not ſych as [to produce the effect they designed by the war. To | accom- 
pliſh their purpoſe, they ſent a fleet from the Baltic to the Mediterraueah, and 
inysded the Turkiſ dominions on that ſide; and this obliged the Turks to 
ſubmit to the terms on which the peace was concluded. Tie dominions of 
the king and republic of rep e divided, by that title which foxes 

d. added to the domiaions of the three 
gtowis, hich yet hold the poſſeſſion:of What as ſa obtained. The diſtreſs 
and miſery of, the k ing, the nobility, and people of Poland; appear, : by the 
ne their oppreſſions, to have been as great as 4 people could weil ſof. 
and all that one could imagine the king, nobility, and people of this 
ee country would ſuffer, if the ſame three powers were an to club 
their, ruffian ſtrength to divide this kingdom; among them 
Ne knosledge is pretended of what) paſts. in courts; alf that in er int 
+ tended to be ſpoken of, i 18 only that which was actually done - this appears 
certain, that the government of Turkey was on that - fide which was oppoſed 
to the diviſion of the dominions of Poland; and. it is equally certain, that, as 

5 a nation, we or our rulets were on the contrary ſide. One of the firſt naval 
| cntineers, among the Britiſh admirals, was ſent to Peterſburgh; to! direct the 
2 Dabentior. of the Ruſſian ſhips of war; and when they: were ready for ſea: 
other Britiſn officers tgok charge of their navigation, under the nominal com- 
OY of a Ruſſian nobleman. At the time the Ruſſian ſhips were expeRed in 
our ſeas, on their voyage to the Mediterranean, orders were given that they 
Er | ſhould 
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tended to produce — a neceſſity in the Turkiſh nation - to ſubmit to the 
terms of Ruſũa, and the deſigns; againſt Poland. be gov etament . 20d 
ee een dee bee e give ſo mch 8 a pretext t, affift. 
their enemy in going againſt them; neither did; we give che Turks any cauſe. 
to- appiehead ſuch infaey frm! uss bot on ,the.,contrary,,; we, continued, 
our ambaſſador among them, and be did not leave that court, till ſome: fiche, 
after the;Ruſian'ſhipx'had dene abem.all the miſchief as on that. ge, gf ,qhe, 
country; 111 840 i Juan 5019" % £10180 (155 10 ich, AE MIT % xt. 
10 ſer this part of our Me conduct — light which thoſe, ſaw at in 
who were affected by it, or all that take any notice of what one nation Js doing 
to another, we ought to place. ourſelves in the ſituation of Tarkey. and Fon 
land, or in that of à people. who were entirely unconcerned. Had this coun- 
tty been the object of the intended diyiſion. andi the Iriſh the,only. people that 
appeared on the ſide of preventing it, and Denmark bad lent her ngval officers 
and opened her ports to forward a Ruſſian: fleet to the coaſts of Ireland, to lay 
them under a neceſſity of leaving us to the mercy of our invaders, when we 
underſtood that if Denmark, or ſome other country, had not given this aſſiſt- 
dance, it would have been next to impoſſible for the people that were going to 
over-run us, to have ſent 'a fleet againſt the only nation that appeared in 
arms to prevent ĩtʒ what we would think of Denmark, Holland, or any other 
Country giving their aſſiſtance in ſuch a caſe, i is that -which the Turkiſh and 
Poliſh nation, and all that take notice of it, muſt think of the aid we gave 
Ruſſia in ſending ber ſhips ta the Mediterranean; a voyage, which without 
ſuch” aid, they could not have made, but at ſuch a riſque, as muſt have 
prevented their attempting it, except under the molt; deſperate circum- 
ſtances. Or, to bring this conduct down to common life, and actions change 2 
not their nature by the numbers or names of thoſe that commit them, it ap- *.- 
pears to be the ſame as that of the people of one town aſſiſting- and harbouring = | 
thoſe that were known to be going to do the higheſt injury to the people of 
another, and againſt which the wrong: doers could not have gone, had they not 
been aſſured before FA ſet out, of the hag wy" were to meet wich. in 
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our highways, to lay hold of travel lers 


terrupted. The ſhips 
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war, as à fativn we certiitily/ allowed; our arned fire to moleſt thoſe of other 


countries, and to bring chem into our ports, undet circumſtances! which gave 


us no more right to do 16, "thi thoſe have! wee live by the fides of 
going about their buſineſs, and up] 
roads Which they have the ſame fight to paſb, as thoſe by, whoa tity ire in · 
of foreign nations were repeatedly. brought into our 
ports, and detained ab 4 great loſt and expeiice;' in wuitinig the even of tedidus 
trials, by which it was found there was no other cauſe. for treating them u 


they were treated, than that of their being foreigners the Mips and 


ſubjeQ of other nations; and that it was well underſtwod that we were, at 
ka, the ſtionger, and they the weaker party. And ir is probable that choſe 
foreigners who looked little nearer, diſeovered that thoſe vho brought their 


mhips into our ports, and thoſe that ſtood in the way of being benefited by. the 


oxpences which aroſe in-confequetice of it, were far from being ſtrangers to 
each other: Whether the ſhips and cargoes ſeized, werd condemned or not, We 


were as ſure be rhe gainers, as they were to be the loſdrs: if condemned. 
we got the Whole; if there ws not evidente ſuſficient to indute the condeme- 


nation, then we got all that they ſpent whild® they lay in our ports to:obtain: 


the authority of our courts to depart with their own. This part of our conduct: 


as a nation may have been fo little known to many, and indeed the cvidence- 


which makes up the whole of our treatment of foreigners in this reſpect, lays: 
ſo much out of the ordinary way of reading or converſation, "that the reader 


may not think we have made any ſuch uſe of our ſuperiority at fea, as to give 
other ſtates any great cauſe of complaint on ihis account Rut beſides many of 


theſe charges againſt- us, of great and real. injuries, the reader may be informed. 


chat ſome of our people have gone fo- far as to nail the hand of a. foreigner 


don to his ſhip, till in his helpleſs agony he ſhould; be made to furniſh; evi. 


done for condemning the property with: which he was. intruſted.. And 


though it is hoped this may de but a; ſingular inſtance of wrong and cruelty: 
united; yet if any ſubject of this country had received the ſame treatment: 


| Mon the people of OF other nation, that had the power over us, we may. 


judge: 


— 
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which foreigners have had juſt cauſe to entertain of Far on account of © theſe 
naval; injuries, de, the grngral {pirie, | which, our, Fa nf -farin 179 have "bez 


we have often compelice, them, and any times with 'rp . 0 p ay ys the 
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War, the cenduct of- the pephle of this country has been, 38 t ener. 
a dcber c unis, thow-farichey Ag Þeen bepeßted by-us, or have } juſt cable 
ao think they: would: have, heran wpule it we had DEVEr. been among them, are 


Aubjects which one is neceſſaily iq to think of, in an e quiry into the whole 


of out character as a nation. Certain, in every part o 'our condud, there 


have been exceptions, which have made. many of the people of the countries 
we have hid to do. with, cemember individuals belonging to this nation, with 


-<cterm, au gratitude. that they, ever, knew them. But, perhaps, few people l 


char have been in the way; of eing any. thing, of the conduct of our travellers 
An general, or of hearing the report of the character which they have obtained, 
but muſt be of opinion, that a far as the words, actions, and manners of 


io ſmall a number as go through other countries, can convey a general idea of 


D nation, that it is next to an impoſſihility that ſober · minded foreigners ſhould 
form any other judgement of us, than that we, were, a people who held our. 
. ſelves' as little accountable for any thing we did, or for the purpoſes for which 
ve uſed our time, our money, and our underſtandings, as any people could 


Vell do; and that our language, as far as they could underſtand us, was that 
of the moſt impious, and our ways of employing ourſclyes, that of the moſt 


 erifling,, uſeleſs, and wicked. of Mank ind i that it was in general only the worſt 
of every country that gained by qur.excefles 3 nnd that affiſted by our af- 
fluence and our conſidence, ve publicly; ſhewed. ourſelyes the friends of ſo 


masy vices, as readered | it impoſſibſe that we ſhould leave the people of apy 
R r * | 833 country 
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more likely. to confirm the moſt corrupt in their vices, by the concurrenos of n 
- | o who. are known 1 ſtand at the head of all the world" for religions and: 8 
c Pans "RA ee 2290090950) other 
Wu, as ® okcjon, we ha haves mitted' to ie that hey woule! "hot: Being 
a trifling charge al. ps, in the view: 9 5 that tonſitlered himſeif 
equally, related to all mankind, The reale will of the!'Almiglity, oß 
| which, by His. Providence, we are ſo fully poflefied,” contains the aft and 
plaineſt diſcoveries of the grounds and-ways of bertel Bappinec um l mans 
kind: this being one of the many proofs of its facredorigit; that -it applies - 
itſelf equally to all men in every coubtry, nd to che. very mature of therbus, 
man mind, and provides for the picſeiti peace of evety individual, andxnery 
nation; * for the endlelz wellbeing of al men vas free and immürtai 
agents. With this ſyſtem of dtvine wiſdom in our hands; with entirenhberty 
to publiſh i it to all the world, and in every figoage;antl wich the rexendes of 
0 princes in the poſſeſſion of thi 'partieunr} art- + efixhe&cobmmunity>to- h 
the ſyltem idlelf. is” coinmined, Vel 8 on from"dne"yei's- end to another, 
5 living for every other end, n WoulP appear frotm our: conduct, but that af 
1 making known truths Which are off the Taſt moment 10 every rational teres 
| - ture which forms the Whole family of the earth; 2111545 nbd ous 
18 Tuz men by whom t e ruth oF this ſacred cy lem were ficſt delivered from 
| "the K Divine Being Latte pared n pain che hazarded all that men could! 
lose or ſuffer, to 13 Kai to the ages tt whith they lived: the diſcoveries 
Which they knew the infinite compaſſion wiſhed every wh to  kriow; becauſe 
. capable of making every man happy: from age to nage, ton the preſent, this: 
'£ ſtem | has been preferved and handed down; but by the neglect, the i ignorance, 5 
0 8 Noth, the miſtaken ſelfithnels bf mankind, and thł᷑ ir rulersꝭ theſe immediate 
diſcoveries, from the Parent of all, and f all. good are not ſo· much as within: 
"the reach of nineteen parts our of twenty ofthe: wholb human race; at this. day. 
It is true that bout lixty or ſeventy peats ago, an equally chtiffian and. royal 
: "example was given | of the ay to tender with a kind hand, the ſacred ſyſtem of 
benen olence, to'a few heathen? countries 3 or rather. to a few; ſpots · in thoſe 


n "eguntries ; % an Hine, that time there has been che cbntinuancg of a, plan to do 


Jp ta ame thing 3 * and nothing is properly to ber called little in one ſenſe, that 
eos 5 to the aten good of but « ſingle individual. But to look at the numbers 


dat have been ſcat. out from ang 1 deliver theſe heaveply. meſſages, to- 
the: 
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the: people of 'other- countries, in characters and. languages chi they ander. 


food and conſidering what we have done as a nation to ſupport. and-gi | give 5 5 


effect to the divine deſigns. and: expreſs. commands, the. whole call. up f for the . 
lat chenty yeats, does hot amount to 4 pepper, corn ont © of a mi lion, +. it r doey | 


qualled bleſlings-and advantages, ſacred and civil, which, 48. 8 nation, we en 
by His entire bounty, Who both gives all, and who can by the le e 
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To ſum vp our whole canduct, and to compare the. different articles of it ' 


wich the events that have taken place We were firſt admitted into the 
Eaſt · Indies by the favour of che princes of that country, to trade. with their 
ſubjects, and then to have ſetzlements among them. We haye,, within, theſe 
e years; begun: to make wars, with the natives; we. haye poſſeſſed ourſelyes 


of the whole: country into which we were ſo 5 e found it Inke a 


gatden for plenty, and we have. male it a wilderneſs J it was the { ſtore-houſe 


and drove away three millions of the people of the country by our 
violence, rapine and oppreſſion. Aſſiſted by our public forces, we have al- 
"lowed our people to make one revolution after another, till we have — 
_ . ourſelves maſters of the dominion and of the people, faid to haye been 
fifteen millions in number when we Grit: went, among, them; and after the 
fubjects of this country had done them all the injuries which one people 
could well do to another ; and after being told a8 nation, by thoſ : we, gur- 
. Ives: employed to make the enquiry, There were accounts of crimes ſhock- 
ing to human nature, and tranſactions that were carried into execution by - 
* perfidy and murder.“ We entirely acquitted, as a nation, our people of 
any crime in all this; as a nation, we, have neither puniſhed, fined, or ſo. 
much as blamed either allior any one of them 55 but on the contrary, after the 
repeated publication of their crimes to the whole nation, the people of this. 
_ country have not only, in all the variety of diſtin& bodies, and corporate ſoci- 
| eties, into which our whole nation is divided, been ſilent under all that has been 
done without a ſingle exception ; but ſeveral of them have ſelected theſe very 
ma in preference to any in the * beſide, to e in their name, 
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not, all together; :make- the pooreſt acknowledgement . that any, people F 
could make, whoſe hearts were penetrated with, the lowelt { ſenſe of the une | 


of that part of India; under our management, in. five. or ſix years time, 
it became a place of wretehedneſo and miſery; we deſtroyed, ſtaryed, 
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and as entruſted in their" ſtead,” ro'trabfif their Pert ef the public biſtneſs m 
the legillatiire : we habe publicly divided the ſpoil wich thoſe that broughe-cit 
to us; and we have done all a nation could do, to give thoſe'dominions-ant 
that property Which wefe "acquired by forte ugainſÞ right, actompenied witli 
© perfidy and murder,” all the function of lawfoldominions, and of property 
duly, obtained ; as if the whbfe proceedings had been ſtrictiy agrerable, to 
all that is required of mankind in their ebndut̃t to ench other, by che rules uf 
nilf6ral juſtice, and cbnfiſtent with our ẽharacter ava Chriſtiandtate. 
Und this head of our national conduct, it i9'tolbe enqulred, iſ ifilanyoof | 
the events that have accompanied or followed theſe meaſures, there is any = 
gree of retemblance betwixt'Whir we haue done,randivtiat has befallen ut? 
Tu continittfty; In Whoſe nume euery thing uns done in'India, and which 
is ſtill alls we to Have a nithe amen us, by what it vw mode to νον 
one hand, and whit itſelf was f plundered of in t the other, this community 
became an emfnent ample; of nt indeed : no ne inftancewiethecefary to 
eftablith, hat potemons gotten by wroug4 little fervice wo thaſe that ſo acquire 
chem. Tt was the nominal *pofſefior df vuſt revenues, callected by its ſerr 
_ *vahts, from the Yominions ard ſubzects of the Princes: of India, and as a com- 
pay of werchants, it was! Aiſtreſſod to che laſt degree 1o:pgy': the demands 
chat were coming againſt it. As a mode ef relief, and ns ſociety: of ſubjacts 
favouted by the ſtate, they were allowed an exchifiverright co ſend one nof the 
articles 6f their commerce to ohr celenies in America. The prople of that 
country thethy it into the ſra, it the ſame wrong, withiwhich'che poſſcions 
had been obtained, and the property taken away from the Princes and people 
of India. Continuing. as # nation, to give the property of this company the 
protection of the ſtate, fofit was, ate ver cauſes there -were!befide;:thatuthis 
company and its property were made the means of the beginning of violence; 
and When che flame of dür civil war was thoroughly kindled, the very ſame 
perſon who was placed at the head oftthe enquity into the uſe we had; made 
of our power over the people in india, was made the firſt public witneſs of 
the fall of our power in America; by the laying down of our national arms in 
"RENTS ½½ p 0 LELOR Den; 
Warn the ſubjects of this nation bad emered-into the war with! the reign- 
ing prince of Bengal, they ſeetetly concluded a treaty with the head general 
among his ſubfects; and the conditions on our part were, that we ſhould, 
on being joined by him, and the forces he icommanded, againſt his lawful 


prince 
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prince, aſüſt him as! friends: and Alias i0 oppoſition! to. his maſters : ang on 
ide voited oices. being Erially fudeaſaful;; place. him in poſſeſio 
country, and defend him in it. When: the people ef Americy had entered: 
into the war againſt their bruful prince, Franc: concluded 2 treaty with thoſg 
that were ar dhe head of the appoſitiae to the government of this, eguntty, 
agreeing to aflift them; and on the united farces being finally ſuceeful, to 
eftabliſh them in the poſſeffion of the government of the country; only ge- 
quiring of them, that they ſhould never again ſuhmit themſelyes to the L 
dominion of their priner z a. condition which was nos included in expreſs. 
terms in our treaty in India, but which wat, from the circumſtances of that 
country, as well anderſtond, as if is had den e inthe vor ward which | 
France uſed with velpedt to America. Tf 2/ 
Tux number of people of which we occafoned- the loſs in India, and the 
number of the inhabitants of the colonies is America, were eſtimated in both 
| —_— and when: the reports from each mat in this country, the numbers 
<< deftroyed, Rarved, and drove away”: by our oppreiien.jn, the Fat: am 
e Ne 8 the number of choſe we have been endeavourin to prevent the 
Joſs of to ourſelves in the Weſt the eſtimait of bath one = other being. 
three millions; and the ſteps we have taken to get, ſeeure, and govern a 
eountry divided into three provinces, to which we had no right, have been 
followed, ſtep by ſtep, to prevent our loſing a country divided into thirteen 
provinces, to which we had a right. And we no ſooner, eſſectually as we 
thought, ſeoured the one, than we, began to loſe. the other; and the hundreds 
of thouſands which we opened our treaſures to receive out of the ſpoil. of our 
war in India, we have, as a nation, been ſpoiled of by the expences of our war in 
Ameriea; the final amount of which is yet as little to be eſtimated, as the total 
ſum taken from the princes and people of India; but ſtanding where we are 
and ſuppoſing only three. rupees to have been brought away from the people 
of India, for every one of which there has been any public account given, the 
total of each would be nearly the ſame -an hundred millions of pounds ſter- 
ling taken away by the exerciſe of our national power over the people of 
India; and: an hundred millions expended in eee to maintain our 
national power over the people of Ameries. 

Tu trade to the coaſt of Africa for ſlaves, which, as a, nation we e would not 
prohibit, after all the public appeals that had been made to us, has nearly 


been prohibited: by the events of the preſent war, The difficulties in which 
; our 
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our Weſt India "iſlands have found themſelves; have laid: them! under "IM 
| voluntary neceflity not to increaſe the number of their ſlaves. The ſupply of a 

great part of their provifion from America' being cut off, intereſt was obliged 
to give place to ſelf· preſervation. A part of theipeople of America, who; uſed 
commonly to import "ſlaves from Africa, deſired a law to prohibit any more 
being brought to them, but notwithſtanding we had ſolemnly declared; that 
ſlaye· holding in this nation was againſt our laws, becauſe againſt natutal juſtice, 
and humanity, in the way in which they are nom obtained and uſed: ; yet as 
nation we would not fuffer any part of our colonies to put it out of the power 
of their people, to encourage the procuring and carrying: ſlaves to them; 
ve refuſed to give them leave to ſhut their ports againſt ſlaves. But what ne- 
ceſſity did in the Weſt Indies, the ſame neceſſity has done in America, and a 
power againſt which neither individuals nor nations, have been able to carry on 
a ſucceſsful oppoſition; has put an end to the mercileſs trade; and has given 
a ſeaſon of peace to the people of Afriea which in conſequence of our trade, 
have for many years known nothing but fear and cohtinual. alarms, never. lay- 
ing down to ſleep, wichout cauſe, more or leſs, to apprehend that they might 
awake in the hands of ſome of qur ſlave traders or their aſſiſtants, and either 
have to bear an endleſs ſeparation from all that 3 ng to . or * have 
them for the Wersen Wo n ol gl ” os" 
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ſerable by our means, and taking a view of the iſlands and »provinces where 
they were moſtly carried ; 5 ho have they been made to exchange conditions ? 
In thoſe plantations when' the helpleſs Africans uſed chiefly to dig and labour, 
they have been viſited with the dreadful calamities which they themſelyes 
occaſioned; and burning of towns and hoyſes, and all the fears and horrors 
of inteſtine war, have been lately as commons on the coaſt of America as we 
made it on the coaſt of Africa. And che ſame ſpirit of diſcord which we 
ſpread among the poor people of that country, has taken place among thole 
by whom hey were held in flavery ; and whatever their future ſituation may 
be, legal liberty has, with many of our flave holders, been exchanged for a 
Nate of dependence on a power as abſolute over them-as that was, which, they 
themſlves had ſo long been accuſtomed to exerciſe over others. 

Amonc the firſt of our total loſſes of dominion, was that little iſland in 
which ve made the bad uſe of our power over the helple is Caribbes. They 

have 
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have now. been OOO ER ime under dee Ideen mern of / the Frenehhinalion, 


antient rights which we invaded ;; and by their being thas delivered fm that 


them that ſurvived, oui diſhonourable warraggihſt them, mayr learn this ne- 
Clary leſſon. That it is nt. any daſting benefit which the firboger party gabus 
by mg wrong they do to choſe that cannot reũſt them: and that when the mbſt 
erful people refuſe juſtice io the moſt 

* cng reheved that there. is 4 government above che higheſt-or earth, ahd 
1 a way. that they cannot foreſee, or think of, the weakeſt people can be talien 
25 of the hands of thoſe that injured them, and from whoſe hands they ſought 
for redreſs i in vain. , And this little poor heathen: people may by this learn 


| to teach. their ſons, not to deſire other people's lands of wrong any that cannot 


defend themſelves 3 for that the people of Great Britain deſired their lands, 


and took from them as much as they pleaſed; after killing many of their fa- 
chers in doing ſo; but it was not long after they had refuſed to do them juſ- 


tice, for all che wrong the people of that great nation had done them, till the 


Whole iſland was taken, from Great Britain herſelf ; and the men that came 
to kill them and take their lands were ſoon obliged to give up their own; and 


helpleſs, they-need- never deſpair of 


_ who aljowad; them £ poddaſs./jp. ſecurity and prace,! a'bertdin/ cen of Tho 
government over them, which we allowed to bel ſd mh abuſed} tho of 


that they had ſeen them ſeat away -from their Rand, as unable to wy m_ 


ſelves as the weakeſt- people could be. 
' France claimed the people of Corlica for hp ſubjects, England by a woch 


better title did the ſame thing as to the people of America. From Great 
Britain ſupplies were ſent to the Corſicans when they were in arms againſt 
F rance; a fe- years after, France ſent ſupplies to the people of America, when 
they were in arms againſt Great Britain, and for which we accuſed France 
with acting an unjuſt part. We took the leader of the Corſicans under our 
protection, and ſupported him at the public expence; a few years after we 


received the return of this conduct from France, by her cguntenance and pub- 


lic regard ſhewn to the leaders of the Americans. 

As a nation poſſeſſed of the power, at that time, to have delivered the peo- 
ple of. Corſica out of the hands of France, we left them to ſuffer the laſt inju- 
Ties which the people of one country could receive at the hand of another. 


T his condu i is returned to us in that of all Europe, who | in the war that is 


carrying on againſt us, leave us as we left Corſica, | 
SC | | Tas 


+ 
+4 


by the aid which Holland, with no leſs Jultice, gave to F rance and e 
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Tan affiftance we gave to Ruſſia againſt Tufbey, has been cerned tous 


carrying on the war againſt us. 
Tux aid we gave to Ruſſia in going againſt Turkey, contrib to that ne- 


ceſſity under which the Turkiſh nation was laid to make peace with Ruſſia, 
and to have the king and people of Poland at the mercy of the three nations, 
who have ſince taken ſo much of that country as their own, we were the aſſiſ- 
tant of the wrong doer, and we are now receiving the return of that treatment, 
which we ſhewed ourſelves willing the king and people of Poland ſhould re- 
ceive from Ruſſia, Pruſſia and Auſtria.—France, Spain, and Holland, have 
been endeavouring to return us meaſure for meaſure, by taking the ſide which 
would deprive this country of its dominions in America, as much againſt 
right as thoſe of Poland were taken from the king and people of that country. 

Tux abuſe we made of our naval fuperiority, by the injuries we did, and 


| the inſults we offered to the other maritime ſtates, has been followed by ſuch 


an increaſe of their power, as to leave us now in a ſtate, in which we have 
nant as much to fear as they uſed to have cauſe to apprehend from uus. 
- AND. we who have had it ſo. much in our power to acquaint the reſt of man- 
kind with the truths of revelation, and who have been fo remiſs in doing it,, 


appear in our public eonduct as a nation, to have been deprived ourſelves,, 
in a conſiderable degree, of the beneficial knowledge of thoſe principles. and: 


rules of conduct which we have in our own poſſeſſion; 

Ou conduct: as 2 5 may be briefly compared with a few of theſe diſ-- 
coveries. 
| Knep1no: in view our conduct in India, as Having its beginning in deceits, 
ang conſidering the millions of property of which we have /poild the people 
of that part of the world; what nation would have been guilty of tliat con 
duct, if as a nation it had beerr under any real ſenſe, that it is at all. times to- 


be; faid with truth to every: nation; Woe to thee thit ſp poileſt, and thou 
waſt not ſpoiled; and dealeſt rreacheroufly, and they dealt not treacherouſly: 
_ with thee :: when thou ſhalt ceaſe to ſpoil, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled; and when: 


thou ſhale make an end to deal treacherouſly, they ſhall deal treacherouſly 
with thee,” Js alan, xxxxiii. 1. Andiof this truth we are made the exam- 
ple: we have been as much deceived, by the previous ſteps that were taken 


to the preſent war, as we were guilty of deceiving the people of India; and in. 


fpite of ourſelves we have been ſpoiled of as much property. by the preſent 
| ware, 
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war, as we ſpoiled the kgs. of Iodia of in che wars wey carte on among 
chem. Wee a 
What nation would take the people of = any aches country away by force 25 
their Alaves, was it not hid from them, that it is true that, He that lead 
eth into captivity ſhall go into captivity.“ RERVETATIo, xiii. 10. And 
what nation would have allowed its ſubjects to have done, what the ſubjects. 
of this country have done, and for which they remain unpuniſhed, that was 
perſuaded of its being ut. that,—* He that killeth with the ſword mult be 
killed with the ſword.“ and. Becauſe thou haſt ſpoiled many nations, all the 
remnants of the people ſhall ſpoil thee : becauſe of mens blood, and for the 
violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.“ Hazax- 
KUK, ii. 8. | ' ores: 

Tux account that i is here given of our conduct, and of the. events ts that have | 
Followed it, are very imperfectly ſtated; but it is the facts themſelves: that ate 
to be regarded, and whoever calmly conſiders the ſeveral branches of our nati- 
| onal proceedings within the age in which we are living, comparing the. treat- 
ment which the people of other countries have received, at our hands with the 
events that have befallen ourſelves, it appears to go a great way to prove by 

che agreement of the one with the other, that, With what judgment you 

judge, ye ſhall be judged :. and with what a meaſure ye mete, it ſhall me mea- 
ſured to you again.” Marrnzw, vii. 2. And though the human mind 
may not always be impreſſed with the truth and certainty of this, i in the midſt 
of public buſineſs, and the purſuit of favourite objects; yet certainly we do - 
not do juſtice to ourſelves, to leave the hiſtory of mankind till we have fatis- 
fied ourſelves once for all, whether this concluſion is with certainty to be 
drawn from it or not. 

Ir in fa& and in the fober experience of mankind, taken for ages together, 
it is not true, that individuals acting by themſelves in the ſociety in which they 
live; or whole ſocieties or nations in their conduct to other ſocieties, have not 
met with the returns of their own conduct, it is certainly then meanneſs to pre- 
tend in private life, that we think ourſelves under any reſtraint from the prin- 
ciples and rules of which theſe are a part; and that it is. equally becoming 
when we take a ſhare in public life, to avow what we mean, and unite with the 
ſociety to which we belong, in declaring by our conduct, and the ſubſequent 
approval of it, that we are too well informed to fear or regard any conſequen- 


ces that may ariſe, when we judge it expedient to deceive the people of any 
— IS -- | other 
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other country in our negociations 3 or when we have the upper hand; and it: 
will anſwer our puf poſe to force tens of thouſands into ſlavery, oppreſs and de- 
ſtroy millions; deprive foreign princes of their juſt dominions, and plunder 
whole nations of all that we can bring away from them. Once agreed: 


with ourſelves that it is a dream, and an idle tale, that men or nations are ever 


to meet with any after · reckoning or return for their eonduct, then it is acting. 
conſiſtent with ourſelves to declare, — that thoſe that go out from us do great 
and-meritorious ſervices, when they bring back millions by the ſame right that 
robbers take their booty, and acquire whole provinces by perfidy and murder. 
All this being ſo, then let our public acts, and the reports of our national pro- 
ceedings, proclaim to all mankind and to all. future ages, the - undiſguiſed 
ſentiments of the preſent ; and let all that will unite in this or any other nation. | 
to opprefs, enſlave, deceive, plunder and deſtroy the people of any other- 
country but their own, have all the countenance and: ſupport which. the ſanc- 
tion of our repeated example can give them. | 

Bor if we. muſt either ſhut our eyes to all the information that is. bande 
down to us from former ages, or acknowledge that it is no leſs true than it is. 
reaſonable, that it ſhould be rendered to every man and every. nation according 
x0 their deeds, (Romans, 11. 6.) and that this truth is as plainly indicated to. 
us as any thing can well be, by the hiſtory of our o] conduct, and of the- 
eyents that have produced the change that has taken place in our circum- 
ſtances as a nation within our own time; we may. then enquire, . Whether We- 
have yet reaped all we ſown, (GALATIANS,vi. 7.) orhow much we have. yet to 
ſuffer, if rapine, oppreſſion, and plunder, is to be exatted of us in equal mea- 
ſure; and if we are to pay back to the reſt of the world, blood for. blood;, 
flave for ſlave, life for life. OE 

Wirnour going back beyond the memory of the uge in- whiich-we live, 
for an account of the numbers that have been deſtroyed in the courſe of our- 
trade and wars, to advance our intereſts and increaſe our poſſeſſions ; 3: great as. 
the numbers are that we have already loft in the war in which we are engaged, 
the largeſt eſtimate on our ſide will not exceed a'fcore, for a thouſand of thoſe- 
that. we have carried away into. flavery,. ſtarded, driven away from their native: 
countries, or deſtroyed in them. 

Bor we have peace with America, petce with the Dutch, and France and 
Spain ſhall ſoon ſue for our favour, and be that ſays we have 1 thing move 


1 


to feat, is nat a friend to his country. 5 
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0 * no part of hls poor labour to attempt to damp any man's wells 
grounded: hopes let them run as high as they will; but no individual can think 
it becoming to ſay thar the day of our danger is over, when we have ſeen for 


© ſucceſſion of years the graveſt deliberations of public alſemb es, repeatedly 


from their reſolu- 


end in the very reverſe of what was intended and e 


tions. And with all chat is due to the bravery of our national forces, the 


events that have taken place ſince the eommeneement of the preſent war have 


information of the comparative ſtrength, ſpeak with the utmoſt cautioh on the 
ſubject of future ſucceſs,” And with all that is due to our civil magiſtrates, 
after what we have ſeen of the power which a rude mob poſſefſed for a ſfiort 


ſeaſon in the very ſeat of government, it would be unbecoming in any nian to . 
ſay we ſhall have a continuance for-a-week, of that ſafety: and protection which 
e means:of giving us; And in- 


eur laws and magiſtrates have been ſo long th 
deed evety man that only reflects, that he dare not afſüre himſelf that He hall 
dip the pen he now holds in his hand agaim in the inl before hit, will both 
think and ſpeaks with great diffiderice of what may be to · morrow. 

Bur of this there is ho uncertainty; whatever" is a man's ſtation, bether 
he is at the head of a private family, or is taking a part in the public meaſures. 
of the ſociety of which he is a member all that is done from wrong” prin- 
eiples, be it in private or in public, it leads to difficulties; diſtreſs, and · if con 
tinuech in, to ruin; and many times the moſt ſineere change of the principles of 


when reduced to practice, would diſorder a private family, a City,” a nation, 
and put in motion. by. the powers of a great ſociety would diſorder the world, 
and therefore to be puniſhed by the governor of it, to prevent that reproach. 
which would lay againſt the government of a nation that allowed one Pare 
of its ſubjects. to oppreſs or deſtroy one another without redreſs.. | 
ConTraxy conſequences have evidently, with equal uniformity, followed 
that conduct which was begun in contrary. principles. and perſevered in: and 
whatever difficulty there is, for thoſe that know ſo little, to be ſatisfied in a 
thouſand things we ſee in the government of the world,, and of what is daily 
taking place among mankind, there is no degree of uncertainty in this - that 
Hz whoſe wiſdom planned, and whoſe power made all things, and. whoſe 
wiſdom, power, and juſtice governs his. rational and accountable creatures, 


68. 


been ſuch, as to make thoſe whoſe ſtations give them the beſt opportunity of 
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acting from wrong to right, is too late adopted to eſcape*much' of the conſe 
quences. of that conduct which Proceeded from thoſe principles, and which, 


| 
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is Himſelf the protector of all that is in itſelf FR to his nature and his will; 
and tho' mankind ate capable of doing the higheſt degree of wickedneſs, they 
are alſo capable of obeying the influence of that truth, juſtice, and goodneſs, 
which is continually flowing from Gop, as the ſource and fountain of all 
that is true, juſt, and good i in the human mind all the world over; and that 
canquct which begins i in theſe principles, and continues to be regulated inthe 
ſpirit of them, is that conduct which hath alone nothing to fear, at no time, 
under no circumſtances, from all the wiles and force which can be uſed 
againſt them, 
Oran has it been the caſe, chat nations, who upon the whole were moſt 
criminal, have been made uſe of to puniſh ſeverely thoſe that were leſs 
guilty, but who offended in their general conduct againſt much clearer diſco- 
veries of the principles from which they were required to act, and there 
can be no greater ſecurity ariſing from the comparative criminality of nations, 
than there is in the caſe of individyals,who have expoſed themſelves to differ- 
ent degrees of puniſhment from the ſame laws. 
| Few things can at once be more pleaſing and uſeful than to obſerve in the 
hiſtory of nations expoſed to iminent dangers, than the progreſs of the ſpirit 
of that conduct, by which they were ſubſtantially reformed and ſaved from 


_ ruin,-Calling for the injured (2 SaMvzL, xxi. 1. &c.) doing them effectual 


juſtice, relieving the oppreſſed, and utterly aboliſhing what was contrary to 
the rights of others, have been among the meaſures by which the true public 
ſpirit hath ſhewn itſelf, . Hz that rules the whole rules for the good of all, 


And it cannot be but they that imitate 1114 moſt, muſt be * ede fa. 
5 8 of nw 
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The following account is given of our conduct in India. 


„T has always been a moſt arduous taſk to govern diſtant provinces, with 
even a tolerable appearance of juſtice. The viceroys and governors of other 
nations are uſually temporary tyrants, who think themſelves obliged to make 
the moſt of their time; who not only plunder the people, but carry away 
their ſpoils, and dry vp all the ſources of commerce and induſtry. Taxation 
in their hands, is an unlimited power of oppreſffion - but in whatever hands 
the power of taxation is lodged, it implies and includes all other powers. Arbi- 
trary taxation is plunder authoriſed by law: It is the ſupport and the eſſence of 
tyranny; and has done more miſchief to mankind, than thoſe other three 
feourges from heaven, famine, peftilence, and the ſword. I need not carry 
your Lordſhips out of your own knowledge, or out of your own dominions, 
to make you conceive what miſery this right of taxation is capable of pro- 
ducing in a provincial government. We need only recolle& that our coun- 
trymen in India, have in the fpace of five or fix years, in virtue of this right, 
deſtroyed, ſtarved and driven away more inhabitants from Bengal, than are 
to be found at preſent in all our American Colonies ;, more than all thoſe for- 


| midable 
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midable numbers which we have been nurſing up for the fpace of 200 years, 
with ſo much care and ſucceſs, to the aſtoniſhment of all Europe. This is no 
exaggeration, my Lords, but plain matter of fact collected from the accounts 
ſent over by Mr. Haſtings, whoſe name I mention with honour and venera- 
tion. And I muſt own, yoo accounts have eng much 7 N the pleaſure 
 Tuſed op fecd in think fqn Eng AT 2 8 
* April 10. Genera So, — gin; brought 2 e en of the Select 
Committee appointed to enquire into the ſtate of Zaſt- India affairs, after ex- 
plaining the diſagreeable ſituation in which he ſtood, declared, that there were 
accounts of crimes contained in the report ſhocking to human nature. He 
recapitulated all that related to the depoſition of Surajab -Dowlab, and the 
placing of Meer Faffier on the Muſnud ; the double treaty in which-Omichund 
was concerned; and the infamous tranſactions that were carried into execu- 
tion by r and murder. He concluded by propoſing the following re- 
ſolutions : | 

1. Thatall Anden wands under ti — s military forte, or by 
treaty with foreign powers, do of right belong to the ſtate. 
2. That to appropriate acquiſitions acquired under the influence of : 2 mili- 
| I force, or by treaty with foreign powers, to private uſe, is illegal. | 

3. That, great Jums of, money have be i duch aan md 
ſovereign princes. in India, 
April 19. General Bunke, continued: bis-report of che Bale Committee; | 
and, after recapitulating the many” atrocious offences committed in dis by 
the ſervants of the Company, in monopolies, extortigas, taxationg, and op- 
preſſions of various kinds, he at lengtꝶ came to. conſider the wretched ſituation 
of the Indian Princes, who. held their dignities on the precarious condition of 
being the higheſt bribers.. No claim. (he ſaid) could be admitted, ualeſs pre- 
faced hy enormous ſums. of rupees ; nor any prince. ſuffered to reign long 
who did not quadrate with this idea. Gifts thus obtained, under the influence 
of military force, haye already, by the:reſolutions of this Houſe, been declared 
illegal; he therefore concluded. his ſpeech i in geclaring, that he intended to 

ptopoſe the following reſalution : . . 

„That the Right Honourable Raler- Lord Clive, Baron of Plaſty, in x the 

M © kingdom of eme in conſoquepce of We veſted in him in India, had 


© illegally 


+ A ſpeech publiſhed in 1774. 
Parliamentary Debates. Vol. X. page 261 
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© legally doen on city: our thouſand pound 
to the diſhonour and detriment of the Rate.” >... + oo an,» 
Tus motion was ſeconded by Sir William Meredith, "who, ſpoke. as A 

* Mr... Speaker, as I; had the honour to ſecond the; mation for an £nquiry 
into Eaſt India affairs laſt; year, I now. riſe to ſecond. eig. which is 

a nothing more than to give effect to that enquiry. x. g 
„ Tyr is a Noble Lord who has been a pringipel e this ftage. 
whaſe knowledge is as, perfect as his reports are true; and this noble perſon, 

© in one of his letters to the Directors, tells them, © that every ſpring af this 
government is ſmeared with corruption; that principles of rapacity and op- 

< preſſion univerſally ptevail, and that. every ſpark of public ſentiment, and 
<< public virtue is loſt and extinguiſhed in the unbounded lat of unmerited 

< wealth.” 

Aru this tries Big abe we to eſtabliſn this corruption; give line and 

© ſcope to this ſpirit ene 3 e e luſt of unmerited 
wealth F . mT eo gp 105561124 4 boofd 
Tun conſtitution of the preſent reren eines to be an 
union of the ſovereign and ee ee and Mr. Vanſittart informs us how 
theſe merchant ſovercigns exerciſe their ſupreme. power. For he ſays;; their 
rule of &lling is to take as much 3 and e aba 
buy is to pay as little as they pleaſe. % Is Gnog : gn 208 * 
Br all that we read in tale or hiſtory, never did fuch ach tem exiſt a that 
where mercantile avarice was the only principle, and force the only means 
* of carrying on a government. Compariſans of other tyrannies giue no idea 
aof Engliſh tyranny in Bengal. Fot it bas been; che province. of -tyrante: to 
uſe their icon rods over the gieat and powerful over men ho became; for- 
« midable for their virtves, or whoſe riches were provocatives to their avarice z 
< the bulk of their people might live in quiet; the low and humble man, the 
labourer and the mechanic, were beneath the tyrant's ſtroke. But in angal 
the rich and poor fare alike. They who have lands are diſpoſſoſſed ; if mo- 
4.ney, tis extorted : if the mechanic has a loom. hig manufacture is cut our; 
© if he has grain, tis carried off ; if he is ſuſpected of having any ſecret trea- 
© ſure, he is put to the torture to diſcover it,—One: is therefore at a loſs for 
words to deſcribe the ſort of tyranny; that is, practiſed in Bengal. Monſters 
* as tyrants are, they are but rare monſters ; and very rare indeed, ſuch as 


Shave een hardened againſt all fear of puniſhment, and all ſenſe of ſhame. 
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hbr the "ich ö moftäfehs arb>Hot for” cke emen uf the preſent times 
alone: the fear, therefore, of making their memories infamous, as well 'as . 
4 their ves odious, together with the fear of reſiſtance, has often ſerved as. 
e fetters to 'a yrant's will, But our eountrymen in Bengal are free from all. 
4 theſe apprehetilions';- they have no reſiſtance to fear from a pobe: Liſaemed. 
people, inured to ſlavery, and broken to oppreſſſon. 

on enquiries have ſtill left & vide field of — re-. 
Pert on your table, voluminous as they are, (if I may ule the words-of our: 
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«How. we. care by.this terfidary; may. Godforgirons | But believing there 
—— above us, L believe alſo, that acquiſitiana made by ſhedding. the 
blood of innocent princes, and by N from an innocent people their 
ſfubſtande can never proſp er. 4343.34 L 
At is mot theraoſe of one man only, ee eee lies before us: 
36 the conttoul of the Kugliſti laws cannot extend to the Eaſt . Indies. I. cannot 
tonceive chat there is any method under Heaven:to prevent raping, extortion, . 
and every poſſible ſpecies of oppreſſiom thęre, unlefi this Houſe determines: 
chat theſpoils of that unbappy couditry mou Welke ae withaut en- 
quirylcherel 2910? bus A en⁰,YMνEifαi˙ : ſoo pirg nagel Andy * 
i an: wiſhes(more-thant: do-40-6bid: i * if any thing: 
* byeearripletcanobe: thought effeftuall, But he facts are nom before us; 
n giverow ſanction to wHhatu is paſt, 2we give at the ſame time our 
: + ſundtion 4nd? eur: encouragement to all that avarice can . e ee to 
all thavforce camRilloinfiift on the wretchedĩnhabitants of Bengal. 
yang. his mattehnwaz veſuined. Colonel Burgoyne entered W d 
plein ee haf uul him upon che whole of the evidence delivered to 
the Select Committecz of bs eg Rane »olndirtun..” The Wees was: 
-en put, „d 10 baſbory ei gd , bo bogs oy 

"Ot „Tal Riv Led cor dbaſe the powers with ute he was entruſted, 
40 the eil example lof e ofthe ee dt 2617 
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Mr. Stanly chen ger ub. add mobed the pieribuf huelfibh, ef 15 
„ Whether that quetioh mold be then Put! Per pelt in the negative 
without à divifien, © © © P4219 e 
Taz following reſolution was wo propoſed : i | | 
* Thar Robert Lord Choe did, at tlie ſame ti me, bebder get and er 
* torious ſervices to ibis county?” P Paſſe d pnanimoufy i the affirmative, - | 
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Tur _ of Africa "Wh whence the people are Pn” which we make 
our ſlaves, commonly knowñ by the name of Guinea, extends along the coaſt, 
in the whole between three and four thouſand miles. From the river Senegal, 


(ſeventeen degrees North of the line) to Cape Sierra Leona, it contains ſeven 
hundred miles. Thence it runs Eaſt ward about fifteen hundred miles, includ- 


ing the Grain - Coaſt, the Ivory-Coaſt, the Gold- Coaſt, and the Slave: Coaſt, 


with the large kingdom of Benin. From thence it runs Southward, about 
twelve hundred miles, and contains the kingdoms of Congo and Angola. 
Concernine the'firſt, the Senegal.coaſt, Monſ. Brue, who lived there bx. 
teen years, after deſcribing its fruitfulneſs near the ſea, Tays, © The farther 
you go from the ſea, the more fruitful and well- improved is the country, 
abounding in pulſe, Indian corn, and various fruits, Here are vaſt meadows, 
which feed large herds of great and ſmall cattle. And the villages, which lie 
thick, ſhew the country is well peopled.” And again: I was ſurprized to 
ſee the land ſo well cultivated; ſcarce a ſpot lay unimproved: The low lands 
divided by ſmall canals, were all ſowed with rice; the higher grounds were 
planted with Indian corn, and peaſe of different ſorts. Their beef is excellent, 
Sou plenty and very cheap, as are all the neceſſaries of life, RD 
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As to the grain and ivory. coalt, the ſoil. is in general fertile, ai 

abundance of rice and roots. Indigo and cotton thrive without cultivation. 

Piſh is in great plenty; the flocks and herds are numerous, . trees 
loaden with fruit. 

Tus gold coaſt and ſlave coaſt, is Sed and pleaſant, 8 and 
other grain, plenty of fruit and roots, palm · wine, and oil, and fiſh in abun- 
dance, with much tame and wild cattle. The ſame account is given in ge- 
neral of the ſoil and produce of the kingdoms of Benin, Congo and Angola. 
From all which it appears, that Guinea is ſo far from being a dreary, barren coun- 
try, that it is among the moſt fruitful, as well as the moſt pleaſant countries in 
the world. It is ſaid indeed to be unhealthy. And ſo it is WRIT; but 
it is healthy to the native inhabitants. 

uc is the country from which we obtain our ſlaves. We come next to en. 
quire, what ſort of men they are: thoſe who have lived in the Senegal country 
obſerve, it is inhabited by three nations, the Jalofs, Fulis, and Mangingos. 
The king of the Jalofs has under him ſeveral miniſters, who affiſt in the ex- 
erciſe of juſtice, The chief juſtice goes in circuit through all his dominions, 
ta hear complaints and determine controverſies. And the viceroy goes. with 
him, to inſpe& the behaviour of the Alkadi, or governor of each village. 
The Fuli's are governed by their chief men, who rule with much moderation. 
Few of them will drink any thing ſtronger than water, being ſtrict Mahometans. 
The government is eaſy, becauſe the people are of a good and quiet diſpoſi- 
tion; and fo well inſtructed in what is right, that a man who wrongs another 
is the abominatian of all.—They deſire no more land than they uſe, which. 
they cultivate with great care and induſtry : If any of them are known,to be 
made ſlayes by the white men they all join to redeem them. They. not only. 
ſupport all that are old, or blind, or lame among themſelves; but have fre- 
quently ſupplied the neceſſities of the n. when, they Er * 
famine. 

Tus Mandingos, ſays Monk Brue, are rigid 1 drinking nei- 
ther wine nor brandy. They are induſtrious. and laborious, keeping their 
ground well cultivated, and breeding a good ſtack: of cattle. Every town 
has a governor, and he appoints the labour of the people. The men work. 

the ground defigned for corn; the women and girls, the rice- ground. He 
afterwards divides the corn and rice among them: and decides all quarrels, 
if any ariſe, All the Mahometan — conſtantly go to * prayers. 
thrice 
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thrice a day: there being a prieſt i in every. village; who. regularly dads, | 
together: and it is ſurpriſing to ſee the modeſty, ahention and mange | 
which they obſerve during their worſhip. 1 1 
Ir was of theſe parts of Guinea, that Nonſ. Adanſon, Correſpondent of 3 1 
the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris from 1749 to 1753, gives the follow · — 
ing account, both as to the country and people. Which way ſoever 1 
turned my eyes, I beheld a perfect image of pure nature: an agrecable ſoli- 
tude, bounded on every fide by a charming landſcape ; the rural ſituation of 
| Cottages, in the midſt of trees; the eaſe and quietneſs of the negroes, with 
the. ſimplicity of their dreſs and manners: the whole revived in my mind the 
idea of our firſt parents, and I ſeemed to contemplate the world in its primitive 
ſtate. They are generally-ſpeaking, very 'good-natured, ſociable and oblig- 
ing. I was not a little pleaſed with my very firſt reception, and.it fully con- „ 
vinced me, that there ought to be a conſiderable abatement made, in the ac- | | - 
counts we have of the ſavage character of the Africans.” He adds, It is Fu 1 
amaſing that an illiterate people ſhould * ſo 2 concerning the 
Tux inhabitants of the grain and ons coaſt are repreſented by thoſe 2 
deal with them, as ſenſible, courteous, and the faireſt traders on the coaſt of 
Guinea. They rarely drink to exceſs : if any do, they are ſeverely puniſhed |, 
by the king's order. They are ſeldom troubled with war : if a difference 
happen between two nations, they commonly end the diſpute amicably, 
The inhabitants of the gold and ſlave-coaſt likewiſe, when they are not 
artfully incenſed againſt each other, live in great union and friendſhip, being 
generally well-tempered, civil, tractable, and ready to help any that need it. 
In particular, the natives of the kingdom of Whidah are civil, kind, and 
obliging to ſtrangers. And they are the moſt gentleman-like of all the ne- | 
groes, abounding in good manners toward each other. The interiors pay the 
utmoſt reſpe& to their ſuperiors : ſo wives to their huſbands, children to | 
their parents. And they are remakably induſtrious : all are employed; the 
men in agriculture, the women in ſpinning and weaving cotton. _- | 
Tu gold and flave coaſts are divided into ſeveral diſtricts, ſome governed 
by kings, others by the principal men, who take care each of their own town 
or village, and prevent or appeaſe tumults. They puniſh murder and adultery 
ſeverely ; theft and robbery are pyniſhed by a fine proportionable to the goods 


that were taken, — All the natives of this coaſt, though heathens, believe there 
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is one Gov, the author of them 400 all things. They appear — have 
A confuſed apprehenſion of a future ſtate; And accordihgiy every town and 
village has a place of public worſhi 3 is retnarkable that they have nd begs: 
gars among them: ſuch is the care of the chief men, in every city and wil- 
lage, to provide ſome eaſy labour, even for the old and weak. Some are 
employed i in blowing the ſmiths bellows; others in preſſing Im-oil; others 
in gfinding of colours,” 2 OP are too veal even oe Ay —__ {ell ens 
Lions in the market. 

Tus natives of eh kingdoms of Benin are eb op 4 Zo6d-aarured 
people; They ate inoffenſive, to one another and to ſtrangers 1 they are 
juſt and honeſt in their dealings; and are alſo very charitable: ſo that here 
alſo are no beggars. . The inhabitants of Congo and Angola are generally 
quiet people. They diſcover a good underſtanding, and behave in a friendly 
manner to ſtrangers, being of a mild zemper and an affable carriage. Theſe 
are the repreſentations given of the negroes who n the coaltiof _—_— 
by them who had no motive to flatter them; | 

WX have now ſeen, what kind of country it is, 1 which the negroes 
are brought: and what ſort of people they ate in their own country. In 
| what manner ate they generally procured, carried to, and rn in the 1 

nions of this kingdom, is next to be enquire. 1 

Ir was about 1551, that the Engliſh" began crading to Guinea at Ert, for 
gold and elephants teeth, but ſoon after, for men. In 1566, Sir John 'Haws. 
kins failed with two ſhips to Cape Verd, where he ſent eighty men onſhore to 
catch negroes. But the natives flying, chey fell farther down, and there ſer 
the men on ſhore, ** to-burn their towns and take the inhabitants,” But they 
met with ſuch reſiſtance, that they had ſeven men killed, and cole bur ten 
negroes, So they went ſtill farther down; till wy og Am they 
proceeded to the Weſt Indies and ſold them. 

Ir was ſome time before the Europeans found a more dompetiticis way of 
procuring African ſlaves, by prevailing upon them to make war upon eack 
other, and to ſell their priſoners. Till then they ſeldom had any wars: but 
| were in general quiet and peaceable : the white men taught them drunkenneſs 
and avarice, and thenchired them to ſell one another, Nay, by this means, 
even their kings are induced to-ſell their own ſubjects. So Mr. Moore (factor 
of the African company in 19 30) informs us, When the king of Barſalli 
n goods or brandy, he ſends to the FBI governor at James? Fort, 

who 
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mtainngligel ſends x loop. * time it arrives, he Plunder, ſome +, 


* of hi2pgghbours.towns, ſelling the people for the goods | he Wants. At ider in (2, "© 
5 times bg falls upon one o his pwn tayns, and ſells his own ſubjects,” So 4a e = 1 
. Monf, Brue ſays, I. .wrote ro;the king (not t the ſame). if h e had a Anger © x 353, 

nutuber of- ſlaves, I would treat with him. fle ſeized three bopred, of, his PG Lott; 

oun people, and ſent, word he was ready to deliver them for the goods.” 5 


adds, Some of the natives are always ready, (when yell paid) to ſurprize e 5 
and carry off their own counttymen. They come at night without noiſe, and DS = 7 7 
if chey find any lone gttage, ſurround it, and carry o off the people.” '—Bar —_ 8 -./ = 
Gndther French factor) ſays, . Many, of the flaves. fold by the Negroes: C 
Priſpners, of war, or taken 1 in the incurſions they. make into their e enemies ter- | 53 
;ritories. Others are ſtolen. Abundagce of little Blacks of both ſexes, are | 


ſtolen away by their neighbours, when found fade on. the fend, o or. in, the 2 


woda or feldes. Sh 25 
To ſet the manner whercin Negroes are. procured,,i in a yet Arronger Acht, e 
| | it will ſuffice to give an extract of two voyages to Guinea on this account,— 
-Theifirlt is. ene from. the eie ae of the eg | ER. 
: Seftroy; Dec, 29, 5 ; Norge. cle ah many. PEE came. on | p 
"board; They informed us, that the people are gone to war within land, and 3 2 
will bring priſoners enough in two or three days; in hopes of which we ſtay. W 
The goth. No trade yet: but our traders came on board to-day, and | "1. 2, 
informed us the people had burnt fous touns: So chat to-morrow. we VIE Or en 
ſlaves off. | ; "+ EN 
The gait, Fair weather, but no tea yet. "We ſee each picks towns | 9 
burning. But we hear many of the Seſtro men are killed by the inland Ne- 3 
groes; ſo that we fear this war will be unſucceſsful. 75 ; ae 3207» BO 
The 2d of January. Laſt night we ſaw a prodigious fire break out 
about eleven. o'clock, and this morning ſee the town of Seſtro burnt down to- 2 
the ground.“ (It contained ſome hundred bouſes.) So that we find their | _ oe 
enemies are too hard for them at preſent, and conſequently our trade ſpoiled.. | = 
Therefore about ſeven o'clock we weighed anchor, to proceed lower down.“ WE” 
The ſecond extract, taken from the journal of a ſurgeon, who went from 6 
New-York on the ſame trade, is as follows. The commander of the veſſel. 5 
; | ſent to acquaint the king, that he wanted a cargo of ſlaves. The king pro- | 
| : | miſed to furniſh him, and in order to do it ſet out, deſigning to ſurprize ſome 
town, 4 
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town, and make ut hs peo le priſoners. Soms time thr; the king ſent him 
_ word, he had not yet met with the defired ſucceſs : having attemp Teo break 
up two towns, but having been twice repulſed : but that he to 
Procure the number of ſlaves. In this deſign he perſiſted, till he met his 
enemies in the field, A battle was fought, which laſted three days. And the 
was ſo bloody, that four thouſand frre hundred men were lain = 
upon the ſpot.” Such is the manner wherein the negroes are procured 1” 
'Trvs they are procured. But in what numbers, and in what manner are 
they carried to America ?—Mr. Anderſon in his Hiſtory of Trade and Com- 
merce, obſerves, © England ſupplies her American colonies with A 
amqunting in number to about an hundred thouſand every year.” That is, fo 
many are taken on board our ſhips; but at leaſt ten thouſand of them die in 
the voyage: about a fourth part more die at the different iſlanda, in what is 
called the ſeaſoning. So that at an average, in the paſſage 2 barge: to- 
gether, thirty thouſand die; ttrar is; properly are murdered, 

Warn they are brought down to the ſhore, in order to de ford, our ſur- 
* geons examine them. Thoſe that are approved are ſet on one ſide, In the 
mean time 2 burning iron, with the arms or name of the company, lies in the 
fire, with which they are marked on the breaſt, | Before they are put into the 
ſhips, their maſters ſtrip them of all they have on their backs; & K that they 
came on board naked. It is common for ſeveral hundreds of chem to wk . 
on board one veſſel, where they are ſtowed together. 

"Wren the veſſels arrive at their deſtined port, the Negroes a are again ex- 
1 to the examination of their purchaſers: then they are ſeparated to the 
plantations of their ſeveral maſters, to fee each other no more. Here you 
may ſee mothers hanging over their daughters, and daughters clinging to their 
parents, till the whipper ſoon obliges them to part. And what can be more 
' wretched than the condition they then enter upon ? Baniſhed from their coun- 
try, from their friends, and relations for ever. 

As to the puniſhments inflicted on them, ſays Sir Hans Sloan, hs be- 
quently chop off half a foot: after they are whipped till they are raw all over, 
ſome put pepper and ſalt upon them: ſome drop melted wax upon their 

"kin. Others cut off their ears, and oblige them to broil and eat them. For 

| rebellion,” (that is, aſſerting their native liberty, which they have as much 
tight to as the air they breathe) © they faſten * down to the ground 
. with 


my Sane Geely limb, ind then appr hre by degrees, to the. 
feet and hands, they burn them pratiually to the head. 

Ix order to rivet the chain of flavety, the law of Virginia ordains, & Th * 
no ſlave ſhall he ſet free, upon any pretence whatever, except for ſome meri- | 
torious «ſervices, to be Auſudged and allowed by the 8 and council: 
and that here any Nave\(hall be ſet free by his owner, otherwiſe than is here- 
in ditected; the churchwattens of the pariſh whetein ſuch * negro ſhall reſide f 
for the ſpace of one month, are n nN and W to take up and 
Ra the faid-negro; by public'outery.” 

Tux law of Jamaica ordains, Ehery dave that ſhall run away, and continue 
abſent from his maſter twelve'months, ſhall be deemed rebellious :” and by 
another law, fifty round 3 are allowed, to thoſe who kilbhor bring in alive a 
rebellious ſlave.” 3 

Bor the law of Batbadoes exceeds with this: © If any negro unter putiith. 
ment, by his maſter, or his order, for running away, or any other crime or 
miſdemeanor; ſhall ſuffer in life or member, no perſon whatever ſhall be lia- 
ble to any fine therefore. But if any man bf wantonneſs, or only of 3loody- 
miniedneſs or- cruel intention, willfully kill a negro of his own,” He ſhall pay 
into the public treaſury fifteen pounds ſterling and n hot be liable to any other 
puniſhment of forfeiture for the ame? : 

Nearly allied to this is that Jaw of Virginia: After pellen is iſfued 
againſt flaves that run away, it is Jawful for any perſon whatſoever to il and 
deftroy ſuch ſſaves, by ſuch ways and means as be ſhall think ft. 

A PARTICULAR ſtate of that trade lies now before me, whereby it appears, 
that the number of negro ſlaves bartered for in one year, (viz. 1768.) on the 


| coaſt of Africa from Cape Blanco to Rio Congo,” amounted to 104,100-ſouls ; 


whereof more than half (viz. 53,100) were ſhipped on the account of Britiſh 
merchants, and 6,300 on the account of Britiſh" Americans. 
1 another ſtate of this trade in 1771, it appears that ſhips were ſent = h 
Liverpool for 29, 250 | 
Briſtol for- 3, 8 10 
London for 3, 136 
Lancaſter for 9⁵⁰ 


* EY 


In all for 47.146 60 = 1 
. > excluſive 
Thoughts on the flaye trade by the Rev. Mr, Weſley, 
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excluſive of thoſe imported by Britiſh American and Weſt Indian traders, 
which in that year were probably very conſiderable, becauſe in the following 
year (1772) ſeveral of the North American provinces began to be alarmed for 
the dangerous conſequences of tolerating ſuch an unchriſtian-like practice, 
which ſentiment was fully expreſſed in ſome of their public aſſemblies, eſpeci- 
ally in thoſe cf Virginia, Pennſylvania, and the Jerſies. In ſome former 
years | the ſubjects of Great Britain ſeem to have had Kill a much greater pro- | 
portion of this trade to anſwer for ! my worthy : friend Mr, Anthony Benezet, 
in his hiſtorical account of Guinea, (c. xiii. p. 1 30.) cites Anderſon's hiſtory 
of trad: and commerce, to the following effect, via. That England ſupplies 
4 hex American. colonies with negro ſlaves, e in number to above 
* one hundred thouſand every year.” 

Now if we conſider what multitudes of men muſt have been killed 
. merely in the attempt to take ſo many wretched captives for ſale; and 
< again what multitudes, out of fo large a number, would die, as uſual, in 
« their paſſage to the Weſt Indies and America either of grief or.deſpair ; be- 
« ſides the large proportion (nearly one half) that would die of the ſeaſoning, 
«(as it is called) after their arrival in the plantations ; and laſtly that all the 
«* remainder of this vaſt multitude of miſerable human beings will probably be 
« worn out by hard ſervice and oppreſſion in the ſpace of about 16 years, or 
« leſs, according to the average rate of ſome calculations that have been pub- 
« liſhed. Theſe conſiderations muſt needs WISE, 0 us with 8 and 
« horror.” | 


Extra? of a letter from 4 perſon in 3 to bis friend in Philadelphia. 


am fo happy as to think as you do, with regard to trading in man, or 

* keeping him a ſlave. The cuſtom is wicked and iniquitous, neither con- 
« ſiſtent with reaſon, or the laws of God or man. Poor unhappy ſlaves, par- 
* ticularly thoſe forced from their places of nativity, are moſt certainly de- 
« plorable objects of commiſeration. I never, bought more than two during: 
© twenty years reſidence here. One proved to be the fon of an African 
prince; he was a moſt camely youth: having obſerved his uncommon 
good parts, I ſent him to ſchool, and uſed him like a free man during his ſtay 
with me. The directors of the African company having enquired, and 
offered a teward for him, I by a public act * the poor creature with 
ä | © his 
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his freedom, gave him an order for the reward aforeſaid, and ſent him to 
London; from whence the following year he remitted me the ſame ſum he | 
* colt me, and ſundry rich goods to the amount of three hundred a and N 1 5 
| * upwards, and therewith a letter in his own native language. I 
b ke Tux next I purchaſed was an unhappy lad, kidnapped from Hs fret pa- 
© rents at the taking of Guadaloupe. During his ſtay with me he decayed or 
pined ſo much, and expreſſed ſo ſenſible a ſorrow of cruel ſeparation from 
his aged parents, relations, and countrymen, that actuated by the une nag 
* good providerice which directs us in all our good deeds, I likewiſe ſet this 
poor creature free, and ſent him to his native place. Providence again "8 
< would not excuſe my being further rewarded, for performing this my duty 
© as a chriſtian, The truly honeſt father, from the produce of his plantations, 
© has made me preſents to the amount of fifty pounds ſterling, with direction = | 
© to draw upan him for the full coſt of 8 out 298 1 do never e ee | | 
£ being more than paid by preſents, : 
I write this to convince. you hos: 150 inhabitants of Aktes ien not cfock 
< ſenſeleſs brutiſh creatures as thoughtleſs authors repreſent them to be: they 
< undoubtedly are capable of receiving-inſtruQion, - and far out- do chriſtians in | 
many commendable virtues, Poor creatures |! . n r is | | 1 
n. being e with chriſtians.” EN pron . | 


The following i is a letter from the Negro Prince, ſome time after he arrived 
at London, to his maſter in Maryland. Tranſlated x by, Dr. . 
_ © of Cambridge, 1743. 


From the great city, 9d moon cer my „ rela 


O ur kind merciful maſter, my good white brother, too good, a very 
< good ſon of a good woman, and of a very good old man, created good old 
people by the great ſpirit, who made my country, thy poor (I ſhould ſay 
* heretofore poor) moſt grateful black priſoner, now rendered rich by thy 

© goodneſs and mercy, is now moſt dead, moſt drunk, moſt mad with joy! 
< why is he ſo? becauſe he is going to his good warm country, to his good 
* old mother, to his good old father, to his little Gſter and his brother. In 


< my good warm country all things are good, except-the white people who live 
09 © Lana | there, 
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© there, and come in fying-houſes, to take away poor black priſoners from: 
© their mothers, their fathers, their ſiſters and brothers; to kill them with hun- 
ger and filth, in the cellars of their flying houſes, wherein if they do not die 
« faſt enough, and poor priſoners talk for bread and water, and want to feel the wind, 
© and ſee the Great Spirit, to complain to him, to tell him all, or to ſee the trees 
«. of his country once more for the laſt time; the king of the white people [probably 
« the negro meant the captain] orders the officer called Jack, to kill many of the 
< black- priſoners, with'whips, with ropes, knives, axes and ſalt. The gover- 
© nor of thy flying houſe has been to ſne that which is to carry me and him 
to my good warm country L am glad, very glad indeed! He goes there 
„with wine. Should he be ſick, (and white people feldom eſcape being ſo. 
there) becauſe of thee my kind merciful maſter, and good white brother, and 
becauſe he has been good to me, and is a very good white man too, I will 
© nurſe him myſelf, my mother, my father, my little ſiſter, and my brother 
« ſhall be his brother, his mother, his father, and his fiſter too; he ſhall have 
© one large heap of elephants teeth and gold, for thee my kind merciful maſter, 
and kind brother, and one for himſelf alſo, (but ſmaller.) He at preſent is 
* my father, I eat at his houſe, and lie there too upon the bed thou preſented. 
© me with. His woman is my mother, and kindly nurſes me, being very ſick. - 
« of the ſea, and fire made of black ſtones. I have received a great quantity 
of gold, beſides what thou did preſent me with by means of thy hand writ- 
© ing, to the people who. are to ſend me to my country, ſome part whereof 
. * haye given to the governor of thy ſwimming · houſe, to be ſent to thee ; had [ 
an houſeful, ſhould ſend the whole with equal pleaſure; however, thou: 
« ſhalt ſee hereafter, that black people are not beaſts, and do know how to be 
4 grateful. After thou, my kind merciful-maſter and good white brother lefr 
me in thy ſwimming-houſe, we thy white people, and we thy grateful black 
© priſoners, were by the Great Spirit, who was angry with. us, ſent by the wind 
into an immenſe great river, where we had like to have been drowned, and 
where we could ſee neither ſun nor moon for ſix days and nights. I was 
dying during one whole moon; the governor was my father, and gave me 
thoſe good things thou preſented me with on my bed; he lodged me in the 
little room thy carpenter built for me. Thou gave me more cloaths than I 
could carty, yet I was very cold nothing availed with poor black priſoner, till 
at laſt having the Great Spirit to ſend me ſafe to thy houſe on ſhore, I thought 
1 was carried there, [ibis appears to have been a dream] where thou my good 


white 


* 
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vhite brother did uſe me with wonted-goodneſs, ſpake to adi and, 
© 20 his ſon, that I might keep ſo during the voyage and afterwards, which they, 
have done ſo for thy ſake ; they will always do me good becauſe of thee my 
« good. white brother; therefore my kind merciful maſter, do not forget thy 
poor black priſoner, When thou doſt ſpeak, to the great ſpirit and to bis 
* ſon, I do know he will hear thee, I/ ſhall never be ſick more, for which I ſhall 
© be thankful. Pray ſpeak for my good old mother, my good father, my little 
W and my brother ; I wiſh they; may be healthy, to many very many. 
© moons, as many as the hairs. on thy, head; 1 love them all much, yet L 
think not ſo much as I de thee, I could die in my country. for thee, could 
do thee any kindneſs. Indeed the great ſpirit well knows I mean no lie, 
* ſhall always ſpeak to him for thy good, O's me my good white bro- 
_ 2 thy poor black priſoner is not a liar.” 


Detagoia, fon L . Prince 7 Pet, Africa, 


Sir William Blackſtone ſays, in his Commentaries, « Taz three ori- 
gins of the right of ſlavery aligned: by Juſtinian, are all built upon 
falſe foundations. 1. Slavery is ſaid to ariſe from captivity in war, 
The conqueror having a right to the life of his captive, if he ſpares that, has 
then a right to deal. with him as he pleaſes. But this is untrue, if taken ge- N 
nerally, that by the law of nations, a man has a right to kill his enemy, 
He has only a right to kill him in particular caſes, in caſes of abſolute neceſ- 
fity for ſelf-defence, And it is plain, this Acblote neceſſity did not ſubſiſt, 
ſince he did not kill him, but made him priſoner. War itſelf is juſtißable 
only on principles of ſelf. preſervation. Therefore it gives us no right over. 
priſoners, but to hinder their hurting us by confining them. Much leſs can 
it give a right to torture, or kill, or even to enſlave an enemy when the war 
is over. Since therefore the right of making our priſoners ſlaves, depends on 
a ſuppoſed right of daughter, that foundation . the conſequence which 
is drawn from it muſt fail likewiſe.” 

Ir is ſaid, ſecondly, ſlavery may begin, by one man's ſelling himſelf t to 
another. And-it is true, a man may fell himſelf to work for another: but 
he cannot ſell himſelf to be a flave, as aboye defined, Every ſale implies an 
| | | equivalent 


From | the writings of Granvilte Sharpe, Eſq. on the Slave Trade. 
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equivalent given to ths ſeller, in lieu of what he eransfers to the buyer. But 
what equivalent can be given for liſe or liberty ? his property likewiſe, with 
the very price which he ſeems to receive, devolves ip/o fa#o to his maſter, 
the inſtant he becomes his ſlave: in this caſe therefore the buyer gives nothing, 


and the ſeller receives nothing. Of what validity then can a ſale be, which 


* the very principles upon which all ſales are founded ?” 

Wr are told, thirdly, that men may be born laves, by being the child- ö 
ten of ſlaves. But this being built on the two former rights muſt fall toge 
ther with them. If neither captivity, nor contract can by the plain law of 


nature and reaſon, reduce the arr to a _ of Tm much leſs can * 
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On the Treatment of the CARTBBES of St. VINCENT's,* 
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Me. Thomas Townſhend. * I do not wiſh to trouble the houſe to-day if it is 
improper, but I hope on ſome future day the houſe will, examine particularly 
into the expedition to St. Vincent, which to me, I confeſs, appears. a breach 
of national honour.” : 

Mr. Alderman Trecotbick. Taz konourable gentleman over. the way has 
very juſtly opened a matter which, in my poor opinion, deſerves the ſerious 
conſideration of parliament, 1 feel, Sir, for the honour of the Britiſh nation. 
I think it is at ſtake, while a ſcene of iniquity and cruelty is tranſacting at St. 
Vincent's on the defenceleſs natives, under the authority of this government. 
The poor Caribbes ! the laſt remains of the Aborigines from South America, 
are to be totally extirpated | regiment after regiment is ſent upon this diſgrace- 
ful ſervice, Let us know the cauſe of thoſe hoſtilities againſt a defenceleſs, 


innocent, and innoffenſive people! About 40 years paſt, a ſhip loaded with 


negroes from the coaſt of Guinea was wrecked upon that iſland: it was a for- 
tunate . 


% Parliamentary Debates, 1772, Vol. x. page 135. 


SUNDAY PAPERS. eee 


tunate anchbng for them: they incorporated with the natives ; and againſt thoſe 
you are exerciſing the barbarities of the Spaniards againſt the Mexicans | Sir, 
I hope-this buſineſs will be enquired into in a ſerious manner, as I think it ma- 


terially affects the honour of the Britiſh flag. 

Mr. Richard Whitworth.— I agree with the honourable gentleman | * 
ind me, that an enquiry ſhould be made, as ſoon as poſſible, into the na- 
* ture of a very extraordinary expedition, indeed, to the iſland of St. Vin- 
cent. I have received a letter from an intimate acquaintance, who is em- 

* ployed upon that diſhonourable ſervice; and he aſſures me, Sir, that the 
* Caribbes are up in arms, and too. well diſciplined to be ſubdued without 
© ſuperior force. Before we pretend to extirpate thoſe poor people, we 
©. ſhould examine our right. The French only ceded part of the iſland to us; 
that part was their property, and they | had a right to cede it; but what claim 


have we to the other? None! The French could not cede to us what they- 


© had not; they lived by treaty with thoſe people and upon thoſe conditions, 
I underſtand by the terms of the laſt peace, we are alſo to live with them; 
but I ſuppoſe ſome of our traders or planters have taken a fancy to their 

part of the iſland for country-houſes to divert themſalycs, and to ſatisfy the 
c rapacity of thoſe adventurers, the Britiſh arms are to be employed, and the 
* miſerable natives are to be cruelly diſpoſſeſſed of their habitations, and 
driven from their families and friends the part where they live is divided 
© only by a river, and nothing but the moſt wanton cruelty can induce us to 
diſpoſſeſs the inoffending natives of their country.” 

Feb. 10. The order of the day being read, for taking into farther conſidera- 
tion the affair of St. Vincent's, Mr. T. Townſhend moved, That Lieut. 
Generals Wooten and Trapaud be called in, The former was aſked if he 
had received any acconnts from his regiment ? and anſwering in the negative, 
he was told he might withdraw. 

Gen. Trapaud was aſked the ſame queſtion; and acknowledged he had. He 
was aſked the date of his laſt letters. He ſaid of the 14th of November, 
and received the 17th of December. 

Mr. Tow/hend propoſed, that if the General had received any letter of 
buſineſs, if the houſe had no objection, it might be read. The houſe con- 
ſenting, the General read part of a letter, which was to this effect. | 
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„The wortality among the men 1 very great, b 0 to be y u. 
« continual rains which we have at this ſeaſon. The poor Caribbes have 
been ill uſed, T hey act with great caution, and the woods are ſo chick, 


that they knock our men down with the greateſt ſecurity to themſelves, 
as it is impoſſit ible we can ſee them. We have only been able to penetrate 
4 four miles into the country. God knows how this pretty expedition will 


« will end; all we hope for is, that the promoter __ conriver' it To be 


« brought to a ſpeedy and ſevere account.” 


Feb. 12. The affair of St. Vincent's reſumed. ne Gere wass atled - 
to the bar. He'was aſked in general as to the temper of the Caribbes. His 


anſwer was, that they were a quiet, well-diſpoſed people. At what time he 


left the Grenades? In the year 1765.—AIf he had eber heard of any jealouſies 


among them? None. —If he had ever heard chat the planters envie them their 
lands? He'faid he had. 5 


Mr. T. Townſhend; — It was -my with to have this buſineſs foithea ; ht 


© from the very moment Theard of this extraordinary expedition, I determined 
to make it a ſubject of parliamentary enquiry. It is a ſubject, however diſrc- 
© oarded at preſent, of the gteateſt importance to this nation. From the evi- 
* dence at your bar, Sir, you have been told, and it is agreed on all hands, that 
the Caribbes were peaceable, till they were alarmed by the ſurveyors cutting 
roads into their country. They then oppoſed them, and ſurrounded a de- 
© tachment of forty men ſent, as a guard. They fired no ſhot, they uſed no 
violence, but relied, on the faith of a promiſe made them, and returned 


© peaceably to their habitations. I ſhall, therefore, make two motions; the 


© ane is, Sir, that the expedition to St. Vincent' 8 Was undertaken without ſuf- 
* ficient provocation on the part of the Caribbes,; and the other, Sir, is, that 
© the expedition to St. Vincent's was videttaken at the inſtance of avaricious 
'* and. intereſted men, and ſeems calculated to end in the total extirpation of 
« theſe, people.” 


Lord Folkflone. © Much. 888 been ſaid by the e gentleman 


- © who made the motion, on the iniquity of this tranſaction, there remains but 
© little for me to add. I ſhould have thought, Sir, that our generoſity as Eng- 


< liſhmen, would have taught us to conſider the liberty and property of others 


« as ſacred; but if that was inſufficent, I ſhould have thought motives of hu- 
_ » manity might have reſtrained us from wanton and premeditated acts of 
* cruelty upon a ſet of defenceleſs * The day 9 upon the pre- 


ſent 


8 PR 1 Dr 3 8. 


t abject that can direct us.to. juſt deterniination,} * Wbo commited © 
- © the firſt hoſtilities ?. It is evident that the firſt act of hoſtility. was committed 
© by usz and, in my opinion, the Caribbes ar juke in mh der hve dave, 
. Ee * and I heartily ſecond the motion. 204/95: A i Bel ,,, 5 
: Between twelve and one there were two diviſions; the elt or on the . IE 
Thar i it appears the meaſure to extirpate the Caribbes was not. grounded upon 55 
| 8 ſufficient ; reaſons, but upon the opinions of perſons, intereſted- in their de- 
x | ſtruction. Upon this the numbers were, 2063 Oppoſition, 88. The ſe · 
ä , cond queſtion was, That it appears the milicary were, not ſent in the proper 
: | ſeaſon, and that the expedition was likely to end in the ruin of ſome of the beſt 
; ER troops in the ſervice. Upon this the numbers were, 199 ; Oppoſition, 7 fm 
A motion was alſo made, and the queſtion put, that an addreſs be preſented to 
his Majeſty, that he would acquaint the Houſe by whoſe advice the attack- 
ing the Caribbes vas undertaken in the unhealthy ſeaſon of the year, againſt 
5 the known humanity of his Majeſty's temper, difgraceful to his Majeſty's arms, 
| and ro Fg TAR of the im nation; which Weed paſſed. mn * | 
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THIS reſolution acquitted the ſubjects of Great Britain of any crime in 
all they did to the Caribbes of St Vincent's, whatever were the number of theſe 
8 poor people that were deſtoyed in conſequence of the deſire to have their lands; 
and all the ſanction which ſuch a national acquittal can give, to the ſame con- 
duct in the ſubjects of this n in any other part of the world, remains 
in full force to this day, | | 
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Tur #eeounts of the trade" to Affien mee -t the plete ey 
have} in conſequence of ir, been kept in & ſtace of wur and confuſion, by the 
people of Great Britain for many years, that à great number, of 'which 
no account is given, loſe their lives in the battles chat are fooght to force them 
into our hands; and that on an average of the accounts of the number taken 
away in different years, there appears to be more than ſeventy thouſand yearly; 
and the accounts agreeing that at leaſt one third of the number loſe their 
Hives in conſequence of our taking them away, in fourteen years; from 1760, 
above three hondred thouſand men, women and children will have been de- 
Kroyed, and double that number taken into flavery to the ſudjects of the 
crown of Great Britain. And to all that theſe people have hitherto ſuffered 
te our hands, whenever any of our colonies or plantations may be again in a 


ſtare of peace, the ſubjeAs of Great Britain have the ſanctiom of the ſtate 


to enter again vpon this trade, and ſpread all that miſery among the people 
of Africa, which any people muſt live in, who are in conſtant fear of being 
forced away without diſtiaction of rank, age, or ſex, into à foreign flavery. 

Tux accounts of the conduct of the ſubjects of Great Britain in India ſhews,. 
that many millions of money have been. brought away from the people of that 


country, by means the moſt unjuſt and violent; that the princes of India 


have been deprived of their dominions by force, in the name of the Eaſt India 
Company; and that in the courſe of theſe proceedings as many: of the natives. 
have been deſtroyed,or fled from the fear of us from their country, as there were 
of inhabitants in our American colonies before the war began—that 1 is, about 
three millions. That all this conduct down to the year 1772, has been before 
the repreſentatives of the people of Great- Britain, and their ſolemn: reſolution 
has been, That great and meritorious fervices have been rendered by the 
principal perſon concerned in theſe tranſactions to that time in India, and not a 
ſingle perſon. has received blame, cenſure, or puniſhment, for any thing that 
has been done by the ſubjects of Great Britain to the princes and nations of In- 
dia, from the commencement of our firſt wars to the year 17725 but that the 
nation has made all that has been done as much its own, as that which is done 
by a few,can be made the act of all who participate with them in what has been 
obtained, and acquit them of all blame as to the manner by which they did it. 
And to this day that ſociety of the ſubjects of this kingdom, in whoſe name 
all theſe crimes have been committed againſt every principle of juſtice, huma- 
Bity, and whatever is allowed to be right among mankind, is ſuffered to have 
| | its 


Vn  , ww. 
: is being in-the very boſom of the ſtate, to have its name held up as honour- „ SOR 7 Ns " 
IT able, and to receive the full patronage of the whole kingdom ; and from te on 
5 tft knowledge of all the wrong done by the people of Great-Britain in India 2: 
| to this day, there has not been a ſingle county, city, or incorporate body in | 8 J 
the whole kingdom that has uttered a ſingle complaint.— All that has been . 
done, and the impunity with which the whole has been allowed to paſs, has —_— 
| been made as public as any national concern could well be made, and neither * 2X = 
| ; from the whole nation, aſſembled by its repreſcntatives, nor from any one f =_ 
* the elective bodies into which the kingdom is divided, has there been a ſingle 1 
| negative, but for now nigh ten years has all this conduct obtained the uniform _— —_ 
ſiaaction of the ſtate. . EY * 4 _—_— 
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